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HEADQUARTERS AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR, 
Washington, D, C, Monday, Feb. 10, 1908. 



FIRST DAY— Morning Session. 

In accordance with the call issued by 

W D^ HUBER !" Representing American Federation of Labor, and 

Jamps TCtrry ) 

W J Spencer S Representing Structural Building Trades Alliance of America, 

as directed by the 27th Annual Convention of the A. F. of L., the accredited 
delegates of the International Unions of Building Tradesmen affiliated with the 
An^erican Federation of Labor, were called to order at 10:30 A, M. by James 
Kirby. 

By request, Samuel Gompers, President American Federation of Labor, 
opened the convention with an address of welcome, in which he said— 



At the outset let me welcome you to 
this conference in the name of the 
American Federation of Labor. Here 
you meet, not only at the capital of the 
nation, but in the home of the execu- 
tive officers of the American labor move- 
ment, and it is fitting that the first con- 
vention that is being held for the pur- 
pose of more thoroughly federating the 
building trades unions under the banner 
of the A. F. of L., shall be held in the 
capital of the nation and the central 
offices of the labor movement of our 
cguntry. 

To me the movement which you have 
inaugurated in the industrial affairs of 
our country promises much. The early 
effort made for the purpose of bringing 
a closer form of federation among the 
building trades unions of America was 
launched in a spirit that was, if not 
manifest, at least interpreted to bring 
a cleavage or division in the labor move- 
ment of our country. The later effort, 
though proclaiming itself to be one in 
accord with the entire labor movement, 
yet, owing to certain conditions which 



are not now necessary to name or even to 
refer to, little co-operation was possible 
with other trades or the general labor 
movement. In any eveiit, without criticis- 
ing at all the efforts that have heretofore 
been made, perfection is impossible, for, 
indeed, there is no movement which we 
as workingmen, which we as citizens, 
can undertake to bring into existence to 
secure results for the toiling masses 
or for the people generally, that can be 
expected to reach perfection in the be- 
ginning. It is doubtful, I might add, 
that we shall ever attain a condition 
of absolute perfection. If my concep- 
tion of perfection is right, when perfec- 
tion is reached we are either ready to 
die or to turn backward. There is al- 
ways, and there must necessarily al- 
ways be, room for • improvement. 

It is only our experience and our 
enlarged view over the entire horizon 
that makes us dissatisfied with what 
exists, makes us constantly aim for 
improvement and progress. So, while 
I have been confident that there have 
been errors in the past in the effort to 
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bxi^d ',4 ; cy)nijM*eh€i7S4\e tnovement of 
the building trades unions, and that 
there have been defects, I nevertheless 
realize the progress that has been made. 
The meeting today under the circum- 
stances and the auspices, shows the 
progress which has been made. 

Now, to carry that thought just a 
little further, let me add that those who 
know me, at least give me the credit 
of being one who loves the A. F. of L., 
who is loyal to it, and who understands 
something of its principles, its history, 
its struggles and its aims, yet I am free 
to say that I know the defects and the 
shortcomings in the A. F. of L. itself. 
I hope the time may never come when 
we shall be unable to improve our 
Federation. I am firmly of the opinion 
that with every gathering of the men 
• of labor, with the influence of time and 
circumstance, we shall lay the founda- 
tion of our movement still more firmly, 
and root it more deeply in the hearts 
and minds of our fellow-workers, thus 
becoming more deserving of their con- 
fidence and good will.' We will make 
our movement the standard bearer of the 
just cause of the toiling masses of our 
country, which will overcome the out- 
posts of opposition and carry into the 
fortress the banners of victory and honor 
and justice, and with them all human- 
izing influences. 

There are two thoughts to which 1 
want to give expression this morning, 
one of them aflFecting our movement as 
you and we are trying to formulate it; 
the other is a matter which affects our 
working people on the one hand and 
some other forces of society on the other. 
The question I want to address myself 
to first, is the matter of the form of 
this department of the building trades 
and its relation to all other trades and 
callings of the American labor move- 
ment. I know that some of the men in 



the building trades have believed that 
I was opposed to any form of federa- 
tion of the building trades unions. I 
want to dissipate that thought if I can, 
and I hope what I say may have its im- 
press upon your minds. I am a trade 
unionist — I am therefore an advocate of 
the most thorough organization of the 
men and women of labor. I am opposed 
to anything that will divide or that may 
tend to divide the organized power of 
the trade union movement. 

When some years ago, a convention 
of the A. F. of L. was held, simulta- 
neously with a meeting of the building 
trades unions, I saw in that, in spite 
of anything that any man might say for 
it, an attempt at a division of the forces 
of labor. The A. F. of L. was in ses- 
sion, the representatives of the building 
trades unions were there. Out of our 
deliberations, we declared to the world 
what we believed should be the position 
and the demands of labor. At the same 
time, there were representatives of some 
of the building trades unions in that 
other gathering to which I refer de- 
claring generally in the same manner 
as we had declared, and yet making 
some declarations the very antithesis of 
those for which the A. F. of L. had 
declared. 

No one will pretend to say that su~h 
a state of affairs is advantageous ta 
labor and our cause. Is such a condi- 
tion tolerable? Is it not our duty in the 
interest of the toilers of our country to* 
prevent its recurrence? Is it not bad 
enough that we are compelled to meet 
the antagonism of our enemies who 
falsely say, "yes, even in your labor 
movement you represent only the mi- 
nority," without being compelled to meet 
in the organized labor movement oppo- 
site expression upon the same subject ^ 

In the Structural Building Trades 
Alliance there has been an absence of 
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that spirit of duality, there has been 
absent that spirit of rivalry, there has 
been absent even that spirit of claim- 
ing the right of equal expression of the 
views of the working people of the coun- 
try. But, still there was not that feel- 
ing between that body — the building 
trades unions and the body of the A. F. 
of L. — so essential to unity and success. 
In the labor movement of the country 
there must be some court of last re- 
sort; there must be somewhere lodged, 
I won't say authority, but for a better 
word, I shall say some lodgment, some- 
where that the people of the entire 
country may look and say when it 
has spoken, it has spoken for all 
organized labor, for all labor. If 
that is absent, depend upon it, pro- 
gress is impossible for the working- 
men on the industrial field; legislatively 
we shall be ignored, for politicians, mis- 
named statesmen, will be only too glad 
to have it to say: "Well, there is a 
division of opinion ainong you labor 
men, and we really don't know if we 
serve you whether the others will an- 
tagonize us and vice versa. When you 
can agree come to us, so that we will 
know what you say you want is really 
the want of the Working people of Amer- 
ica." I would not attempt to say a 
Avord as to whether such a movement, 
speaking in unison and with authority 
Avould not have some influence even upon 
the staid and dignified minds of the 
judges of our highest courts. In any 
event it would not be amiss to try it. 

And now, brothers, to come to that 
essential point to which I want to call 
your attention — it is this, you are start- 
ing in this movement to bring about a 
federation of the national building 
trades unions in America, no matter 
what name you determine upon, that is 
what you have in mind to do, for that 
purpose you have been called together. 



and I might say that to a greater de- , 
gree you will make history during your 
sojourn here this week than has come 
to the lot of any equal number of men 
in pany years, and upon what course 
you may determine will depend a great 
deal. If you lay your foundation right, 
If you proceed along lines which I have 
indefinitely or roughly outlined, if you 
will do for the building trades unions 
the thing that ought to be done, if you 
will see to it that there is no division 
in the labor movement, that there is no 
cleavage from the other organized work- 
in|g;men, but, on the contrary, unity, fra- 
ternity, and solidarity of all organized 
laix)r will result. You will have done 
something that will be of inestimable 
value to labor now and for ^11 time, 
so that we may now forecast its final 
unmistakable and beneficient results. 

On the other hand, to make a mistake 
that will tend to divide, that will not 
concede to the A. F. of L. the leader' 
ship and hegemony of the labor move- 
ment of our country, then you will have 
done the cause of labor, yourself in- 
cluded, so great an injury that it may 
take a decade or even a generation to 
overcome. I beg of you, not as president 
of the A. F. of L., but as a Union man, 
to guard your course well. Lay your 
foundation strong and good, and help 
along with a greater strength this labor 
movement of ours, which we are build- 
ing not for ourselves alone, not alone 
for our fellow working men and women 
and their little ones of today, but which 
we are building for generations to come. 
If I thought it were simply for the day 
in which we live, I do not think I could 
give such enthusiastic support and work 
to the labor movement. It is my hope 
for the future, our children and our 
children's children, who live today and 
for those who are to follow them. It 
is for this we are working much more 
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than we are working for ourselves 
today. 

There is the other thought to which 
[ want to give expression, and that is 
our movement and the attitude o£| so- 
ciety toward us. 

Yesterday there appeared in the news- 
papers an interview with Mr. J. Pier- 
pont Morgan, the greatest financier of 
our country, yes, the greatest financier 
of the world, upon whose word the 
world awaits with more anxious expec- 
tation than upon the word of any other 
man alive. The interview was published 
in two newspapers; one of them sent 
me a telegram asking for an answer to 
Mr. Morgan's statement. I shall read 
the telegram that gives the substance 
of the interview and I shall want to say 
a word or two in regard to it : 

"In an interview published in the 
World today, J. Pierpont Morgan de- 
clares labor must learn that it can not 
control industry. Renewals of employ- 
ment are not wanted now. He declares 
federations will be powerless to prevent 
wage reduction because work is partly 
stopped. Workingmen can not strike 
because they have got no jobs now. 
'There are no stocks on hand you know,' 
says Mr. Morgan, "and we do not want 
to take up work now. So what can 
they do? They will have to submit or 
they will starve. The question is to be 
settled. They are to learn that they 
can not control industry. We want 
wages that will make honest and profiit- 
able business possible.' The World 
strongly urges you to wire your views 
at our expense on Morgan's statements. 
Thank you in advance. — Editor of the 
World." 

Not only this telegram came to my 
house yesterday, but a correspondent of 
the paper asked me for my views upon 
it. I had a number of men at my house 
in conference upon labor matters, and 
consequently could not give the matter 
any attention, and was disinclined to do 
so without some further thought, and 
the statement was so at variance with 



what I read and believed I knew were 
Mr. Morgan's views, that I was half dis- 
inclined to believe he would give vent 
to such utterances, and yet I did not care 
to discredit or disbelieve the paper. Last 
night I was called over long-distance 
teleplione and was asked whether I had 
seen this statement, and I answered I 
had, and mentioned the circumstances I 
have just related to you. A man who has 
opportunity of knowing Mr. Morgan's 
views, said he did not believe that Mr. 
Morgan gave expression to such 
thoughts, but he would ascertain. Noth- 
ing further transpired until this morn- 
ing I saw published Mr. Morgan's re- 
pudiation of that interview. Of course, 
Mr. Morgan is a multi-millionaire, and 
I am not, but, notwithstanding the very 
opposite positions occupied by him and 
myself, I am free to say that when Mr. 
Morgan says he did not give utterance 
to that statement, I believe him. His 
views and mine may diverge, and do 
very strongly, upon most things, but 
when he said he did not give utterance 
to that sentiment or that thought, I am 
willing to accept his word. 

But it is the thought itself to which 
I want to call attention — that notwith- 
standing Mr. Morgan may not have said 
what is attributed to him, I know that 
that thought is in the minds and has 
been in the minds of a large number of 
employers for a considerable time. That 
is the thing. They have in mind the 
thought that workingmen must come 
down in their wages, and it is just 
such an opportunity as this they think 
they can take advantage of, and say to 
the workmen, "you must submit or be 
starved." 

The American labor movement has de- 
clared we will neither submit nor will 
we starve. 

In the same paper in which that in- 
terview is published, on the very same 
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page in which the last part of it is pub- 
lished, is a statement that in New York 
City thousands of children go hungry 
to school, have no meals during the noon 
recess, and as a result are not only in- 
capable of learning the lessons satisfac- 
torily, but that they cry for food and 
sometimes faint at their benches because 
of hunger. 

On the same page is a statement of 
an interview with a gentleman who has 
made a study of conditions in New York, 
in which he says that one out of every 
three men in New York City is idle. 
Idle for what? The material is there, 
the machinery is there, the brain is 
there, the brawn is there and the hands 
and the intelligence are there, and the 
needs of the people are there, and yet 
men are idle and children in the schools 
cry for food. It is not only inhuman and 
brutal, but it is treason to our country 
and to the human race for any one to 
think, much less give expression, to the 
idea, that the working people must sub- 
mit further or starve. 

The American workingmen have coiyie 
to the conclusion, if I have any concep- 
tion of their thoughts, their hopes and 
their expressions, that the condition that 
obtains in other countries, where there 
are large armies of the unemployed, will 
not obtain in the United States; it will 
not be tolerated. If we permit it it will 
be our own fault, and we will have failed 
in our duty to each other, to our fellow- 
citizens of today and the future. But we 
are true to each other, we are intelligent 
and we are sympathetic. We are earnest 
and honest, loyal citizens of the United 
States and true to the traditions of our 
country, true to the unions of labor. I 
appeal to you and all labor that as we 
build up our unions to build up a senti- 
ment of fraternity and solidarity in the 
hearts of the men of labor. I should 
add that instead of giving my interview 



to the newspaper I preferred to reserve 
it for you. I believe that the working- 
men have come to the conclusion that 
they will not submit to any reduction 
in their wages. There is no necessity 
for it, there is no excuse for it. It is 
not helpful ; on the contrary, it is harm- 
ful, injurious, and destructive. 

At the Norfolk convention, during the 
report or after the conclusion of the re- 
port of the committee, a general dis- 
cussion ensued, during which I asked 
Mr. McNulty, of the committee, a num- 
ber of questions, to which he made an- 
swer, and which were confirmed by 
the assurances of those who were pres- 
ent representing the conference of the 
building trades. As I take it, the call for 
this convention will be made a part of 
your record, and so I trust will the dis- 
cussion and particularly the questions 
and answers of which a stenographic 
report was taken at the time, may be 
submitted to you a little later, and also 
be made a part of your records, so as 
to clarify any future situation which 
may arise. I apprehend that none will 
arise, that will be hurtful or injurious 
to the building trades unions, to any 
other unions, or our general Federation. 
I can only say to you again that I bid 
you welcome to this convention, and 
thank you for your invitation to be 
with you, for the courtesy of your con- 
sideration for what I have had tp say 
and wish you the greatest possible suc- 
cess. 

President Gompers was followed by 
Vice President O'Connell and Secretary 
Frank Morrison, who gave similar ad- 
vice and as warmly welcomed the dele- 
gates. 

Delegate M. O'Sullivan, called for P. 
H. McCarthy, who delivered a few 
short remarks of encouragement to the 
delegates. 

President James Kirby read his ad- 
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dress to the delegates and was listened to 
with marked attention, the same being 
herewith appended. 

Fellow Delegates: — We are gather- 
ed here today for the purpose of endeav- 
oring to accomplish what has heretofore 
either failed altogether or has been only 
partially successful. There is every op- 
portunity for us to succeed in this effort 
for we have what no other organization 
of a like character ever had; that is, 
the sanction of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. It is scarcely necessary 
for me to transgress on j'our time to 
explain to you the efforts that have been 
expended to bring* about that-to-us-all 
important event; suffice it to say, at 
the Norfolk convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, the following reso- 
lution was introduced and passed with- 
out a dissenting voice: 

RESOLUTION. 

"That a department of Building 
Trades of the A. F. of L. be created ; " 
said department to be chartered by the 
A. F. of L. and to be composed of bona 
fide National and International Build- 
ing Trades' Organizations, duly char- 
tered as such by the A. F. of L.; and 
to be given autonomy over the Building 
Trades with authority to issue char- 
ters to Local Building Trades ; said Sec- 
tions and Central Bodies to be affiliated 
with the A. F. of L., to be composed of 
bona fide local unions and recognized as 
such, in the Building Trades." 

It will be seen by this that the Build- 
ing Trades have what they have always 
clamored for; namely, complete auton- 
omy over their own affairs. Let us see 
to it now that we use the power granted 
us wisely and judiciously. As we. guard 
our own interest, let us be ever careful 
that we do not transgress on the recog- 
nized rights of others, bearing in mind 
always, that no Labor Organization can 
be permanently successful that arro- 
gates to itself temporarilly or otherwise 
work that rightfully belongs to others. 



While such a policy may be successful- 
for the time being, owing perhaps to 
peculiar favorable conditions pertaining 
to surroundings, the loss of respect of 
our fellow craftsmen, more than coun- 
terbalances any gains made in this di- 
rection. 

I want to say. Brothers, that I be-, 
lieve the men gathered at this Confer- 
ence who recognize the enormity of our 
task are in the minority, and I want at 
this time to impress upon the minds of 
the International officers here assembled 
that upon their shoulders rests the re- 
sponsibility of the success or failure of 
the Building Trades' Department of the 
American Federation of Labor. If this 
is going to be a voluntary institution, or 
in other words, if the locals of the vari- 
ous Internationals are to be allowed to 
affiliate or otherwise, as local conveni- 
ences, or petty prejudices may influence 
their actions, then I will say to you we 
are wasting our time, and spending the 
money of our organizations needlessly. 
Internationals whose laws do not give 
their officers authority to compell their 
subordinate locals to affiliate locally, 
mtist take steps, to have that defect rem- 
edied otherwise they cannot expect that 
other organizations will, give them the 
full and hearty support they would un- 
der other circumstances. 

We cannot hope to be successful if 
we ask or if we permit "if you please" 
others to do our business. We must 
select our own officers, have our own 
headquarters, do our own organizing, 
make our constitution and laws, and en- 
force discipline withtn our ranks. This 
can only be done by the Internationals 
insisting that their subordinate locals 
comply with the law. To expect the 
officers of the Building Trades' Depart- 
ment to enforce the laws without the 
support of the International officers, is 
to invite ridicule upon our laws and or- 
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:ganization by the subordinate local uni- 
ons of all crafts in all parts of the coun- 
try. 

In making laws a certain amount of 
latitude must be given, for the laws that 
will apply in one section of the country 
may not be applicable in another. We 
must bear in mind that all Internationals 
are not constituted the same; the laws 
that keep one organization intact may 
-work towards the dissolution of another. 
We should lose sight of the fact that 
^ve belong to any particular craft, and 
for the time being consider only that we 
are Building Tradesmen working for 
the best interest of the greatest number. 

Complex questions will arise here, ag- 
gravating conditions Avill arise elsewhere 
from time to time, so that it behooves 
us all to exercise a degree of forbear- 
ance in dealing with our internal affairs, 
and sometimes it is well to try for the 
time being to consider ourselves in the 
""'other fellow's" place. 

No law should be passed at this con- 
ference that will in any way conflict 
•with the existing laws of any of the af- 
filiated Internationals, neither should any 
International make any laws in the ^ fu- 
ture that will in any way conflict with 
the laws of the Building Trades* Depart- 
ment. 

No craft should be permitted to vio- 
late any working agreement that is in 
force at the present time, and no craft 
should in the future be permitted to eur 
ter into any agreement, that in any way 
prohibits them ffom supporting their 
affiliated unions in resisting the en- 
croachments of the non-union man or 
the wage reducing employer. 

The greatest difficulty we will experi- 
ence will not be with our Internationals, 
but will come from our locals, Alliances, 
sections or councils, whatever we may 
call them, or the rank and file, as it 
were. The Building Tradesman is the 



most aggressive individual on earth, and 
the man who is not in touch with the 
general conditions of his fellow crafts- 
men is the most difficult party to reason 
with, and it often happens that local 
unions instead of sending men of con- 
servative and rational dispositions to 
their central bodies, send their fire- 
eaters and general disturbers of the 
peace, so to speak. These men give no 
thought and use little discretion in deal- 
ing with their fellow craftsmen of other 
trades, and this cause alone has led to 
the dissolution of more local Building 
Trades Organizations than all other 
causes combined. . Then there is the fel- 
low who is so handy with his appeal, 
who has the faculty of making the offi- 
cers of his General Organization feel 
that he is the most abused "critter" on 
earth; that his local union is carrying 
all the other trades on their shoulders 
in his particular locality, and strange to 
say. General Officers, will lend their ear 
to such complaints, never taking the 
time or trouble to look up the other side 
of the question. 

I hope I may be pardoned for men- 
tioning' these disagreejtble facts, but 
these matters have come to my atten- 
tion so clearly during almost three years 
service as General President of the only 
Building Trades' Organization that ever 
attained a degree of success at all; one 
that is based upon the broadest, most 
liberal laws of any organization of its 
character ever created, and whose laws 
gave equal voice and vote to the weak 
and strong alike — that I am prone to 
believe that it will take the Building 
Trades some time to get settled peace- 
fully together. 

It rests with you my fellow delegates^ 
to spread the gospel of forebearance 
among your associates at home; teach 
them to be charitable to their fellow- 
man, and look with forgiving eyes upon 
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the frailties of others, while they watch 
their own faults with ever increasing 
vigilance. 

To the International Officers I will 
say, you will be called upon from time 
to time to enforce the laws of this or- 
ganization against some of your rebelli- 
ous local Unions; it may cause you 
some enemies, and it may lose you some 
votes, but never mind that, if you are 
defeated, some good man will be elect- 
ed in your place. No individual was 
ever kept down long for doing his duty, 
and some one has got to, from time to 
time, sacrifice his personal interest for 
the good of all. 

What will, perhaps, be the hardest for 
us to agree upon, will be the defining of 
the jurisdiction lines of the different 
crafts; the great trouble is, we have all 
arranged our jurisdiction claims among 
ourselves, and then went out with a 
chip on our shoulder to fight for what 
we are pleased to term "our rights," in 
our selfishness never considering the 
other fellow's rights at all ; I tell you, 
my friends, if you will read the claims 
set forth in some of the constitutions of 
the different crafts here assembled, you 
will smile, sure, but don't forget your 
own constitution may look just as fool- 
ish to others. 

You may think I have overdrawn this, 
but I will say that 1 can pick out four 
trades, that if their claims were al- 
lowed in full, as per their constitution, 
there would be little use for any other 
craft on the job, and I don't care what 
kind of construction the building is 
either. Let us be sincere among our- 
selves; claim what we are entitled to, 
nothing more. Undoubtedly there will 
be conflicting interests; they are bound 
to occur, but they will be few if we can 
confine ourselves to our proper trade 
lines, and will be much easier adjusted, 
with much better feelings on the part 



of the participants than would otherwise 
be if we threw into the General Organi- 
zation a garbled mass of generalities 
that may mean nothing, but may be, and 
often is, interpreted to mean everything. 
These claims, I know are made in con- 
ventions, by the different crafts, and are 
ofttimes opposed by the National offi- 
cers, but no one is ever able to stop 
them, no matter how unjust they may 
be. So it is up to us to endeavor to 
harmonize these conflicting interests as^ 
much as possible. It may be difficult; 
indeed, it may not be accomplished at 
this time, but sooner perhaps than some 
of us may believe possible, the trades 
disputes will be minimized to such an 
extent that it will no longer be a men- 
ace and a curse to both the employer 
and employee. 

The matter of representation must re- 
ceive your earnest and deepest consider- 
ation. This applies locally more forcibly,, 
if possible, than Nationally, for the laws 
must be made here that will govern this 
subject locally. The day is past wherr 
one union man can receive more consid- 
eration than another ; one-hundred union 
men are entitled to just as much consid- 
eration, and their welfare should be 
guarded just as close, whether they are 
members of one craft, or diyided among 
ten Building Trades' Organizations; 
they may all belong to one craft, but 
nevertheless they all, perhaps, have fam- 
ilies and children to consider just the 
same as the other one hundred men 
who are divided amon"gst many different 
trades, and the fact that they are all 
affiliated with one organization should 
not militate against them, as it has in 
many cities that could be named. 

No movement can long be successful,, 
and it has been demonstrated plainly 
enough in the not far distanct past, that 
permits of taxation without a just and 
equal representation. The American 
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Federation of Labor stands out clearly 
as the most successful centralized organ- 
ization that ever was formed, and their 
success is only due to the fact that all 
men are recognized as having equal 
rights, and every man affiliated has equal 
representation, no matter whether he be- 
longs to a large or small organization. 
So that I regard the plan of representa- 
tion prevailing in the American Federa- 
tion of Labor as the only sane, just 
and practicable plan to be adopted. 

In conclusion, I wish to say that this 
gathering marks an epoch in the labor 
world; the eyes and ears of every em- 
ployers' association, of every citizens' 
alliance, are alert and attentive to the 
actions of this body; every Building 
Tradesman in America is anxious to 
know what you have accomplished; to 
know if we have cemented our common 
interests; if we have agreed to stand 
shoulder to shoulder to oppose the op- 
pressor; they want to know will we sit 
supinely by while our fellowman is 
whipped and starved into subjection 
without raising a hand or voice in his 
behalf; they want to know how long 
we will cater and snivel to the 
aggregations, who are always ready to 
grasp the benefits of combined efforts, 
only to turn their backs on those who 
assisted them when a slight return is 
asked. 

The eyes of the Building Mechanic of 
Europe are watching our every action ; 
they are listening earnestly for some 
plan from the Western Hemisphere that 
will assist in emancipating them from 
the chains of oppression, that have al- 
ways bound and fettered the Building 
Tradesmen of the old world; they are 
looking to us for some ray of light 
whereby their wives and families may 
be relieved from worse than chattel 
slavery, and granted a few of the good 
things of this earth, that all mankind 
are equally entitled to. 



Do you realize that this is the pioneer 
movement for actual co-operation and 
support of the different crafts, and that 
if we are successful — ^it is our own fault 
if we are not — others will follow in our 
footsteps, that all trades will in time 
settle their differences, and adjust their 
own conditions among Jlie parties inter- 
ested. If these movements are success- 
ful the American Federation of Labor 
will stand a thousand times higher and 
stronger than it does today, becoming 
truly as well as in name, the Congress 
of the Labor World of America, and, 
let us hope, soon to be of the World. 

Let us, therefore, look well to the 
confidence imposed upon us, and demon- 
strate to our friends of the other crafts, 
that they have not misjudged our capa- 
city; let us acquit ourselves in such a 
manner, that in the future the delegates 
to the Norfolk convention of the A. F. 
of L. may say with pride, I assisted 
the Building Trades to secure their 
charter, and they have never caused the 
American Federation of Labor to regret 
the action taken at that time. 

In concluding Delegate Kirby nomi- 
nated Delegate Wm. D. Huber as tem- 
porary chairman of the convention. 
There being no further nominations 
Delegate Huber was unanimously chosen 
and in accepting the position suggested 
that a secretary be appointed or elected. 
On motion by Delegate Feeney, Dele- 
gate Spencer was elected to act as Sec- 
retary. On motion of Delegate Dun- 
» can the chair appointed a Credential 
Committee of three members consisting 
of Delegates Kirby, Parkinson and Hed- 
rick. On motion by Delegate Bauscher 
the convention took an adjournment un- 
til 2 p. m. in order to let the Credential 
Committee examine the credentials and 
prepare a report. The motion was 
amended by Delegate McCarthy to ex- 
tend the time of convening until 2:30. 
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FIRST DAY— Afternoon Session 



The convention opened at 3:25 p. m. 
with Delegate Wm. D. Huber in the 
chair. Delegate Kirby of the Credential 
Committee reported the following cre- 
dentials received from the affiliated in- 
ternationals and recommended on be- 
half of the committee that they be 
seated : 

Washington, D. C, Feb. 10, 1908. 

To the OMcers and Members of the 
General Conference of Building 
Trades AMliated with the American 
Federation of Labor. 
Brothers : — ^Your Committee on Cre- 
dentials beg leave to submit the follow- 
ing report: 

We find the Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters and Joiners entitled to send seven 
delegates and credentials have been pre- 
sented by James Kirby, C. S. Bausher, 
Leonard Funk, P. Carlin, W. H. Mea- 
cham, W. D. Huber, P. H. McCarthy; 
Amalgamated Carpenters, entitled to 
two, sent two, Herbert Crampton, Wm. 
Fife ; Brotherhood Cement Workers, en- 
titled to two, sent two, Frank Gengen- 
back, Alfred Tracy; Brotherhood Elec- 
trical Workers, entitled to four, sent 
four, W. S. Godshall, T. J. McNulty, 
P. J. Coughlin, J. J. McLaughlin; Ele- 
vator Constructors, entitled to one, sent 
one, Frank Feeney; International Steam 
Engineers, entitled to four, sent two, M. 
Comerford, James Hannahan; Granite 
Cutters, entitled to three, sent three, 
James Duncan, J. C. Welsh, W. Silver; 
Hodcarriers and Building Laborers, en- 
titled to three, sent three, H. Lillien, J. 
Breen, H. A. Stemburgh; Structural 
Iron Warkers, entitled to three, sent 
three, J. H. Butler, J. H. Barry, F. M. 
Ryan ; Wood Wire and Metal Lathers, 
entitled to two, sent two, W. J. McSor- 
ley, R. V. Brant; Marble Workers, en- 



titled to one, sent one, W. V. Price; 
Sheet Metal Workers, entitled to three, 
sent three, F. Hanratta*, T. Redding, M. 
6'Sullivan; Painters and Decorators, 
entitled to five, sent five, G. F. Hedrick, 
J. C. Balhorn, A. C. Smith, C. A. Linx- 
weiler, Frank Leslie; Plumbers, Steam 
and Gas Fitters, entitled to four sent 
four, T. F. Parkinson, W. J. Spencer, J. 
J. McKee, Wm. Moran; Composition 
Roofers, entitled to one, sent one, Henry 
Sands; International Steam Fitters, en- 
titled to two, sent two, R. Walsh, J. 
Riegert ; International Stone Cutters, en- 
titled to three, sent one. Earnest Edler; 
Tile Layers and Helpers, entitled to 
one, sent one, Chas. Leps; International 
Slate and Tile Roofers, entitled to one, 
sent one, William W. Clark. Making 
a total of forty-eight delegates repre- 
senting nineteen organizations entitled 
to seats in this convention. 

Your committee further find that cre- 
dentials have been presented by S. L. 
Richardson, and David McKay, repre- 
senting the Central Association Build- 
ing Trades of New York; John Hop- 
kins, J. L. Devine, representing the 
Board of Representatives of Building 
Trades of Bronx Borough, New York; 
J. T. Taggart, representing the Consoli- 
dated Board of Business Agents Build- 
ing Trades of New York and vicinity; 
Chas. Burns, representing Board of Del- 
egates of Building Trades of Brooklyn 
and vicinity; J. M. Ilalleck, representing 
the Board of Representatives of the 
Building Trades of Queens, Nassau and 
Suffolk Counties, and Eugene A. Clancy, 
representing the Building Trades Coun- 
cil of San Francisco. 

The above named representatives ap- 
pear to be duly accredited delegates 
from their respective bodies, but in view 
of the fact that this conference has been 
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called to carry out a resolution adopted 
by the American Federation of Labor 
at the Norfolk, Virginia convention, 
calling for a federation of all interna- 
tional unions of building trades mechan- 
ics affiliated with the said A. F. of L. 
which to the minds of your committee 
did not intend to cover central bodies 
or local unions, we therefore recommend 
that the delegates from the various 
central bodies be not seated in this con- 
ference ; 

We further find the credential of 
Thomas Duffey, representing the United 
Portable Hoisting Engineers of New 
York, but we are informed that this or- 
ganization is not affiliated with the in- 
ternational engineers and therefore rec- 
ommend the delegate shall not be seated. 
Credential has also been oresented to 
your committee for J. J. Keppler, rep- 
resenting the International Association* 
of Machinists. Now while your commit- 
tee is aware that the machinists do con- 
siderable work on buildings and are en- 
titled to all the protection that the 
Building Trades are capable of giving 
them while engaged in such work, we 
are of the opinion however, that the 
machinists are a Metal Trades organiza- 
tion and that the work done by them on 
buildings does not justify their member- 
ship in the Building Trades Department 
of the American Federation of Labor. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Thomas F. Parkinson, 
James Kirby, 
George F. Hedrick, 

Committee. 

Delegate O'Sullivan called the atten- 
tion of the convention to the representa- 
tion of the Laborers, Hodcarriers and 
Building .Laborers, which appeared to 
be in excess of the Norfolk convention, 
and the secretary was requested to re- 
port the number of delegates the Labor- 



ers sent to Norfolk. It was shown that 
two delegates represented some 9,300 
members, whereupon Delegate Duncan 
explained that they were entitled to 
three delegates. Delegate Lilien re- 
quested information as to the member- 
ship of the Sheet Metal Workers, and 
it was reported that the average mem- 
bership for the past year was 15,300. 
As a result the Sheet Metal Workers 
were entitled to but three delegates. 

Delegate Feeney made inquiry as to- 
the intended voting basis of the conven- 
tion and there being several points of 
order raised on the issue, the chair ruled 
that the voting basis as a question, was 
not before the convention for consider- 
ation. 

A motion to seat the delegates repre- 
senting the international unions present- 
ing credentials was adopted. 

The Credential Committee further re- 
ported as follows : 

It is further recommended that local 
and central bodies be not seated at this 
convention since it was manifestly the 
intention of the Norfolk conventi6n that 
only national or international unions 
should be represented at this convention. 
On motion by Delegate Lilien the report 
of the committee was concurred in. 

A delegation from the Washington 
Central Labor Union appeared before 
the convention and extended an invita- 
tion to the attending deliegates to visit 
the regular meeting of the Central Labor 
Union to be held at 8 o'clock in the 
evening. On motion the invitation of 
the Central Labor Union was unani- 
mously accepted. A motion prevailed 
to appoint a Committee on Rules for 
the government of the convention. The 
chair appointed Delegates O' Sullivan, 
Carlin, Brandt, Silver and Hannahan. 

Delegate" Kirby moved that a commit- 
tee be appointed to draft a constitution 
and suitable code of by-laws for the pro- 
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posed organization to be composed of 
one delegate from each trade. The mo- 
tion elicited considerable debate and was 
finally agreed to with a supplement that 
each organization represented be privi- 
leged to name its member to serve upon 
the committee. A recess was thereupon 
taken of fifteen minutes to permit the 
delegations to nominate their members. 
On reassembling the chair announced 
the Law Committee as follows: 

J. G. Hannahan, I. S. E. 

F. Hanratta, A. S. N. W. 

H. Crampton, Amal. Carpenters. 

W. V. Price, Marble Workers. 

F. M. Ryan, Iron Workers. 

A. Tracy, Cement Workers. 

H. Sands, Composition Roofers. 

W. J. McSorley, Lathers. 

J. C. Balhorn, Painters. 

P. H. McCarthy, Brotherhood of Car- 
penters. 

Jno. Riegert, Steam Fitters. 

Ernest Edler, Stone Cutters. 

F. J. McNulty, Electrical Workers. 

Chas. H. Leps, Tile Layers, 

John C. Welsh, Granite Cutters. 

F. Feeney, Elevator Constructors. 

T. F. Parkinson, Plumbers and Gas 
Fitters. 

Delegate Duncan moved that a special 
committee of five be appointed to con- 
sider the question' of fixing a basis of 
representation and the manner of call- 
ing the vote according to the member- 
ship of the affiliated organization. A 
protracted discussion occurred on the 
motion participated in by Delegates 
Duncan, McNulty, Kirby, Leps, Ryan, 
Spencer, Balhorn, Walsh, McCarthy, 
and on division, the vote stood 19 in 
favor, 16 against. A roll call was re- 
quested and the result showed: 

Ayes — Huber, Bauscher, Funk, Carlin, 
Meacham, McCarthy, Breen, Hannahan, 
Duncan, Welsh, Silver, Lilien, Stem- 
burgh, Butler, Barry, Ryan, McSorley, 



Brandt, Parkinson, Spencer, Edler. To- 
tal, 21. 

Noes — Kirby, Crampton. Fife, Tracy, 
Gengenbach, Godshall, McNulty, Mc- 
Laughlin, Feeney, McKee, Price, Han- 
ratta, Redding, O'Sullivan, Hedrick, 
Linxwiler, Sands, Walsh, Riegert, Leps. 
Total, 20. 

The chair, therefore, declared the mo- 
tion to appoint a committee carried. 

The Secretary called attention to the 
expense already incurred and that which 
must necessarilly be borne in carrying 
out the convention, and asked advice as 
to the employment of a stenographer 
and the preparation of reports and min- 
utes either in printed or typewritten 
form. As a result of the inquiry a 
motion prevailed to appoint a committee 
of five to be known as the Ways and 
. Means Committee and they instructed 
to devise some method to cover the ex- 
pense of the convention. The chairman 
requested time that he might look over 
the list of delegates preparatory to mak- 
ing the appointments. He announced 
.the special Committee, however, as fol- 
lows: Delegates Duncan, Lilien, Mc- 
Laughlin, Kirby, Ryan. 

On motion a committee of five mem- 
bers was appointed to be known as 
Resolution Committee. The chair asked 
sufficient time in which to make the ap- 
pointments and the same was accorded 
him. 

Pending the report to be presented by 
the Committee on Rules, a motion was 
agreed to that the rules of the A. F. 
of L. prevail. 

On motion, a committee of three to be 
known as a Press Committee was ap- 
pointed composed of Delegates Spencer, 
Crampton and Butler. 

Delegate Rieger requested information 
as to why the Asbestos Workers had not 
been invited to attend the convention, 
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apd on the necessary explanation being 
made, the Secretary was instructed to 
communicate with the General Secre- 
tary of the Asbestos Workers making 
explanation as to why they had been 



unintentionally overlooked in issuing the 
call for the convention, and to extend 
an invitation to send delegates. 

At the hour of 5 :35 a motion to ad- 
journ to 9 a. m. Tuesday, was adopted. 



SECOND DAY— Morning Session 



The convention was called to order at 
9:45 a. m., with Delegate Huber in the 
chair. On roll call the following dele- 
gates were noted absent: Comerford, 
Hannahan, Silver, Lilien, McSorley, 
Moran, Leps, Clark, Feeney. 

The chair called for a report of the 
Committee on Rules, who reportecJ as 
follows : 

Report of the Committee on Rules 
AND Order of Business. 

To the Officers and Delegates of the 
First Annual Conference of the Build- 
ing Trades Department^ Held at 
Washington^ D. C.\ 

RULES. 

We recommend the adoption of the 
following rules for the government of 
the conference: 

Rule 1. • The conference shall be call- 
ed to order at 9 a. m. and remain in ses- 
sion until 12 o'clock noon, re-assemble 
at 2 p. m. and continue in session until 
5:30 p. m., except on Saturdays, which 
shall be a half holiday. 

Rule 2. If a delegate while speaking 
be called to order, he shall at the re- 
quest of the chair, take his seat until 
the question of order is decided. 

Rule 3. Should two or more dele- 
gates rise to speak at the same time, the 
chair shall decide who is entitled to the 
floor. 

Rule 4. No delegate shall interrupt 
another in his remarks, except it be to 
call him to a point of order. 



Rule 5. A delegate shall not speak 
more than once on the same subject un- 
til all who wish to speak shall have had 
an opportunity to do so. 

Rule 6. A delegate shall not speak 
niose than twice upon a question with- 
out permission from the conference. 

Rule 7. Speeches shall be limited to 
ten minutes, but the time of speaking 
may be extended by vote of the confer- 
ence. 

Rule 8. A motion shall not be open 
for discussion until it has been seconded 
and stated from the chair. 

Rule 9. At the request of five (5) 
members the mover of a motion shall be 
required to reduce it to writing. 

Rule 10. When a question is pending 
before the conference, no motion shall be 
in order except to adjourn, to refer, for 
the previous question, to postpone in- 
definitely, to postpone for a certain time, 
to divide or amend, which motions shall 
have procedure in the order named. 

Rule 11. Motion to lay on the table, 
shall not be debatable. 

Rule 12. A motion to reconsider shall 
not be entertained unless made by a 
delegate who voted in the majority, and 
shall receive a majority vote. 

Rule 13. That any member failing to 
answer roll-call shall be marked absent, 
but by unavoidable absence he may so 
report to the Secretary and be marked 
present. 

Rule 14. It shall require at least 
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seven members to move the previous 
question. , 

Rule 15. All resolutions shall bear 
the signature of the introducer and the 
title of his union. 

Rule 16. No motion or resolution 
shall be voted upon until the mover or 
introducer has had a chance to speak if 
he so desires. * 

Rule 17. No resolution shall be re- 
ceived after Thursday, February 13th 
session, without the unanimous consent 
of the conference. 

Rule 18. Roberts' rules shall be the 
guide on all matters not herein provided 
for. 

Rule 19. That the first ten (10) front 
seats be reserved for the delegates only, 
that the rear seats be placed at the dis- 
posal of visitors, who shall be required 
to show their union cards to qualify 
them for admission, and that a space 
of at least four feet intervene between 
the seats of the delegates and visitors. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

1. Reading minutes of previous ses- 
sion. 

2. Roll-call. 

3. Report of Committee on Cre- 
dentials. 

4. Report of officers. 

5. Report of regular committees. 

6. Report of special committees. 

7. Unfinished business. 

8. New business. 

9. Election of officers. 

10. Good and welfare of the Depart- 
ment. 

11. Adjournment. 

Any alteration or correction shall be 
made to the Secretary in writing. 
Respectfully submitted, 
M. O'SuLUVAN^ Chairman, 
P. Carlin, 
Ralph V. Brandt, 
WiixiAM Silver, Secretary, 
Jas. G. Hannahan, 

Committee. 



On motion the recommendation of the 
committee to adopt the rules as read- 
was concurred in. 

The chair then appointed Delegate 
W. M. Meacham Sergeant-at-Arms 

The question having arisen as to the 
failure of thie Secretary to read the mi- 
nutes of the previous meeting, and the 
Secretary having stated that he was un- 
able to procure a copy of the proceedings 
owing to his room having been devoted 
to the use of the Special Committee on 
Representation, a motion was adopted 
that a committee be appointed to request 
Secretary Morrison to provide the serv- 
ices of a stenographer during the dav. 
Tlie chair volunteered to serve in the 
capacity of committeeman, and a recess 
was taken for fifteen minutes to enable 
him to see Mr. Morrison. On re-assem- 
bling it was reported that the general 
office was unable to provide the services 
of a stenographer owing to the volume 
of work in the office, to be disposed of, 
but that an outside stenographer could 
be secured at the rate of $10 per day,, 
with an additional charge for each folio. 
He, therefore, recommended that in 
view of the probable excessive cost it 
would be well to have the work done 
by the stenographers in the general of- 
fice in a brief fori^i for presentation at 
each meeting of the convention. A mo- 
tion by Delegate McNulty that a sten- 
ographer be employed so that an accur- 
ate copy of the proceedings might be se- 
cured and distributed to each of the 
delegates was later amended so that the 
Secretary be required to secure a type- 
written copy for presentation at each 
session. 

The chair called for the report of the 
Committee on Credentials, but the Com- 
mittee was unable to present a report. 

The Secretary announced that pho- 
tographer was waiting to take the pic- 
ture of the delegates for publication in 
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the press. The invitation on motion, was 
not accepted. 

The chair announced the Committee 
on Resolutions as follows: Delegates 
Bauscher, McKee, Comerford, A. C. 
Smith, Thos. Redding. 

Committee on Ways and Means — 
Delegates Hedrick, Funk, Fyfe, Gengen- 
back, Stemburgh. 

The Special Committee appointed at 
the preceding session to report a plan of 
representation and poll of votes reported 
as follows : 

Washington, D. C, Feb. 11, '08. 

To the Delegates of the Building Trades 

Conference. 

Greeting: — Your Committee on Rep- 
resentation respectfully submit the fol- 
lowing : 

The basis of representation in the con- 
vention shall be : 

From national and international uni- 
ons of less than 4,009 members, one del- 
egate; 4,000 or more, two delegates; 
8,000 or more, three delegates; 16,000 
or more, four delegates; 32,000 or more 
five delegates, and so on. 

Questions may be decided by a divi- 
sion or show of hands; but if a call of 
the roll is demanded by one-third of the 
delegates present, each delegate shall 
cast one vote for every 200 members he 
represents up to 10,000, and thereafter 
one vote for each 203 members or major 
portion thereof. 

And we refer to the favorable consid- 
eration of the Committee on Law that 
the election of officers, changes of con- 



stitution, and questions of revenue shall 

be determined by roll call. 

Respectfully submitted, 
James Duncan, 
John J. McLaughlin, 
F. M. Ryan, 

H. LlLlEN, 

James Kirby, 

Committee. 

Delegate Duncan, reporting for the 
committee, explained that the members 
thereof had failed to agree on the man- 
ner of polling the vote of the conven- 
tion, and he was unable to make a suit- 
able recommendation. It seemed to be 
agreeable to the members of the com- 
mittee, according to their expression in 
session, that the basis of representation 
prevailing in tHe American Federation 
of Labor was entirely satisfactory, but 
the disposal of subjects requiring a vote 
was one upon which the most divergent 
opinion was expressed. Delegate Hed- 
rick thereupon moved to concur in the 
report of the committee. Delegate 
Feeney moved to amend that the report 
be printed or typewritten and each dele- 
gate furnished with a copy, and one 
handed to the Laws Committee, so that 
the delegates might digest the substance 
of the report and be prepared to dispose 
of the matter at 2 p. m. Delegate 
O' Sullivan asked whether the committee 
had considered the question of represen- 
tation in local bodies, and whether the 
matter of providing revenue had been 
considered. Delegate Duncan answered 
in the negative, as did each member of 
the committee, whereupon the amend- 
ment to defer action until the afternoon 
session was carried. 

On motion the report of Delegate 
Kirby, presented to the delegates at the 
opening of the session was referred to 
the Law Committee. 

Adjournment was taken at 11:25 a. 
m. until 2 p. m. 



SECOND DAY —Afternoon Session 



The meeting opened at 2:25 p. m., 

with Delegate Huber in the chair. On 

roll-call the following delegates were 

noted absent: Delegates Lilien, Butler, 
(2) 



Barry, Ryan, Brandt, Leslie, McKee, 
Parkinson. 

The reading of the minutes of the pre- 
vious meeting was called for, and with 
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the exception of an error in the report 
of the number of delegates to which the 
Stone Cutters' International Union were 
entitled, and which was altered, they 
w6re found to be correct and approved. 
The Secretary read the following tele- 
gram, sent under instruction of the pre- 
ceding session: 

P. G. lessen, 320 South Garrison Ave., 
St. Louis J Mo. : 

Unfortunately your International Un- 
ion was not included in Building Trades 
invited to pending convention. By in- 
struction you are herewith invited to 
send delegate. 

Wm. J. Spencer, Secretary. 

The chair called Delegate O'Sullivan 
to preside, who announced that the re- 
port qf the Special Committee on Repre- 
sentation and poll of vote was before 
the convention. Delegate Hedrick moved 
to adopt the report of the committee. 
Delegate McNulty moved to amend the 
report by striking out the words "for 
every 100 members he represents up to 
10,000, and thereafter one vote for each 
200 members or major portion thereof." 
A protracted discussion was indulged in 
by Delegates Kirby, Carlin, Huber, Hed- 
rick, Bausher, McCarthy, in opposition 
to the amendment, and Delegates Bal- 
horn, Barry, Walsh, Clark, Feeney, 
Ryan, Couglin, Edler, in support of 
the amendment. Delegate Duncan 
explained at great length the ef- 
fect of the amendment on the vot- 
ing strength of the convention, . as 
well as the voting plan, were the sys- 
tem prevailing in the American Federa- 
tion of Labor adopted. Subsequently it 
was moved that the entire matter be re- 
ferred to the Law Committee. The mo- 
tion to refer was lost. Delegate Riegert 
called for the previous question, tttere 
being sufficient show of hands. The pre- 
vious question was put and adopted. 
The amendment to strike out the para^ 



graph above reported was thereupon 
carried, leaving the amended report of 
the committee to read as follows: 

Washington, D. C, Feb. 11, '08. 
To the Delegates of the Building Trades 
Conference. 

Greeting: — Your Committee on Rep- 
resentation respectfully submit the fol- 
lowing : 

. The basis of representation in the 
convention shall be : 

From National or International Uni- 
ons of less than 4,000 members, one dele- 
gate ; 4,000 or more, two delegates ; 8,030 
or moi-e, three delegates ; 16,000 or more, 
four delegates ; 32,000 or more, five dele- 
gates, and so on. 

Questions may be decided by a divi- 
sion or show of hands; but if a call of 
the roll is demanded, each delegate shall 
cast one vote. 

And we refer to the favorable consid- 
eration of the Committee on Law that 
the election of officers, changes of consti-r 
tution, and question of revenue shall be 
determined by roll-call. 

Respectfully submitted, 
James Duncan, 
John J. McLaughlin, 
F. M. Ryan, 
H. LiuEN, 
James Kirby, 

Committee. 

Resolution No. 1 was then presented 
as follows, and on motion referred to 
the Committee on Resolutions: 

Be it Resolved, That the Building 
Trades of Greater New York hereby 
petition the Department of Building 
Trades through its Resolution Commit- 
tee, fully believing that the best inter- 
ests of the Building Trades can be 
served, by recognizing the bona fide and 
legitimate and strictly Building Trades 
bodies that now exist in Greater New 
York, by granting local autonomy to 
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each Borough, or either through a Cen- 
tral Body, now known as the "Central 
Association of Building Trades of New 
York," who shall issue sub-charters to: 

Board of Representatives Building 
Trades, Borough of Bronx. 

United Board Building Trades, Bor- 
ough of Richmond. 

Board of Delegates Building Trades, 
Borough of Brooklyn. 

Board of Representatives Building 
Trades, Boroughs Queens, (Nassau and 
Suffolk.) 



Consolidated Board Business Agents 
Building Trades New York; Borough of 
Manhattan. 

Signed by Representatives: Central 
Association, David MacrCay, Samuel 
Richardson; Bronx, James L. Devine, 
John Hopkin; Brooklyn, Charles Burns; 
Queens, John M. Halleck; Richmond, 
Chas. Lange ; Manhattan, John Taggart. 

Adjournment was taken at 5:15, to re- 
assemble at 9 o'clock a. m. Wednesday. 



THIRD DAY— Morning Session 



The convention assembled at 9:45 
with Delegate Huber in the chair. The 
minutes of the previous meeting were 
read, and an error was noted by Dele- 
gate McNulty in the action of the con- 
vention on the report of the Special 
Committee on the question of polling 
the vote of th^ convention. The Secre- 
tary was instructed to strike out the 
words "by one-third of the delegates 
present" leaving the paragraph to read: 

"Question may be decided by a divi- 
sion or show of hands, but if a call of 
the roll is demanded, each delegate shall 
cast one vote." 

Delegate Ryan stated that he had 
proposed some form of compromise on 
the question under discussion in the 
afternoon session of the previous day 
and that the minutes did not show any 
remarks made by him thereon. After 



the correction noted had been made the 
minutes stood approved. 

Delegate McCarthy raised objection to 
calling the roll for the reason that the 
committees were unable to report, and in 
view of the fact that adjournment must 
be taken in order to permit them to 
complete the work on hand, he con- 
tended it was unfair to call the roll at 
the morning session. On motion, the 
question of the roll was dispensed with. 

Delegate McCarthy moved that in 
view of the fact that the committees 
are unable to report because of their 
having insufficient time in which to pre- 
pare their reports for presentation, and 
again, in view of the fact of this being 
the anniversary of President Lincoln's 
birth, an adjournment be taken until 
Thursday morning at 9 a. m. The mo- 
tion to adjourn was unanimously car- 
ried. 



FOURTH DAY— Morning Session 



The convention was called to order 
at 11 a. m., with Delegate Huber in the 
chair. The minutes of the previous 
meeting were read and duly approved. 
On roll call. Delegates Price, Balhorn, 
McKee, Moran, Parkinson were noted 
absent. 

The chair called for the report of 



the Committee on Resolutions, and Del- 
egate Bausher, for the Committee, pre- 
sented the following report: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1. 

Be It Resolved'. 

That the Building Trades of Greater 
New York hereby petition the Depart 
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ment of Building Trades through its 
Resolutions Committee, fully believing 
that the best interests of the Building 
Trades can be served, by recognizing 
the bona Ude and legititmate and strict- 
ly Building Trades Bodies that now ex- 
ist in Greater New York, by granting 
local autonomy to each Borough, or 
either through a Central Body, now 
known as the "Central Association of 
Building Trades of New York," who 
shall issue sub-charters to: 

Board of Representatives Building 
Trades, Borough of Bronx. 

United Board Building Trades, Bor- 
ough of Richmond. 

Board of Delegates Building Trades, 
Borough of Brooklyn. 

Board of Representatives Building 
Trades, Borough Queens (Nassau 
and SuflFolk). 

Consolidated Board Business Agents 
Building Trades, New York, Bor- 
ough of Manhattan. 

Signed by Representatives, 

Central Association — David MacKay, 
Samuel Richardson. 

Bronx — James L. Devine, John Hop- 
kin. 

Brooklyn — Charles Burns. 

Queens — ^John M. Halleck. 

Richmond — Chas. Lange. 

Manhattan — John Taggart. 

Your Comqaittee believes that the 
Building Trades of Greater New York 
now organized with bona fide trades 
are entitled to consideration by this 
bod}^, and we recommend that this reso- 
lution be referred to the proper offii- 
cials with the request that they take 
immediate action. 

(Signed) C. H. Bausher. 

A. C. Smith. 

Matt. Comerford. 

T. Redding. 

On motion, the report of the Com- 
mittee was unanimously concurred in. 



The report of the Law Committee was 
called for and Delegate Hannahan, as 
Chairman, reported that time would not 
permit of a complete report and the 
Secretary would read that prepared in 
brief form for the benefit of the dele- 
gates, but at a later session it would 
be presented in greater detail. Dele- 
gate McCarthy moved that the Secre- 
tary of the Committee be permitted to- 
read the report and instructed to at 
once have it printed for presentation 
to the convention at 3 p. m. Thursday. 
At the conclusioi^ of the reading the 
chair instructed the Secretary to turn 
the report over to the printer per the 
resolution. 

The Secretary read a telegram from 
P. J. Jessen of the Asbestos Workers*^ 
as follows : 

St. Louis, Mo., Feb. 11, 1908. 
Wm. Spencer, 

Care The American Federation of 
Labor, JVashington, D. C. 
Unable to send delegate. If allowed,, 
give proxy to John Riegert of Stean* 
Fitters. 

(Signed) P. J. Jessen. 

On motion, the Secretary was in- 
structed to notify the Asbestos Work- 
ers that proxy representation is not 
permissible. 

The Secretary read the following 
communication : 

Building Trades Mechanics Councii, 

of 

Washington, D., C, and Vicinity. 

Writer's address, 507 S. St., N. W. 

Washington, D. C, Feb. 12, 1908. 
Mr. Wm. J. Spencer, Secretary Build- 

ing Trades Convention, Washington, 

D. C. 

Dear Sir and Brother: I am di- 
rected by the Building Trades Mechan- 
ics Council of Washington, D. C, and 
Vicinity, to protelst against the seating 
of any delegate of the Slate and Tile 
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Roofers' Union, in your honorable body, 
until such time as they assist and aid 
the building trades of this city, in the 
fight against the so-called open shop. 

Our cause is greatly injured by the 
members of the above-named union, by 
working on struck jobs, thus prolong- 
ing the struggle of Organized Labor 
for its rights, and giving the promoters 
of the open shop the chance to truth- 
fully say "these jobs are open shop 
jobs." 

Thanking you in advance, I am, 
Fraternally yours, 
{Signed.) James S. O'Hagan, 
Secretary. 

On motion of Delegate O'Sullivan, 
the Secretary was instructed to notify 
the Building Trades Mechanics Council, 
of Washington, D. C, that it is not 
within the province of this convention 
to unseat a duly credited delegate from 
an eligible affiliated International 
Union. 

Resolution No. 2, presented by John 
Riegert, was read, as follows : 

RESOLUTION NO. 2. 

Whereas^ the twenty-seventh annual 
convention of the American Federation 
of Labor held in Norfolk, Va., in No- 
vember, 1907, concured in a report of 
the Building Trades Committee that a 
department be chartered bv the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor to be composed 
of national and international building 
trades organizations, same to be given 
autonomy over building trades sections, 
and 

Whereas, no modern building is com- 
plete, or indeed capable of being profit- 

FIFTH DAY- 

The convention opened at 9:30 a. m., 
with Delegate W. D. Huber in the 
chair. The minutes of the previous 
meeting were read, and on motion duly 
approved by the convention. On roll 
call, Delegates Hannahan, Welsh, Stem- 



ably occupied without the installation 
of improved machinery adapted to rapid 
conveyance, light and comfort, and 

Whereas, the International Associa- 
tion of Machinists having been granted 
jurisdiction by the American Federation 
of Labor over the manufacture, assem- 
bling, and erecting of such necessary 
machinery, it is therefore 

Resolved, that the Machinists' craft 
be, and it is herewith recognized, as 
a basic part of the Building Trades 
Industry, and, be it further 

Resolved, that the Machinists, organi- 
zation be granted representation in the 
International Building Trades Organi- 
zation subject to all rules and other 
regulations that may be adopted. 

Delegate Riegert moved that the res- 
olution be referred to the Committee 
on Resolutions. Delegate Ryan rose to 
a point of order, and pointed out that 
the convention had disposed of the sub- 
ject-matter when acting on the report 
of the Committee on Credentials. The 
chair, however, ruled that the resolu- 
tion be referred to the Committee on 
Law. 

On motion, an adjournment was taken 
until 3:00 p. m., to permit of the Con- 
stitution in printed form being pre- 
sented. 

; On re-assembling, at 3:00 p. m., it 
was reported that the printer was unable 
to deliver the proposed constitution as 
arranged for presentation to the 3:00 
o'clock session, and by unanimous con- 
sent an adjournment was taken until 
9:00 a. m., Friday morning. 

-Morning Session 

burgh, Lilien, McSorley, Linxwiler, Mc- 
Kee, Moran, Parkinson and Leps were 
noted absent. 

Delegate Balhorn asked permission to 
substitute E. E. Hancock in place of C 
A. Linxwiler, who had been suddenly 
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called from the :ity. On motion, the 
request was complied with. 

The Committee on Credentials re- 
ported through Delegate Kirby that the 
Engineers had presented the creden- 
tials of J. J. McCracken and J. W. 
Kendall, and that they found the En- 
gineers duly entitled to additional dele- 
gates. Delegate O'Sullivan moved that 
the credentials be referred to a Special 
Committee. Delegate Lilien moved, in 
amendment, that the motion be laid on 
the table. The chair declared the mo- 
tion out of order. Delegate Coughlan 
stated that there seemed to be an inten- 
tion to pack the convention and was 
therefore opposed to the acceptance of 
the credentials. Delegate Feeney de- 
sired to know whether the Engineers 
paid sufficient per capita tax to en- 
title them to four delegates, and was 
answered in the affirmative by the Sec- 
retary. Delegate Comcrford explained 
at length the manner of appointment of 
delegates from the Engineers. On his 
conclusion, the report of the Creden- 
tial Committee was on motion adopted 
and the delegates seated. 

The chair called for the report of 
the Laws Committee, which was read by 
Delegate Leps, as follows : 

ARTICLE L 

Section L This organization shall 
be known as the Building Trades 
Department of the American Fed- 
eration OF Labor, and shall be com- 
posed of National and International 
Building Trades Organizations recog- 
nized as such, duly and regularly char- 
tered by the American Federation of 
Labor. Membership shall be confined 
to National and International Build- 
ing Trades Organizations who are af- 
filiated with the American Federation 
of Labor, and which are universally 
employed in the Building Industry, 
either in erection, repair, or alteration. 



ARTICLE II. 

Section L The object of this body 
shall be the encouragement and for- 
mation of Local Organizations of Build- 
ing Tradesmen, and the conferring of 
such power and authority upon the sev- 
eral locals of this department as may ad- 
vance the interest and welfare of the 
Building Industry; to adjust trade dis- 
putes along practical lines as they arise 
from time to time and to create a more 
harmonious feeling between the em- 
ployer and employe; to issue charters to 
State and Local Building Trades 
Councils. 

Sec. 2. Recognizing the justice of 
local trade jurisdiction, we aim to guar- 
antee to the various branches of the 
Building Industry control of such work 
as rightfully belongs to them, and to 
which they are justly entitled. 

ARTICLE III. 

Section 1. The annual convention of 
this department shall be held the first 
Monday in May, at such place as may 
be selected by the preceding convention. 
Special conventions may be called by 
the President should a majority of the 
affiliated Nationals and International 
organizations so request. 

Sec. 2. The basis of representation in 
the convention shall be: From National 
or International Unions of less than 
4,000 members, one delegate; 4,000 or 
more, two delegates; 8,000 or more, 
three delegates; 16,000 or more, four 
delegates ; 32,000 or more, five delegates,, 
and so on. 

Questions may be decided by a divi- 
sion or show of hands : but if a call of 
the roll is demanded, each delegate shall 
cast one vote. State and Local Councils 
shall be entitled to one delegate and 
one vote. 

Sec. 3. The delegates shall be elected 
at least thirty days previous to the con- 
vention, and the names of such dele- 
gates shall be forwarded to the Secre- 
tary-Treasurer of the Department im- 
mediately after election. 

Sec. 4. The Secretary shall prepare 
for the use of the convention printed 
poll lists, containing the number of votes- 
the delegates from affiliated organiza- 
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tions are entitled to not later than Feb- 
ruary 28, preceding the convention. 

Sec. 5. No organization that has se- 
ceded, or been expelled or suspended by 
this Department, the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, or by any National or 
International organization connected 
therewith, shall, while under such pen- 
alty, be allowed representation or recog- 
nition in this organization, or in 
any local or State Council under penalty 
of suspension of the body violating this 
section. 

Sec. 6. No organization shall be en- 
titled to representation unless such or- 
ganization is in good standing in the 
American Federation of Labor, or shall 
have applied for and received a certi- 
ficate of affiliation at least three months 
prior to a convention of this Depart- 
ment, and no person shall be recognized 
as a delegate whose National or Inter- 
national organization is not affiliated 
with this Department. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Section I. The officers of this De- 
partment shall consist of a President, 
five Vice-Presidents, and a Secretary- 
Treasurer, to be elected at the annual 
convention, these officers to constitute 
the Executive Council, and no two mem- 
bers can belong to the same organiza- 
tion. 

Sec. 2. The President and Secretary- 
Treasurer shall be members of the suc- 
ceeding convention in case they are not 
delegates , but without vote and shall 
be eligible to reelection. 

Sec. 3. All elective officers shall be 
members in good standing of their re- 
spective organizations. 

Sec. 4. The terms of the officers of 
this Department shall end on the first 
day of June following the convention. 

Sec. 5. The President and Secretary- 
Treasurer shall engage suitable offices 
in the city of Washington. D. C, for 
the transaction of the business of the 
organization. 

Sec. 6. All books and financial ac- 
counts -shall at all times be open to the 
inspection of the President and Execu- 
tive Council. 



ARTICLE V. 

Section 1. All permanent salaried 
officers of this Department shall devote 
their exclusive time to its interests. 

Sec. 2. The President shall preside 
at all conventions and Executive Council 
meetings, and exercise supervision of 
the Department throughout its jurisdic- 
tion ; sign all official documents, orders 
on the Secretary-Treasurer, and devote 
his exclusive time for the advancement 
of the best interests of the Department ; 
he shall receive for his services such 
remuneration as may be determined up- 
on from time to time by the annual con- 
ventions. 

Sec. 3. The Vice-Presidents shall as- 
sist the President in the performance 
of his duties, and watch legislative meas- 
ures in the interest of this Department. 

Sec. 4. The Secretary-Treasurer shall 
keep a correct record of the proceedings 
of the conventions and meetings of the 
Executive Council ; he shall keep a list 
of all the officers of the affiliated organi- 
zations; he shall furnish all affiliated or- 
ganizations with a monthly statement of 
all business transacted; and shall conduct 
all official correspondence pertaining to 
the Department; he shall have full 
charge of the financial, affairs of the De- 
partment, and shall keep an itemized ac- 
count of all expenditures and be pre- 
pared to submit his books and other ac- 
counts to the Auditing Committee at the 
direction of tl\e Executive Council ; he 
shall receive such compensation as shall 
have been determined by the convention 
prior to his election; he shall not be al- 
lowed to leave Headquarters on official 
business without the consent of the Pres- 
ident ; he shall furnish within four weeks 
after his election a bond, to be approved, 
and the amount fixed by the Executive 
Council^ for the faithful performance of 
his duties as Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Department; the expenses of bond shall 
be born by the organization. 

Sec. 5. Regular meetings of the Ex- 
ecutive Council shall be held semi- 
annually in January and September, at 
.such places as the Board in its judg- 
ment may deem wise to select. Special 
meetings may be held in the interim, 
should occasion arise that may demand 
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the instant assembling of the Council, 
by a call of the President. 

ARTICLE VI. 

Section 1. The revenue for the sup- 
port of this Department shall be de- 
rived from an initiation fee on the Na- 
tional or International Unions of one 
hundred ($100.00) dollars each; the 
sale of supplies, and by a per capita tax 
of one-quarter (^) of one per cent per 
member per month upon members of 
all affiliated National and International 
organizations, and the sale of charters 
and supplies to Local and State Coun- 
cils, the cost of same to be $10.00 to 
each organization. 

ARTICLE VII. 

Section 1. The President shall re- 
ceive as compensation a salary of $2,- 
200.00 per year. 

Sec. 2. The Secretary-Treasurer shall 
receive as compensation a salary of 
$2,000.00 per year. 

Sec. 4. The Executive Council shall 
receive for each meeting, and for all 
other work required of them, and done 
under orders of the President, as com- 
pensation, $5.00 per day. 

Sec. 4. The above officers shall re- 
ceive transportation charges and be al- 
lowed $4.50 per day for hotel and in- 
cidental expenses. 

ARTICLE VIIL 

Section 1. Each affiliated organiza- 
tion shall be required to submit a writ- 
ten statement covering the extent and 
character of its trade jusisdietion. No 
encroachment by other trades will be 
countenanced or tolerated. 

Sec. 2. On receipt of a claim of juris- 
diction, the Secretary-Treasurer shall 
send a copy of the same to affiliated or- 
ganizations. Should a conflict in juris- 
diction occur, the parties in interest shall 
hold a joint conference within ninety 
days, and endeavor to adjust their dif- 
ferences, and if no adjustment has been 
reached within the prescribed time, the 
disputed points shall be referred to the 
next convention of the Department for 
a decision, and their award shall be 
binding upon all affiliated organiza- 
tions. 



ARTICLE IX. 

Section 1. The following committees, 
consisting of five (5) members, shall be 
appointed by the President: 

1. Rules and Order of Business. 

2. Report of President. 

3. Report of Secretary-Treasurer. 

4. Resolutions. 

5. Laws. 

6. Organization. 

7. Adjustment. 

8. Local and State Organizations. 

Sec. 2. The President shall direct 
the chief executive officers of three Na- 
tional or International Unions, at least 
ten days previous to the holding of the 
annual convention, to appoint one dele- 
gate each from their respective dele- 
gations-elect, who shall compose the 
Auditing Committee. This committee 
shall meet at such place, and at such a 
time as the President of the Department 
may determine is necessary for the pro- 
per performance of their duty; and they 
shall audit the accounts of the Depart- 
ment for the preceding twelve months, 
and report upon credentials immediately 
upon the opening of the convention. The 
expenses of said committee shall be paid 
out of the funds of the Department. 

Sec. 3. Resolutions of any character, 
or propositions for changes in this con- 
stitution can not be introduced in the 
convention after the second day's ses- 
sion, except by unanimous consent. 

Sec. 4. The convention shall have 
power to order an executive session 
at any time. 

Sec. 5. None other than members 
of a bona-fide trade union shall be per- 
mitted to address the convention or 
read papers therein, except by a two- 
thirds vote of the convention. 

Sec. 6. The rules and order of busi- 
ness governning the preceding conven- 
tion shall be in force from the open- 
ing of any convention of this Depart- 
ment until new rules have been adopted. 

Sec. 7. A quorum for the transaction 
of business shall consist of not less than 
a majority of the delegates attending 
a convention. 

Sec. 8. No grievance shall be consid- 
ered by any convention that has been de- 
cided by a previous convention, except 
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upon the recommendation of the Execu- 
tive Council, nor shall any grievance be 
<:onsidered where the parties thereto 
have not previously held a conference 
and attempted to adjust the same them- 
selves. 

RULES OF ORDER. 

.1. Call to order. 

2. Presenting credentials. 

3. Report of Committee on Creden- 
tials. 

4. Roll call of Delegates. 

5. Reading of minutes. 

6. Appointment of standing commit- 
tees. I 

7. Reports of Officers. 

8. Reports of Standing and Special 
Committees. 

9. Unfinished business. 

10. New business. 

11. Election and installation of Offi- 
cers. 

12. Adjournment. 

ARTICLE X. 

Section 1. Where there exists three 
(3) or more local unions of affiliated 
trades in any locality, they shall, when 
called upon by the Department, be com- 
pelled by their respective Nationals or 
International organizations to form a 
Local Building Trades Council of this 
Department, and the locals thereof, when 
chartered, must be governed in accord- 
ance with the laws of this Department. 

Sec. 2. Each organization affiliated 
with a local council shall be held re- 
sponsible for the acts of its .members, 
and any local or organization which fails 
or refuses to discipline its members for 
violations of the wx^rking rules of the 
■council shall be dealt with in acccfrd- 
ance with the laws, and the secretary of 
the local council shall report the matter 
to the Secretary-Treasurer o§ this De- 
partment who shall notify the National 
or International organization to disci- 
pline their rebellious locals. Should the 
National or International refuse or neg- 
lect to do so within sixty days, the 
Secretary-Treasurer shall request the 
local council and the offending local or- 
ganization for the evidence in the case, 
which will be laid before the Executive 
Council at its next regular or special 
meeting, who shall take such action as, 
in their judgment, the evidence in the 



case warrants; which action shall re- 
main in full force until the next con- 
vention : Provided, however. No local 
organization shall be required to violate 
any written agreement now in force with 
its employers, but when said agreements 
terminate new ones shall not be entered 
into containing a clause which will pre- 
vent any local organization from obey- 
ing the laws of this Department. 

Sec. 3. All local pouncils shall adopt 
a quarterly working card of uniform 
character, which shall be carried by all 
affiliated members, and to be paid for as 
the by-laws of the council may deter- 
mine; and no other card shall be rec- 
ognized by the amiiated traaes jn any 
job or building, where they are em- 
ployed. 

Sec. 4. Where District Councils or 
Central Bodies in any craft exist, the 
representation to the Local Council must 
come through that District Council or 
Central Body, as the case may be; and 
all business between the council and 
their affiliated organization must be done 
through the District Councils of the dif- 
ferent organizations, where such exist. 

Sec. 5. Each local council shall es- 
tablish an executive board, composed of 
the president and secretary and one dele- 
gate from each affiliated organization. 

Sec. 6. The duties of local executive 
boards shall be to attend to any busi- 
ness assigned to them by the local coun- 
cils in accordance with the laws of this 
Deoartment. 

ARTICLE XL 

Section 1. The officers of the local 
alliances shall consist of president, vice- 
president, secretaries, treasurer, ser- 
geant-at-arms, and board of trustees. 
It shall be optional with the local coun- 
cil if they desire to consolidate the offi- 
ces of secretaries and treasurer. 

Sec. 2. The president shall preside 
at the meetings, preserve order, enforce 
the constitution and by-laws, and see 
that the other officers perform their du- 
ties in accordance with the laws of this 
Department, and its local council. 

Sec. 3. The vice-president shall, in 
the absence of the president, perform 
all duties appertaining to the office of 
president. 
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Sec. 4. The recording and corres- 
ponding secretaries shall keep a record 
of the proceedings of the council, and 
attest all orders signed by the president. 
He shall be custodian of the archives 
and seal of the council. He shall fur- 
nish each affiliated union with a copy of 
the proceedings of the council, and he 
shall perform such other duties as are 
elsewhere indicated in this constitution 
and assigned him by the council. He 
shall receive such salary as the council, 
by motion or resolution, may determine. 

Sec. 5. The financial secretary shall 
receive all dues and moneys to be paid 
to the council and pay the same over 
to the treasurer, taking his receipt there- 
for. He shall keep an accurate account 
of all moneys received and expended. 
He shall issue all orders for the pay- 
ment of bills ordered by the council, the 
same to be attested by the signatures 
of the president and the recording and 
corresponding secretary. He shall make 
quarterly financial reports to the council. 
He shall notify all unions in arrears, 
and he shall receive such salary as the 
council on motion or resolution, may 
determine. 

Sec. 6. The treasurer .shall receive 
from and receipt for all moneys paid to 
him by the financial secretary, and dis- 
burse the same upon the order of the 
council. He shall keep an account of 
all moneys received and expended and 
produce his books for inspection when- 
ever called upon by the board of trus- 
tees. He shall not retain more than 
one hundred ($100.00) dollars in his 
possession at ony one time, and shall de- 
posit all moneys or funds in such bank 
as the council may designate. He shall 
furnish such bonds as the council may 
require and receive such salary as the 
council, by motion or resolution, may 
determine. 

Sec. 7. The sergeant-at-arms shall 
maintain order and perform such other 
duties as the local council may direct. 

Sec. 8. The secretary-treasurer may 
at any time, either in person or by dep- 
uty, examine and take possession of the 
books of a local council, and in case 
of a dissolution of a local council, all 
moneys and other properties in posses- 
sion of the local council shall imme- 
diately be forwarded to the general office 



in such a manner as the Secretary- 
Treasurer .shall direct. 

Sec. 9. No local council can be dis- 
banded so long as three organizations 
will continue their affiliation. 

Sec. 10. No member shall be eligible to 
hold any office in any local council unless 
his organization shall have paid all its 
indebtedness to the local council up ta 
the first day of the current quarter. 

ARTICLE XH. 

Section 1. No local council shall re- 
ject an application for membership by 
a local uifion, chartered by a National 
or International organization affiliated 
with this Department. The eligibility 
of all delegates whose credentials have 
been presented to the local councils shall 
be determined by the local council irt 
accordance with its laws. This Depart- 
ment grants full autonomy to all local 
councils in the government of their 
local aflFairs in conformity with the laws 
of this Department. 

Sec. 2. All demands for increased 
wage or reduction of hours must be sub- 
mitted to the local council and receive 
its approval, and under no considera- 
tion shall a local union or unions of any 
organization affiliated with this Depart- 
ment be allowed to inaugurate strikes 
without the local council's consent. 

LAWS FOR STATE BODIES. 

Three local councils or more in any 
State or province may form State Build- 
ing Trades Councils in the United States 
or Canada with power to make their 
own laws in conformity with the laws of 
this Department. 

Amendments to constitution can be 
made only by majority vote during the 
annual ctjnventions. 

Delegate Duncan moved that the word 
"article," appearing through the proposed 
constitution, be stricken out and the 
sections be numbered in consecutive 
order. 

The motion was unanimously con- 
curred in. The Secretary then read 
Section 1, which was unanimously 
adopted. 
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"Section 1. This organization shall 
be known as the Building Trades de- 
partment OF THE American Federa- 
tion OF Labor, and shall be composed 
"of National and International Building 
Trades Organizations recognized as 
such, duly and regularly chartered by 
the American Federation of Labor. 
Membership shall be confined to Na- 
tional and International Building Trades 
Organizations who are affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor, and 
which are universally employed in the 
Building industry, either in erection, re- 
pair or alteration." 

Section 2, Delegate Bausher suggested 
a motion to amend by inserting on sec- 
ond line after words "local organiza- 
tions," "composed of unions affiliated 
with their respective National or Inter- 
national Building tradesmen." 

The motion, however, did not receive 
a second, and was, therefore, not enter- 
tained. 

Delegate McCarthy explained the val- 
ue of State organizations and defended 
the section as reported by the Commit- 
tee most emphatically. Delegate Dun- 
can moved to amend by striking out the 
words "Local" and "tradesmen" on sec- 
ond line, and to add "trades recognized 
by the A. F. of L." ; the word "the" 
on fifth line, and substitute the word 
"Local," the word industry on fifth 
line and substitute the words "trades 
interests," and to strike out the words 
"state and" on last line, thus making the 
section read as follows: 

"ARTICLE II. 

"Section I. The object of this body 
shall be the encouragement and forma- 
tion of Organizations of Building 
Trades and the recognition of local 
fcouncils by the A. F. of L. ; the confer- 
ring of such power and authority upon 
the several locals of this department 
as may advance the interest and wel- 
fare of Local Building Trades Interests ; 
to adjust trade disputes along practical 
lines as they arise from time to time, 
and to create a more harmonious feel- 



ing between the employer and employe; 
to issue charters to Local Building. 
Trades Councils." 

Delegate Ryan was called to the chair 
and entertained a motion by Delegate 
Redding that Section 1 of Article 2 be 
adopted as read. At this juncture, Dele- 
gate McNulty moved that President 
Gompers be invited to attend the ses- 
sions of the convention and give his 
advice whenever in his judgment it 
would seem to be necessary. The chair 
ruled motion not necessary, as at the 
opening session President Gompers 
and other resident members of the Ex- 
ecutive Council were cordially invited 
to be present throughout the sessions. 
Delegate Duncan stated as First Vice- 
President of the A. F. of L., he was 
authorized to say that President Gom- 
pers would appreciate being notified 
when questions affecting the A. F. of L. 
in the proposed body arise. The chair 
thereupon appointed Delegate McNulty 
to visit President Gompers and request 
his presence. Continuing, Delegate Dun- 
can spoke at length on his amendment, 
pointing out State bodies would tend to 
divide authority and would create a 
dual power in those matters that State 
Federations should exercise. He ad- 
mitted to Delegate Hedrick in yielding 
to a question that the A. F. of L. does 
charter State bodies, and that it was 
to protect these organizations against 
creating a dual authority that he op- 
posed the issuance of charters to State 
Building Trades Councils. Delegate 
McCarthy moved to amend by adding 
after the word "Councils," "for the pur- 
pose of attending to Building Trades 
matters." He strongly maintained the 
necessity for State bodies, contending 
that they are most beneficial, and 
stated that wherever they have been 
established an impetus was given the 
movement, expressing the belief at the 
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same time that past experience had dem- 
onstrated the wisdom of chartering 
State bodies throughout the country. 
He was followed by President Samuel 
Boutwell of New Jersey State Building 
Trades' Council, who was present as a 
visitor, coinciding with the remarks 
of Delegate McCarthy, and testifying to 
the effectiveness of State Bodies. 

Presitlent Gompers of the American 
Federation of Labor made an address 
to the convention and urged against the 
adoption of any proposition looking to- 
ward the issuance of charters to State 
Building Trades Sections, or Councils; 
that we have State Federations of Labor 
particularly devoted to legislative mat- 
ters and this simply by reason of the 
political division of the country in the 
special states in which the Legislatures 
have authority over subject affecting the 
interests of labor; that there is no other 
effective reason for the formation of 
State Federations, and it is scarcely con- 
ceivable to find a gixxi reason for 
Building Trades Councils of a state, 
particularly when there are State Fed- 
erations of Uibor in existence; that 
rivalry and aMiflict are likely to ensue, 
and therefore, Mr. CKimpers expressed 
the hv>|H^ that the cv>nvention would not 
adi^i>t any provision tor the creation or 
the issuance of charters to State Build- 
ing Trades Councils, All agree as to 
the ni^vt-ssity v^f Building Trades Sec- 
tions or Cvnmcils in cities, for there the 
wen can be effcxnive in aiding each other 
in the }>r\Mection of their riiihts and in- 
terx^sTs, and lor the pri>motion of the 
same. 

The r^nramg Trades' IXjvarmient of 
Amenca is an exjx riment, ard if carried 
\>n lo\a';\ ai^d taiibh^'ly to the trade 
iir.jon movt-nu^nt, as we'] a> to the 
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of the most far-reaching value to the 
Building Tradesmen and to the gen- 
eral labor movement. 

The chair ruled the amendment of 
Delegate McCarthy could onty be ac- 
cepted as an addition to the original re- 
port of the committee. Delegate Welch 
then tnoved the previous question. On 
there being a sufficient number of votes, 
the debate was closed and a roll call 
demanded on the amendment offered by 
Delegate Duncan, which stood: 

Xoes — Ruber, Funk, Carlin, Mc- 
Carthy, Tracy, McNult>% McCracken, 
Lilien, Stemburgh, Brandt, Hanratta, 
O'Sullivan, Smith, 'Leslie, Parkinson, 
Sands, Kirby. Bausher, Meacham, 
Crampton, Gengenbach, Comerford, 
Kendall, Breen, Ryan, Price, Redding, 
Hedrick, Hancock, Moran, Spencer. — 31. 

Ayes— Fyfe, Godshall, Coughlin, Mc- 
I^iughlin, Feeney, Duncan, Welsh, Sil- 
ver, Barry, Balhorn. Walsh, Reigert, 
Kdler. Leps. — 14. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
Committee, with the addition as made 
by Delegate McCarthy, was then put 
and carried. 

**Sectiox 2. The object of this body 
shall be the encouragement and forma- 
tion of organizations of building trades- 
men, and the conferring of such power 
and auihorit>- upon the several locals 
of this department as may ad>'ance the 
interest and welfare of the building in- 
dustr>-; to adjust trade disputes aJong 
practical lines as they arise from time 
to time and to create a more harmonious 
feeling between the emplovcr and em- 
ploye; to issue charters to State and 
L^-x-al Building Trades Councils for the 
purpose of ancnding to building trades 
matters,** 

Adopted as aiT)ei>ded- 

At 1 l\« p m. the chair declared an 

av:;onn.r:^e:n :ir-ti' 2:30 p, m. 
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FIFTH DAY — Afternoon Session. 



The convention was called to order 
at 2:30 p. m. Delegate Huber in the 
chair. The roll showed Delegates 
Coughlin, McLaughlin, Comerford, 
Hannahan, Silver, Lilien, Barry, McKee, 
Parkingson and Edler to be absent. The 
chair called attention to the request of 
President Gompers at the opening ses- 
sion, that the statements made at the 
Norfolk Convention, relative to the for- 
mation of a Building Trades' Depart- 
ment, be made part of the record of this 
convention. At the direction of the 
chair, the Secretary read the Proceed- 
ings bearing on the matter, an on mo- 
tion, it was so ordered. 

Mr. Wm, D. Hubcr, Temporary Chair- 
man, Building Trades Conference, 
423-425 G St., Washington, D, C, 
Dear Sir and Brother : I beg to en- 
close to you herein a true transcript of 
the stenographer's notes and typewrit- 
ten statement of the discussion upon 
the subject matter of the resolutions in- 
troduced and adopted by the Norfolk 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor, relative to the subject matter 
of establishing a Building Trades' De- 
partment in connection with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 

Repeating the hope expressed by me 
at the opening of the convention for the 
success of the movement, that may re- 
dound to the advantage of the men of 
the Building Trades, as well as to all 
labor, I am. 

Fraternally yours, 

Samuei. Gompers^ 
President American Federation of Labor, 

Enclosure. 
discussion on report of building 
trades committee. 

(November 22, 1907.) 

Delegate Kennedy— This matter has 
been before the Executive Council, and 
the Executive Council has clearly given 
the Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers this 
claim which is in contention. For that 



reason we recommend reaffirmation of^ 
the decision of the Executive Council. 

Delegate O'Leary — I move you as an 
amendment to the report of the Com- 
rnittee that the report and recommenda- 
tions of the committee together with 
such recommendations as the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor may deem proper, be referred to 
a convention of Building Trades men, 
composed of representatives of Build- 
ing Trades central bodies in every city 
and town wishing to be represented, 
regardless of their present titles; the 
basis of representation and the time 
and place of holding the convention to 
be decided by the Building Trades Com- 
mittee. 

Delegate McNulty— In support of the 
proposition as submitted by the Build- 
ing Trades Committee, I want to say 
that for. the first time in the history 
of the American labor movement the 
recognized bona fide building trades of 
this country have come to a convention 
of the American Federation of Labor 
and have united for the purpose of cre- 
ating a Building Trades Section that 
will unite the labor movement of this 
country. I hope you will not think for 
a moment that it is the intention of the 
building trades to separate our labor 
movement. That is far from the idea. 
The purpose is to have the building 
trades and the miscellaneous trades 
work hand in hand in every city in the 
country to eliminate, if possible, the con- 
tinual fighting of building trades over 
the jurisdiction. 

In the past we have made enemies of 
our friends among the employers 
through fighting over jurisdiction of 
work. We realize that unless the build- 
ing trades can be united under one head, 
it will be impossible to eliminate these 
fights. 

The building trades have agreed 
among themselves to forget the juris- 
diction quarrels, and with the assistance 
of the Executive Council try to create 
a Section that will eliminate those quar- 
rels and protect our friends among the 
employers. I do not have to point to- 
any particular city, but only the metrop- 
olis city of the country where at one 
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time the most perfect Building Trades 
Council existed. As we look back we 
realize that were it possible for us to 
again create that body as perfectly as 
it then existed, our trades would be 
in better condition. We have seen many 
of the employers forced into employers! 
association for protection; we have seen 
them form the Building Trades Council 
and force down our throats compulsory 
arbitration. That is one-sided, and 
gives nothing to the wage-earners. It 
is for us to unite our forces to fight 
them. We agreed here in this conven- 
tion upon a plan to submit for your 
consideration. I sincerely trust you will 
give this your careful consideration, and 
not think for a minute we are trying 
to form a branch in order to divide the 
movement. On the contrary, we want 
to unite the movement and be in a po- 
sition where we can keep the employers 
from forcing down our throats com- 
pulsory arbitration, or the so-called 
"open shop," as they are trying to do 
all over the country today. I trust you 
will vote in favor of the report of the 
Committee. 

Treasurer Lennon — I am not a mem- 
lier of the Building Trades, but I want 
to ask a question. I would like to ask 
the committee what is their plan as to 
representation of this Section in the 
convention of the American Federation 
of Labor. I did not hear that point 
brought out at all. 

Delegate McNalty — If I may be al- 
lowed to answer. The idea of the reso- 
lution is merely to create this depart- 
ment. I understand it is what represent 
tation will the building trades have in 
the convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor? 

Treasurer Lennon — Yes. 

Delegate McNulty — The same repre- 
sentation all other trades have. There 
is no change whatever in that respect. 

Treasurer Lennon — What is the plan 
to be followed to bring about solidarity 
of action locally between the central 
body as now instituted and the local 
section of the building trades? 

Delegate McNulty — No building trades 
union will be allowed in the Building 
Trades Department locally unless that 
local union is affiliated with the cen- 
tral body. Don't think for a minute 



we are trying to separate this branch 
from the American Federation of Labor. 
We want autonomy of central bodies, 
and questions subject to an appeal to 
this body at any and all times. 

President Gompers — These questions 
are all of importance for our future 
guidance. 

Vice-President Duncan — This propo- 
sition from the Building Trades Com- 
mittee is the first tangible action look- 
ing to concrete work among them that 
has ever been presented to this con- 
vention. They have had something in 
their minds all the time along, but it 
never found concrete shape until now. 
If this department is recognized and put 
into use it will consolidate the scattered 
sections and detached portions of the 
building trades throughout the country. 
Some time ago we had a so-called Na- 
tional Building Trades organization. It 
had for its purpose the government of 
building trades affairs. It had the most 
wonderful constitution I ever heard of 
in all my life, and how it hung on by the 
skin of its teeth this few years past is 
a mystery to me. It; however, was 
more or less at some times a refuge 
for organizations that were not in line 
with the regular organizations in the 
building trades. It had, as one of its 
governing features, that local building 
trades sections in the building trades 
conventions would be entitled to as 
many votes as the number of locals in 
each section, the building trade to be 
represented by one delegate alone. The 
local building trades sections thus gov- 
erned the organization. A national 
building trade might have no delegate 
on the convention floor. 

They had another qualification which 
set forth that when an appeal came up 
against a local section, it should be re- 
ferred back to the section in the locality 
from which it came. In other words, 
the offender was to be judge and jury. 
The trades affiliated with this organiza- 
tion soon began to drop away, and 
something was sought to be done for 
the building trades and the locals. There 
was no tangible head with any well- 
regulated national or international rules 
to govern matters of this kind. Now the 
report of the committee supplies means 
for governing the building trades along 
that line. It is true it may be con- 
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sidered somewhat of an innovation from 
the laws of the American Federation 
of Labor; but the building trades need 
some such government, some such con- 
crete action ; they need to have their 
affairs settled by men of their trade 
who know their conditions best. If this 
American Federation of Labor estab- 
lishes a Building Trades Department 
which will handle all building trades 
affairs, it will give us a court wherein 
affairs can be attended to on short 
notice. It will also be a component part 
of the American Federation of Labor, 
and can call under its banner the build- 
ing trades sections or committees and 
consolidate them. The rules laid down 
will be practically the same in all parts 
of the country for the government of the 
building trades, instead of having dif- 
ferent rules in the various localities. 

The subject matter needs some careful 
consideration, because of the establish- 
ment of a department of this kind; but 
when it is remembered that there 
has been a National Building Trades 
Council which has failed, when it 
is understood there is a Struc- 
tural Building Trades Alliance about 
which there is some "misunderstand- 
ing, but whose officers are en- 
tirely in unison with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, you will see this will 
take its place and gives us a Building 
Trades Department in which matters 
pertaining to the building trades can be 
handled with authority. 

The report of the committee provides 
that the organizations to compose this 
Building Trades Department are to be 
building trades affiliated in the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor; the local sec- 
tions are to be composed of delegates 
of building trades and represntatives in 
the central body. The same system of 
attachment to the American Federation 
of Labor follows all the way through. 
We hope it will cut out all this skirm- 
ishing and fighting we have had in the 
past. If the affairs are turned over to 
those who know the conditions best, 
they will have a better system of gov- 
ernment than they have ever had before. 

Delegate Scott in the chair. 

President Gompers — With every word 
that has been uttered thus far upon this 
question, I am in entire accord. I be- 
lieve is the proposition is fairly under- 



stood and properly administered, it is 
goingi to make for a greater solidifica- 
tion of the labor movement of our coun- 
try, and it will eliminate much of the 
former contentions. I repeat, however, 
that it is necessary there be some clearer 
understanding as to what is contem- 
plated. May I -assume that Delegate 
McNulty has been chosen spokesman for 
the committee upon this subject, and 
that he may answer a question or two 
that I may ask, not for my own infor- 
mation, but for the record and for our 
future guidance. 

Vice-President Huber — xhe chair- 
man of the Committee has no jbjection. 

President Gompers — I shall ask either 
the chairman of the committee or Dele- 
gate McNulty or anyone else who can 
speak with authority for the Building 
Trades Committee. 

Have you in mind a specific sum to 
be charged for a local charter of a 
Building Trades Section, and if so, 
about how much, approximately? 

Delegate McNulty — The Building 
Trades had in mind a meeting that 
would be held later on when you and 
other members of the Executive Coun- 
cil would be asked to be with us to give 
us aid in drawing up the details of such 
questions. The Building Trades Coun- 
cil, as you all know, locally must have 
more qr less of an income, but that will 
be charged directly to the locals affiliated 
with that Council, and to no one else. 

President Gompers — I would like to 
inquire whether upon the charter of the 
Department of the Building Trades 
there will "be something of this charac- 
ter: "Department of the Building 
Trades Union of America, of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor." 

Delegate McNulty — Yes; with "Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor'* in big letters 
— about that long. 

President Gompers — If Delegate Mc- 
Nulty would indicate in words rather 
than indicate by his hands, the sten- 
ographer might get it. 

Delegate McNulty — Seventy-two-point 
letters. 

President Gompers — That is a sug- 
gestion from the President of the In- 
ternational Typographical Union. 

I would ask whether it would not be 
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wise for the headquarters of the Build- 
ine Trades to be at the headquarters of 
the American Federation of Labor, with 
suitable headquarters provided for that 
department ? 

Delegate McNulty — It is the general 
opinion that it should be at the head- 
quarters of the A. F. of L. 

President Gompers — Ought not some 
provision be made, in the judgment of 
the building trades representatives, that 
a departmental report be made to the 
Executive officers of the Ameriacn Fed- 
eration of Labor? 

Delegate McNulty — Yes; we intend 
to keep the American Federation of 
Labor thoroughly acquainted with all 
our doings ; in fact, we consider our- 
selves under the Executive Council. 

President Gompers — I desire to say 
as a trade unionist and as a delegate 
to this convention, as well as the Presi- 
dent of the American Federation of 
Labor, the project has my hearty en- 
dorsement. 

Delegate O'Leary — I don't want to be 
misunderstood. There is no man on the 
floor of this convention more anxious 
for a thing of this kind than I am, but 
w^e have been without authority for so 
long that I want to see the best I can, 
backed by the American Federation of 
Labor, and with the consent of at least 
a majority of the building trades of this 
country. 

President Gompers in the chair. 

Delegate Feeney, Milwaukee — What I 
want to say is this: We have had this 
same proposition in Milwaukee since 
1904. When there was no Building 
Trades Council there the building trades 
pulled like balky horses. In 1904 the 
building trades organized a Building 
Trades Section of the central .body 
there, and they have transacted their 
own business. A union that is affiliated 
with the Building Trades Council must 
be in the central body, and a Building 
trade affiliated with the central body 
must belong to the Building Trades 
Council. The proposition has given uni- 
versal satisfaction, and there never was 
satisfaction in those crafts before. The 
principle applied to a national body can- 
not help being a success if it is handled 
along proper lines. 



Delegate Cullen — Is it the intention 
of the International officers to compel 
their local unions to become affiliated 
with the state branches? 

President Gompers — That is the re- 
port made by the secretary of the com- 
mittee. 

Delegate Holland — I believe delegates 
representing the Building Trades under- 
stand what they want better than any- 
one else in the convention, and I move 
the previous question. 

The motion to close debate was car- 
ried, and the motion to adopt the report 
of the Committee on Building Trades 
was carried by unanimous vote. 



Delegate McNulty asked unanimous 
consent of the convention to introduce 
the following resolution : 

RESOLUTION NO. 3. 

"Resolved, That the AMERICAN 
FEDERATION! ST be declared the 
official journal of the Building Trades 
Department of the A. F. of L., and that 
the officers are instructed to effect an 
arrangement with the President of the 
American Federation of Labor with a 
view of securing space for the de- 
partment in which shall be published im- 
portant events regarding the building 
trades union movement, and that we 
urge upon building trades international 
unions to urge upon their local unions 
to subscribe for at least one copy of the 
AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST." 

Chair referred the Resolution No. 3 
to the Committee on Resolutions. 

Delegate Leps continued the report of 
the Law Committee. Section 2 of Ar- 
ticle 2 was on motion amended by 
striking out the word "Local" on first 
line. 

Sec 2. Recognizing the justice of 
trade jurisdiction, we aim to guar- 
antee to the various branches of the 
building industry control of such work 
as rightfully belongs to them, and to 
which they are justly entitled. 

Adopted as amended. 
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ARTICLE III. 

On motion. Section 1 was amended 
so that ♦he annual convention would be 
held immediately following adjournment 
of A- F. of L- Convention, the vote 
standing 18 in favor, 15 against. . 

Sec 1. The ainiual convention of 
this department shall be held immediate- 
ly following adjournment of the Ameri- 
can Federation ot" LalK)r convention, at 
such place as may be selected by the 
preceding convention. Special conven- 
tions may be called by the President 
should a majority of the affiliated Na- 
tionals and International organizations 
so request. 

Delegate McCarthy moved to amend 
Section 2 of the report of the committee 
so that each organization of 4,000 mem- 
bers or more will be entitled to 100 
votes; 8.030 or more, 200 votes; 16,000 
or more. 300 votes; 32,000 or more, 400 
votes, and so on. 

Delegate Duncan opposed the amend- 
ment and moved to amend by striking 
out the last paragraph reading "State 
and Local Councils shall be entitled to 
one vote." 

A lengthy discussion was participated 
in by Delegates Carl in and McCarthy in 
favor of the amendment on the question 
of representation, while Delegates Mc- 
Nulty, Duncan and Leslie favored the 
amendment to the amendment relating 
to State and Local Councils. Delegate 
McCarthy asked permission to withdraw 
his amendment and on the same being 
given, the amendment offered by Dele- 
gate Duncan was agreed to. The Sec- 
tion as amended reads : 

Sec 2. The basis of representation 
in the convention shall be: From 
National or International Unions of less 
than 4,000 members, one delegate; 4,000 
or more, two delegates; 8,000 or more, 
three delegates; 16,000 or more, four 
delegates ; 32,000 or more, five delegates, 
and so on. Questions may be decided 
by a division or show of hands; but if 
(3) 



a call of the roll is demanded, each 
delegate shall cast one vote. 

Sec 3. The delegates shall be eleeted 
at least thirty days previous to the con- 
vention, and the names of such deliegates- 
shall be forwarded to the Secretary- 
Treasurer of the Department immedi- 
ately after election. 

Adopted as read. 

Section 4 was on motion of Delegate- 
Duncan stricken out. 

Section 5 was unanimously amended 
to read: 

Sec- 5. No organization that has se- 
ceded, or been expelled or suspended by 
this Department, the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, or by any National or In- 
ternational organization connected there- 
with, or any local that refuses to join 
the National or International of its 
trade, shall ^ while tinder such penalty, be 
allowed representation, or recognition in 
this Department, or in .any local or State 
Council under penalty of suspension of 
the body violating this section. 

Sec. 6. No organization shall be en- 
titled to representation unless such or- 
ganization is in good standing in the 
American Federation of Labor, or shall 
have applied for and received a certifi- 
cate of affiliation at least three months 
prior to a convention of this Department 
and ro person shall be recognized as a 
delegate whose National or International 
organization is not affiliated with this 
Department. 

Una::imously concurred in. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Sec 1. The officers of this Depart- 
ment shall consist of a President, five 
Vice-Presidents, and a Secretary-Treas- 
urer, to be elected at the annual conven- 
tion by-, ballot, - these officers to consti- 
tute the Executive Council, and no two 
members can belong to the same organi- 
zation i 

A motion to amend by adding the 
words "by ballot," was opposed by Dek* 
gates McCarthy, Spencer, Parkinson, 
Funk, Bausher and Huber, while Dele- 
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gates Welshj Leps and Walsh favored 
the amendment. 

The motion to amend was subsequent- 
ly carried. 

Sec. 2. The President and Secretary- 
Treasurer shall be members of the suc- 
ceding convention in case they are not 
delegates, but without vote, and shall be 
eligible to re-election. 

Unanimously adopted. 

Sec. 3. All elective officers shall be 
members in good standing of their re- 
spective organizations. 

Unanimously adopted. 

Amendment was made to Section 4 
by inserting the. word "January" instead 
of June. 

Sec. 4. The terms of the officers of 
this Department sliall end on the first 
day of January following the conven- 
tion. 

Section 5 was amended by adding the 
words "at headquarters of the A. F. 
of L." 

Sec. 5. The President and Secre- 
tary-Treasurer shall engage suitable of- 
fices in the city of Washington, D. C, 
at headquarters of the Aemrican Feder- 
ation of Labor, for the transaction of 
the business of the organization. 

Sec. 6. All books and financial ac- 
counts shall at all times be open to the 
inspection of the President and Execu- 
tive Council. 

Unanimously adopted. 

ARTICLE V. 

Section 1. All permanent salaried of- 
ficers of this Department shall devote 
their exclusive time to its interests. 

Unanimously adopted. 

Sec. 2. The President shall preside 
at all conventions and Executive Coun- 
cil meetings, and exercise supervision of 
the Department throughout its jurisdic- 
tion; sign all official documents, orders 
on the Secretary-Treasurer, and devote 
his exclusive time for the advancement 
of the best interests of the Department. 
He shall receive for his services such re- 



muneration as may be determined upon 
from time to time by the annual conven- 
tions. 

Unanimously adopted. 

Section 3 was on motion by Delegate 
McCarthy amended to strike out that 
section requiring Vice-Presidents to 
watch legislative matters, making the 
section read as follows: 

Sec. 3. The Vice-Presidents shall 
assist the President in the performance 
of his duties. 

Sec. 4. The Secretary-Treasurer shall 
keep a correct record of the pro- 
ceedings of the conventions and meet- 
ings of the Executive Council; he shall 
keep a list of all the officers of the affili- 
ated organizations; he shall furnish all 
affiliated organizations with a monthly 
statement of all business transacted, and 
shall conduct all official correspondence 
pertaining to the Depaftiri^fent ; he shall 
have full charge of the financial affairs 
of the Department, and shall keep an 
itemized account of all expenditures and 
be prepared to submit his books and 
other accounts to the Auditing Commit- 
tee at the direction of the Executive 
Council ; he shall receive such compen- 
sation as shall have been determined by 
the convention prior to his election; he 
shall not be allowed to leave headquar- 
ters on official business without the con- 
sent of the President; he shall furnish 
within four weeks after his election a 
bond, to be approved, and the amount 
fixed by the Executive Council, for the 
faithful performance of his duties as 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Department; 
the expenses of bond shall be borne by 
the organization. 

Unanimously adopted. 

Section 5 was unanimously amended 
by striking out the words January and 
September, the amended section read- 
ing: 

Sec. 5. Regiilar' meetings of the Ex- 
ecutive Council shall be held semi-an- 
nually at such places as the Board, in 
its judgment, may deem wise to select. 
Special meetings may be held in the in- 
terim, should occasion arise that may 
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<iemand the instant assembling of the 
Council, by a call of the President. 

ARTICLE VI. 

Section 1 was on motion amended to 
read: 

Sec. 1. The revenue for the support 
•of this Department shall be derived from 
an initiation fee on National or Inter- 
national Unions of one hundred ($100) 
dollars each; the sale of supplies, and 
l)y a per capita tax of one-quarter (%) 
-of one cent per member per month upon 
members of all affiliated National and 
International organizations; sale of sup- 
plies to Local and State Councils, and 
charter fees which shall be $10.00. 

ARTICLE VII. 

Sec. 1. The President shall receive 
as compensation a salary of $2,200.00 
per year. 

Unanimously adopted. 

Sec. 2. The Secretary-Treasurer 
shall receive as compensation a salary 
of $2,000.00 per year. 

Unanimously adopted. 

Sec. 3. The Executive Council shall 
receive for each meeting, and for all 
other work required of them, and done 
under orders of the President, as com- 
pensation, $5.00 per day. 

Unanimously adopted. 

Sec. 4, The above officers shall re- 
ceive transportation charges and be al- 
lowed $4.50 per day for hotel and inci- 
dental expenses. 

Unanimously adopted. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

•Section 1 was amended by adding the 
■words "and when allowed by the Execu- 
tive Council and approved by the gen- 
•eral convention," making the section 
read: 

Sec. 1, Each affiliated organization 
shall be required to submit a written 
statement covering the extent and char- 
acter of its trade jurisdiction, and when 
allowed by the Executive Council and 
4ipproved by the general convention, no 



encroachment by other trades will be 
countenanced or tolerated. 

Sec. 2. On receipt of a claim of jur- 
isdiction the Secretary-Treasurer shall 
send a copy of the same to affiliated or- 
ganiz.ations. Should a conflict in juris- 
diction occur, the parties in interest shall 
hold a joint conference within ninety 
days, and endeavor to adjust their dif- 
ferences, and if no adjustment has been 
reached within the prescribed time, the 
disputed points shall be referred to the 
next convention of this Department for 
a decision, and their award shall be 
binding upon all affiliated organizations. 

Adopted as read: 

ARTICLE IX. 

Section 1 was on motion, amended by 
adding an additional rule calling for 
the report of the Executive Council. 

Sec. 1. The following committees, 
consisting of five (5) members shall be 
appointed by the President: 

1. Rules and Order of Business. 

2. Report of President. 

3. Report of Secretary-Treasurer. 

4. Report of the Executive Council. 

5. Resolutions. 

6. Laws. 

7. Organization. 
'8'. Adjustment. 

9. Local and State Organizations. 

Sec. 2. The President shall direct 
the chief executive officers of three Na- 
tional or International Unions, at least 
ten days previous to the holding of the 
annual convention, to appoint one dele- 
gate each from their respective delega- 
tions-elect, who shall compose the Aud- 
iting Committee. This committe shall 
meet at such place, and at such a time 
as the President of the Department may 
determine is necessary for the proper 
performance of their duty ; and they 
shall audit the accounts of this Depart- 
ment for the preceding twelve months, 
and report upon credentials immediately 
upon the. opening of the convention. 
The expenses of said committee shall be 
paid out of the funds of the Department. 

Adopted as read. 

At this juncture a motion to suspend 
the rules in order to permit the conven* 
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tion to dis4)ose of the remaining^ sections 
of the article was carried. 

Sec. 3. Res^utions of any character, 
or propositions for changes in this con- 
stitution can not be introduced in the 
convention after the second day's ses- 
sion, except by unanimous consent. 

Adopted as read. 

Sec. 4. The convention shall have 
power to order an executive session at 
any time. 

Adopted as read. 

Sec. 5. None other than members of 
a bona-fide trade union shall be per- 
mitted to address the convention or read 
papers therein, except by a two- thirds 
vote of the convention. 

Adopted as read. 

Sec. 6. The rules and order of busi- 
ness governing the preceding conven- 
tion shall be in force from the opening 
of any convention of this Department 
until new rules have been adopted. 

Adopted as read. 

Sec. 7. A quorum for the transac- 
tion of business shall consist of not less 
than a majority of the delegates attend- 
ing a convention. 

Adopted as read. 



Sec. 8. No grievance j^hall be con- 
sidered by any convention that has been 
decided by a previous convention, ex- 
cept upon the recommendation of the 
Executive Council, nor shall any griev- 
ance be considered where the parties 
thereto have not previously held a con- 
ference and attempted to adjust the 
same themselves. 

Adopted as read. 

RULES OF ORDER. 

1. Call to order. 

2. Presenting credentials. 

3. Report of Committee on Cre- 
dentials. 

4. Roll call of Delegates. 

5. Reading of minutes. 

6. Appointment of standing com^ 
mittees. 

7. Reports of Officers. 

8. Reports of Standing and Special 
Committees. 

9. Unfinished business. 

10. New business. 

11. Election and installation of 
Officers. 

12. Adjournment. 
Adopted as read. 

An adjournment was taken at 6:00 
p. m. until 9:00 a. m. Saturday morn- 
ing. 



SIXTH DAY— Morning Session. 



► 



The convention was called to order 
at 9:15 a. m. Delegate W. D. Huber 
in the chair. On roll call the following 
absentees were noted : 

Gengenback, McNulty, Feeney, Han- 
nahan, McCracken, Butler. Barry, Price, 
O'SulUvan, McKee, Moran, Parkinson, 
Riegert, l>ps and Clark. 

The Secretary read a telegram from 
the Building Trades Council of San 
Francisco, as follows: 

"San Francisco, Cal., 

February 14, 1908. 
"National Trades Council Convention, 
Care P. H. McCartlty, Ehbitt House, 
VVQshington, D. C. 

"Building Trades Council of San 
Francisco sends greetings and congrat- 



ulations upon your earnest efforts to 
launch an organization that will prove 
a tower of strength to the Building ar- 
tisans of America, and which we sin- 
cerely hope will achieve the glorious 
success, and produce the beneficial re- 
sults that crown all institutions founded 
on justice and governed with wisdom." 
(Signed.) O. A. Tveitmoe. . 

On motion of Delegate Kirby the Sec- 
retary was instructed to acknowledge the 
receipt of the message and spread the 
same upon the records. 

The chair called for the report of the 
Laws Committee, who in turn reported. 

ARTICLE X. 

Section 1. Delegate Duncan took ex- 
ception to the use of the word "com- 
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pelledi" and moved to amend by striking 
out and substituting the word "instruct- 
ed" on third line, and to add the words 
on the last line "and for affiliation in 
local Councils local unions are requested 
to affiliate with Central Labor Unions 
chartered by the American Federation 
of Labor, where such central bodies 
exist." 

A protracted discussion was indulged 
in by Delegates McCarthy, Le^ie, 
Meacham, Callin, Kirby, McSorley, 
Hedrick, Ryan and Bausher, who 
opposed striking out of the compelled 
clause, while Delegates Duncan, Silver, 
Coughlin, Welsh and McNulty favored 
the amendment oflFered by Delegate 
Duncan. 

After an explanation had been made 
by Delegate Duncan of matters of ex- 
treme importance. Delegate McCarthy 
moved wherever the words "compelled" 
or "must" appeared in the section, they 
be substituted by the words "directed" 
or "requested." 

The motion was unanimously carried 
when the section as amended was 
adopted to read as follows: 

Sec. 1. Where there exists three 
(3) or more- local unions of affiHated 
trades in any locality, they shall, when 
called upon by the Department, be in- 
structed by their respective Nationals or 
International organizations to form a 
Local Building Trades Council or join 
existing chartered councils of this De- 
partment, and the locals thereof, when 
chartered, must be governed in accord- 
ance with the laws of this Department; 
and for affiliation in local' councils, local 
unions are required to affiliate with Cen- 
tral Labor Unions chartered by the 
American Federation of Lalx)r where 
such central bodies exist. 

On motion by Delegate Spencer, the 

rules were suspended in order that the 

convention might hold a session On 
Saturday afternoon. 

On motion hy Delegate Bausher, the 



convention fixed the hour at 12 o'clock 
for adjournment in order to enable the 
delegates to sit for photograph. , 

Delegate Feeney moved that the elec- 
tion ^f officers he held at 2 p. m. Satur- 
day. 

The motion as offered was adopted. 

The Setrretary read a telegram from 
A. J. Kennedy, General President of 
the A^>estos Workers of America, as 
follows : 

Chicago, III., Feb. 14, 190S. 

*'W. J. Spencer, Bbbitt House, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

**R. L. Kent is hereby authorized to 

act as delegate representing Asbestos 

Workers of America in your conference. 

(Signed.) "A. J. Kennedy, 

"General President Asbestos Workers 

of America** 

The chair referred the telegram to the 
Credential Committee with instructions 
to report at 2 p. m. 

Sec. 2. Each organization affiliated 
with a local council shall be held respon- 
sible for the acts of its members, and 
any local or organization which fails or 
refuses to discipline its members for vio- 
lations of the working rules of the 
council shall be dealt with in accordance 
with the laws, dnd the secretary of the 
local council shall rep6rt the matter to 
the Secretary-Treasurer of this Depart- 
ment who shall notify the National or 
International organization to discipline 
their rebellious locals. Should the Na- 
tional or International refuse or neglect 
to do so within sixty days, the Secre- 
tary-Treasurer shall request the local 
council and the offending local organi- 
zation for the evidence in the case, 
which will be laid before the Executive 
Council at its next regular or special 
meeting, who shall take such action as, 
in their judgment, the evidence in the 
case warrants; which action shall re- 
main in full force until the next conven- 
tion : Provided, hotvever. No local or- 
ganization shall be required to violate 
any written agreement now in force with 
its employers, but when said agreements 
terminate new ones shall not be entered 
into containing a clause which will pre- 
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vent any local organization from obey- 
ing the laws of this Department. 
Adopted as read. 

Sec. 3. All local councils shall adopt 
a quarterly working card of uniform 
character, which shall be carried by all 
affiliated members, and to be paid for as 
the by-laws of the council may deter- 
mine; and no other cards shall be rec- 
ognized by the affiliated trades on any 
job or building where they are em- 
ployed.' 

Adopted as read. 

Sec. 4. Where District Councils or 
Central Bodies in any organizations ex- 
ist, the representation to the L^ocal Coun- 
cil shall come through that District 
Council or Central Body, as the case 
may be; and all business between the 
council and their afFliated organization 
shall be done through the District Coun- 
cils of the different organizations, where 
such exist. 

Adopted as amended. 

Sec. 5. Each local council shall es- 
tablish an executive board, composed of 
the president and secretary and one 
delegate from each affiliated organiza- 
tion. 

Adopted as read. 

Sec. .6. The duties of local execu- 
tive boards shall be . to. attend to any 
business assignjijd to them by the local 
councils in accordance with the .laws of 
this Department. 

Adopted as read. 

ARTICLE XI. 

Sec. 1. The officers of the local 
councils shall consist of president, vice- 
president, secretaries, treasurer, ser- 
geant-at-arms, and board of trustees. It 
shall be optional with the local council, 
if they desire, to consolidate the offices 
of secretaries and treasurer. 

Adopted as read., 

' Sec. 2. The president shall preside 
at the meetings, preserve order, enforce 
the constitution and by-laws, and see 
that the other officers perform their du- 
ties in accordance with the laws of this 
Department and its local council. 
Adopted as read. 



Sec. 3. The vice-president shall, in 
the absence of the president, perform all 
duties appertaining to the office of presi- 
dent. 

Adopted as read. 

Sec. 4. The recording and corre- 
sponding secretary shall keep a record 
of the proceedings of the council, and 
attest all orders signed by the president. 
He shall be custodian of the archives 
and seal of the council. He shall fur- 
nish each affiliated union with a copy 
of the proceedings of the council, and he 
shall perform such other duties as are 
elsewhere indicated in this constitution 
and assigned him by the council. He 
shall receive such salary as the council,, 
by motion or resolution, may determine. 

Adopted as read. 

Sec. 5. The financial secretary shall 
receive all dues and moneys to be paid 
to the council and pay the same over ta 
the treasurer, taking his receipt therefor. 
He shall keep an accurate account of 
all moneys received and expended. He 
shall issue all orders for the payment 
of bills ordered by the council, the same 
to be attested by the signatures of the 
president and the recording and corre- 
sponding secretary. He shall make quar- 
terly financial reports to the council. 
He shall notify all unions in arrears, and 
he shall receive such salary as the coun- 
cil on motion or resolution, may deter- 
mine. 

' Adopted as read. 

Sec. 6. The treasurer shall receive 
from and receipt for all moneys paid to 
him by the financial secretary, and dis- 
burse the same upon the order of the 
council. He shall keep an account of 
all moneys received and expended and 
produce his books for inspection when- 
ever called upon by the board of trus- 
tees. He shall not retain more than 
one hundred dollars ($100.00) in his^ 
possession at any one time, and shall 
deposit all moneys or funds in such 
bank as the council may designate. He 
shall furnish such bonds as the coun- 
cil may require and receive such salary 
as the council, by motion or resolution,, 
may determine. 

Adopted as read. 
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Sec. 7. The Scageant-at-arms shall 
maintain order and perform such other 
duties as the local council may direct. 

Adopted as read. 

Sec. 8. The secretary-treasurer may 
at any time, either in person, or by dep- 
uty, examine and take possession of the 
books of a local council, and in case of 
the dissokition of a local ^^ouocil, all 
moneys and other properties in poisses- 
sion of the local council shall immedi- 
ately be* forwarded to the general office 
in such a manner as the Secretary- 
Treasurer shall direct. 

Adopted as read. 

Section 9 was amended by substituting 
the word "two" on the first line for the 
word three. 

Sec. 9. No local council can be dis- 
banded so long as two organizations will 
continue their affiliation. 

Adopted as amended. 

Sec. 10. No member shall be eligible 
to hold any office in any local council 
unless his organization shall have paid 
all its indebtedness to the local council 
up to the first day of the current quar- 
ter. 

Adopted as read. 

Delegate Duncan rising to the ques- 
tion of personal privilege, explained that 
it. became necessary jf or his leaving* the 
city at 3:00 p. m., hence he would be 
unable to attend the afternoon session. 
He read the following resolution : 

"That a department of building trades 
of the A. Fi of L. be created ; said de- 
partment to be chartered by the A. F. 
of L., to be composed of bona-fide Na- 
tional and International Building Trades 
organizations duly chartered as such by 
the A. F. of L., and to be given auton- 
omy over the Building Trades, with au- 
thority to issue charters to local Build- 
itig Trades Sections, said sections and 



central body to be affiliated to the A. F. 
of L., to be composed of bona-fide local 
unions and recognized as such in Build- 
ing Trades. 

"We further recommend that all local 
unions of the B. T. S. shall be affiliated 
with the A. F. of L." 

Continuing he stated that the action 
of the American Federation of Labor in 
passing the resoltrtion did not contem- 
plate that State Coumrits would be char- 
tered by the new department, and he 
suggested in view of this it would be 
well to withhold the issuance of State 
Charters until the next A. F. of L. con- 
vention. 

Delegate O^Sullivan asked information 
as to >yhether it would-be necessary to 
submit the constitution of the depart- 
ment to the Executive Council of the 
A. F. of L. for their approval. 

The chair ruled that where a law was 
enacted conflicting with the A. F. of L., 
its constitution or the resolution of the 
A. F. of L. creating this department, that 
law should, in his judgment, be referred 
to the Executive Council. 

ARTICLE XII. 

Sec. 1. No local council shall reject 
ap application for membership by a local 
union, chartered by a National or In- 
ternational organization affiliated with 
this Department. The eligibility of all 
delegates whose credentials have been 
presented to the local councils shall be 
determined by the local council in ac- 
cordance with its laws. This Depart- 
ment grants full autonomy to all local 
councils in the government of their local 
affairs in conformity with the laws of 
this Department. 

Adopted as read. 

At 12:15 an adjournment was taken 
until 2:00 p. m. 
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SIXTH DAY— Afternoon Session 



The convention was called to order at 
2:20 with Delegate W. D. Huber in the 
chair. 

The report of the Credential Commit- 
tee was called for, and Delegate Kirby 
acting for the committee presented the 
following : 

To the Officers and Delegates Present. 
Greeting :— Your Committee on Cre- 
dentials respectfully report as follows: 
The only credentials we have for 
Bro. Kent are two telegrams, one to the 
Secretary and the other to Bro. Kent 
notifying him of his appointment. Your 
committee are of the opinion that in as 
much as the Asbestos Workers were 
notified of the action of this convention 
in extending them an invitation to par- 
ticipate in this conference, and must 
have received it not later than Tuesday 
noon, they had plenty of time to have 
had a credential before this body, and 
we further deem it a bad precedent to 
seat Delegates upon telegram credential, 
and therefore, recommend the delegate 
of the Asbestos Workers be not seated. 
T. Pakkinson, 
James Kirby, 
Geo. F. Hedrick, 
Committee. 

Delegate Walsh moved to non-concur 
in the report of the committee, and the 
chair asked that courtesy be shown the 
committee's report, and permit of a 
motion to be made to concur. 

Delegate Gengenback objected to the 
methods persucd in acting on the cre- 
dential and its report thereto, and after 
the chair had pointed out that he had 
endeavored to be fair in every particu- 
lar. Delegate Walsh was asked to with- 
draw his motion to which he declined. 

Delegate Gengenback took advantage 
of the occasion to criticize both the chair 



and the Secretary for what he explained 
was unfair in the manner of treating 
the credential, whereupon Delegate 
Spencer explained that since the tele- 
gram had been received by him, he had 
when a fitting occasion presented re- 
ported the matter to the convention. 

Tliereafter a motion to non-concur in 
the report of the committee was carried,, 
and the chair declared Delegate Kent 
entitled to a seat in the convention. 

The election of officers having been 
called for, Delegate Crampton placed in 
nomination Delegate James Kirby, rep- 
resenting the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners for the office of 
President. 

There being no further nominations,, 
the Secretary was instructed to cast one 
ballot for James Kirby as the unanim- 
ous choice of the convention for the of- 
fice of President. 

Delegate Coughlin requested that per- 
mission be granted to candidates for the 
various offices to appoint one watcher at 
the poll, and the request was concurred 
in. 

Delegate Leslie? placed in nomination 
the name of George F. Hedrick for the^ 
office of First Vice-President. There 
being no other nominations, the Secre- 
tary was instructed to cast one ballot 
for Delegate Geo. F. Hedrick, represent- 
ing the Brotherhood of Painters and 
Decorators, as the unanimous choice of 
the convention for the office of First 
Vice-President. 

Delegate McSorley nominated J. G. 
Hannahan of the International Steam 
Engineers, to the office of Second Vice- 
President. 

Delegate Riegert placed in nomina- 
tion the name of Delegate J. C. Welsh,, 
representing the Granite Cutters' Inter- 
national Union, to the office of Second. 
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Vice-President, and on motion the nomi- 
nations were declared closed. The vote 
resulted in Delegate J. G. Hannahan re- 
ceiving 27 and Delegate J. C. Welsh 21 
(spoiled ballots, 3). The' chair then de- 
clared that since Delegate Hannahan 
had received the majority vote of the 
convention, that he be elected for the 
ensuing term. 

Delegate McCarthy placed in nomi- 
nation for the position of Third Vice- 
President the name of Frank M. R^^an, 
representing the Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers. 

On motion the nominations were de- 
clared closed and the Secretary instruct- 
ed to cast one ballot as the unanimous 
choice of Delegate Frank M. Ryan, for 
the position of Third Vice President. 

Delegate Carlin placed in nomination 
for the office of Fourth Vice-President 
the name of Wm. J. McSorley, repre- 
senting the Wood, Wire and Metal 
Lathers' International Union. 

Delegate Coughlin nominated for the 
same position Delegate M. O'Sullivan, 
representing the Sheet Metal Workers' 
International Alliance. 

The vote resulted in Delegate McSor- 
ley receiving 26, Delegate O'Sullivan 25. 

The chair declared Delegate McSor- 
ley elected to the position of Fourth 
Vic-President. 

Delegate Parkinson presented the 
name of Delegate Chas. H. Leps, rep- 
resenting the Ceramic, Mosaic and En- 
caustic Tile Layers for the office of 
Fifth Vice-President. 

Delegate Edler placed in nomination 
R. Walsh for the same position. 

Delegate W. H. Meacham nominated 
Herman Lilien representing the Hod- 
carriers and Building Laborers' Inter- 
national Union, who in a few well 
K:hosen words declined the nomination. 

There being no further nominations, 



the vote of the convention was polled 
and stood, Delegate Leps 28, and Dele- 
gate Walsh 23. 

The chair declared that since Dele- 
gate Leps had received the majority of 
all votes cast he stood elected to the of- 
fice of Fifth Vic^-President. 

Delegate Feeney placed in nomination 
for the position of Secretary-Treasurer, 
Wm. J. Spencer, representing the United 
Association of Journeymen Plumbers, 
Gas Fitters, Steam Fitters and Steam 
Fitters' Helpers. 

Delegate Balhorn placed in nomina- 
tion for the office of Secretary-Treasurer 
the name of F. J. McNulty, representing 
the Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. 

There being no further nominations 
before the house a vote was taken which 
resulted in Delegate Spencer receiving 
28 votes and Delegate McNulty 23. 

Delegate Spencer having received the 
majority of votes cast the chair de- 
clared him elected Secretary-Treasurer. 

Delegate McCracken rose at this junc- 
ture on behalf of the Washington, D. 
C. Building Trades Council and re- 
quested that a charter be granted to the 
organization he represented under this 
department. 

The chair ruled that the matter be 
turned over to the Executive Council to 
be acted upon in regular order. 

Delegate Kirby called up the matter 
of selecting the next convention city, 
whereupon Delegate McCarthy nomi- 
nated the city of San Francisco. 

Delegate Leps called attention to the 
amended constitution requiring the con- 
vention of the Department to be held 
immediately following the adjournment 
of the A. F. of L. convention, where- 
upon Delegate Hedrick moved that the 
next convention be held in the city of 
Denver, Colorado. 

Delegate McCarthy withdrew the 
nomination of San Francisco when the 
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city of Memphis was placed in nomi- 
nation of Delegate Barry. 

There being no further nominations, 
a vote was taken which resulted in Den- 
ver receiving 32 votes and Memphis 5 
votes. The chair therefore declared 
Denver as the next convention city. 

Delegate Stemburgh reporting for the 
Laws Committee, presented the follow- 
ing : 

Washington, D. C, Feb. 15, '08. 

To the Delegates in Convention Assem- 
bled. 

Grating: — We, your Committee on 
Ways and Means, beg leave to report as 
follows : 

After carefully considering the small 
sum that will be necessary to meet the 
expenses of this convention, having been 
informed that the cost will not exceed 
two hundred ($200.00) dollars. 

Therefore, We recommend that the 
Secretary issue a pro rata assessment to 
each National Union composing this 
convention, to cover the expenses. 

Geo. F. Hedrick, Chairman, 

Leonard Funk, 

Wm. Fyfe, 

F, C. Gencenback, 

H. A. Stemburgh, Secretary. 

On motion the report of the committee 
was concurred in. 

The Secretary read the following com- 
munication from the Consolidated Board 
of Business Agents of New York: 

New York, City, Feb. 14, '08. 

To the Building Trades Convention in 
Session Assembled, Washington, D. C. 
Brothers : — ^At the session of the Con- 
solidated Board of Business Agents, 
held this a. m., the writer has been in- 
structed to communicate with you to 
the effect, that they, the members of 
this Board have made a record of same, 
and hereby thank your Resolution Com- 
mittee for courtesies shown to the Build- 



ing Trades representatives from Greater 
New York, and to the convention for the 
action taken in disposing of the com- 
mittee's report. 

Fraternally yours, on behalf of the 
Board. 

RoswELL D. Thompkins, Secretary. 

On motion the communication was re- 
ceived and placed on file. 

The Secretary was asked through the 
chair when in his opinion the delegates 
would receive copies of the constitu- 
tion and proceedings. He stated that 
promptly following the adjournment the 
amended constitution would be turned 
over to the printer and galley proofs 
made up as soon as possible, and in his 
opinion they would be ready the early 
part of the week. Delegate McCarthy 
thereupon moved that the delegates be 
forwarded a copy of the constitution to- 
gether with the credentials to be later 
followed as soon as possible with the 
proceedings. 

The motion was adopted. 

The Credential Committee recom- 
mended the withdrawal of the Machin- 
ists' resolution, stating that it was at 
the direction of the Machinists the rec- 
ommendation was made. 

The same was agreed to. 

Delegate Crampton asked information 
as to when an application for charter 
would be made to the A. F. of L. The 
chair announced that the matter would 
be turned over to the Executive Council 
of the Department and advised that they 
make immediate application. 

Continuing the Laws Committee re- 
ported. 

ARTICLE XIL 

Sec. 2. All demands for increased 
wage or reduction of hours must be sub- 
mitted to the local council and receive 
its approval, and under no considera- 
tion shall a local union or unions of any 
organization affiliated with this Depart- 
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ment be allowed to inauguarte strikes 
without the local councirs consent. 

Adopted as read. 

Article XII was amended by the adop- 
tion of Section 3. 

Sec. 3. All laws for the government 
of Local Councils shall be filed with the 
Executive Council of the Department by 
affiliated Local Councils adopting them. 

LAWS FOR STATE BODIES. 

Sec. 1. Three local councils or more 
in any State or province may form State 
Building Trades' Coimcils in the United 
States or Canada with power to make 
their own laws in conformity with the 
laws of this Department. 

Adopted as read. 

AMENDMENTS. 

Sec. L Amendments to Constitution 
can be made only by majority vote dur- 
ing the annual convi^ntions. 

Delegate Redding moved to amend 
that a two-third majority vote be re- 
quired to change the constitution and 
laws of the Department. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee as read was carried. 

On motion by Delegate McSorley the 
Constitution and Laws of the Depart- 
ment as amended was adopted as a 
•whole. 

The Committee on Resolutions was 
called for and the following report pre- 
sented : 

''Resolved J That the American Feder- 
ationist be declared the official journal 
of the Building Trades Department of 
the A. F. of L., and that the officers are 
instructed to effect an arrangement with 
the President of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor with a view of securing 
space for a department in which shall 
be published important events regarding ■ 
the building trade union movement, and 
that we urge upon building trade Inter- 
national Unions to urge upon their local 
unions to subscribe for at least one copy 
of the American Feder ationist." 

The recommendation of the committee 
was unanimously concurred in. 



President Kirby moved that all exist- 
ing local bodies recognized by the Struc- 
tural Building Trades Alliance and the 
American Federation of Labor, as well 
as existing state bodies be granted a 
charter free of cost. 

Delegate Hedrick opposed the motion, 
and contended that all old charters 
should be recalled and new ones issued 
as provided for by the constitution of 
the Department. 

Delegate McCarthy moved to amend 
that the subject matter be referred to the 
President, Secretary and Executive 
Council for disposal. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Delegate Gengenbach requested infor- 
mation of the Secretary through the 
chair whether Louisville and Kansas 
Cit}^ would be chartered, and if so, ^if 
the Cement Workers would be denied 
admittance as in the past. 

In response to the inquiry the Secre- 
tary stated that in his opinion the de- 
partment must charter all central bodies 
made up of local unions of affiliated In- 
ternationals. 

President Gompers appeared before 
the convention, stating that he had 
learned that the convention had adopted 
in its constitution a provision for the 
issuance of charters by the Building 
Trades Department of the A. F. of L. 
to State Building Trades Councils. He 
realized that it was most too late at that 
juncture to ask the convention to re- 
consider its action in so far as the con- 
stitution was concerned. He read the 
report and recommendation of the Build- 
ing Trades Committee to the Norfolk 
convention, which was adopted by a 
unanimous vote. In that recommenda- 
tion from the representatives of all the 
Building Trades Unions, there appeared 
no reference at all to the issuance of 
charters to Building Trades Councils of 
the State ; that the Building Trades rep- 
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resentatives in that report secured the 
endorsement and adoption of everything 
they asked at the hands of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, and now this 
convention had practically violated that 
report, which was really in -the nature 
of an agreement. Inasmuch as the mat- 
ter had been adopted in the convention, 
and the time was late, he suggested that 
the convention authorize the officers 
elected to postpone the issuance of char- 
ters to Building Trades Councils of any 
State until after the convention of the 
American Federation of Labor at Den- 
ver had the opportunity to give the mat- 
ter further consideration and action, and 
that inasmuch as the Building Trades 
Department is to hold its convention at 
Denver immediately after the close of 
the A. F. of L. convention, the provision 
adopted by the convention as part of the 
constitution for the issuance of state 
charters could then be either maintained 
if the A. F. of L. convention so decides, 
or eliminated if the A. F. of L. con- 
vention decides otherwise. He expressed 
the hope for the success of the Building 
Trades Department and assured the con- 
vention of his fullest support in the ef- 
fort to sustain the officers and the rank 
and file in working toward its success. 

President Gbmpers stated that he sim- 
ply offered the suggestion to the dele- 
gates and entertained the hope that it 
would be acted upon in the same spirit 
in which it was offered. 

President Kirby was- called to the 
chair and introduced to the delegates. 

Delegate Welsh moved that the Ex- 
ecutive Council be instructed to defer is- 
suing charters to any State organization 
until the next convention of the A. F. 
of L. 

The motion was passed without a dis- 
senting voice ; before, however, the chair 
had an opportunity to declare the action 
of the convention on the motion, the 
question was raised as to the legality of 
such a motion without reconsidering the 
action of the convention in the matter of 
issuing charters to State Bodies. 

Thereupon Delegate Welsh moved for 
a reconsideration of the question involv- 
ed in granting State Charters. 



The chair being called upon for a rul- 
ing, decided that the constitution o£ the 
department became effective when it was 
adopted as a whole, and that the de- 
partment stands legally authorized to is- 
sue charters as soon as the A. F. of L. 
has conferred that power by issuing a 
charter to the department, and that a 
two-thirds majority vote was necessary 
to reconsider. 

Delegate McLaughlin moved that the 
convention place itself on record as sym- 
pathizing with the Boston Central Labor 
Union and the loss sustained through the 
death of Bros. Edward A. Cohen and 
the injury of Dennis C. Driscoll, and 
on motion the Secretary was instructed 
to so communicate with the Boston Cen- 
tral Labor Union. 

On motion by Delegate Huber the 
Executive Council stood instructed to 
make application for a charter from the 
A. F. of L., the affiliated International 
Unions to be advised as soon as a char- 
ter is granted. 

President Kii'by briefly addressed the 
convention, expressing the hope that the 
work done by the delegates would prove 
to be for the best interests and welfare 
of the Building Trades in general, and 
that the department would become a 
power for the good of all. He thanked 
the delegates for the confidence reposed 
in him and gave assurance that he would 
render his best efforts in the perform- 
ance of his duties. He then announced 
a meeting of the Executive Council of 
the Department to be held at 8:30 p. m. 
Saturday evening, at the Ebbitt House. 

Delegate McCarthy moved a resolu- 
tion of thanks for the duties performed 
by Delegate Huber as chairman of the 
convention and Delegate Meacham as 
sergeant-at-arms. 

The motion was unanimously adopted. 

Delegate McCracken moved that the 
committees be discharged and thanked 
for the, faithful service they had ren- 
dered. 

The motion was unanimously adopted. 

At 6 :30 p. m. the convention ad- 
journed sine die. 
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Assembly Room, Albany Hotel* 
Denyer, Colo., Nov. 23, 1908. 

PursuRnt to law tbie regular meeting 
of the First Annual Convention of the 
Building Trades Department, American 
Fedieration of Labor, was called to order 
at 10 o'clock a. m.. in the Assembly 
Room of the Albany Hotel, by Fourth 
Vice-President Max Morris, of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 

Chairman Morris — Gentlemen of the 
Building Trades Department: In behalf 
of the Arrangement Committee of the 
united labor movement of Denver I take 
great pleasure in greeting you today, 
and desire to assure you it will be no 
fault of ours if your stay among us is 
not made a most pleasant one. We are 
glad to have you with us. We will do 
our best to show you our beautiful city, 
and after your day's work is over we 
will try to make your evenings so pleas- 
ant that you will return to your deliber- 
ations next morning prepared to work 
harder than ever in the interest of the 
people you represent. 

The opening prayer of the Convention 
was oflTered by Rev. Father 0*Ryan, of 
Denver. 

Chairman Morris introduced to the 
Convention Mr. George A. Hally, Presi- 



dent of the Colorado State Federation of 
Labor. 

Mr. Hally — During the last session of 
the Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor one of the delegates ad- 
vised that in future, in selecting cities 
in which to hold our Conventions, we 
select those that are unionized. I will 
say, as far as the Building Trades are 
concerned, you will hardly find a city In 
the United States where they are more 
thoroughly organized than in Denver. We 
have got things nearly as we want them. 
We have had contention and strife in the 
past, but now, instead of carrying on the 
' old barbarous style of warfare, deporting 
us, beating us up and putting un in jafl, 
those who are opposed to us are carrying 
on a legal warfare and trying to put us 
out of business legally. We have been 
carrying on the fight on our side, and to- 
day have the best of them. To-day you 
will find Denver one of the best organized 
cities in the building line there is In the 
country. 

Brother Morris has told you that we 
will do everything in our power to enter- 
tain you while you are here, and I as- 
sure you we will dd so. I welcome you 
to Colorado and to Denver, and trust 
that your First AA\Ti\i»\ Co^-s^oNNss^ 'wt^sX 
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be a most successful one, and that you 
will be able to look back in future yearn 
with pride on the work accomplished here. 

Chairman Morris introduced to the Con- 
vention President Samuel Gtompers, of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

President Oompers — ^Mr. Chairman and 
Fellow Unionists: On behalf of the 
American Federation of Labor I want to 
extend to you grreetings and fraternal wel- 
come to this your second gathering. At 
this time I shall have very little to say, 
as I shall seek another opportunity to 
convey a thought or two to you in perhaps 
a little less formal manner. At this open- 
ing exercise It seems to me that all that 
should be expressed is good will and hope 
for your success, your continued expan- 
sion and Influence to protect and advance 
the interests of the men of labor. Let 
me also express the iiope that nothing 
shall be interjected into your Department, 
Hther local, national or continental, that 
will at all weaken the links that bind the 
men of labor to the trade union move- 
ment. At the Convention last year, where 
the Building Trades Department was or- 
ganized, I took occasion to expi:ess the 
thought and hope that the men In the 
Department would see to it that, though 
they undertook to have the interests of 
the men in the building trades primarily 
advanced, they would never do anything 
that would weaken the bonds of union 
of the building trades unionist with the 
trade unionists of other branches of labor. 
I can do no better now than to emphasize 
that hope and that declaration^ Nothing 
would be more disastrous to the interests 
of the men of labor of all trades and 
callings — the building trades included — 
than any weakening or severance of the 
bonds of unity. Once let the employers 
in any given industry understand that the 
spirit of unity, as well as the fact of 
unity, no longer exists in truth In the 
hearts of our men of labor, and depend 
upon it, one will be plted against the 
other to the detriment and perhaps the 
extinction of both. , 

I have confidence in your Intelligence. 
I have confidence in your self-reliance, 
I have confidence in your devotion and 
faith in the cause of labor and in the 
cause of the men you represent, and feel 
-that nothing will be done that will not 
tend to strengthen the spirit of labor and 
unionism in the building trades and in 
all other trades and callings. With that 
hope, with that sentiment, with the prayer 



upon my lips that this may be accom- 
plished, and with an abiding faith in yonr 
intelligence and loyalty to the great cause 
that underlies our movement, I again 
express to you my earnest hope and wish 
for harmony in your proceedings and 
the success -of your deliberations. May 
they redound to the. good and welfare 
of all who toll. I bid you God -speed in 
your work. 

Chairman Morris introduced to the Con- 
vention Treasurer John B. Lennon, of the 
American Federation of Labor. 
: Treasurer Lennon — ^Mr. Chairman and 
Delegates: I did not come here expect- 
ing to make a speech, nor have I a de- 
sire to attempt anything of that kind. 
. The remark of Brother Hally regarding 
the building trades reminds me that 
thirty-seven years ago I formed the sec- 
ond union that ever existed in Denver, 
and wois a member of it for a g^oodly 
number ' of years. I do not know how 
much credit is due to the pioneers in our 
various cities for the labor movement 
that now exists, but every time I come to 
Denver, and every time I meet the union 
men of this city, I feel grateful that the 
opportunity was given me in Jthe years 
long gone by to do something to build 
up the trade union movement in this part 
of -the country. I feel at this time par- 
ticular and rather peculiar interest in this 
organization. I think, without being at all 
egotistical, that my services for one trade 
represented in the American Federation of 
Labor and in this body will have much 
to do to save to the building trades and 
to the organized labor of this country 
one of the most Important organizations 
here represented, an organization whose 
field is one of the widest and whose pros- 
pects the brightest of any in the move- 
ment. We are rejoiced to know that har- 
mony exists in the Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers, where there was discord, 
and that an effort will be made, and suc- 
cessfully I feel, to unify that organization 
and to secure to it the possibilities that 
are before it in the field of industry. 

I believe this plan of organizing depart- 
ments, if properly carried out, means 
more of strength and. positive effectiveness 
in the labor movement of this country 
than anything ever instituted by the trade 
unions of North America. With care and 
judicious action, with loyalty to your- 
selves at all times, the success of your 
Department is absolutely certain. And 
your success will mean that in a number 
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of directions a movement will be built up 
in this country that will be a power for 
grood for every working man in the United 
States^ ■ 

Although I" am not now a resident of 
this city, I feel It is not out of place for 
me to welcome you to this city, to welcome 
you to the blue sky and the magnificent 
mountains that surround this city, and to 
sunsets such as are to be seen nowhere 
except, perhaps, on the bosom of the 
ocean. Every time I come to Denver I 
feel that I would like to again make it 
my home. 

I wish you the best of success, gentle- 
men, and in any capacity that I can be 
of use, all you have to do is to let me 
know, and if it is within my capability 
or my power, It will be done cheerfully. 
Chairman Morris Introduced to the Con- 
yention Secretary Frank Morrison, of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Secretary Morrison — Mr. Chairman and 
Delegates: I have very little to say, other 
than to express my appreciation of this 
opportunity to be part of this great body 
in its First Annual Convention. When I 
first became Secretary of the American 
Federation of Labor I recognized that 
there was not that unity between the 
building trades and the miscellaneous 
trades Jhere should be. I felt there should 
be some way in which the building trades. 
Instead of being separated Into organiza- 
tions, should be directly affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor through the 
Central Bodies, and I worked along that 
line. Then, as you recollect, the sections 
were formed. Out of that grew the De- 
partment. 

I have been heartily in favor of the 
Building Trades Department. I want to 
say to the delegates and officers that I 
will readily give them every assistance 
I can as an officer and member of the 
labor movement. I wish you great suc- 
cess. I know you will have It. You are 
. the fighting body of men in this coun- 
try. That has been brought about 6n 
account of your environment and the 
class of work you do. You are a force 
In this country, and the great labor move- 
ment has felt that force. 

In conclusion I wish to express my 
appreciation for the assistance the Amer- 
ican Federation of -Labor has received 
from your officers, and which we expect 
will continue. I hope that within a very 
short time the new building of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor will be erected. 



and that officers of all the Departments- 
will have ample accommodations. I hope 
also that it will not be very long before 
there will be added to the Departments 
we now have other Departments that will 
grow out of the American Federation of 
Labor. 

Chairman Morris introduced to the Con- 
vention Mr. James Kirby, President of 
the Building Trades Department. 

President Kirby — Mr. Chairman and 
Fellow Delegates: I will begin by say- 
ing, and truthfully, that I am somewhat 
embarrassed. This Is the proudest mo- 
ment of my life, when I am able to call 
together the representatives of nineteen 
building trades, and to have with us, 
aside from that fact, the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor. For many 
years I have looked forward to the time 
when the Building Trades would even- 
tually see that their interests lay in 
closer affiliation than they had in the 
past. I always believed the time would 
arrive, but I expected it would take longer 
to bring about the close affiliation we now 
have with the American Federation of 
Labor. We have In the last six months 
done some remarkably good work, and I 
sincerely trust that nothing this Conven- 
tion will do will in any way stop the 
progress that has been maintained in the ■ 
short period of our existence. 

I want to assure President Gompeps 
that no act of this Convention will tend 
in the least towards any disruption what- 
ever of that great body he represents. 
On the other hand, I want to assure him 
that every move we make will be towards 
strengthening the bonds that bind us to- 
gether in one great brotherhood, jknd, 
while we may differ in opinion on some 
trivial matters, nothing can be great 
enough to cause the least thought or the 
least occasion for any fears of what 
Brother Gompers intimated might possibly 
transpire in the future. 

I want to express my appreciation and 
the appreciation of my fellow delegates 
to the trade unionists of Denver for what 
they have done for our comfort and 
what they have notified us they intend 
to do during our sojourn here. Amonsr 
the trade unionists of the country we find 
none we respect more than the men in 
the West. Their hospitality is as free and 
open as the sunshine above us, and their 
good nature and trade unionism is as 
clear as the sparkling waters of their 
mountain streams. 
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We hare a good deal of work before 
us, and I expect every man in this Con- 
vention to do his part of it. I expect 
every man in this Convention to use bis 
best endeavors toward the promotion of 
harmony. Disputes will arise, matters 
will come before us that have been in 
dispute for years, but we will deal with 
them with cool, calm deliberation, and 
I ask every one of you to assist in pro- 
moting that degree of harmony so neces- 
sary for 6ur continued prosperity. 

President Kirby in the chair. 

The Presiednt announced that while the 
meetings would not be open to the public, 
President Gompers and the members of 
the Executive Council were invited to attend 
as often as possible. 

President Kirby read the following 
announcement: 

In compliance with Section 8 of the 
Constitution, I notified General President 
Huber, of the Brotherhood of Carpenters, 
Matt Comerford, of the International As- 
sociation of Steam Engineers, and James 
McHugh, of the Journeymen Stone Cut- 
ters* Association of North America, to 
appoint one of their delegates-elect to act 
on the Auditing and Credential Committee. 

President Huber appointed E. J. Hen- 
derson; President Comerford appointed 
Jas. Hannahan; Secretary McHugh ap- 
pointed Jo Evans, who, following in- 
structions, appeared at the Albany Hotel 
on the 20th and proceeded to do the work 
assigned to them. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CRE- 
DENTIALS. 

Delegate Jo Evans, for the Committee 
on Credentials, reported as follows: 

Denver, Colo.. November 23, 1908. 

To the Officers and Delegates of the First 

Annual Convention of the Building 

Trades T)epartment of the American 

Federation of Labor. 

We, your Committee on Credentials and 
Auditing, beg leave to submit the follow- 
ing report: 

In auditing the accounts of the Inter- 
national Unions affiliated with the Build- 
ing Trades Department, we find that they 
are entitled to representations as follows: 

International Association of Bridge & 
Structural Iron Workers, entitled to three 
delegates, and have sent three— J. T. But- 
ler, F. M. Ryan and J. H. Barry. 

Amalgamated Society of Carpenters, en- 
titled to three delegates, and have sent 
three — Wm. Fyfe, H. Crampton and A. C. 
Sanders. 

Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners, 
entitled to seven delegates, and have sent 
seven — Frank Duffy, James Kirby. D. F. 
Peatherston, P. H. McCarthy, E. J. Hen- 
derson, J. T. Cosgrove and Dan Deegon. 



American Brotherhood of Cement Work- 
ers, entitled to three delegates, and have 
sent three— M. Goellinltz, J. A. Murray, T. 
E. Keougb. 

International Brotherhood of Elect ricftl 
Workers, entitled to five del^ates, and 
sent five— J. J. McLaughlin, W. S. God- 
shall, P. J. McNulty, P. A. CliflTord and 
S. J. Fay. 

International Union of Elevator Con- 
structors, entitled to one delegate, and 
sent one — Frank Feeney. 

International Union Steam Engineers, 
entitled to four delegates, and sent four 
—A. M. Huddell, Matt Comerford, R. A. 
McKee and. J. G. Hannahan. 

Granite Cutters* International Associa- 
tion of America, entitled to three dele- 
gates, and sent three — J. Duncan, Isaac 
Coombe and J. Cruickshank. 

International Union Wood, Wire and 
Metal Lathers, entitled to two delegates, 
and sent two — ^W. J. McSorley and J. T. 
Taggart. 

International Association' Marble Work- 
ers, entitled to one delegate, and seat one 
— W. V. Price. 

Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers* In- 
ternational Alliance, entitled to four dele- 
gates, and have sent four— M. O. Sullivan, 
E. Barry, G. B. Powers and Thos. Bed- 
ding. 

Brotherhood Painters. Decorators and 
Paperhangers, entitled to five delegates, 
nnd have sent five — J. C. Balhorn, J. C. 
Skemp, Geo. Hedrick, E. Breidenbach and 
Em lie Arnold. 

United Association .Journeymen Plumb- 
era, Gas & Steam Fitters, entitled to four 
delegates, and sent four— J. R. Alpine, J. 
Cofield, W. J .Spencer and Thos. Badgley. 
International Association Steam and 
Hot Water Fitters, entitled to two dele- 
gates, and sent two — W. F. Costello and 
J. J. Sullivan. 

Journeymen Stone Cutters* Association 
of North America, entitled to three dele- 
gates, and sent one — Jo Evans. 

International Union Ceramic, Mosaic 
and Encaustic Tile Layers, entitled to one 
delegate, and sent one — Chas. H. Leps. 

Composition Roofers, are entitled to one 
delegate, and sent one — Henry Sands. 

Your committee recommend that the 
above delegates be seated. 

International Union of Hod Carriers 
and Building Laborers are entitled to 
three delegates and sent three. 

The credentials presented by D. D*Ale8- 
sandro, J. Cooper and H. A. Stemburgh 
were protested by Herman Lillian and 
J. F. Breen, who claim to be the regularly 
elected delegates of the organization. 

Your committee, after careful consider- 
ation and bearing both sides patiently 
and disinterestedly, believe that Herman 
Lillian and J. F. Breen are entitled to 
seats in this Convention, and recommend 
that they be seated. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JO EVANS, Chairman; 
JAS. G. HANNAHAN. 
E. J. HENDERSON, Secretary, 
Committee. 
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Delegate Evans— We would like a little 
more time to consider the credentials 
from the Hod Carriers and Building La- 
borers. 

Delegate Duffy— I move that the report 
of the Committee on Credentials be re- 
•ceived and that the delegates they rec- 
ommend be seated. (Seconded and car- 
ried.) 

President Kirby announced the appoint- 
ment of the following committees: 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ORDER 
OF BUSINESS: Chas. H. Leps, Tile 
Layers; W. F. Costello, Steam Fitters: 
Edward Barry, Metal Workers; A. M. 
Huddell. Engineers ; John T. Taggart. 
Lathers. 

COMMITTEE ON PRESIDENT'S RE- 
PORT: Wm. J. McSorley, Lathers; D. F. 
Peatherston, U. B. CarpenterS; Martin 
Ooellnitz, Cement Workers; Walter V. 
Price, Marble Workers; Emile Arnold. 
Painters. 

COMMITTEE ON SECRETARY'S RE- 
PORT: Prank M. Ryan. Iron Workers; 
R. A. McKee. Engineers; H. A. Stem- 
burgh, Laborers; Thos. Redding, Metal 
Workers; Herbert Crampton, Amalga- 
mated Carpenters. 

COMMITTEE ON EXECUTIVE COUN- 
CIL'S REPORT: Geo. Hedrick, Brother- 
nood of Painters and Decorators; A. C 
Sanders, Amalgamated Carpenters; Isaac 
Coombe, Granite Cutters; Henry Sands, 
Composition Roofers; S. J. Fay, Brother- 
bood of Electrical Workers. 

COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS: J. 
C. Skemp, Painters; Dan Deegon. United 
Brotherhood Carpenters; John H. Barry, 
Iron Workers; James Cruickshank, Gran- 
ite Cutters; Wm. S. Godshall, Electricians. 

COMMITTEE ON LAWS: John R. Al- 
pine, Plumbers; J. J. Sullivan, Steam Fiv 
ters; M. O. Sullivan. Sheet Metal Workers; 
Wm Pyfe, Amalgamated Carpenters; Ellas 
Breldenbach, Painters. 

COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZATION: J. 
T. Cosgrove, United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters; J. J. McLaughlin, Electricians; 
<3eo. B. Powers, Metal Workers; Thos. 
Badgley, Plumbers; Thos. E. Keough, 
Cement Workers. 

COMMITTEE ON ADJUSTMENT : Frank 
Duffy, United Brotherhood of Carpenters; 
J. C. Bahlhorn, Painters; James Duncan. 
Granite Cutters; Matt Comerford, Steam 
Engineers; Frank McNulty, Electrical 
Workers. 

COMMITTEE ON LOCAL AND STATE 
ORGANIZATION: P. H. McCarthy. United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters; Frank Fee- 
ney. Elevator Constructors; Jo Evans. 
Stone Cutters; John Coffleld, Plumbers; 
John T. Butler, Iron Workers. 



Vice-President Hedrick presided while 
President Kirby read the following report; 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT. 
To the Officers and Delegates of the First 
General Convention of the Building 
Trades Department of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, Greeting: 
We are now assembled to begin the 
actual work for which this Department 
was created, and I desire to impress upon 
the mind of every delegate here that this 
will be the actual starting point of our 
career, and no future Convention will ever 
face the problems that now stand be- 
fore us. 

Our membership has been lenient with 
us up to this time, realizing that we did 
not have the time at our first conference 
to complete every detail; but nine months 
have gone by, and we have had oppor- 
tunities to observe the working of laws 
we have made, as well as note our omis- 
sions, and. guided by our past experience, 
we are expected to bring forth a Constitu- 
tion that will give relief to some of the 
evils at least that affect our local unions, 
and by so doing, strengthen that spirit 
of nationalism so woefully lacking in some 
localities. 

All questions affecting the building 
trades will be dealt with by this Depart- 
ment. We have, in the past, many times 
complained that our nfrairs were con- 
trolled by those who had not the oppor- 
tunity of judging what was for our best 
interests. We have succeeded in secur- 
ing complete autonomy over all build- 
ing work, and we are here to demon- 
strate the fact that we have the ability, 
the experience, and the courage to face 
and to deal with the problems that con- 
front us. 

The accumnlated enmity, engendered 
by years of trades disputes, and fanned 
to flames of passion on the floor of the 
Annual Conventions of the American 
Federation of Labor, must be reckoned 
with, and while it Is beyond the dreams 
of the greatest optimist in our midst to, 
for one moment, expect to settle all our 
differences, yet we should be able to pave 
the way. leading to a permanent ad- 
justment of all trade disputes affecting 
our Internationals. Many trivial disputes 
will arise from time to time that are too 
Inslgnlflcant for consideration, and should 
be left to the organization affected to ad- 
just. Work done by different crafts vary 
in localities, and this is to be considered 
also. 

We must be broad enough to realize 
that our opponents have rights that are 
just and must be respected, and brave 
enough to support the cause that our con- 
science tells us is right. 

Nine months ago, at the headquarters 
of the American Federation of Labor, 
at Washington, D. C, this Department 
was organized. oflBcers elected and Con- 
stitution written. The Executive Council 
held a meeting immediately after the ad- 
journment of the Convention, and as the 
Convention had instructed the President 
and Secretary to secure suitable office 
rooms in the city of Washington, we were 
ordered by the Executive Council to open 
up offices not later than April 1st. and 
to secure headquarters w^lth the Feda^- 
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atlon of Labor if possible. We could not 
secure offices at the Federation of La- 
bor headquarters, and, owing to the fact 
that our charter was not issued until the 
20th of MArch, were unable to comply 
wltK the instructions as to opening an 
office on the 1st of April. 

But, on May ' Ist, we secured offices in 
the Colorado Building, where -we have 
three rooms, one of which is furnished 
with a vault, and, altogether, we are 
very comfortably situated. 

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 

Our relations with the American Fed- 
eration . of Labor have always been of the 
most cdrdial nature. 

President Gompters, Secretary Morrison, 
as well as the organizers of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, have rendered 
this Department material assistance, and 
have, at all times, stood willing to lend 
a helping hand when the occasion pre- 
sented itself. 

THE STRUCTURAL BUILDING TRADES 
ALLIANCE. 

Immediately after the formation of the 
Building Trades Department, the Struct- 
ural Building Trades Alliance held a spe- 
cial Convention, and instructed its officers 
to close up its business affairs as soon as 
a charter was Issued to the Department. 

On receipt of the charter, the above 
instructions were complied with, and .1 
may also add that nearly all the local al- 
liances at once secured charters In the 
Building Trades Department. 

As an organization, the Structural Build- 
ing Trades Alliance ceased to exist after 
the charter was issued to the Building 
Trades Department. 

INTERNATIONAL BUILDING TRADES 
COUNCIL. 

This organization, we are told, still has 
locals in two or three cities, and we are 
also Informed that at their recent Con- 
vention, held In St. Louis, Mo., steps were 
taken looking toward affiliation with this 
Department. At the time of writing this 
report I am unable to outline in any way 
their proposition. I, however, anticipate 
the matter will be placed before this Con- 
vention in the regular way. 

For the information of the delegates 
assembled, I wish to say that we have 
had considerable correspondence with dif- 
ferent parties In St. Louis, Mo., looking 
to the establishment of a Building Trades 
Council affiliated with our Department in 
that city. However, we have rather dis- 
couraged the idea, believing that by so 
doing we might possibly do the cause 
more injury than good, inasmuch as a 
majority of the building tradesmen of 
that city still hold membership in the 
local Building Trades Council affiliated 
with the International Building Trades 
Council, and not having at any time a 
sufficient, or at least a majority of the 
members of the various organizations, I 
decided that the most good could be ac- 
comnlished by waiting until such a time 
as that council should come over to us in 
a body. 

There took part in the formation of the 
Building -Trades Department at Washing- 
toD twenty national organizations: 



Bridge and Structural Iron Workers^ 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners, 
. Amalgamated Carpenters and Joiners^ 
Cement Workers, 
Electrical Workers, 
Elevator Constructors, 
Engineers, 
Granite Cutters, 
Hod Carriers, 
Lathers, 

Marble Workers, 
Painters, 
Metal Workers, 
Plumbers. 

Steam and Hot Water Fitters, 
Stone Cutters, 
Tile Layers, 
Slate and Tile Roofers, 
Composition Roofers, 
Asbestos Workers. 

All save the last three named almost 
immediately took out charters and paid 
their Initiation fees to the Department. 
The Composition Roofers have recently 
made application and paid their initia- 
tion. Considerable correspondence has 
passed between this office and the Slate 
and Tile Roofers and the Asbestos Work- 
ers, hut as yet they have not seen fit to 
affiliate. 

STATE BUILDING TRADES COUNCILS^ 

Charters have been issued to the states 
of California and New Jersey. 

What the State Building Council of 
California has done for the betterment of 
the building mechanics needs no comment 
on my part, and is well known to the 
delegates here assembled. New Jersey has 
for some time had a state organization of 
building crafts, and it has been of great 
benefit to all connected with it. In bring- 
ing into closer touch with each other the 
respective organizations In that line of 
industry. I may add that In all cases our 
chartered bodies, state and local, have 
been instructed that they should not. in 
any way. trespass on the rights of the Cen- 
tral Labor Unions, and while guarding 
their own interests, be mindful of the 
riglits of others. 

LOCAL COUNCILS. 

The General Convention, in forming the 
laws, was silent on the proposition as to 
whether the local unions, whose interna- 
tionals were not affiliated, would be al- 
lowed to affiliate locally or otherwise, and 
inasmuch as in many localities different 
local unions of non-affiliated internationals 
desire to affiliate, and it was the wish of 
our locals to have them so affiliate, the 
Executive Council decided that where the 
claims of jurisdiction of their work, etc.. 
in no way conflicted with the locals of any 
of our affiliated internationals, they woultf 
be allowed to affiliate locally. While thw 
has been very beneficial in sonie cities, 
there is thi« matter to be considered: 
That these locals are paying nothing to- 
ward the support of the international, re- 
ceiving the benefits locally, and at the 
same time we have no means by which to- 
compel them to continue their affiliation 
should they desire at any time to with- 
draw. Many demands have been made 
for local By-Laws, which, on account of 
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not hflTin^, we have l>eeD uuable to fur- 
bish to our local Councils. 

Various complaints have reached this 
office at times of locals of our affiliated 
organizations refusing to affiliate locally, 
or send delegates after they have taken 
fltepdB to affiliate. We have also, at differ- 
ent times, had the fact called to our at- 
tention that our local organizations were 
not complyinjBr with our law relative to 
holding membership in , the Central Labor 
Unions. I have at all times endeavored 
to secure the affiliation of our locals with 
the Building Trades Department, and also 
to enforce our laws relative to affiliation 
of the Central Labor Union. It seems that 
the American Federation of Labor has, In 
the past, very seldom attempted to enforce 
their Constitutions on this subject, and 
this fact of allowing their subordinate or- 
ganizations to follow their own inclina- 
tions regarding affiliation has had more or 
less to do with the diST^osition not to af- 
filiate with the Central Labor Union, that 
■seems to prevail in many places. 

Our local Councils, as, at present- con- 
structed, after being chartered, practically 
are left to themselves. There being no 
tax received from them, neither have they 
anything to say relative to the laws they 
l»ave to comply with. I ain of the opinion 
that this is entirely wrong. I believe our 
locals should be allowed to send a delegate 
to our Gk'neral Convention, with a voice 
and a vote. I realize that the general or- 
ganizations should not for one moment 
lose the management or the control of this 
Department, and this can be provided 
Against by allowing each delegate whu 
represents an international 100 or 200 
'votes, or as many as desired, and each 
•delegate representing a local of the state 
body 1 vote. This would not change the 
relative voting strength of the Intematlon- 
«18, and the voting power of the local and 
state delegate would be so small as not 
to be materially effective, and to guard 
against the viva voce, any delegate shouia 
have the right to demand a roll call. By 
following the above conrse and by charg- 
ing each chartered organization a small 
yearly tax. say $5 or $10, the above objects 
«an be attained. 

While there may be reasons* why rep- 
resentation should not have been allowed 
to Central Bodies in the Conventions of 
the American Federation of Lal>or. I do 
not believe that argument holds good here, 
where we have an almost complete unity 
of interest and nn entire absence of ail 
questions of political or foreign nutures. 
There should be no question why we 
should not avail ourselves of all nttavn- 
able ability and experience. 

This Convention must make a set of 
rules for local Councils, so that, as near 
as possible, uniform laws will be pro- 
vided, and yet they must be elastic 
enough to conform to all conditions and 
to all localities. These laws must define 
local representation. Perhaps we have 
been asked oftenor relative to the repre- 
sentation allowed in local Councils than 
any other one question. To make these 
laws effective locally, nnd to give all our 
internationals the power to enforce thein 
In their local organizations, the lof»al laws 
must be submitted to the affiliated mem- 



bership of the lo<Nil Building Trades Coun- 
cils for referendum vote. 

The Constitutions of various interi»t- 
tionals providecl that none of their mem- 
bership shall be required to live no to 
or comply with any .laws that tiiey liave 
no part in making. This BniLding Trades 
Council can not deprive the membership 
•of any of these rights, and if these rights 
are taken away from the members of local 
unions, the general officers of the Inter- 
nationals- have not the power to compel 
them to comply with the local Building 
Trades Council laws. 

This is a very serious question, I as- 
sure you, and one this Convention can 
not afford to deal lightly with, bearing, 
as it does, on the fundamental principles 
of an organization having in mind always 
that our locals are the source of our 
strength, financially and otherwise, and 
while, as representatives of Internationals, 
nnl)ess we have the confldenbe of our'^mem'- 
bership, we are little use here, and we 
can only maintain that confidence by re- 
specting the rights guaranteed them lo 
their Constitutions. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

For some years there has existed in 
Philadelphia an organization known as th« 
Allied Building Trades. After the forma- 
tion of the Building Trades Department 
the Allied Trades made application for a 
charter. There were affiliated with the 
allied Building Trades the following or- 
ganizations : 

Bridge and Structural Iron Workers, 
Electrical Workers, 
Elevator Constructors. 
Engineers. 
Lathers. 

Sheet Metal Workers, 
Plumbers, 
Slate Tile Roofers, 
Tile Layers, 
All of these were affiliated nationally. 
The following organizations were affili- 
ated locally: 

Boilermakers, 

Cedar Vat and Tank Builders. 
Decorated Stained Glass Workers. 
Mosaic Workers. 
Terra Cotta Workers. 
There were several building trades In 
that city who were not affiliated with the 
Allied Trades. These were: 
Brotherhood of Carpenters, 
Steam Fitters. 
Granite Cutters. 

Amalgamated SorUty of Carpenters. 
•Tourneymen Stone Cutters and Marble 
Workers. 

These noh-afllllntod trades have protested 
very vigorously regarding the charter bar- 
ing been issued to the Allied Trades. I 
might say that I have spent considerable 
time and effort In order to adjust the mat- . 
ter. and have made several trips tO: Phila- 
delphia for that purpose. I had aiCOmmlt- 
toe Pinpointed from the non-afflllate* •trades 
.ind from the Allied Building Trades, ,!wlio: 
have met together and endeavored to ad- 
Inst the difficulty. But to-day. however, 
the condition remains unchanged. T have 
been assured that this mjiTter would bo 
token up on the Convention floor nnd ef- 
forts made to have this mtittev s.otiW<\, ^wvA. 
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inasmuch as both parties will be present, 
I> will make no comment on the situation 
other tbhn to express my wish that whac- 
ever settlement is ordered by this Conven- 
tion wiH be complied with by all parties, 
as I have how, as in the past, only been 
interested in doing the most good for a 
city that needs a much better organization 
than they have at the present time. 

CITY OP NEW YOBK. 

Many of the Delegates here, who took 
part in the formation of this Departmen>, 
will . remember the large delegation or 
Building Tradesmen from New York who 
attended that meeting, and asked that 
when that city was chartered, a charter 
be issued to either Greater New York or 
that five charters be issued, one to each 
Borough, expressing their opinion that 
either proposition would be satislactory. 

The Executive Council, after giving the 
matter due consideration, decided to issue 
,the five charters, and notified the various 
organizations of New York City to that 
effect. 

Immediately a protest was entered from 
New York City, and nearly every building 
craft protested against the issuance of a 
charter for each Borough, and asked that 
the Executive Council reconsider their ac- 
tion and issue a charter covering Greater 
New York. I visited New York City and 
consulted with many members of the vari- 
ous crafts, and I found that the organiza- 
tions were unanimous in their desire to 
have a Building Trades Council in that 
city that would cover the entire district, 
and, under date of August 31st, I submit- 
ted the following recommendations to the 
Executive Council, together with the prw- 
tests entered by the Building Trades of 
that city: 

1st. That all applications now on file 
be returned, together with charter fee 
paid. 

2nd. That the (general Secretaries or 
General Presidents of each affiliated In- 
ternational be requested to take the mat- 
ter up with their District Council, if they 
have one; if not, with their local union, 
and instruct them to have three (3) repre- 
sentatives of their organization attend a 
Joint conference to be called by the under- 
signed in Neir York City at as ear\j a 
date as possioie to make application for a 
charter coveifng Greater New York. 

3rd. That an International officer of 
each affiliated organization be invited' and 
requested to be present at that meeting 
to assist and advise. 

I may add that the object of having 
the General Secretary or Greneral Presi- 
dent notify their crafts is that there be 
no mistake as to the parties invited ; also, 
to secure their co-operation in making the 
movement a success. 

The Executive Council complied with 
the request, as expressed by the organi- 
zations of New York, and reconsidered 
their action as to the issuance of five 
charters. 

Having in mind the numerous organi- 
zations in tlMit city who had no connec- 
tions with any International of any char- 
acter whatever, I decided that the best 
course to pursue would be to have the 
General Secretaries ot the affiliated In- 



ternationals notify their local organiza> 
tions in New York City to assemble for 
the purpose of making applications for 
a charter. All the General Secretaries 
complied with my request and notified 
their organizations to appear at Brevoort*s 
Hall, New York City, on the 19th of Octo- 
ber. I attended the meeting and had the 
pleasure of receiving the application of 
every local organization in New York City 
with the exception of two, and these two- 
failed to receive instructions, due to the 
fact of the short notice that they bad re- 
ceived.- They have, however, later notified 
our office that they would be parties to the- 
application. I might say, however, that up 
to date the charter has not been issued, 
inasmuch as the organizations have not, as 
yet, notified us of the name they desire to> 
use on their charter. They are, however,. 
. working > along on their law8,r.aiid. I have 
every reason to believe that in a short time- 
New York City will have a Building Trades 
Council that will control the situation in 
that great city. 

I could not do otherwise than commend 
the building mechanics of New York for 
the thorough and practical manner hi 
which they took charge of the work of 
framing their laws to comply with our 
Constitution. 

THE CITY OP BUFFALO. 

For some years past there existed ia 
the city of Buffalo a Building Trades- 
Section of the Central Labor Union. Dis* 
sensions arose in that body, and a large- 
majority of the building trades withdrew 
from the Central Labor Union. Some time- 
before the Building Trades Department 
was established, a charter was issued to> 
a number of organizations by the Struct- 
ural Building Trades Alliance. After the- 
Department was created and preparations 
made to issue charters, an application was 
received from the organization known as 
the Structural Building Trades Alliance of 
Buffalo, and also an application from the 
Building Trades Section. 

This matter came before the Executive 
Council, and, after considerable discussion, 
it was decided that the only way by which 
a degree of harmony could be established! 
was by ignoring both the bodies, calling a* 
Convention of the various trades, and is- 
suing a charter to those making applica- 
tion. The charter fee of the Bufldinr 
Trades Section and the local Structural Al- 
liance was returned to 'tjiem,-!?and on June 
10th I called a meeting in Buffalo, notify- 
ing every one ofthe.TcHD^ls-iafflliated with 
our Internationals. I might also add that 
I notified the General Secretaries, asking* 
them to instruct their locals to be present. 
At that meeting the following organiza- 
tions made application for a charter: 

Asbestos Workers, 

Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners,. 

Electrical Workers, 

Hod Carriers, 

Building Laborers, 

Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers, 

Marble Workers, 

United Association of Plumbers, Ga» 

and Steam Fitters, 
Slate and Tile Roofers, 
Journeymen Stone Cutters* Assoclatioow 
Tile Roofers and Helpers. 
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I might also add that the Bricklayers 
participated, and are members at pres- 
•ent, or were very recently, and we have 
mot been advised of their withdrawal, lo 
these trades was issued a charter for a 
local in this department. They were given 
'positive instructions on that night that 
they would be required to affiliate at once 
with the Central Labor Union. It seems, 
liowever, that on account of the bad feeling 
-existing that that desired object has . not 
.yet been attained, and 1 can only add that 
the principle cause of- the lack of organiza- 
tion in the city of Buffalo is the lack of 
harmony, which, I am sorry. to say, some 
<of the individuals interested do not seem 
-disposed in bringing about. 

PITTSBURG, PA. 

The attention of this Conventiou was 
•called to the fact that in the city of Pitts- 
burg, Pa., there is an organisation which 
has, or did have at one time, some con- 
nection with the Knights of Labor, and is, 
I believe, known as the Iron League. It 
seems that in times of trouble, when our 
men strike for better conditions, these peo- 
ple immediately take their . places, .at re- 
-duced rate of wages and increased hours. 
This matter has deterred our men many 
^imes from bettering their conditions when 
the opportunity presented itself. I am at 
a loss to ofTer a remedy, but 'this matter 
•deserves consideration. When an organ- 
ised body of men will deliberately take 
steps to displace their fellow-workmen, it 
•certainly shows a degraded condition, and 
the individuals who champion that kind of 
a movement are little better than the birds 
of prey that feed upon the dead carcasses 
<of animals in the fields. 

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 

1 have been called upon recently to in- 
terview the government officials relative to 
work having been let to contractors who 
employed non-union men and paid less 
than the minimum rate of wages. 

In every instance I have been met with 
ithe statement that there is no restriction 
placed on contracts let by the government 
regarding the rate of wages to be paid, 
"but that if the employes work more than 8 
liours steps will be taken at once to stop it. 

Now, I am of the opinion that if a 
law establishing the number of hours a 
man shall work on government contracts 
•can be established and enforced, then a 
law . fixing the rate of wages at not less 
than the recognized minimum rate in the 
locality where the work is done would 
liold good; and if some concerted action 
•on the part of the Building Trades could 
be brought about, much good could be 
•done in this direction, and I am also of 
the opinion that it would nof be hard 
to bring about the passage of such a law, 
for the government, when doing work it- 
self, always complies with the local con- 
dition, with possible exceptions, but very 
rare and easily adjusted, and if this could 
be done there would be no trouble with 
the non-union man. for, with the question 
of dollars and cents eliminated, few con- 
tractors care to be bothered with him, and 
the courts have and do recognize the union 
scale as the legal rate. If this were done. 



we could easily control the situation, and 
I recommend that the incoming officers b« 
instructed to take such steps as in their 
judgment they deem proper toward se- 
curing the passage of a law on the lines, 
above mentioned. 

COMPLAINTS, 

Complaints were made to our office by 
the local unions of the National Steam 
Fitters of Phihidelphla and Cincinnati, and 
the local branch of Amalgamated Carpen- 
ters of Denver, that their delegates were 
not allowed a seat in the Building Trades 
Council. I have in every instance ordered 
them seated at once. The Philadelphia lo- 
cals are parties to the dispute between the 
Allied Trades and the non -affiliated trades. 
I instructed Brother Spencer, while In 
Dayton last summer, to proceed to Cincin- 
nati and order the Building Trades Council 
to seat the delegates from the Steam Fil- 
ters. I have heard no further complaints 
from that city. Some difTerences arose in 
the Denver Council regarding the Carpen- 
ters, and it seems that the Amalgamated 
Carpenters were denied working cards. As 
soon as this was called to my attention, 
I Instructed the Denver Building Trades 
Council that such action would not be 
permitted, and that no local of an affili- 
ated International could be deprived of 
any of the privileges of a local Building 
Trades Council without just and siifficient 
reasons. 

WORKING CARDS. 

We have had many requests for work- 
ing cards, but up to date have made no 
arrangements towards supplying the same. 
I have given this matter considerable 
study during the past six months, and 
have corresponded with all the organ- 
izers of the affiliated Internationals that 
I could reach. Twenty -seven have replied. 
Twenty-two of these favor uniform work- 
ing cards, to be issued nationally, the re- 
maining five being divided in their recom- 
mendation, but none opposing the Uniform 
card. I am of the opinion that stept* 
should be taken to furnish all of our local 
councils with a uniform card, to be 
sold to them at the cost of printing 
and mailing, or this Department might 
have cuts made for the local coun- 
cils and allow them to have them 
printed themselves, making one slde^ of the 
card identical over our entire jurisdiction, 
and the other side local council and mem> 
ber*s craft. 

EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY. 

I have. In times past, called attention- 
of the building tradesmen to the neces- 
sity of efforts being made to secure legis- 
lation in the various states tliat would 
protect our members against bodily in- 
jiiry, as well as against financial loss by 
unscrupulous employers. Many accidents 
could be avoided if the employer were 
given to understand that he would be held 
financially as well as criminally respon- 
sible for any injuries to any of his em- 
ployes. Then, I assure you, better ma- 
terial would be furnished for false work, 
and the workmen would not be compelled 
to take the hazardous risks that are so 
uncalled lor. \1 \.\\«i \>w\\^Vcw^ ^jxvvW.^.^ ^wiS.^ 
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make conceirtfd efforts through their re- 
spective orRanizatioD8, I feel 'sure their 
weight would soon be felt, but I am not 
aware of, any organization in Convention 
assembled* that has taken any decided 
stand on this question. If it were possi- 
ble to abolish the casualty company and 
make it unlawful to trafSc any man's 
bodily injuries, or protect the money-mad 
employers fromi their own rashness and 
indiscretion, I feel a great step would 
have been taken toward establishing safer 
conditions in the erection of our large 
buildings, for when the employer realizes 
that the result of his rashness will fall 
upon his own shoulderis, I assure you he 
wlH be far more careful in conducting his 
business. Again, the fellow servant and 
the contributory negligence act are both 
laws of rank injustice unfortunately on 
the statute books of many of the states 
to-day. The false work used in the erec- 
tion of the building should be under the 
supervision of the Building Departments, 
as well as the building proper, for the lives 
of the men employed in the construction 
of the building are as valuable and should 
receive as much consideration and protec- 
tion as those that occupy the edifice after 
Its completion. 

WANT OF SUITABLE STATE LAWS. 

I find in many of the states that the 
building tradesmen receive no considera- 
tion >or protection on the question of 
wages. The material man is fenced ' in 
with ample laws, but the laborer has no 
recourse on the property erected, should 
the contractor prove to be financially not 
responsible. There is no reason why 
these laws should be thus, and if the in- 
fiuence of the men affected were exerted 
even to a small degree in some concerted 
form, I feel sure material results would 
soon be in evidence, and by asserting our 
rights, backed up by a reasonable degree 
of courage and good judgment, instead 
of being supplicants for favor, we will be 
the commanders of our own positions to 
the extent of establishing laws in the in- 
terest of legal justice and common hu- 
manity. 

CONCLUSION. 

I have many times called upon the var- 
ious Internationals. Secretaries and Or- 
ganizers for assistance in different local- 
ities, and without exception the assist- 
ance asked for is invariably granted, anti' 
every national officer who has been asked 
to render aid has never hesitated to go 
as far as the laws of his organization 
would permit, and I could not single out 
any one of the general officers for a 
special mention without doing injustice 
to all the rest. Suffice to say that the 
Building Trades Department has received 
hearty support from all concerned. 

We have at the present time T.^S local 
Building Trades Councils. All of these 
are in good working condition, and a de- 
gree of harmony exists locally that has 
not prevailed heretofore. This is easily 
explained by the fact of the unanimity 
of the general officers in supporting the 
DenartWent. 

The different Internationals are to be 

fronjsrrntnlntod nr>on the yvay in which they 

Iiare mnlntalncd tboir membership during 



the recent disastrous panic, coming, as it 
did, like a clap of thunder from clear 
skies. Nearly all the affiliated unions held 
their membership, while some made ma- 
terial gains, and it Is to be hoped that 
after passing through the throes of a 

f»resldential election that business will ad- 
ust Itself and the country will again re- 
sume normal conditions, and with the' 
Building Trades working In nnlson we- 
will soon establish a chain of Building- 
Trades Councils throughout the land that 
will compel the respect of employers and 
enforce discipline among employes, thereby^ 
creating equal conditions among members- 
and rendering unfair and unjust compe- 
tition among employes Impossible, and 
compelling every one, contractor and jour- 
neyman alike, to deal fairly and justly 
with every one in the land. 

When conditions are established where- 
\ry every man in our jurisdiction Is com- 
pelled to carry a Building Trades Council 
card, we may look forward to a more 
perfect condition among all classes of 
industries, for the building tradesman is 
an aggressive individual and can never be- 
contented unless he is engaged in better- 
ing himself and assisting others In better- 
ing theirs. The fear expressed by some 
that the Building Trades will segregate 
and desert the general labor movement Is 
entirely groundless. "No individual on- 
earth Is more Independent and, at the 
same time, generous than the man who 
works in the open air. He works for the- 
shrewdest class of employers on earth; he* 
is surrounded by danger, and has to con- 
tend with elements of Nature in the dif- 
ferent seasons of the year. He Is alive to- 
his own needs, and though he may some- 
times be arrogant, he Is always r'^ady 
to extend a helping hand to aid those 
less fortunate, and can always be relied^ 
upon to do his duty in the labor move- 
ment, and anyone expressing fears to the- 
contrary only shows a lack of knowledge 
of the question he discusses. 

And, in closing, I desire to thank 
my associate officers. Secretary -Treasurer 
Spencer. President Gomners, the Executive 
Committee of the American Federation of 
Labor, and especially the general officers 
of the Affiliated Internationals, for their- 
assistance and words of encouragement, 
and assuring you all that working In con- 
junction with such men as 1 have, my 
task, no matter how arduous, could not 
be otherwise than pleasant. 

I believe no man, placed in the samfr 
position, could have been more fnfr or 
impartial than I have bpen. and all my 
efforts have been put forth to do the- 
greatest good for the greatest number. 

Again thanking you all, T remain. 
Obediently vours. 

.TAMES KIRBY. 
President. Building Trades Department,. 
American Federation of Labor. 

Delegate McNulty — I move that the re- 
port of the President be received and the- 
different subjects referred to the commit- 
tees having jurisdiction thereon. (Sec- 
ondcd.) 

Delegate Duffy— Have we not a Commit- 
tee on President's Report? 

Delegate "N\<*"Kw\ty— \ v;\\\\dTa.v: the for- 
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mer.-inotioii and wove that th^ report be 
rde«l1«d and referred to thQ Committee 
on President's Report. (Seconded and 
■carried.) 

I*re8ident Klrby In the chair. 

Secretary Spencer read the following re- 
port : 

REPORT OF THE GENERAL SECRE- 
TARY-TREASURER OF THE FINAN- 
CIAL AFFAIRS OF THE BUILDING 
TRADES DEPARTMENT, AMERICAN 
FEDERATION OF LABOR. 
RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS 
FROM FORMATION UP TO AND 
INCLUDING SEPT. 30. 1908. 



International 



RECEIPTS OF AFFILIATED INTER- 
NATIONAL UNIONS. 

International Association Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers. 
1906 

Mch. 26 Charter fee $100.00 

Apr. 30 Per capita tax... 25.00 
May 31 Per capita tax... 2.5.00 
June 30 Per capita tax .. . 25.00 
July 31 Per capita tax... 25.00 
Aug. 31 Per capita tax... 2.5.00 
Sept. 30 Per capita tax... 25.00 

$ 250.00 



Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and 
Joiners. 
1906 

Apr. 1 Charter fee $100.00 

Apr. 30 Per capita tax... 16.25 
May 31 Per capita tax... 16.25 
June 30 Per capita tax .. . 16.25 

July 31 Back tax 2S.12 

July 31 Per capita tax... 2.5.6.'l 
Aug. 31 Per capita tax... 25.63 
flept. 30 Per capita tax... 25.62 

$ 253.75 



United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America. 
1906 
Apr. 1 Charter fee...... $100,Q0 

Apr. 30 Per capita tax... 42.5.00 
May .31 Per capita tax. . . 42.5.00 
June 30, Per capita tax... 400.00 
July 31 Per capita tax . . . 4.m00 
Aug. 31, Per capita tax... 425.§0 

$2,205.00 



American Brotherhood of Cement 

Workers. 
1906 

Apr. 1 Charter fee $100.00 

Apr. 30 Per capita tax . . . 15.00 
M!ay 31 Per capita tax . . . 22.50 
June 30 Per capita tax .. . 22.»5a 

June 30 Supplies 13..50 

July 81 Per capita tax... 22.50 
Aug. 31 Per capita tax . . . 22.50 

$ 218.50 



International 



1906 
Apr. 30 
Apr. 30 
May 31 
June 30 
July 31 
Aug. 31 



Brotherhood 
Workers. 



of Electrical 



Charter fee $100 00 



Per capita tax . . 
Per capita tax.. 
Per capita tax. . 
Per capita tax. . 
Per capita tax . . 



81.25 

81.25 

81.2 

81.25 

81.2.5 



Union of 
structors. 



Elevator Con» 



1906 

Apr. 30 Charter fee $100 00 

Apr. 30 Per capita tax... 6j60 

May 31 Per capita tax .. . 6.60 

.Tune 30 Per capita tax . . . 6.15 

July 31 Per capita tax . . . 6.07 

Aug. 31 Per capita tax... 5.96 

Sept. 30 Per capita tax . . . 5.81 



$ 137.19 



Interantlonal 
1908 
Apr. 1 
30 
31 
30 
31 
31 



Union Steam Engineers. 



Apr. 
May 
.Tune 
July 
Aug. 



Charter fee 

Per capita tax.. 
Per capita tax . . 
Per capita tax . . 
Per capita tax . . 
Per capita tax . . 



$100.00 
40.50 
4075 
40.75 
40.75 
40.75 



$ 303.50 



Granite Cutters' International Association 
of America. 
1908 

Apr. 1 Charter fee $100.00 

Apr. 30 Per capita tax... 32.50 
May 31 Per capita tax .. . 32.50 
.Tune 30 Per capita tax... 32 50 
July 31 Per capita tax... .32.50 
Aug. 31 Per capita tax . . . 32.50 
Sept. 30 Per capita tax. . . 32.50 

$ 295.00 



International Union of Hod Carriers and 
Building Laborers. 



1906 
Apr. 
.\pr. 
May 
.Tune 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 



Charter fee 

Per capita tax.. 
Per capita tax.. 
Per capita tax.. 
Per capita tax.. 
Per capita tax.. 
Per capita tax.. 



$100.00 
30.00 
30.00 
.30.00 
24.92 
24.92 
24.92 



$ 264.76 



International Union Wood, Wire and Metal 
Lathers. 
1908 

Apr. 1 Charter fee $100.00 

Apr. 30 Per capita til X... 15.00 

May 31 Per capita tax . . . 15.00 

June '30 Per capita tax... 15.00 

July 31 Per capita tax . . . 15.00 

Aug. .31 I*er capita tax . . . 15.00 

Sept. 30 Per captttt tax... 15.00 

Oct. 31 Per capita tax .. . 15.00 

Nov. 30 Per capita tax . . . 15.00 

$ 220.00 



International .\aPoclation of Marble 
Workers.. 



$ .506.2.5 



1906 
Apr. 
Apr. 
May 
June 
July 
Aug. 



Charter fee...., 
Per capita tax . 
Per capita tax . 
Per capita tax. , 
Per capita tax.. 
Per capita tax. , 



$100.00 
5.62 
5.62 
.5.64 
5.60 
5.65 



-% ^!^5J>:^ 
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Amalgamated Shcft Metal Workers* Inter- 
national Alliance. 



1M6 
Apr. 
Apr. 
May 
June 
July 
Aug. 



Charter fee $100.00 

Per capita tax... 40.20 
Per capita tux... 40.10 
Per capita tax . . . 40.25 
Per capita tax... 40.00 
Per capita tax . . . 40.%S 



300.70 



Brotherhood of Painters and Decorators. 
1906 

Charter fee $100.00 



Apr. 

Apr. 

May 31 Per capita tax . . 

June 30 Per capita tax... 

July 31 Per capita tax... 

Aug. 31 Per capita t«x... 



30 Per capita tax... 

31 -^ 



155.71 
162.94 
157.30 
160.07 
154.86 



$ 890.S8 



United Association Journeymen Plumbers, 

Gas and Steam Fitters and Steam 

Fitters' Heli>ers. 



1006 
Apr. 1 
Apr. 30 
May 31 
June 30 
July 31 
Aug. 31 



Charter fee $100.00 



Per capita tax. 
Per capita tax... 
Per capita tax... 
Per capita tax... 
Per capita tux... 



45.00 
45.00 
45.00 
45.00 
45.00 



$ 325.00 



and 



International AsKocIation of Steam 
Hot Water Fitters and Helpers. 
1908 

Charter fee $'fi)0.00 

Per capita tax... 14.00 
Per capita tax... 14.00 
Per capita tax... 14.00 
Per capita tux... 14.00 
Per capita tax... 14.00 

$ 170 00 



Apr. 1 

Apr. 30 

May 31 

June 30 

July 31 

Aug. 31 



Journeymen Stone Cutters* International 

Association of North America. 
Apr. 1 Charter fee...... $100.00 



1908 
Apr. 30 
M!ay 31 
June 30 
July 
Aug. 



31 
31 



Per capita tax... 
Per capita tax... 
Per capita tax . . . 
Per capita tax. .. 
Per capita tax.. . 



21.25 
21.40 
20.00 
21.27 
21.50 



$ 2(K>.42 



International Union Ceramic. Mosaic and 
Encaustic Tile Layers. 



1908 
Apr. 
Apr. 
May 9U 
Jume 30 
July 31 
Aug. 31 
Sept. 30 



1 
30 



Charter fee $100.00 

Per capita tax... 4.38 

Per capita tax... 4.38 

Per capita tax... 4.25 

Per capita ^a?... 4.25 

Per capita Wax . . . 4.25 

Per capita tax... 4.25 



$ 125.76 



Total $6,799.84 



Note — The Composition Roofers have, 
since the compilation of this Report, made 
application in the regular form, and have 
paid per capita tax since the 1st of April, 
Jfia9, In accordance with the Constitution. 



RECEIPTS FROM LOCAL COUNCILS. 

Kalispell. Mont $ 10.00 

Trenton, N. J ' 11.60 

Aurora, 111 10.00 

Hudson County, N. J...... 10.00 

Baltimore, Md 10.00 

Cedar Rapids, la 12.50 

Sprlngfleld, Mass 10.00 

Ely, Nev 10.00 

Providence. R. 1 11.25 

Kansas City. Mo 21.50 

Kenosha, Wis 12.75 

Jacksonville. Fla 10.00 

Montgomery, Ala 7.50 

Indianapolis. Ind 10.00 

Cincinnati, 12.50 

Worcester, Mass 10.00 

Oshkosh. Wis 10.00 

Superior. Wis 10.00 

Philadelphia, Pa 10.00 

South Bend, Ind 14.75 

Alton, 111 14.50 

Waterloo, la 10.00 

Omaha, Neb 10.00 

Birmingham, Ala 10.00 

Denver. Colo 10.00 

McAllister, Okla 10.00 

New Rochelle, N. Y 14.95 

Scranton, Pa 14.75 

Spokane, Wash 10.00 

Holyoke. Mass 10.00 

Minneapolis, Minn 10.00 

Ottawa, 111 10.00 

Orange, N. J 10.00 

Boston, Mass 10.00 

Detroit, Mich 10.00 

Elmira, N. Y 10.00 

New Orleans. La 10.00 

Grand Rapids. Mich lO.OQ 

Rahway, N. J 10.00 

Ridgewood. N. J 10.00 

Memphis. Tenn 10.00 

Vancouver. B. C 14.45 

Mt. Vernon, N. Y 10.«t 

Washington, D. C lO.Oa 

Buffalo. N. Y 10.00 

Dayton. Ohio 10.00 

Plalnfleld, N. J lO.OO 

EUaabeth. N. J 10.00 

Belleville. Ill lO.Oa 

Montclair, N. J 12.00 

Cleveland. Ohio 14.88 

Atlanta, Ga lO.Oa 

Reno. Nev 10.00 

Little Rock. Ark 10.00 

Colorado Springs, Colo 10.00 

Pittsburg, Pa 10.00" 

Rock Islond. Ill 10.00 

Portland. Ore 10.00 

Passaic. N. J 10.00' 

Paterson, N. J 10.00 

Louisville. Ky 10.00 

Toronto. Out 10.00" 

Stamford. Conn 10.00 

BInghamton. N. Y 10.00 

State Bulldin&r Tx-a d e s 

Council of CallfWftla 10.00^ 

St. Cloud, Minn 10.00 

Hamilton. Out 10.00 

Milwaukee, Wis 10.00 

Port Jervls. N. J 10.00 

Brooklyn, N. Y 10.00 

Salt Lake City, Ltali 10.00 

Port Chester, N. Y 10.00 

Total $ 770.2 
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MISCELLANEOUS RECEIPTS. 
1906. 

Buffalo, N. Y $ 10.00 

Brooklyn, N. Y 10.00 

Buffalo, N. Y 10.00 

Cleyeland, Ohio 10.00 

New York City. N. Y 10.00 

New York City (Borough 

Queens) 10.00 

U. S. Express (refund) 2.25 

St. Louis, Mo 10.00 

$ 72.23 

RECEIPTS TOTAL BROUGHT FOR- 
WARD. 

Internationa 1 Un ions $6,799.84 

Local Councils 770.38 

Miscellaneous 72.25 

Total $7,642.47 

ITEMIZED STATEMENT OF GENERAL 
EXPENDITURES. 

Convention Expense. 
February 15, 1908. stenog- 
rapher $ 6.00 

February 15. 1908, Tele- 
grams, Postage, Hauling, 

etc , 15.50 

February 17, 1908, Rent 

(Typographical Temple). 35.00 
February 18, 1908, A. F. of 

L. (Charter Fee) 10.00 

February 18. 1908, Trades 
Unionist (Printing Con- 
stitutions) IC.IO 

$ ■■■ ^2.60 

Special, March, 1908, Wm. J. 
Spencer (Cincinnati and 
return, Columbus and re- 
turn, re Charters li).20 

Office Rent and Office Ex- 
pense 472.75 

Seals 134.25 

Stationery 61.25 

Ezpressage 40.02 

Towel Supply 7.50 

Printing 830.15 

Organizing Expense 935.25 

Executiye Council Meet- 
ing 339.50 

Postage 161.60 

Telephone 29.93 



Telegraph 39.67 

Office Furniture 551.10 

Insurance 3.30 

Fidelity Casualty Co. (Pre- 
mium on Bond) 20.00 

Sloan & Co. (Machine) 13.00 

Refunds 40.00 

Stenographers' Salaries 656.50 

James E^irby (Salary) 1.100.00 

Wm. J. Spencer (Salary).. 1.000.00 
Miscellaneous 43.70 



Total $6,581.48 

STATEMENT OP MONTHLY RECEIPTS 
AND EXPENDITURES. 

Expend!- 
1908. Receipts. tures. 

February $ 82.60 

March $ 120.00 257.35 

April 1,346.88 764.87 



May 2,126.50 

June 720.75 

July 925.35 

August 670.39 

Septemlier.. 1,732.51 



1.918.87 

1,278.30 

612.85 

744.53 

922.11 



Tota 1 $7,642.47 $6,581.48 

RECAPITULATION. 

Receipts from Interna- 
tional Unions $6,799.84 

Receipts from Local Coun- 
cils 770.as 



Miscellaneous Receipts. 
Total Disbursements. 



$7,642.47 
6,581.4d 



Balance on hand Octo- 
ber 1, 1908 $1.06a99 

Respectfully submitted, 

WM. J. SPENCER, 
Secretary -Treasurer. 

On motion the report was referred to 
the Committee on Secretary's Report. 

On motion of Delegate Duffy the Con- 
vention was adjourned at 12 o'clock to re- 
convene at 2 o'clock p. m. 



FIRST DAY— Monday Afternoon Session 



The Convention was called to order at 
2 o'clock p. m., Monday, November 23d, 
President Kirby In the chair. 

Secretary Spencer read the following 
report : 

REPORT OP THE EXECUTIVE COUN- 
CIL BUILDING TRADES DEPART- 
MENT, AMERICAN FEDERATION OF 
LABOR. 

Denver, Colo.,'wNoii»mber.23, 1908. 
To the Officers and Delegates of the First 
Annual Convention of the Building 
Trades Department of the Americanr Fed- 
eration of Labor. 

Greeting: Your Executive Council here- 
with presents the following report: 



Immediately following the adjournment 
of the Organizing Convention at Wash- 
ington, D. C, your Executive Council held 
a meeting at the Ebbitt House, Wash- 
ington, D. C, at 8:30 p. m., Saturday 
evening. February 15th. 

The question of establishing headquar* 
ters in the City of Washington, as di- 
rected by the Convention, was taken up 
for consideration, and it was finally agreed 
that offices should be opened and estab- 
lished in the headquarters of the American 
Federation of- Labor on or before April 1, 
1008, provided that suitable rooms and ac- 
commodations could be secured. 

The officers of the Department were di- 
rected to carry out the instructions of 
the Executive Council in connection witir 
this matter, but Vt ^^"^ l<s>a.'vA. \» Xsfe \^ 
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practicable to close up the affairs of the 
department in tlie city of Daytou, Oh»o, 
earlier than May Ist. 

On this matter being reported to the 
Executive Council, it was unanimously 
decided that the officers move as early as 
convenient, whereupon the transfer of 
office furniture and equipment was ef- 
fected about the first of May. On ar- 
riving in Washington it was discovered 
that sufficient room could not be pro- 
cured at the headquarters of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, so that the 
officers were compelled to secure quarters 
in the Colorado Building, which in turn 
were duly opened on or about the first of 
May. 

The Secretary asked instructions of the 
Executive Council as to* a suitable design 
for a seal and insignia for the Depart- 
ment, but the opinion prevailed, the offi- 
cers of the American Federation of Labor 
should l>e consulted in the premises and 
some mutual agreement worked out of a 
satisfactory nature. These instructions 
were carried out, and by and with the ad- 
vice of President Gompers, a seal was 
designed, bearing the title of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor on the outer cir- 
cle, and the Building Trades Department, 
with the date of its organization, on inner 
circle; these to surround the globe and 
clasped hands of the seal of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

The question of granting charters to the 
existing Local Alliances, Building Trade 
Sections and state bodies was taken up for 
consideration, and, on motion, it was 
unanimously agreed that all central bodies 
be required to observe the provisions of 
the General Constitutions when making ap- 
plication for affiliation with the Building 
Trades Department. 

The attention of the delegates was drawn 
to the fact that the Convention had failed 
to fix a basis of representation in Local 
Councils to serve as a guide to new Coun- 
cils in organizing, and after due consid- 
eration the following plan seemed to be 
generally agreeable, and it was suggested 
that the members of the Council and offi- 
cers of the Department recommend this 
basis of representation to all inquiries on 
this subject: 

BASIS OF REPRESENTATION IN 
LOCAL COUNCILS. 



100 members or 

200 members or 

400 members or 

800 members or 

1.600 members or 

3.200 members or 

fi,400 members or 

12,800 members or 



less, 
more, 
more, 
more, 
more, 
more, 
more, 
more. 



3 delegates. 

4 delegates. 

5 delegates. 

6 delegates. 

7 delegates. 

8 delegates. 

9 delegates. 
10 delegates. 



In no case shall more than ten (10) dele- 
jgates be allowed each craft. 

Your Executive Committee is of the opin- 
ion that the above set forth basis on rep- 
resentations is equitable and just, es- 
pecially since it is in line with that pre- 
vailing in the Department, and 

We herewith recommend : 

The adoption of this plan of representa- 
tions and the incorporation of the same 
^, the General Constitution. 

Under date of March 31, 1908. the Gen- 

7/ Socrotarjr and Tronsurer notified the 



members of the Executtre Council ' of the 
receipt of various applications for charters, 
the drafting and lithographing of the offi- 
cial charter of the Building Trades Depart- 
ment and the time of delivery of these to 
general office. 

At the same time the board advised the 
receipt of communication from President 
Gompers, stating that the Executive Coun- 
cil had acted favorably upon the issuance 
of the charter, but for the better informa- 
tion of the delegates, the communication 
is herewith quoted: 

Washington, D. C, March* 20, 1908. 

Mr. Wm. J. Spencer, Secretary- Treas- 
urer, Building Trades Department, Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, Dayton, Ohio: 

Dear Sir and Brother — The application 
submitted by you and others on behalf of 
the Building Trades Department of the 
American Federation of Labor, for a cer- 
tificate of affiliation, came duly to hand, 
and in compliance with the request, and 
in conformity with the action of the Nor- 
folk Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, we take pleasure in issuing 
the same. 

The action of the Norfolk Convention 
upon this subject was upon report and 
recommendation of a committee consti- 
tuted entirely of representatives of build- 
ing trades union. The committee reported 
having given the subject its earnest con- 
sideration, and expressed its belief to be 
that the form of building trades sections 
or alliances, whether local or national, 
should be under one head, and in full affili- 
ation to the American Federation of Labor. 
The committee recommended, and the 
Convention unanimously adopted, the rec- 
ommendation, which was as follows: 

That a Department of Building Trades 
of the American Federation of Labor be 
created; said Department to be. chartered 
by the American Federation of Labor, to 
be composed of bona fide National and 
International Building Trades Organiza- 
tions, duly chartered as such by the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor and to be given 
autonomy over the Building Trades, with 
authority to issue charters to local Build- 
ing Trades Sections, said Sections and Cen- 
tral Body to be affiliated to the American 
Federation of Labor, to be composed of 
bona fide local unions and recognized as 
such in the Building Trades. 

We further recommend that all local 
unions of the Building Trades Section 
shall be affiliated with Central Bodies of 
the American Federation of Labor. 

Pern^it me to extend to the Building 
Trades Department or the American Fed- 
eration of Labor a hearty welcome In the 
ranks of our great trade union movement 
under the banner of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, and to take this opportunity 
of sincerely expressing the hope that the 
Department may be entirely successful and 
fulfill the highest hopes and aspirations 
its most devoted adherents anticipate. For 
my colleagues and myself, I can but give 
the assurance that we shall exert our every 
effort to aid wherever possible in the ful- 
fillment of that purpose. 

You win not fail to bear in mind, nor 
perhaps is it necessary that I shouldj^do 
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more than refer to the fact tbut the 
Building Trades Department is the dcTel- 
opment of the federated idea of the trade 
union movement 'In the several depart- 
ments of industry, applied now to the 
Building Trades. Efforts in this direc- 
tion were made by the Metal Trades, but. 
owing to the circumstances unnecessary 
to enumerate, it failed of its purpose. 
Since the* formation of the Building Trades 
Department, the Metal Trades Department 
has been revived, and, in all likelihood, 
will be as closely allied and afBliated to 
the American Federation of Labor as Is 
now the Building Trades Department. 

My only purpose in making reference 
to the matter here is to Impress upon all 
whom it may concern, that much of the 
future orderly development and growth 
of the trade union movement upon the 
lines of the Building Trades Department 
and the Metal Trades Department, and 
such other Departments of industry com- 
posed of National and International Trade 
Unions, will depend upon not only the 
ability of the men entrusted with the 
administration of these Departments, In- 
ternational and Local, but particularly 
upon their devotion to the underlying prin- 
ciples of the trade union movement and 
the Federation of Labor of our continent; 
for upou the demonstration that depart- 
ments of various industries can be suc- 
cessfully conducted in full co-operation 
with each other In federation, which rec- 
ognizes the identity of the interests of 
labor; the Interdependence of workmen 
upon workmen, and that in the last anal- 
ysis we have one purpose and one goal, 
we shall then disappoint enemies of our 
movement and bring hope, encouragement 
and success to our fellow workers, our fel- 
low unionists. 

In addition, let me say, that it will prove 
conclusively that the carping critics of our 
movement who charge, or insinuate, that 
the trade union movement does not pro- 
gress, advance or develop, is baseless and 
a mischievous untruth. It may not he un- 
interesting to recall that fact that in the 
report which I had the honor to make to 
the St. Louis Convention to the American 
Federation of Labor held In 1888, I took 
occasion to express the following: 

"The thought has frequently occurred to 
me whether In the near future the basis 
of our Federation should not be modeled 
upon a somewhat different basis from the 
present one. by having the various indus- 
tries classified by the divisions of these 
industries; such as, for Instance, the iron, 
steel or metal industry to have a Conven- 
tion of the representatives of all the trade 
unions in that Industry; the building 
trades to have their Convention of the 
representatives of the unions In their trade, 
the railroad employes theirs, and so on, 
each legislating upon the questions that 
affect the general Interests of their partic- 
ular trades and interests; these Industrial 
divisions to be In turn represented by their 
proportionate number of delegates In the 
Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor, and a representative of each In- 
dustry elected a member of the Executive 
Council. 

The Conventions of the industrial di- 
visions might be held simultaneously in 
different halls, of course, but in the cUy 



in which the Frd« ration would hold Its 
Convention Immediately after their ad- 
journment. The Idea may not be prac- 
tical for Immediate adoption, but discus- 
sion of it can only lead to good results. 
One thing is certain^-the autonomy of 
each trade and Industrial division would 
thus be more firmly se<»ui:ed." 

It will, therefore, be observed that the 
thought of just such Industrial divisions 
of industrial departments as the Building 
Trades or Metal Trades, or others within 
the Federation, is not a new Idea brought 
about by what any antagonist to our 
movement might charge or insinuate; and 
yet perhaps the thought expressed in that 
recommendation, the recommendation of 
twenty years ago, the action of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor at Norfolk, the 
conference held since, are all of them a 
series of steps in the great development of 
the American trade union movement; and 
that even today we are some distance from 
the full realization of what we hope to ac- 
comnlish. 

It is clearly understood that In Issuing 
a charter to the Building Trades Depan 
ment, it is in compliance with the di- 
rections and upon the condition? set forth 
by the Norfolk Convention of the Amei-. 
lean Federation of Labor. When this en- 
tire subject matter was under discussion 
at Norfolk, a number of questions were 
asked and authoritative answers given, and 
upon which action of the Convention was 
based. 

I shall cause to be forwarded to you 
an authentic transcript of the stenog- 
rapher's notes of the statements, questions 
and answers, which I trust will form a 
part of the archives of your Department. 

Again expressing the hope for the suc- 
cess of the Building Trades Department 
of the American Federation of Labor, I 
am. Fraternally yours. 

(Signed) SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President, American Federation of Labor. 

Immediately following the removal oi 
the general oflSces from Dayton to Wash- 
ington, It was found to be necessary to 
hold a special meeting of the Executive 
Council, to determine such questions as 
had arisen, requiring an early decision. 
Accordingly the Executive Council held a 
special meeting at the General Offices In 
the Colorado Building. Washington. D. C, 
beginning May 20, 1908, at which all mem- 
bers were present. 

The question of the eligibility of Local 
Unions of Bricklayers and Plasterers to 
membership In Local Councils was taken 
up with President Gompers of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, who had been 
specially Invited to attend the session, and 
after his advice had been solicited and 
given, the Executive Council decided, that 
since the Building Trades Department, hi 
its formation, did not contemplate cov- 
ering Local Unions of internationals not 
In affiliation with the American Federation 
of Labor, the Executive Council had no 
right to direct Local Councils to admit. 
Local Unions of non-affiliated Internation- 
als, as per Section No. 1 of the general 
Constitution, but Local Councils of the 
Building Trades Department were given 
the right to use their own dlscr^tlQ^ Va. 
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layers and Plasterers, provided, however, 
that if accepted to membership, such Loctti 
Unions are affiliated with the Central La- 
bor Union of their resjiective cities, duiy 
and regularly chartered by the American 
Federation of Labor. 

A decision was requested as to whether 
outside electrical linemen might be con- 
sidered eligible to membership in Local 
Councils, more especially when the seat- 
ing of such delegates is protested by in- 
sidemen, and. on motion, it was agreed 
that no one is eligible as a delegate to a 
Local Council of the Building Trades De- 
partment unless he be actually engaged 
In either the erection, alteration or re- 
pair of building work, as per Section No. 
1 of the general Constitution. 

A decision was requested as to whether 
delegates to Building "l^rades Councils 
shall represent Local Unions or District 
Councils, where said District Councils 
exist. 

The opinion prevailed among the mem- 
bers of the board that wherever District 
Councils exist they shall be represented 
direct in the Local Councils of the De- 
partment, as per Section No. 38 of the 
general Constitution. 

The Steam and Hot Water Fitters' 
International Union entered complaint 
against the Philadelphia Local Council 
against excluding Local No. 49 from mem- 
bership. 

On motion the Secretary was instructed 
to notify the Local Council that the saui 
Local No. 49 must be admitted to mem- 
bership, as provided for in the general 
Constitution, and the local union advised 
as to the action of the Council. 

James O'Conneli, President of the Metal 
Trades Department, paid a visit to the 
Executive Council, while in session, ana 
explained that the Metal Trades had or- 
ganized practically on the same lines as 
the Building Trades Department, and since 
there will arise, undoubtedly, from time 
to time, diflFerences between trades affili- 
ated with both Departments, that are 
lilcely to involve the Departments, and to 
the end that a clash may be avoided and 
interests harmonized, it would be well to 
have the Councils of the two Departmen?^ 
arrange a meeting at some time in tiie 
near future, so that any such trade griev- 
ances as may arise be disposed of. 

He stated that he simply oflFered the 
matter for what it was worth, and that 
he did not have any set plan in mind 
aside from the desirability of a sulv> 
committee of both Departments sitting 
in conference wtih disputants, and that 
they act as mediators. 

He was assured the suggestion was ap- 

Breciated and that the Building Trades 
>epartment would heartily co-operate. No 
such meeting has yet occurred, but It is 
quite lilcely that the suggestion, which was 
favorably received by the Executive Coun- 
cil, will be worked out in the near future 
satisfactorily to the Metal Trades Depart- 
mMit as well as the Building Trades De- 
partment. 

On motion the General Secretary-Treas- 
urer was instructed to furnish a bond to 
//fe Department ot ^'5.000. The bonding 



of the Secretary -Treasurer has since been 
arranged in accordance with instructions 
issued by the Executive Council. 

On motion it .was further agreed that 
the funds of the Building Trades Depart- 
ment in excess of $5,000 be deposited fn 
the bank to the credit of this Department, 
to be drawn upon only by vouchers signed 
by the President and Secretary, and at 
least a majority of the Executive Council. 
and that the Council shall designate the 
bank or depository in which said funds 
shall be deposited. 

Denver, Colo., November 22, 1908. 

The Executive Council of the Building 
Trades Department held a meeting at the 
Albany Hotel. Denver, Colo., November 
22d, with President Kirby in the chair, 
at 10:00 a. m. 

The roll call showed Vice- Presidents 
Hannahan, Ryan, McSorley and Leps and 
Secretary-Treasurer Spencer present. The 
chair explained the absence of Vice- Presi- 
dent Hedrick was due to his Inability to 
be present earlier than the Monday morn- 
ing session of the Convention. 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP. 

An application was received from tMw'^ 
International Association of Machinisui 
and the following claim of jurisdiction 
submitted : 

A machinist . includes a general hand, 
erecting, floor or vise hand, as well us 
any man commonly classed as a journey- 
man machinist who can, with the aid ot 
drawings, prosecute the work of construc- 
tion and erection of special types of ma- 
chines, carrying same to a successful com- 
filetion within a reasonable time. Machin- 
st shall also include machine hands op- 
erating planers, standard, plain, and uni- 
versal milling machines, universal gear 
cutters, shapers, slotters. boring mills, 
universal tool grinders, engine lathes. 
.Tones and Lamson, Gisholt or Americaa 
Turrett lathes. Whenever such men are 
required to do a general variety of wort^ 
either for repairs or from drawings, and 
can so undertake, prosecute and complete 
such work to the finish required satis- 
factorily and within reasonable time on 
any of the said machines. Men operating 
the above machines in any standard or 
special pattern who are required to pro- 
duce duplicate and repeat pieces of jig- 
work shall not be classed as journeyman 
machinists. Dlesinkers, die or toolmakers 
shall be competent hands in their class, 
and be able to prosecute such work to a 
successful completion within a reasonable 
time. Chauffeurs with a proper knowledge 
of the machinist trade may be permitted 
to join the Association. 

In the consideration of this application 
the attention of the Executive Council 
was directed to the action of the Wash- 
ington Convention, held February last, 
wherein a credential had been presented 
by a representative of the International 
Association of Machinists, and which In 
turn was referred to the Credential Com- 
mittee of that Convention, which com- 
mittee submifW^d the following report: 

"While your committee is aware that 
the machinists do considerable work on 
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buildings, and are entitled to all the pro- 
tection that the Building Trades are cap- 
able of giving them while engaged in such 
work, we are of the opinion, nowever, th»«t 
the Machinists are a Metal Trades organ- 
ization, and that the work done by them 
on buildings does not Justify their meni- 
bership in the Building Trades Depart- 
ment of the American Federation of Labor. 
"Respectfully submitted, 

"THOMAS F. PARKINSON, 
"JAMES KIRBY, 
"GEORGE F. HEDRICK. 

"Committee." 

Consequently, in view of the action taken 
at the Washington meeting, the Executi\e 
•Council were therefore constrained to non- 
•concux in the application of the Interna- 
tional , Association of Machinists. 

BOILERMAKERS AND IRON SHIP 

BUILDERS' INTERNATIONAL 

UNION. 

An application was made by the saia 
•organization and claim of jurisdiction sub- 
mitted as follows: 

AGREEMENT ARRIVED AT IN WASH- 
INGTON BETWEEN THE B. M. AND 
S. I. W. 

As to demarkation line in their respect- 
ive work, as drawn up by the Brotherhood 
•of Boilermakers and Iron Ship Builders 
and the International Association of Bridge 
:and Structural Iron Workers at Wash- 
ington, D. C, January 28, 1904, the follow- 
ing work is considered to belong to the 
Brotherhood of Boilermakers and Iron Ship 
Builders, viz.: 

All boilers, breechings, uptakes, iron and 
steel ship building, all iron and steel 
tanks (pontoons, air, oil and watertight), 
purifying boxes, standpipes, smoke con- 
-sumers, brewery vats, water towers; all 
work in and around blast furnaces and 
rolling mills, except skips, stock houses, 
top rigging and other frame buildings. 

The following work is considered to be- 
long to the International Association of 
Bridge and Structural Iron Workers: 

The erection and construction of bridges 
and viaducts, whether of iron, steel or 
cast iron; erection and construction of 
all steel and cast iron entering Into the 
construction of buildings, viz.: Columns, 
girders, eye beams, channels, angles and 
lintels; bearing plates of steel and cast 
iron, coal bins, stairways, elevator en- 
closures and all ornamental work; the 
erection of structural towers, hoists, car 
dumpers, coal conveyors and ore un- 
loaders, the wrecking of steel buildings 
and bridges. 

This agreement to go into effect not 
later than February 15, 1904, with the ex- 
ception of localities where agreements now 
exist between both organizations. 

The following work being in dispute, 
viz.: Smokestacks, gasometers, coal nop- 
pers, ash chutes, safety deposit vaults, has 
been referred to the Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor, and 
their decision is to be final and binding 
on both parties. It is recommended by 



the commitee that, pending the decision 
of said Executive Council, the members 
of both organizations will continue to 
work harmoniously together; each striving 
to assist the other in every honorable 
way to further the interests of organized 
labor. 

For the International Association of 
Bridge and Structural Iron Workers: 
JOHN W. JlOHNSON, 
JAMES CONKLING, 
JOHN J. McNAMARA. 
MICHAEL J. REYNOLDS. 

. For the Boilermakers and Iron Ship 

Builders : 

T. H. FLYNN, 
l)ON.\LD CRAWFORD, 
DAVID A. MALLOY, 
WM. J. BOYLE. 

THE AWARD BY THE AMERICAN 
FEDERATION OF LABOR. 

Washington, D. C. July 1, 1904. 
Mr. W. J. Gilthorpe, Secretary Brother- 
hood of Boilermakers and Iron Ship 
Builders of Amerlco, Room 406 Ports- 
mouth Building, Kansas City, Kan. : 
Dear Sir and Brother — ^As you- are aware, 
a Special Committee, consisting of Vice- 
Presidents Duncan, O'Connell and Spen- 
cer, was appointed by the Executive Coun- 
cil at- its Denver meeting to investigate the 
question of jurisdiction between your or- 
ganization and the International Associa- 
tion of Bridge and Structural Iron Work- 
ers, the result of their investigations to 
be reported to the Executive Council, both 
organizations to abide by the decision 
rendered by the Executive Gouncil. 

I therefore beg to advise that the Ex- 
ecutive Council approves the recommen- 
dations of the sub-committee and makes 
the following award: 

First. Smokestacks are awarded to the 
Brotherhood of Boilermakers and Iron 
Ship Builders of America. 

Second. Gasometers, steam, air, gas or 
watertight tank work, with the frame 
work to the coping of the outer tank, is 
awarded to the Brotherhood of Boiler- 
makers and Iron Ship Builders of Amer- 
ica, and the guide frame work above the 
coping of the outer tank is awarded to 
the International Association of Bridge 
and Structural Iron Workers. 

Third. Erection of rib, girder and angle 
work In connection with coal hoppers and 
ash chutes In buildings is awarded to the 
International Association of Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers. 

Fourth. Assembling and erection of the 
frame and plates on safety deposit vaults 
is awarded to the International Associa- 
tion of Bridge and Structural Iron Work- 
ers. 

I certainly trust that both organiza- 
tions will faithfully abide by the award 
and decision rendered, and that no fur- 
ther cause for dispute as to the juris- 
diction of either organization will arhie. 
With kind regards, I am, 
Fraternally yours, 

SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President, \ia^tWww Y^^«t^\Viw q.V 'Vj»X»'5>x, 
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For the reason as described In the case 
of the International Association of Ma- 
chinists, the JSxecutive Council felt dis- 
posed to view the Boilermakers as not 
being a building trade in the sense of 
the several organizations affiliated with 
the Department are at present, therefore, 
the application was not concurred In. 

On motion, the Secretary was instructed 
to return the Boilermakers* fee of $100.00 
as paid by the organization. 

THE UPHOLSTERERS' INTERNA- 
TIONAL UNION OP NORTH 
AMERICA 

Submitted an application for membership 
with the following claim of jurisdiction: 

"Hanging of fabrics on Interior walls 
of buildings for decorative purposes, using 
no adhesive materials to attach same. 

"All our work is done with upholsterers' 
tacks. 

"Hanging curtains and draperies used 
for decorative purposes on the interior 
of buildings. 

"Laying of floor carpets and linoleums." 

On motion, the Executive Council de- 
cided that the application of the Up- 
holsterers should take the same course 
as followed in the case of the Interna- 
tional Association of Machinists an(| the 
Boilermakers* and Ship Builders* Inter- 
national Union ,and the Secretary stand 
duly instructed to return the application 
fee. 

OPERATIVE PLASTERERS* ASSOCIA- 
TION. 

An application for membership was 
made to the Building Trades Department 
from the said organization, and the fol- 
lowing claim of Jurisdiction submitted: 

"Claim of Jurisdiction of work controlled 
and done by the Operative Plasterers* In- 
ternational Association of the United 
States and Canada and members thereof 
is as follows: 

"All plastering, plain and ornamental, 
when done with stucco, cement, lime mor- 
tars or patent materials, artificial marble 
work and compo work in all its branches.*' 

On motion, the application of the 
Plasterers was accepted and instructions 
given to issue a charter to that organi- 
zation in line with the Constitution and 
Laws of the Department, with the dis- 
tinct understanding that the claim of 
Jurisdiction of the Operative Plasterers 
take the regular constitutional course. 

PROPOSED AMALGAMATION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL BUILDING TRADES 
COUNCIL WITH THE BUILDING 
TRADES DEPARTMENT, 

as herewith quoted: 

"St. Louis, Mo.. Oct. 31, 1908. 
"Mr. .Tas. Kirby, President, Building 
Trades Department of the American 
Federation of Labor. 
"My Dear Sir and Brother— Our com- 
mittee, acting on your suggestion and 
sfter thoroughly discussing the question 



at Issue relative to the amalgamation of 
the International Building Trades Coun- 
cil with the Building Trades departments 
beg leave to submit the following propo- 
sition which had been voted on at thfr 
last Convention, as the proceedii^gs cff the. 
Convention will show (of w;hlan I will 
mall you a copy under separate cover )► 
Proposition : 

"First. That the Building Trades De- 
partment llcfuldate the debt of the Inter- 
national Building Trades Council, which, 
by Dec. 15th, when the Convention of the 
International Building Trades Council will 
reconvene, will be $1,036.74, this debt be- 
ing due for salary, printing, rent, etc., 
and brought about on account of some of 
the affiliated organizations falling to pay 
their per capita tax and assessments (as 
the proceedings of the Conventloa wiir 
show), such International organizations 
now being affiliated with the Department 
of Building Trades. 

"Second. In return for the a<;ceptance 
of the above proposition by the Building 
Trades Department, the International 
Building Trades Council will surrender 
Its charter, books and all other property 
now in possession of the Secretary- 
Treasurer of the International Building 
Trades Conner, with a full account of 
all its transactions up to and until the 
time of the amalgamation. 

"Third. It is also understood that thl» 
proposition be accepted by December 15, 
1908, in order that we may be able to 
bring this matter before the Convention 
on that date, and we cordially invite the 
officers of the Building Trades Depart- 
ment to attend the Convention on De- 
cember 15. 1908, if this proposition meets 
with the approval of the Executive Board 
and your Convention. 

"Fraternally yours, 

(Signed) "CHAS. J. LAMMERT, 

"Secretary of Committee." 

The ahove quoted proposition has been 
the subject of considerable correspond- 
ence with the officers of the Department, 
and it was upon the advice of the latter 
that the proposition referred to was made. 

In considering this subject the Ex- 
ecutive Council decided that sufficient 
power was not vested in the Council to 
devote the funds of the Department as 
contributed by the affiliated Building 
Trades International Unions for the pur- 
pose as proposed by the International 
Building Trades Council, and for this 
reason the proposed plan of amalgamation 
with the International Building Trade* 
Council was -non-concurred in, and the 
Secretary wa* Instructed to so notify the 
committee having charge of the plan of 
amalgamation. 

Applications from the city of St, Louis, 
Mo., for charter In the Building Trades 
Department has been made by two ap- 
plicants, representing, as they do, the 
several building trades of the city of St. 
Louis. 

After mntnre consideration it was de-. 
elded thiit hItvcc the amplications had 
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made by dlTerfirent elements of the 
Building Trades, wnieh, in themselves, 
show a division of opinion as to the par- 
ties who should be recognized as a Council 
of the Building Trades Department, that 
the President proceed to St. Louis as soon 
as convenient and make an effort to bring 
about a complete realignment of the build- 
ing trades as recognized and accepted by 
the Building Trades Department, and 
tliat he secure, if possible, an application, 
Jointly signed by the several building 
trades a^ enumerated in the Department 
and set out upon the official application 
1>lanks. 

At 2 o'clock p. m. the Council took an 
adjournment. 

Respectfully submlttrd, 

JAMFS KIRBY, 
President, 

OEORGE F. HEDRICK. - 
First Vice-President, 

JAMES G. HANNAHAN, 
Second Vice-President, 

F. M. RYAN, 

Third Vice-President. 

W. J. McSORLEY, 

Fourth Vice-President, 

CHARLES H. LEPS. 

Fifth Vice-President. 

WILLIAM J. SPENCER, 
Secretary -Treasurer, 

Executive Council.- 

Delegate McCarthy — I note that in the 
report of the Executive Council the ques- 
tion of the Operative Plasterers has been 
dealt with. The Council recommends that 
the organization be made a part of the 
Building Trades Department of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor. This is the first 
time the Plasterers have entered the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor. I think this is 
one of the best moves ever made up to 
this time, for the Plasterers are closely 
allied with the Bricklayers. I therefore 
move that that part of the report dealing 
with the Operative IMasterers be acted 
upon before referring the report to a com- 
mittee, and that the Plasterers' delegates 
be seated with voice and vote. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Ryan— I rise to a point . of 
order. This report must first be referred 
to a committee and then discussed when 
the committee reports. 

President Kirby — The chair rules that 
if tlie Convention desires to take action 
on any part of the report of the Council 
now, or at any other time, it has a right 
to do so. 

Delegate Keough opposed the motion 
offered by Delegate McCarthy. He urged 
that the laws of the American Federal lou 



of Labor l>e carried out in the admission 
of the Plasterers, and asked that they 
more clearly define the Jurisdiction they 
claimed. He stated that the Executive 
Council of the American Federation bad 
given them a conditional charter. 

Delegate Duncan stated that there weie 
no conditions attached to the charter 
granted the Plasterers by the American 
Federation of Labor, that it was a fuii 
charter, but that the interested parties 
had been invited to appear before the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the American Federation 
of Labor to determine the exact dividing 
lines in the jurisdiction. 

Delegate Leps stated that he had no 
objection to the admission of the Plas- 
terers. He stated . that all he asked was 
that the jurisdiction question be taken up 
by the Executive Council and settled ac- 
cording to the laws of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. 

Delegate McCarthy spoke in support 
of his motion, and stated that the par- 
ticular jurisdiction dispute in question, 
and all other disputes between the crafts 
in interest, could be settled better if all 
the organizations were in the Building 
Trades Department. 

Delegate Duffy spoke in favor of the 
motion offered by Delegate McCarthy, and 
urged that the Plasterers' delegates be 
admitted with voice and vote. He stated 
that he had acted on a Special Committee 
appointed in the Convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor tb consider the 
admission of the Plasterers, and that that 
committee had decided the Plasterers were 
asking for no work that did not belong 
to them. He stated that he considered 
they would be justified in asking even 
more than they claimed. 

Delegate Bahlhorn discussed the ques- 
tion at some length, and favored the 
gi-anting of a charter to the Plasterers, 
but denied their right to a seat and a 
voice in the Convention until they had 
been affiliated for three months. 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegates McCarthy, Duncan, Bahlhorn 
and Keough. 

President Kirby — The chair will rule 
that this Convention has authority to 
seat the delegates of the Plasterers. 

Delegate McKee asked that the matter 
be referred to a committee, as there were 
some questions of jurisdiction unsettled. 
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contemplated by the motion would be in 
Tiolation of the law of the organisation. 

Delegate McSorley spoke in faTor of 
seating the repre/sentatives of the Plas- 
terers with voice and vote. He stated 
that the fact that they had an unsettled 
Jurisdiction dispute should not Iceep them 
out, as most of the organizations in the 
Department had such disputes, and they 
could be settled in the Department. 

The motion offered by Delegate Mc- 
Carthy was declared carried on a viva 
voce vote. A division was called for, and 
the motion was declared carried by a vote 
of 27 to 6. 

President KIrby — The motion prevails 
and the credentials of the representatives 
of the Plasterers will go to the Committee 
on Credentials. 

Delegate Keough — I shall take an ap- 
peal from the action of this Department 
to the American Federation of Labor. 

Delegate McCarthy — I move that the 
Plasterers* delegates appear before the 
Committee on Credentials and give all the 
necessary data, so the committee will be 
able to report to this Convention. (Sec- 
onded and carried.) 

Delegate Evans, for the Committee on 
Credentials, read the following supple- 
mentary report: 

Pittsburg, Pa., Nov. 6, 1008. 
Wm. J. Spencer, Secretary Building Trades 
Department, Denver, Colo. 
.Dear Sir and Brother— This Is to certify 
that the following brothers, John Donlin. 
President; John G. Twyford, Second Vice- 
President; Peter J. Cook, Member of Ex- 
ecutive Board, and James O'Connor, have 
been appointed to represent the Operative 
Plasterers' International Association of 
the United States and Canada, at the Con- 
vention of the Building Trades Depart- 
ment of the American Federation of Labor, 
In Denver, Colo. 

Any courtesies which yon may extend 
to them will be appreciated by our or- 
ganization and 

Yours fraternally, 

JOSEPH McILVEEN, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 

We, the Credential Committee, approve 
the above-named delegates and recommend 
their being seated in this Convention. 
JO EVANS, 
J. G. HANNAHAN, 
E. J. HENDERSON. 



Delegate Taggart — I move the adoptioo 
of the report of the committee. 

The motion was seconded by Delegate 
Clifford, and carried. 

The committee recommended the seat- 
ing of J. 8. Breen and Herman LiUen to 
represent the Hod Carriers and Building 
Laborers. 

A motion was made by. Delegate O'Sul- 
llvan that the report of the committee be 
adopted. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Evans, for the committee, made 
an extended statement of their reasons for 
bringing In the report. 

The question was discussed at length 
by Delegate D'Alessandro, Delegate Stem- 
burgh, Delegate Lillen, Delegate Breen 
and Delegate Comerford. 

Delegate Comerford moved that a Special 
Committee of live be appointed to meet 
with the contending parties and endeavdr 
to bring about an adjustment. (Sec- 
onded.) 

President KIrby— Have you any objec- 
tion to Its being referred to the Commit- 
tee on Adjustment? 

Delegate Comerford — I cannot speak for 
the other members, but as one member 
of that committee I have no objection. 

Delegate Lilien stated that for the bene- 
fit of the International organization he 
would withdraw his protest. He stated 
that he withdrew It in the interest of 
harmony. 

The question was discussed briefly by 
Delegate Skemp. 

The motion to refer was carried, and 
President KIrby announced that the en- 
tire matter would be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Adjustment. 

The Chairman of the Local Committee 
on Arrangements announced that a theatre 
party had been arranged for the delegates 
for Tuesday evening, and that a Dutch 
luncheon had been arranged for Wednes- 
day evening. 

At 5:30 the Convention was adjourned 
to reconvene at 9 a. m., Tuesday, Novem- 
ber 24th. 



HRST ANNUAL CONVENTION 

OF THE 

Building Trades Department 

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 
1908 



REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 



SECOND DAY— Tuesday Morning S^sion 



The Convention was called to order at 
a. m., Tuesday, November 24tb, Presi- 
dent Kirby in the chair. i. 

Secretary Spencer read the fbliowing 
telegrams : 

"San Francisco, Calif., Nov. 23, 1908. 
••William J. Spencer, Secretary Building 

Trades Department. 

"American Brotherhood of Cement Work- 
ers extends greetings to the assembled 
officers and delegates of the Second An- 
nual Convention and wishes them contin- 
ued success and the perpetuation of the 
Building Trades Department. 

(Signed) "HENRY ULLNER." 

"San Francisco. Calif., Nov. 23, 1908. 
"P. II. McCarthy, Albany Hotel. Denver. 

"Convey to the great International 
Building Trades Department genuine greet- 
ings and cordial congratulations upon its 
success from the State Building Trades 
Council of California, with hearty assur- 
ances that the Pacific Coast will be in the 
vanguard .fighting for new territory to 
conquer when the International Building 
Trades reach the million mgu^'at the next 
Convention, which we hope^and pray will 
convene In the Golden Gate City. 

(Signed) "O. A. TVEITMOB, 
"General Secretary States Building Trades 

Council of California." 

A communication from Mr. John E. 
Thompson, representative of the city of 
Toronto, was - read, Jn which an invita- 



tion from the Mayor of Toronto was con- 
veyed to the Convention to meet in that 
city in 1909. 

•The telegrams and communication were 
ordered made part of the minutes of th^ 
Convention. 

Delegate Duffy moved that when dele- 
gates introduced resolutions they state^ 
the substance of the resolutions, and that, 
they be referred to the proper committees 
by the President without being read la 
the Convention. 

The motion was seconded and curried. 

Delegate Duffy — I move you that t he- 
claim of Jurisdiction of each organization 
here affiliated be printed In the minutes.. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate Duncan stated that the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor had issued a- 
book containing, not the claims of Juris- 
diction of the different organizations, but 
t^ Jurisdiction as defined by the American 
Federation, of Labor. 

Secretary Spencer — ^The Building Trades 
Department has also compiled and pub- 
lished* the claims of Jurisdiction of all the 
International organizations affiliated witb 
it, and it can be had upon application. 

I>e\t««Lte WMtl-s— >\^ \svc»Wwv \% >Cv«kX ^^"^ 
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>claim of jurisdiction of eacli organization 
represented here be published In the min- 
utes. That does not define the claims, 
and it does not say that they are the 
-claims as defined by the Department. If 
they are published, and w^ find there is 
conflict betjveen the claims, we may be 
able to settle them among ourselves. 

The motion offered by Delegate Duffy 
was carried. ' 

jrURISDICTION CLAIMS OF TUE IN- 
TERNATIONAL UNIONS AFFILIATED 
WITH THE BUILDING TRADES DE- 
PARTMENT AMERICAN F E D E R A- 
TION OF LABOR. 



INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 

BRIDGE AND STRUCTURAL 

IRON WORKERS. 

The fabrication and erection of bridge, 
structural and ornamental steel and iron 
in bridges, Tiaducts, buildings, etc.,* as 
set forth in Sections 4, 5, 6 and 7 of our 
Constitution, which is as follows : 

The erection and construction of all 
steel and cast iron structures, ornamental 
-or otherwise, viz., bridges and viaducts, 
steel stacks, steel coal bunkers, ash, coal 
and ore conveyors, car dumpers, jail and 
cell work, steel grain elevators and tanks, 
steel standpipes, steel water tanks, iron 
-and steel bulkheads, steel towers, blast 
furnaces, including skip hoists and top 
rigging, ash pans and ash hoppers. All 
structural work pertaining to buildings, 
-or in support of boilers, frames, and all 
steel or cast iron work pertaining to build* 
ings, or in support of boilers, including 
foundation beams, columns, beams or gird- 
-ers, and structural woi^k for safe deposit 
vaults, mulllons, steel or cast iron; also 
the wrecking of bridges, viaducts and steel 
buildings; also any work required to 
change or alter in field material shipped 
from the shops, such as framing, cutting, 
bending and drilling; ornamental front 
work (solid or shell), corrugated sheet 
work when attached to steel frames, plates, 
anchors, caps, corbells, ligbt lintels, etc. 

The erection and removal of all neces- 
sary false work, derricks, travelers, and 
scaffolding; all pile driving and wharf 
building, and the handling and operating 
ot derricks in connection with same, 
where no bona fide union of pile drivers 
-or derrick men exists. 

Iron, steel an.^ reinforced concrete are 
included in the above claim, but under 
•no circumstances are any of the above 
three items to be conceded to a pile 
-drivers' or derrick men's union by this 
Association. The moving and placing of 
heavy machinery in bridges and build- 
ings, elevator cars, elevator pans, all grat- 
ing, bucks for hallways, iron partitions, 
-ceilings, hangers, clips and all bracket 
work; all iron work appertaining to con- 
'<»rete work; all steel comerbeads; all iron 
fiooring, rolling shutters and curtains, iron 
frames, Caloraean and iron doors, shutters. 
-trasf tJlfDg; French frames, plates, overhead 



travelers, all wire work, railings, window 
guards, and all fencing. 

The erection and construction of all or- 
namental and structural iron, brass and 
bronze, all grill work, sidewalk and vault 
lights, skylights, roofs and towers; all ele- 
vator arid dumb-waiter enclosures; all iron 
fronts,- metal furniture, mail chutes; all 
cast or wrought iron ventilators, iron 
stairways, fire escapes, iron or steel signs, 
and all blacksmith work on buildings. 

AMALGAMATED SOCIETY OF CARPEN- 
TERS AND JOINERS. 

The claim of jurisdiction by the Inter- 
national Organization of Amalgamated So- 
ciety of Carpenters and Joiners, to-wit: 

We hereby claim the making and erect- 
ing of all wood work which enters into 
construction of a building, also all tem- 
porary wood work during the construc- 
tion, alteration or repairing, and all fur- 
ring for side walls and ceilings. 

The making and erecting of all centers 
for stone, brick, terra cotta, cinder, con- 
crete or any other form of fireproof arches. 

The making and erecting of all forms 
of re-enforced concrete work. 

And the making and erecting of all 
kalamien work. Also all wood work on 
bridges and scaffolding constructed of 
sawed material. 

UNITED BROTHERHOOD OF CARPEN- 
TERS AND JOINERB^ OF AMERICA. 

The jurisdiction of the United Brother- 
hood extends over all journeymen car* 
Enters, or Joiners, stair builders, ship 
iners, millwrights, planing mill bench 
nds, cabinetmakers, car builders, or 
operators of wood-working machinery. 

Our jurisdiction extends over all men 
engaged in the occupations enumerated 
above, whether on the buildirig in its 
erection or repairs, or employed in the 
preparation or pianufacture of material 
for same. 

Our jurisdiction extends over men en- 
gaged in putting up all kinds of wood 
moulding, putting up "runs," strips for 
plumbers, the valves passing through 
floors, joists or partitions, where coming 
in contact with wood; also the setting of 
all wood work in toilet rooms. 

Fastening on all wood cleats to iron 
work; cutting up and hanging all rough 
lumber between* iron girders and joists 
for fireproof or concrete centers, and all 
forms used In concrete work. The set- 
tlufiT of all floor strips and cement floors. 

The setting of all sash, doors, windows 
and other frames. The building ond set- 
ting of all centers made of wood. Put- 
t^Ag on of plaster boards ond putting on 
all plaster grounds, and alsp the erection 
of all furring for cornices, where wood 

The building of all scaffolding where 
nny carpenters' tools are used; the build- 
ing and construction of all derricks; mak- 
ing of mortar boards, boxes and trestles; 
putting in "needles," uprights* and all 
shoring of buildings, raising and moving 
buildings, etc. 

The nailing and cutting of all wooden 
stops in doors and windows, the fram- 
ing of all false work, derricks, etc., when 
applying to structural iron work. 
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The handling of all material used by 
carpenters and -^ners In and around 
buildings, including all Joists, frames, and 
all lumber and material used by the car- 
penter and contractor. 

AMERICAN BROTHERHOOD OP CE- 
MENT WORKERS. 

The American Brotherhood of Cement 
Workers claims for its members all arti^ 
flcial stone, concrete, bed for all street 
paying, coping and steps, concrete wall 
or foundation work, concrete floors and 
sidewalks, the annlying of cement mortar 
on walls of any character, or its use in 
any form for renovating or imitating 
stone, or for waterproofing, the. running 
for cement base, mouldtug or caps of any 
form, cement mould work, the manufac- 
ture of cement paving tiie and block and 
the laying and setting of the same, curbs 
and gutters, fireproof floors, sidewalk 
lights set in cement, and all concrete con- 
struction; all composition or plaster work 
of any character, and the preparation of 
all material used in Its manufacture. 

INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF 
ELECTRICAL WORKERS. 

Outside Electrical Workers. 

Outside electrical workers shall include 
linemen, trimmers, underground cnbJe men. 
cable splicers, trouble men working for 
distributing companies, telep.hone- switch- 
board .umh. attendantSv repair and station 
construction men in central lighting and 
power stations. They shall have Jurisdic- 
tion over the following work: 

Aerial wires and cables on poles and from 
poles to building, or over or outside of 
building when any fixture attached to 
building is used in place of poles; install- 
ing transformers and connecting secondary 
wires to the house wires, all cables and 
wires in underground conduits, or ducts 
up to and Including all terminal boxes and 
switchboards, or other appliances which 
are to remain the property of any com- 
pany distributing electric energy for pub- 
lic consumption; hanging streamers across 
streets between buildings or between 
buildings and arches in street where mes- 
sengers or guy wires are required for 
support, and use of hand lines is neces- 
sary; series arc wiring when fed and con- 
trolled from the street, and when same re- 
mains the property of distributing com- 
pany; fire alarm, burglar alarm, district 
and police work, trimming and repairing 
arc lamps, cable splieiug, construction, 
repairing, maintaining and operating dy- 
B^^bs, motors, switchboards and all other 
a'-l^Uances in central light and power sta- 
tions when done by distributing company. 
Painting poles, all cutting or channeling 
made necessary by the Introduction of elec- 
trical devices herein specified. 

Inside Electrical Workers. 

Inside electrical workers shall include 
wlremen, armature winders, crancmen. 
switchboard, rheostat and transformer 
makers and assemblers, and fixture hang- 
ers. They shall have Jurisdiction over the 
following work: 

Wiring in nnd wlrJiifr and installing con- 



duit in buildings, subways, ships, bridges 
and arches, manufacturing, ^installing, re- 
pairing and maintaining isolated and 
block plants, except line work. Manufac- 
turing, installing and repairing of all elec- 
trical machines and devices, except in cen- 
tral light and power stations, when work 
is done by distributing company. Electric 
bell, flash light annunciator and thermo- 
stat systems. Automatic controlling de- 
vices, making all electrical decoration^ 
and signs and connecting same to the serv- 
ice wires. Erecting and operating all elec- 
tric motors used for hoisting or carrying 
material of any kind. Installing private- 
fire, burglar alarm and telephone systems^ 
except line work. Wiring, assembling, 
hanging and connecting all electric and 
combination fixtures. All cutting or chan- 
neling made necessary by the introduction- 
of electrical devices herein specified. 

INTERNATIONAL UNION OF ELEVA- 
TOR CONSTRUCTORS. 

The assembling of all elevator machin- 
ery, to-wit: Hydraulic, steam, electric, 
belt and compressed air; the assenibling- 
of all cars complete; putting np all guides, 
either of wood or iron; the setting of all 
tanks, whether pressure, open or pit 
tanks; the setting of all pumps (where 
pumps arrive on job in parts they are to- 
be assembled by members of this union). 
All electric work connected with car ma- 
chinery and hoisting. Including bells, an- 
nunciators and lights; all overhead workr 
either of wood or Iron, and supports for 
the same when required; the setting of 
all temnlets, all Indicators, all founda- 
tions, either of wood or iron, that would 
take the place of masonry; the assembling 
of all hydraulic parts In connection with 
elevators, all locking devices In connection 
with elevators; the boring, drilling and 
sinking of all plunger elevators, all link 
belt carriers; the operating of all tem- 
porary cars, and all work in general per- 
taining to the erection and equipment of 
an elevator complete. 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OP 
GRANITE CUTTERS OF AMERICA. 

All men who have served a regular ap- 
prenticeship at granite or hard stone dress- 
ing, polishing, sawing, cutting and carv- 
ing, or are otherwise qualified to be con- 
sidered Journeymen, Including all oper- 
ators on granite dressing, polishing. Cut- 
ting and carving machines and pneumatie 
tools, are eligible to membership. Men 
who cut stone with mallets and tooth 
chisels cannot become members unless they 
are also practical workmen on granite or 
hard stone cutting. Tool sharpeners who- 
sharpen granite cutters* tools are also 
eligible. 

The Granite Cutters' International As- 
sociation of America claims the right of 
.lurlsdlctlon over cutting, carving anff 
dressing all granite and hard stone on 
which granite cutters* tools are used. This 
Includes from the roughest of street work 
and rock-faced ashlar to the finest of 
moulded work, carving, statuary, machine 
cutting, turning, rubbing, polishing or 
dressing of nny kind on granite and other 
hard stone, ou ^Vv\ft\\ vtwoA\S'-^^Vv\w'?» \»'55s»t 
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sharpening or dressing said tools, either 
by hand or machine. Said Association, its 
branches and districts, as they apply, 
•<:Iaims and exercises the right, in accord- 
ance with its Constitution, of deciding who 
is entitled to membership therein. No 
other trade, craft or calling has any right 
or Jurisdiction over cutting, carving, turn- 
ing, rubbing, polishing or dressing gran- 
ite and hard stone of any kind on which 
granitercutting tools, including machines, 
are used, nor of any person connected 
therewith, excepting as a member of and 
according to the laws governing the Gran- 
ite Cutters* International Association of 
America. 

INTERNATIONAL UNION OP STEAM 
ENGINEERS. 

All those engaged in the operation of 
stationary, marine, portable and hoisting 
and electrical engines and boilers, gas en- 
gines, or any machine that may displace 
the steam engine. 

Hoisting and Portable. 

All hoisting and portable engines on 
building and construction work, where 

•operated by steam, electricity, gasoline, 
hydraulic or compressed air, including 
pumps, siphons, pulsometers, concrete mix- 
ers, air compressors and elevators, where 
used for hoistings bn^t^ng material, street 
rollers, steam shovels, dinky locomotives, 

•cableway, clam shells and pile drivers. 

INTERNATIONAL UNION OF HOD CAR- 
RIERS AND BUILDING LABOR- 
ERS OF AMERICA. 

Wrecking of buildings, excavating of 
buildings, digging of trenches, piers and 
foundations, holes, digging, lagging, sheet- 
ing of said foundations, holes and caisson 
work, concrete for buildings, whether 
foundations, floors or any other, whether 
-done by hand or any other process, tend- 
ing to masons; mixing and handling all 
material used by masons (except stone 
setters), building of scaffolding for ma- 
sons' plasters, building of centers for fire 
proofing purposes, tending to carpenters, 
tending to and mixing of all material for 
plastering, whether done by hand or any 
-other process; clearing of debris from 
'buildings, shoring, underpinning and rais- 
ing of old buildings, drying of plastering, 
when done by salamander heat, handling 
•of dimension stones. 

INTERNATIONAL UNION OF WOOD, 
WIRE AND METAL LATHERS. 

"Erecting and Installing of all light iron 
construction, furring, making and erecting 
of brackets, clips and hangers; wood, wire 
and metal lath, plaster board, or other 
material which takes the place of same, to 
which plastic material is adhered; corner 
lieads, all floor construction, arches erected 
for the purpose of holding plaster, cement, 
■concrete, or any other plastic material." 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
MARBLE WORKERS. 

Carving, cutting, polishing, rubbing and 
«awing of marble, caen and similar light 
stone, used for interior finish or decora- 



tion, and the setting of same in the build- 



Set 



etting of slate, glass or composition, 
used in place of marble, excepting encaus- 
tic tile. 

Our helpers do all utility work, such 
as loading and unloading stock in shop 
and building, build scaffolding and rig- 
ging for heavy work, and assist in other 
work as required by cutter and setter. 

AMALGAMATED SHEET METAL WORK- 
ERS' INTERNATIONAL ALLIANCE. 

"A sheet metal worker, in the sense 
used and considered by this Interna- 
tional Alliance, shall be one who can 
command the minimum rate of wages at 
any of the various branches, which shall 
consist of tin and sheet metal workers, 
metal roofers, cornice and skylight work- 
ers, metal furniture, hollow metal door 
and trim workers, furnace and range 
workers, the making, setting and finishing 
of metal sash and frames, jobbers, assort- 
ment workers and coppersmiths, and those 
who put on iron ceilings and sidings (both 
interior and exterior), and all sheet metal 
work made of No. 10 gauge and lighter." 

BROTHERHOOD OF PAINTERS. DECO- 
RATORS AND PAPERHANGERS 
OF AMERICA. 

The Brotherhood of Painters. Decora- 
tors and Paperhangers of America, char- 
tered by the American Federation of La- 
bor, is recognized by it and by its afllli- 
ated organizations as having jnrisdiction 
over all men engaged in the painting, 
paperhanging and decorating industry, 
and in all kindred occupations which have 
l>een and are performed by the men em- 
ployed in that Industry. This work in 
which its members are employed consists 
of the applying of oil or other paints, 
water colors, plastic composition, varnish, 
stains, and all other materials applied 
with a brush, by dipping or other process, 
io plaster, wood, metal or other materials 
for their preservation or decoration, in- 
cluding all house, sign, pictorial, car, car- 
riage, machinery, ship and railroad equip- 
ment, painting or decorating, the finish- 
ing of all woods used in buildings, or for 
furniture or oflBce fixtures, the hanging of 
all paper or other fabrics used for the 
covering of walls, the preparation of walls 
for receiving the same, the placing in po- 
sition of finished wall mouldings, the imi- 
tation of woods (graining), marbles or 
other materials, the -enameling and gilding 
of furniture, mural decorations and struct- 
ural wood work, the setting of all glass 
with the exception of art leaded glass. 
(Subject to revision.) 

UNITED ASSOCIATION OF JOURNEY- 
MEN PLUMBERS, GAS FITTERS. 
STEAM FITTERS AND 
HELPERS. 

All piping for water, waste, supply, 
leader, soil, sewerage, fire and vent lines. 

All piping for water filters, waters me- 
ters, and setting of same. 

All piping for hot and cold water used 
for domestic and culinary purposes. 

All piping for sprinkler work of every 
description. 
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All piping tor pneumatic yacuum clean- 
ing syerCems of every description. 

All piping for oil and gasoline tanks, 
automobiles, garages, etc. 

All piping for drinking water fountains. 

All piping for sterilizing systems of 
every description. 

All piping for pneumatic tube work. 

Air piping for railing work of every 
description. 

All piping of block tin coils and all 
air pumping for same in connection with 
bar work. 

All piping for bouse pumps and ejectors 
in connection with sewerage systems. 

All piping for natural and artificial gas 
for any purpose. 

All piping for pumps of every -. descrii,- 
tion. 

All piping for engine and boiler con- 
nections of every description. 

All piping used for power or beating 
purposes, eltber by water, air, steam or 
any other method. 

All piping for refrigerating ice machines, 
whether brine or- ammonia. 

All piping for hydraulic, vacuum, pneu- 
matic air piping of every description. 

All pipe fiitting in connection with loco- 
motives and railway cars. All marine 
piping. 

All sheet lead lining for any purpose. 

All assembling, hanging and conecting 
of all fixtures used for illuminating pur- 
poses. 

All piping for connecting stoves, fire 
grates, furnaces, dryers, heatets and boil- 
ers of every description. 

All iron piping for speaking tubes. 

The assembling and placing in position 
of all fixtures used in connection with 
plumbing, gas fitting, steam fitting, power 
pipe fitting and sprinkler fitting. 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
STEAM AND HOT WATER FIT- 
TERS AND HELPERS OF 
AMERICA. 

All engine and boiler connections of 
every description. 

All piping used for power or heating 
purposes, either by water, air, steam, or 
any other method. 

All piping used for refrigerating, lee m^• 
chines or Tce-makfng purposes, by brim, 
ammonia or any other method. 

All piping used for fire extinguishing 
purposes by either water, steam or any 
other method. 

All piping used for hydraulic, vacuum, 
pneumatic, and air piping of every de- 
scription. 

All piping on pumps and all other 
power generators. 

All piping used for mechanical and 
manufacturing purposes. 

JOURNEYMEN STONECUTTERS' ASSO- 
CIATION OF NORTH AMERICA. 

The members of this Association shall 
consist of Journeymen stonecutters, stone 
carvers, stone setters and machine men. 



This Association claims the setting oi 
all cut stone and artificial stone. 

All stone work on which a mallet, nmsii 
hammer and chisel are used, shoddy work, 
and pitchfaced ashlar and artificial stone 
included, shall be considered as practical 
stonecutting, and must be performed ac- 
cording to the rules and regulations oi 
the branch under which it is done, pro- 
vided it does not conflict with the Consti- 
tution and By-Laws of the general union* 

CERAMIC, MOSAIC AND ENCAUSTIC 

TILE LAYERS AND HELPERS' 

INTERNATIONAL UNION. 

The Ceramic, Mosaic and Encaustic Tile 
Layers and Helpers' International Unloa 
claims the preparation of spaces on walls, 
floors and ceilings where tiles are to be 
set or laid. 

Also the setting of all ceramic, ' mosaic 
and encaustic tiling, and all rubber, glass,, 
cement, marbleithic, tessalated, tiffany, 
quarry, faience, terre vitrae, grueby and 
enameled tiles, or any kindred composition 
that may be added to or substituted for 
the above at any time. 

Also the repairing and setting of alt 
fireplaces and mantels. 

DEFINITION. 

Tiles that are used for sanitary or deco* 
rative purposes for covering spaces oi» 
walls, floors, ceilings, mantel facings, ot* 
other spaces interior or exterior, depend- 
ing on their adhesion through the agency^ 
of cement or its basic requirements to an- 
other body, and do not enter into the 
actual construction of the building. 

INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF 
COMPOSITION ROOFERS. 

Plastic slate, slag, gravel and all kind» 
of asphalt and composition roofing, damp 
and waterproofing, including rock asphalt, 
mastic when used for damp or water- 
proofing all paper roofing and all com- 
pressed paper, all chemilcally prepared 
papers, when used for roofing and damp^ 

{)roofing purposes, with or without coat- 
ng, in or outside of buildings, including' 
all damp courses or sheating, or coating, 
on all foundation work, also all tar con- 
crete fioors. 

OPERATIVE PLASTERERS' INTERNA- 
TIONAL ASSOCIATION. 

"All plastering, plain and ornamental,, 
when done with stucco, cement, lime mor- 
tars or patent materials, artificial marble 
work ana compo work In all its branches.**" 

Delegate Duffy — The Convention of the- 
American Federation, Just adjourned, re- 
ferred a number of matters to this De- 
partment. I would like to have the Sec- 
retary authorized to get those matters 
from the Secretary of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor and have them printeclt 
in the minutes. 

Secretary Spencer announced that a» 
soon as the matters referred were re- 
ceived from \.\!kfe ^rfW5.T«i\»Ctl ^\ NJafe WSSM«.* 
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ican Federation of Labor they would l»e 
referr^ by the President to the different 
committlfes and printed In the minutes. 

Delegate Leps. for the Committee on 
Rules and Order of Business, read the 
following : 

REPORT OP Tift! COMMITTEE ON 

RULES AND t>ftD£R OF 

BUSINESS. 

To the OfDeers and Delegates of the First 
Annual Convention of the Building 
Trades Department, held, at Denver, 
Colo. 

RULES. 

We recommend the adoption of the fol- 
lowing rules for the government of the 
Convention : 

Rule 1. — The Convention shall be called 
to order at 9 a. m. and remain in ses- 
sion until 12 o'clock noon, reassemble at 
2 p. m. and continue in session until 5:30 
p. m., except, qq Saturdays, which shall 
be a half holiday. 

Rule 2. — If a delegate, while speaking, be 
<'alled to order, he shall, at the request of 
the chair, take his seat uutil the question 
of order is decided. 

Rule 3. — Should two or more delegates 
rise to speak at the same time, the chair 
shall decide who is entitled to the floor. 

Rule 4. — No delegate shall interrupt an- 
other in his remarks, except it be to call 
him to a point of order. 

Rule 5. — A delegate shall not speak more 
than once on the same subject until all 
who wish to speak shall have had an 
opportunity to do so. 

Rule 6. — ^A delegate shall not speak more 
than twice upon a question without per- 
mission from the Convention. 

Rule 7. — Speeches shall be limited to ten 
minutes, but the time of speaking may be 
extended by majority vote of the Con- 
vention. 

Rule 8. — ^A motion shall not be open for 
discussion until it has been seconded and 
Htated from the chair. 

Rule 9. — At the request of five (5) mem- 
bers the mover of a motion shall be re- 
quired to reduce it to writing. 

Rule. 10. — When a question is pending be- 
fore the Convention, no motion shall be In 
order except to adjourn, to refer, for the 
previous question, to postpone indefinitely, 
to postpone for a certain time, to divide 
or amend, which motions shall have pre- 
cedence in the order named. 

Rule 11. — Motion to lay on the table 
shall not be debatable. 

Rule 12. — A motion to reconsider shaii 
not be entertained unless made by a dele- 
gate who voted in the majority, and shall 
receive a majority vote. 

Rule 13. — That any member failing to 
answer roll call shall be marked absenr, 
but by unavoidable absence he may so 
report to the Secretary and be marken 
present. 

Rule 14.— It shall require at least twenty 
members to move the previous question. 

Rule 15. — All resolutions shall bear the 
signature of the introducer and the titio 



of his union, and shall be presented In 
duplicate. 

Rule 16. — No motion or resolution shall 
be voted upon until the mover or intro- 
ducer has had a chance to speak. If he m 
desires. 

Rule 17. — The Convention shall sit In 
executive session only. 

Rule 18.— No resolution shall be received 
after 5:30 Wednesday, November 25th, 
without the unanimous consent of the 
Convention. 

Rule 19.— Roberts* Rules of Order shaii 
be the guide on all matters not herein 

provided for. ^ 

CHARLES H. LEPS. 
W. J. COSTELLO, 
EDWARD BARRY, 
JOHN TAGGART. 

Committee. 

Delegate Taggart— -I move the adoption 

of the report of the committee. (Sec- 
onded.) 

Delegate McCarthy moved as an amend- 
ment to the report of the committee that 
the hour for adjournment of the after- 
noon session be changed from 5:30 to 5 
o'clock. (Seconded.) 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Taggart and Featherston. 

The amendment offered by Delegate 
McCarthy was adopfed. 

Delegate Leps — I call your . attention h^ 
the rule which provides that the Conven- 
tion shall sit In executive session only. 

Delegate McCarthy— Does that provide 
that men carrying cards in organlwitloiis 
affiliated with the Building Trades De- 
partment will have to leave the hall 
while we are in session? 

President Kir by — The man who carries 
such a card Is entitled to a seat here so 
long as he conducts himself in a prope* 
manner. 

Delegate Costello, Delegate Leps ana 
Delegate Taggart stated that the Inten- 
tion of the committee was that no oiie 
but delegates be allowed in the Conven- 
tion during the sessions, except officers 
of the American Federation of Labor. 

Delegate Crampton and Delegate O'Sul- 
livan spoke in favor of admitting mem- 
bers of organizations affiliated with the 
Department. 

Delegate Taggart moved as an amend- 
ment that Rule 17 be stricken from the 
report of the committee. 

Delegate O'Sulllvan suggested that the 
amendment provide for the striking out 
of Rule 17 and the insertion of Section 
30 of the Constitution, which provides 
that the Convention shall have power tu 
order an executive session at any time. 

The question was further discussed oy 
Delegates Skemp and Duncan. 
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Delegate Duncan — I tuove as an amende 
ment to the report of the committee that 
the word "only" be stricken out of Ruh? 
17, and that it provide that members of 
affiliated unions be permitted . to occupy 
seats in the rear of the hall when not 
needed by the delegates. (Seconded and 
carried.) 

Delegate Breidenbach moved tjhat the 
rules be further amended to provide for 
reconvening at 1:30 instead of 2 p. m. 

The motion was seconded and carrieu 
by a vote of 21 to 19. 

Delegate Taggart moved as a further 
amendment to the report of the commit.' 
tee tliat the hour for convening the morii- 
ing session be changed from 9 o'clock to 
8:30. (Seconded.) 

Delegate McCarthy moved as an amend- 
ment to the amendment that the hour for 
convening the morning session be changed 
to 8 o'clock. (Seconded.) 

Both amendments were voted on anu 
lost. 

' The Report of the Committee on Rules 
and Order of Business was then adopted 
as amended. 

President Kirby called for reports from 
committees. The chairmen of committees 
reported progress, and stated that no re- 
ports were ready to be presented to tiie 
Convention. 

The following resolutions were intro- 
duced and referred by the President to 
the various committees: 

Resolution No. 1 — By Denver Carpenters' 
District Council: 

To th6 Officers and Delegates of the 
Building Trades Department of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

We, the Carpenters' District Council, tn 
regular session, appeal from the decision 
of the Building Trades Council in the 
case of the Denver Building Trades Coul- 
cll vs. The Carpenters' District Counctr, 
when the said Building Trades Council 
tried and fined the Carpenters' District 
Council for some violation said to have 
been committed by one J. Troost of the 
Carpenters' Union No. 65. 

We base our appeal on Article IV., Sec- 
tions 1, 2, 3 and 4, of Trade Rules, Consti- 
tution and By-Laws of the Denver Build- 
ing Trades Council, pages 13-14, respect- 
ively. The Carpenters' District Council, 
defendants, were never notified that said 
J. Troost. a member of their organization, 
had violated any laws of the said Building 
Trades Council; but the Executive Board 
was notified that the Trial Committee of 
The Building Trades Council would be in 
session, and for them to appear, which 
they did, but when defense was offered, 
were notified that the Building Trades 
Council was trying the case and they had 
nothing to say. 



We further appeal on the grounds that 
it was unconstitutional and illegal, and 
that the Constitution and By-Laws of the 
Denver Building Trades Council do not 
conform with the Constitution and By- 
Laws of the Building Trades Department 
of the American Federation of Labor, and" 
further, that they directly conflict witn 
the Constitution and By-Laws of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters ana 
Joiners of America, which grants o^r local 
or District Council the right to try, finu/ 
suspend or expel our own members, sucll< 
as the Trial Committee or District Council 
may decide. 

We further appeal from Article IV., 
Sections 1, 2. 3 and 4, of the Constitution 
and By-Laws of the Denver Building^. 
Ti'ades Council being a part of the Con- 
stitutlon and By-Laws of the Denver 
Building Trades Council, as It may in the- 
future cause dissension In the organiza- 
tions above named. We further ask that 
said part. Article IV., Sections 1, 2, 3 ana 
4, of the Constitution and By-Laws of the 
Denver Building Trades Council be di - 
clared null and void, as it conflicts with- 
our International organization and the 
Building Trades Department of the Amer- 
ican Federation. 

We further appeal on the grounds that 
the Constitution and By-Laws of the- 
Building Trades Council of Denver do not 
give the right of anpeal, only to the Build- 
ing Trades Council of Denver, and not td- 
the Building Trades Department of tne- 
American Federation of Labor. 

Respectfully submitted, 

(Signed) W. H. MARKER. 
PETER JOHNS, 
BERT WHITE. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 2— By Building Trader 
Mechanics' Council of Washington, D. C, 
and vicinity: 

Mr. James Kirby. President Building 
Trades Department of the Americafi< 
Federation of Labor. 
Dear Sir and Brother — ^At the last re^,- 
ular meeting of this Council, held No- 
vember 10, 1908, I was instructed to notlly 
' you that the National Hotel of Washing- 
ton, D. C, has been declared unfair by 
the .Building Trades of Washington. We- 
earnestly request all national officers and 
friends of organized labor who happen ta 
drop Into our city to refrain from patron- 
izing this hotel, and you will be doing ouir 
movement a lot of good if you place this 
before the Convention of the Building' 
Trades Department. Hoping that this 
favor will be granted, and thanking you ioi 
advance for same. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 3— By Building Trade* 
Mechanics' Council of Washington, D. C, 
and vicinity: 

Kindly place the protest of this Counctt 
against the action of Local 132, Unitea 
Brotherhood of Carpenters, before the 
Convention, as we expect results from thi» 
Convention. 

Referred to Committer <i^ k&\^5S^3M«s!u 
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ResolDtion No. 4— Bj Louisville Build- 
ing Trades Department of the American 
Federation of Labor: 

Greeting: We, the undersigned, repre- 
sentatives of the Building Trades De- 
partment and other crafts afSliated with 
the American Federation of Labor, beg 
to call your attention to the deplorable 
conditions prevailing in the labor movw- 
ment in Louisville. Ky., a city recognised 
as the gateway to the South, and with u 
population of 250,000 people, and of whom 
at least 40,000 are wage earners, while the 
number of organised workers does not ex- 
ceed 4,000. 

In looking over such conditions as these, 
there certainly must be some cause for 
this weakness and lack of organlsatiob. 
Kach of us has given years of work in the 
movement, and has devoted and given con- 
siderable study and efforts to promote the 
interests of the trade movement in this 
city, and we have now reached the con- 
clusion that we need the assistance of the 
American Federation of Labor in remedy- 
ing the evils which retard our progress. 

y^e believe that the greatest hindrance 
to the labor movement in our city is the 
Central Body as now constituted and con- 
ducted. 

We charge that the Executive Ofacinls 
of the Central Body are responsible, who, 
by their arbitrary rulings and inconsistent 
actions and violations of all laws and 
usages, thwart the will of the rank and 
file, and the President of the Louisville 
Federation of Labor is principally instru- 
mental in carrying out this obnoxious 
programme. 

They maintain their hold upon the 
labor movement through every method of 
chicanery conceivable. As an example, 
the delegate who is now representing the 
Central Body from Louisville at the Den- 
ver Convention, and who claims to be a 
member of the Bill Posters* organization, 
appeared before the Detroit Convention 
of the International Brotherhood of Team- 
sters. Monday, August 3, 1908. claiming \o 
represent a local of Colored Teamsters ex- 
clusively. We refer you to the ofiQcial 
proceedings of the Convention, page No. 14. 

This man has represented so many or- 
gan tzations that we are in doubt whether 
he 1m a member of any organisation. 

lie was selected a delegate of your 
present Convention through the fact that 
the hooks of the Central Body are in the 
poRRession of one whom he controls, and 
postal notices were sent out to only those 
delegates who would support him. We 
hold that at least twenty per cent, of the 
organizations as represented in the Cen- 
tral Body, and who support the Executive 
Officers, are organizations in name only, 
and are used to defeat the will of the bona 
fide Trade Unions. 

There are also delegates In the Central 
Body who do not belong to any union 
or follow any trade for a liveliliood. 
These people are also pressed into service 
when their interests are demanded. 

During the Building Trode strike of 1907 
every effort was made to defeat the strike 
of this crowd, who used the daily press, 



as well as the Official Organ of the Cen- 
tral Body, to accomplish their end. 

It was necessary for the Bnllding Trade 
Department to place several firms on the 
We Don't Patronise List, all of which 
were removed by the Central Body and 
the Building Trade Council denounced for 
their action, in spite of the fact that the 
building work was then being done and 
completed by non -union men. 

Under separate cover we forward yon 
a copy of President Samuel Gompers' let- 
ter to the Central Body, with reference to 
Congressman S wager Sherley s labor rec- 
ord. The official letter, however, was with- 
held from the delegates until after the pri- 
mary election, in which Sherley received 
the nomination largely through the effort 
of the Executive Officers of the Centra! 
Body. 

We also call your attention to the en- 
closed copy of the Official Organ of the 
bitter attack upon the honor and integ- 
rity of our great leader of our move- 
ment, Mr. Samuel Gompers, which is very 
inconsistent, and emanated from one who 
holds the commission of Organiser and 
likewise is financially Interested and busi- 
ness manager of the Official Organ, and 
who is now a delegate to your Convention. 

You may reply and ask us why we do 
not remedy these evils ourselves. In re- 
ply we say, several International Organ- 
izers of the American Federation of Labor 
who came to Louisville within the last 
year, stating that they were to Investigate 
and admitting that there is something 
radically wrong, departed from here with- 
out consulting the oggrleved unions. 

This statement may call for report from 
the visiting Organizers, and, while Mr. 
Buckalew was not invested with the au- 
thority from the American Federation of 
Labor for that purpose, however, while he 
was here in our city, we respectfully refer 
him to you for an impartial statwnent of 
the conduct of the accredited officers of 
the Central Body. 

These are only a few of the many out- 
rageous impositions to which we are sub- 
jected by liie accused, and we now appeal 
to the Convention now in session In Den- 
ver. Colorado, for immediate relief from 
the existing evils. 

We request a revocation of the commis- 
sion as Organizer of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor of all parties herein 
charged, and a reorganization of the Louis- 
ville Federation of Labor under tj»e oiject 
supervision of several members o' jn» ^''x- 
ecutive Council of the American Federation 
of Labor, one of which we believe should 
be a member of the Building Trades De- 
partment. 

Unless some immediate action is taken to 
right the wrong, it means a disintegration 
of the entire labor movement in Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

We respectfully submit this for your 
consideration, and beg to remain. 

Fraternally yours, 
(Signed) J. E. MERRICK, 
Secretary and Treasurer. 
J. B. POTTS, President. 
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Resolntion No. 5 — By Delegates Frank 
Duffy, Dan H. Deegon, J. T. CosgroTe, 
D. F. Featherston. P. H. McCarthy, United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of 
America : 



WHEREAS, The Building Trades of the 
•city of Philadelphia are at the present 
time in a deplorable condition, and have 
for seyeral years past been gradually grow- 
ing weaker and weaker and more divided 
every year, due to abuses of the laws and 
mismanagement of the affairs by those 
who were in control of the machinery of 
the Allied Building Trades Council, there- 
by compelling, from time to time, the real 
basic trades to withdraw therefrom, until 
at the present time there is scarcely a 
semblance of a Building Trades Council; 
and 

WHEREAS, The American Federation of 
Labor, in Convention assembled, at its 
last meeting, in order to remedy Just such 
evils as exist here and briug about a unity 
of action in the Building Trades for the 
betterment of conditions therein, created a 
Building Trades Department, to be con- 
ducted and controlled by trades nationally 
eligible to said Department; and 

WHEREAS, through an acknowledged 
error of Judgment and an entire lack of 
investigation as to the conditions here by 
the Secretary of this Department, said 
Secretary issued a charter for a Local 
Branch of this Department in the city of 
Philadelphia to the so-called Allied Build- 
ing Trades without any consideration be- 
ing given to the trades not afiQliated there- 
with, and whose numerical strength is 
more than three to one as against those 
affiliated; and 

WHEREAS, The said Allied Building 
Trades has on its books seventeen trades, 
seven of which are not nationally eligi- 
ble to this Department, such as the Pavers 
and Rammers, Cedar Vat and Tank Build- 
ers, Boilermakers, Stained Art Glass 
Workers, Terra Cotta Workers, etc.; and 

WHEREAS, We, as representing the 
various building trades not affiliated with 
said Allied Building Trades Council, have 
for many weeks done all in our power to 
have a reorganization of the Building 
Trades here in conformity with the sup- 
posed intention of the Department of the 
American Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The present Allied Building 
Trades Council, through its representa- 
tives, owing to the fact of being in pos- 
session of the charter granted them 
through an error of Judgment, have abso- 
lutely refused to accede to a reorganlza-- 
tion of the trades, but still persist In car- 
rying on their business in the same old 
way to the detriment of all organized la- 
bor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we appeal to the offi- 
cers and delegates of the Convention as- 
sembled to use its influence with this De- 
partment to have the charter issued to 
Philadelphia recalled and a Complete re- 
organization of the Building Trades ef- 
fected In pursuance of the intentions of 



the Building Trades Department and in 
conformity with its laws. 
(Signed) 

JAMES A. RYAN. 
For the Brotherhood of Cari^nters. 

THOMAS McGUIRE, 
For the Granite Cutters. 

THOMAS MAHON, 
For the Soft Stone Cutters. 

FRED MARSHALL, 
For the Amalgamated Society of Car- 
penters. 

GEORGE W. POWELL, 
For the Interior Marble Workers. 

CB[ARLES DOUGHERTY. 
For the International Association Steam 
Fitters. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 6 — By Delegates Frank 
Duffy, J. T. Cosgrove, D. F. Featherston, 
Dan H. Deegon, P. H. McCarthy, United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of 
America : 

WHEREAS, At the formation of the 
Bulding Trades Department, by and with 
the consent of the Twenty -Seventh Annual 
Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor, held in Norfolk, Va., November, 
1907, it was generally understood that said 
Department have headquarters and offices 
with the American Federation of Labor at 
Washington, D. C. ; and 

WHEREAS, When said Building Trades 
Department was legally organized and 
chartered by the American Federation of 
Labor, offices could not be secured with 
the American Federation of Labor, as it 
was claimed space was unavailable; and 

WHEREAS, Office space was secured in 
the Colorado Building, Washington, D. C; 
and 

WHEREAS, All the work between the 
offices of the Building Trades Depart- 
ment and the offices of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor Is done through corre- 
spondence, and Justly so, as it is necessary 
to have records on file between both par- 
ties, showing all legal transactions, it is 
therefore not necessary that the offices of 
the Building Trades Department be lo- 
cated in Washington, D. C; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED. That the offices and head- 
quarters of the Building Trades Depart- 
ment be located in Indianapolis, Ind., for 
the following reasons: 

First — Because in Indianapolis thrt« 
Building Trades International organiza- 
tions have their headquarters at the pre» 
ent time. 

Second — Because Indianapolis is the most 
convenient place In the entire country, and 
the center of population, as well as being 
surrounded by cities where headquarters 
of other Building Trades organizations are 
located. The Painters* headquarters are 
in Lafayette, Ind.; the Plasterers' in Pkts- 
burg, Pa.; the Tile Layers* in Pittsburg, 
Pa.; the Plumbers* in Chicago, 111.; the 
Lathers' in Cleveland. Ohio; the Electricni 
Workers* in Springfield, 111.; the Sheet 
Metal Workers' in Kansas City, Mo., etc.; 
and 
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Third — Because Indianapolis, Ind., would 
be more convenient In which to hold con- 
ferences, when necessary, or when required, 
than Washington, D. C. 

Referred to Organization Committee. 

Resolution No. 7— By Delegates Frank 
Duffy, Dan H. Deegon, P. H. McCarthy. 
Brotherhood of (Carpenters and Joiners of 
America : 

WHEREAS, The Twenty-Eighth Annual 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Lahor, held in Denver, Colo., during the 
past two weeks, referred certain matters 
to the Building Trades Department Con- 
vention for adjustment; and 

WHERAS, It is the duty of said Con- 
vention to report back to the parent body 
what action has been taken: on these mat- 
ters; and 

WHEREAS, The next Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor will not be 
held for another year; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the future Conven- 
tions of the Building Trades Department 
be held some months previous to the hold- 
ing of the American Federation of Labor 
Conventions, so that these matters, when 
finally passed upon, may be reported ro 
the American Federation of Labor Con- 
vention in detail. 

IT IS FURTHER UNDERSTOOD, That 
the holding of these Conventions, as herein 
stated, would not interfere whatever with 
the Executive Council of the Building 
Trades Department adjusting these mat- 
ters. Questions not adjusted to be re- 
ferred to the Convention for action, along 
with a detailed report covering all contro- 
versies settled. The whole to be aiwr- 
wards incorporated in a report to be pre- 
sented to the American Federation of La- 
bor Convention for adoption; approval oi 
the American Federation of Labor Con- 
vention to be final and binding on all par- 
ties at interest. 

Referred to Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 8 — By Delegates Frank 
Duffy, J. T. Cosgrove, D. F. Featherston, 
Dan H. Deegon and P. H. McCarthy, of 
the United Brotherhood of . Carpenters and 
Joiners of America: 

WHEREAS, The laws governing the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters ana 
Joiners of America, both locally and na- 
tionally, are made by referendum vote of 
its members, and cannot be made by any 
other means; and 

WHEREAS, It has been reported that 
the laws of Local Building Trades De- 

Sartments or Councils are made by the 
departments or Councils, and are not sub- 
mitted to referendum vote of the mem- 
bers of the organizations affiliated; and 

WHEREAS, Such action on behalf of 
such Departments or Councils conflict 
with the laws of the United Brotherhood 
of Carpenters and Joiners of America, 
thereby causing dissatisfaction among our 
members and friction with our laws; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That all local laws, be- 



fore becoming operative, be submitted for 
referendum vote of the members of the 
organizations aflillated, and that it requlre- 
a two-thirds majority vote to make them- 
forcible. 

Referred to Committee on tiAws. 

Resolution No. 9 — By Delegate E. Arnola, 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paperhangers : 

WHEREAS, It is a cardinal principle of 
this Department to assist ei^ch other in^ 
time of trouble; and 

WHEREAS, the sympathetic strike i» 
our most powerful weapon; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That all affiliated Unions 
are hereby instructed to insert a clause 
In their agreements with their employers^ 
pertaining to the sympathetic strike. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 10— By Delegates A. C. 
Sanders, Herbert Crarapton and William' 
Fyfe (American Federation of Labor Con- 
vention) : 

"Resolution No. 2 — (Introduced in A. F. 
of L. Convention— By Delegates Wllllan* 
Fyfe and Herbert Crampton, Amalgamated 
Society of Carpenters: 

"WHEREAS, The Building Trades 
Council of Denver, Colo., has refused lo 
seat the elected delegates of the Denver 
First Branch of The Amalgamated So- 
ciety of Carpenters and Joiners; therefore, 
be It 

"RESOLVED, That this Federation in- 
struct the officers of the Building Trade* 
Department. American Federation of La- 
bor, to order the seating of said dele- 
gates as per Section 2 of Article XL, of 
the Constitution of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor." 

WHEREAS. The above resolution wa» 
referred to this Department by the 
TwentyEIghth Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The President of this De- 
partment has referred to the fact of his 
having notified the Building Trades Coun- 
cil of Denver to seat the duly elected 
delegates of the First Branch of the Amal- 
gamated Society of Carpenters and Join- 
ers; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention issue 
an immediate order to seat said delegates 
of the Denver First Branch of the Amal- 
gamated Society of Carpenters and Joiners 
In accordance with Section 38 and Section 
51 of the Constitution and By-Laws of 
this Department of the Building Trades 
of the American Federation of Labor. 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 

Resolution No. 11— By Delegate George 
F. Hedrick, Brotherhood of Painters,. 
Decorators and Paperhangers of America: 

WHEREAS. A charter has been granted 
to a portion of the Building Trades In the 
city of Buffalo upon the condition that 
they comply with the Constitution of the 
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Department by becomlnflr afBfflliated with 
the United Trades and Labor Council; 
and 

WHEREAS, After repeated efforts on 
the part of the ofScers of the Building 
Trades Department, they have refused to 
become amliated therewith, and f6r some 
reason failed to comply with the laws 
of the Department; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the charter of the 
Local Denartment of the city of Buffalo 
be and is hereby rcToked, and that all 
of the BuildinflT Trades lu the city of 
Buffalo be uotined that within sixty days 
from the date of notification there will 
be a charter granted in that city to 



those trades who will be by that time 
afilllated with the Central Body of that 
city. 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 

There being no further business before 
the Convention, it was moved by Dele- 
gate Duncan that the rules be suspended 
and the Convention adjourned to 3 p. m., 
in order to allow the committees to work. 

The motion was seconded and carried, 
and the Convention was adjourned to re- 
convene at 3 p. m. 



SECOND DAY— Tuesday Afternoon Session 



The Convention was called to order at 
^ p. m., Tuesday, November 24th, Presl- 
•dent Kirby in the chair. 

ABSENTEES: Delegates Godshall and 
Badgley. 

Vice-President Hedrick in the chair. 

Delegate Featherston, Secretary of the 
<*ommittee, reported as follows: 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PRESI- 
DENT'S REPORT. 

To the Members of the First Annual 
Convention of the Building Trades De- 
partment of the American Federation of 
Labor : 

Greeting: We, your committee, have 
<7arefully examined the report of Presi- 
dent Kirby, and desire to express our 
<*ommendation of the clearness with which 
the various subjects are presented, and 
particularly to call attention to the wide 
scope and importance of the many sub- 
jects considered, and in dealing with the 
many questions in the report we shall 
4>ndeavor to treat each subject, item by 
item, under the following numbers: 

We desire to express our gratification 
at the healthy growth of the Deplirtment 
during the past year. We also wish to 
compliment the President upon the able 
and efScient manner in which he has con- 
ducted the affairs of the Department dur- 
ing the past year. 

The recommendation of the committee, 
that the report be taken up seriatim, 
was . concurred in. 

First. The committee regrets very much 
that the Slate and Tile Roofers and As- 
bestos Workers are not affiliated with the 
Department, and recommend that the In- 
«oming officers use their best efforts to 
have them become affiliated with this De- 
partment. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Second. We, your coramltteo, approve 
of the issuiug of charters to State Coun- 



cils, and recommend that laws be adopted 
governing same. 

Delegate Clifford — I move the adoption 
of the report of the committee. (Sec- 
onded.) 

Delegate Costello— Has the ' matter re- 
ferred to the Department by the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor been presented 
to this Convention? Some action regard- 
ing this matter was taken in the recent 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor, and further consideration of 
this part of the report should be deferred 
until that is received. 

Secretary Spencer announced that the 
matter would be referred to the Conven- 
tion some time during the day by the 
Secretary of the American Federation of 
Labor. 

Delegate McCarthy spoke in opposition 
to deferring action, and stated that the 
matter should be settled by the Conven- 
tion of the Department. 

Delegate Murray — ^A resolution was in- 
troduced in the American Federation of 
Labor Convention in regard to forming 
State Councils of the Building Trades. 
I think it was voted down. 1 think the 
Convention of* the American Federation 
of Labor adopted a recommendation op- 
posed to the formation of State Councils. 
Action should not be taken here until 
we have that recommendation presented 
to this Convention. In view of that fact 
I m,ove that this recommendation of the 
committee be laid on the table until some 
future time. (Seconded by Delegate Hud- 
dell.) 

Delegate Featherston objected to lay- 
ing the report on the table. 
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Delegate Huddell asked that he be al- 
lowed to withdraw his second to the mo- 
tion to table, as no definite time was 
stated when it could be taken up. 

Delegate Murray stated that his mo- 
tion contemplated taking the report up 
when the recommendation of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor Convention was 
presented. 

Delegate Huddell moved that Section 2 
of the report of the committee lay on 
the table until the matter referred from 
the American Federation of Labor Con- 
vention could be presented. (Seconded.) 

Delegate O'SuUivan spoke in favor of 
deferring action. 

Delegate Featherston/ opposed deferring 
action on the report, and stated that it 
was the intention of the committee to 
have the matter placed in the hands of 
the Committee on Laws if it was accepted 
by the Convention. 

Delegate Sullivan— In behalf of the Laws 
Committee I do not think It would be 
wise, and I would almost deem it unfair, 
for this Convention to enact laws for the 
committee. I believe if you do that yon 
should discharge the Laws Committee. 
I for one will not submit my name to any 
proposed law which has been adopted by 
this Convention and then referred to the 
committee. 

Delegate Crampton — Is the issuance of 
charters to state councils in accordance 
with the resolution adopted in the Norfolk 
Convention, and which appears in the last 
page of the proceedings of that Conven- 
tion? 

Delegate McSorley stated that the reso- 
lution adopted in the Norfolk Convention 
provided that the Department should have 
full autonomy in all questions pertaining 
to the building trades and that there 
was nothing in it prohibiting the issuing 
of state charters. 

Delegate Duncan spoke in ffevor of de- 
ferring action until the recommendation 
of the American Federation of Labor Con- 
vention could be brought before the De- 
partment, and stated that the question 
could then be taken up and discussed on 
its merits. 

The motion to lay on the table was 
then carried. 

Secretary Featherston of the committee 
continued the report as follows: 

Third. The committee recommends that 
DO local organization be allowed to afSli- 
ate with a Local Department until their 
National organization becomes affiliated 
with this Department. 



A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be adopted. 

In answer to a question by Delegate 
Huddell, Chairman Hedrick stated that 
the report applied to all organ heations. 

Delegate Huddell discussed the ques- 
tion fft some length, and urged that the 
report of the committee be modified so 
as not to aflCect conditions existing in cer- 
tain local building trades councils which 
were solidly organized. He stated that 
it would be unjust to the organizations 
that had affiliated with such councils to 
reject them, although their International 
organizations were not affiliated with the 
Building Trades Department, and that it 
would injure the movement in cities where 
such councils had been formed. 

Delegate McNulty spoke in favor of the 
report of the committee, and said In partt 
"I don't believe that you can have a 
successful Building Trades Department 
if you allow such organizations to affili- 
ate locally, when they need our support,, 
and remain outside when we need their 
support. I hope we will adhere strictly 
to the lines originally laid down, that 
only local unions affiliated with their 
Internationals that are affiliated witb 
this Department will be admitted to our 
local councils. I do not believe that 
independent local unions that have Inter- 
nationals affiliated with this Department 
should be allowed to Join any locaJ 
council. If we are going to make tbi» 
an international movement, let us adhere 
strictly to the lines laid down. While 
it may affect certain cities in the near 
future, it will only be for a short -time,, 
because as soon as such independent or- 
ganizations realize that they must get 
iq and pay their per capita to the Inter- 
national organizations that are sending- 
o|*ganizer8 tl^roughout the country to or- 
ganize their craft, I believe we will da 
well to let them remain outside." 

Delegate Skemp discussed the question 
at length, and said in part: "While I 
am not a believer in special privileges,, 
we must admit that some of these organ- 
izations occupy a. unique position in the 
American Federation of Labor. The 
American Federation of Labor recognizes 
that the Bricklayers' International UnioB 
is the organization of that* craft, and 
has refrained from organizing a dual 
organization that would affiliate with the 
American Federation of Labor. It also 
permits locals of that body to affiliate 
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with the central bodies of the American 
Federation of Labor. That being the 
case, they are also entitled to afSliate 
with the local de{>artnient8 of the Build- 
ing Trades Department.** 

Delegate Dnncan discussed the matter 
at length, and said in part: "The Build- 
ing Trades Department is the business 
portion of the American Federation of 
Labor for the transaction of building 
trades affairs. To it belongs the trans- 
action of building trades affairs, and 
when it transacts them, it does so, not 
only for the building trades, but for the 
American Federation of Labor. The law 
proTldes that the Building Trades De- 
partment is to be composed of organisa- 
tions affiliated to the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. If there is any logic in 
that— and I think it is full of logic— It 
therefore follows that building trades 
councils shall be composed of building 
trades represented In the central bodies. 
The law of the American Federation of 
Labor — not specifically made for the 
Building Trades Department, or the Metal 
Trades Department, or any other, but 
made as a general proposition — ^provides 
that uQions, to be entitled to membership 
in a central body chartered by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, shall belong to 
the national or international organizations 
of their specific trade, or shall be aflSIiated 
directly by charter with the American 
Federation of Labor. Therein is specified 
the jurisdiction of the central bodies as to 
what unions shall compose their member- 
skip. That being so, if unfortunately a 
national or international building trade is 
not affiliated with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, but has locals that are 
firiendly to tlie American Federation of 
Labor, and care for membership In the 
central body, it is proper for them to 
apply for affiliation, and the central body 
is required to see that they are affiliated 
with the Building Trades Council." 

President Kirby discussed the question, 
and said in part: "I called attention to 
the fact that the man who is affiliated 
locally, and not nationally, contributed 
nothing towards the maintenance of this 
Department. The Executive Council of 
this Department decided in Washington 
that locals of Bricls layers and other or- 
ganizations of that sort could affiliate if 
they affiliated locally with the central 
bodies. A large number of the officers 
of the building trades opposed that. I 



believe this is the proper place to settle 
the question." 

Delegate Costello suggested that the 
question be deferred until the mattf'rs 
referred to the Department by the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor Convention could 
be presented to the Convention, and stated 
further that a new law had been adopted^ 
that had a bearing on the question. 

Delegate Duffy spoke in favor of the 
report of the committee, and in closing 
his argument said: "I paid particular 
attention to the questions asked in the 
Norfolk Convention by President Gom- 
pers and Treasurer Lennon when the rr- 
port of the Committee on Building Trades 
Department was being considered. I 1»e- 
lieve Delegate McNulty answered them. 
If I am not mistaken. President Gompers 
asked what organizations would be per- 
mitted In this Building Trades Depart- 
ment, and the clear-cut answer was given, 
'Only building trades affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor.' That is 
in the record. I suppose those were some 
of the questions turned over to us when 
we were instructed how this Department 
should be formed. If the Bricklayers and 
others do not care anything about us, we 
should not take them into consideration. 
Let them stay out of our local councils 
until they see fit to come into the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor the same as we 
all came in." 

Delegate O^Sullivan discussed the ques- 
tion, and stated that he was in hearty 
accord with the report of the committee. 

Delegate Ryan discussed the question, 
and said in part: "If locals of organiza- 
tions not affiliated with the American 
Federation of liabor are permitted to en- 
joy the full privileges of our sections with- 
out contributing anything to this Depart- 
ment, why cannot every other Interna- 
tional represented here do the same thing? 
This Department is a new institution, and 
in forming it we had to take over central 
bodies that had locals in them of these 
organizations, possibly doing good service 
there. We did not care in the outset to 
disturb that relationship, and I do not 
think it is a good plan to do It now. It 
may be well, however, to do it in the fu- 
ture. I don't think any radical action 
should be taken until at least another 
Convention of this Department. Give these 
outside organizations a chance to hold 
conventions of their own International 
unions and allow them to consider the 
question of affiliation." 
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Delegate Feeney — If the report of the 
committee is adopted, does it mean that 
all the locals in the various councils 
that are in there now, and are not eligible 
to this Department, must get out? 

Chairman Hedrlck-r-If the law is en- 
forced they will. 

Delegate McSorley — This is nothing new 
the committee is recommending; it sim- 
ply compels the local councils to adhere 
more closely to the law. We had cases 
where the Bricklayers* locals made ap- 
plication to the local departments, and 
they were admitted. They stayed until 
they got the demands they had presented 
and then withdrew and left the t>therg in 
the hole. The only recommendation the 
committee makes is that the existing law 
be adhered to. 

Delegate McNulty asked permission to 
make a statement and affer an amend- 
ment. No objection being offered. Dele- 
gate McNulty again addressed the Con- 
vention and introduced an amendment. 
After a short discussion as to the proper 
form in which to present the amendment, 
and after suggestions had been offered 
by sereral delegates, Delegate McNulty 
offered the following: 

"That in local departments where a 
local or locals of any National or Inter- 
national Building Trades organization are 
not affiliated with this Department, condi- 
tions shall remain the same. 

"But in local departments where a local 
or locals of non -affiliated National or In- 
ternational Unions are not now affiliated, 
no Local Unions thereof shall be admitted 
.to the local department until such times 
ns their respective National or Interna- 
tional Unions become affiliated with this 
department through the American Feder- 
ation of Labor." 

Delegate Featherston, Secretary of the 
committee, spoke In opposition to the 
amendment and in favor of the report 
of the committee. He referred particu- 
larly to the condition in New York City, 
where, he stated, there were a large num- 
ber of locals that were members of the 
American Federation of Labor Central 
Labor Union, but had no affiliation with 
any other organization. He stated fur- 
ther that these organizations should Be 
compelled to become part of the general 
labor movement In the regular way. 

Delegate Taggart spoke in favor of the 
report of the committee, and said in part: 
"The committee has made a report to 
this Convention, and. as I understand 
it, the dologatps of the different Inter- 
national Unions of Building Trades affili- 
ated with the American Federation of 



Labor are here to legislate for this De- 
partment, and for no other." 

Delegate Comerford spoke in favor of 
allowing locals of Internationals not affili- 
ated with the Building Trades Depart- 
ment to remain in the Building Trades 
Council if they were members of the cen- 
tral bodies. 

Delegate Leps, In discasslng the ques- 
tion, said: "I understand there are io 
various parts of this country unions not 
eligible to membership in this Building 
Trades Department, some of whom have 
been refused charters by the Executive 
Council of this Department. Is it the 
intention of this Convention to say to 
unions that cannot get in here that they 
cannot get into the local councils because 
they are not • quite universally building 
trades? This is a part of the question 
that has not been touched upon." 

Delegate McSorley— I rise to a point of 
order. The amendment offered by Dele- 
gate McNulty is out of order, as it con- 
flicts with existing laws. 

Chairman Hedrick— The point is not 
well taken. The Convention is here to 
make laws for the Department. 

The question was discussed further in 
a general way by Delegates Costello, Dun- 
can, Featherston, McCarthy, Fyfe. Sands, 
Crampton, Huddell, Evans, Skemp and 
McNulty. 
Vice-President Ryan in the chair. 
Vice-President Hedrick discussed the 
question, and said in part: "During the 
Ten months this Department has been 
formed, about seventy-five local depart- 
ments have been formed. There are at 
least one thousand cities in the United 
States and Canada where Departments 
could be formed. Some of the Interna- 
tional organizations represented here this 
afternoon have not the power in their 
Constitutions to compel their local or- 
ganizations to take part in forming these 
councils. Until our Constitutions are 
amended to allow us to do that, some of 
our councils will be useless without the 
Bricklayers. Some of the departments 
that are now organized, if asked to throw 
out such organizations as the Bricklayers, 
will surrender their charters to this De- 
partment and hold their local councils in- 
tact. I believe if those organizations are 
seated in the central bodies chartered by 
the American Federation of Labor, they 
should be seated in our local councils. 
It is not the fault of some of those locals 
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that tbeir luterna-tioDals are not afDliated 
with the American Federation of Labor, 
nor is it the fault of many of the rank 
and file that they are not afDliated with 
this Department." 

The question was further discussed 
briefly by Delegates O'Sullivan, McNulty. 
Duncan and Skemp. 

Secretary -Spencer — The American Fed- 
eration of Labor claims our local unions 
must be identified with the American 
Federation of liabor, either locally or na- 
tionally. If a local of the Bricklayers 
is willing to join the central labor body 
it is entitled to membership in the local 
department of the building trades. The 
organizers of the American Federation 
of Labor are trying to deyelop our local 
councils. What encouragement will they 
be given to work for 08 if, after they 
have secured the aflSliation of some trade 
in the Central Labor Union that trade will 
be denied admission into the local Build- 
ing Trades Council? I believe the jaw 
should remain as it stands in the Con- 
stitution. 

On motion of Delegate Dcegon debate 
was closed. 

The amendment offered by Delegate Mc- 
Nulty was lost on a viva voce vote. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was lost by a vote of 30 to 17. 

Delegate Duncan — I move the adoption 
of the section of the report of the Presi- 
dent sought to be amended by the com- 
mittee's report. (Seconded.) 

Delegate McSorley— The committee has 
not concluded submitting its report. 
There has been nothing before the Con- 
vention but the report of the committee. 

Chairman Ryan— We have been discuss- 
ing a section of the report of the Presi- 
dent as amended by the committee's re- 
port. You refused to accept the report 
of the committee. Now the original rec- 
ommendation of the President is before 
the Convention. 

Delegate Duncan — The committee of- 
fered an amendment to that part of the 
President's report. That amendment was 
lost, as was an amendment to the report 
of the committee. The subject matter 
that they offered the amendment to is 
before the Convention for a vote. The 
previous question has been ordered, and 
the regular procedure must be gone 
through with. 

Delegate McNulty — If my organisation 



should withdraw from this Department 
on account of a Jurisdiction fight, could 
one of our local unions Join a local coun- 
cil of the building trades? 

Chairman Ryan — No. 

Delegate McNulty — We should have the 
same rights as locals outside of the move* 
ment. 

Delegate McSorley— Where in that sec- 
tion does the President report anything? 

Delegate Duncan — The recommendation 
is contained in the following words: ''The 
Executive Council decided that where the 
claims of Jurisdiction of their work, etc., 
in no way conflicted with the locals of 
our afllliated Internationals they would be 
allowed to afSliate locally." 

Chairman Ryan— The chair rules that 
a vote in the afBrmative will endorse the 
policy of the Executive Council. 

Delegate Price — Does that mean that a 
dual organization not affiliated with its 
International will be recognized? 

Chairman Ryan— It does not. 

Secretary Spencer— The President's re- 
port says distinctly if there is no con- 
flict to the claim of Jurisdiction the local 
may be admitted. 

The motion offered by Delegate Dun- 
can was carried by a vote of 25 to 18. 

The following matters were presented 
to the Convention by the President of 
the American Federation of liabor and 
referred by President Kirby to the proper 
committees : 

Albany Hotel, 
Denver. Colo., Nov. 24, 1908. 
Mr. Wm. J. Spencer, Secretary Building 

Trades Department, American Feder- 
ation of Labor. Denver, Colo. 

Dear Sir and Brother: The Annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor Just closed directed that a number 
of matters under consideration by the 
delegates should be referred to the Build- 
ing Trades Department for action. The 
resolutions and matters to which I refer, 
and which are handed you herewith, are 
as follows: 

Resolution No. 2: Relating to the con- 
troversy between the Local Union of Car- 
penters and the Building Trades Council 
of Denver. 

Resolution No. 30:. Controversy between 
the Local Unions of Steam Fitters . and 
Plumbers of Pittsburg, Pa. 

Jurisdictional controversy between the 
Hod Carriers and Cement Workers. 

Jurisdictional dispute between the Wood, 
Wire and Metal Lathers and the Bridge 
and Structural Iron Workers. 

Jurisdictional controversy between the 
United Association of Plumbers and In- 
ternational Association of Steam and Hot 
Water Fitters. 

Ton will permit me to express the hA^« 



36 



REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS. 



that thew» several matters may be amic- 
R^bly adjusted through the efforts of your 
Department now In Convention assembled 
In this city. 

Your attention is further called to the 
report of the Committee on Building 
Trades to the Convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor on Saturday, 
November 21, 190S, as appearing on pages 
244. and 245 of the Official Proceedings of 
that day's session. 

As you will note by referring to the 
proceedings of the eleventh day's ses- 
sion of the Convention, copy of which Is 
handed yon herewith, after the comple- 
tion of the report of the Building Trades 
Committee, the chair Inquired "If the 
committee had given consideration to the 
matter referred to it in regard to the 
issuance of charters to State Branches." 
In reply. Delegate Huber, chairman of 
the committee, stated "that the com- 
mittee wns unable to say whether the 
Building Trades Department had or had 
not refused to issue charters to State 
Branches," whereupon Delegate Duncan 
moved as an amendment tp th6 report of 
the committee, "that the American Fed- 
eration of Labor adhere to the conditions 
upon which the Norfolk Convention de- 
cided to organize the Building Trades De- 
partment, and that the Building Trades 
l)epartment is expected to comply with 
the action of the Norfolk Convention." 

Delegate Duncan's amendment was 
adopted, and therefore the action of the 
Convention for the guidance of the Build- 
ing Trades Department of the American 
Federation of Labor in this matter. 

In addition to the other matters to which 
reference is mnde above, and which are 
handed you herewith. I also hand you 
copy of Official Proceedings of the Norfolk 
Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor, and would refer you to the report 
of the Building Trades Committee, which 
appears on pages 302 and 303. 
Fraternally yours. 

SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President. American Federation of Labor. 

The committee reported concurrence in 
the action of the Executive Council, as 
stated in the following portion of their 
report, and recommended that It be re- 
ferred to the Building Trades Depart- 
ment for adjustment and drawing the line 
of demarcation : 

PLUMBERS— STEAM FITTERS. 

The subject matter of Resolution No. 
66 refers to the dispute between the 
United Association of Plumbers, Gas Fit- 
ters, Steam Fitters, and Steam Fitters* 
Helpers of the United States and Canada, 
and the International Association of Steam 
and Hot Water Fitters and Helpers of 
America, and provides that three repre- 
sentatives from each organization meet 
with a representative of the American 
Federation of Labor for the purpose of 
arranging an agreement defining the Jiir- 
fsdiction of the two organizations. 

This conference was held at headquar- 
ters at Washington between the repre- 
sentatives of the above-named organfza- 
tions nnd Pre.sidont rrompers. No agree- 



ment having been reached between the 
representatives of the. organisations In 
question, the Executive Council having 
considered the matter, decided that the 
subject matter be referred to the Denver 
Convention, with the recommendation that 
it be referred to the Building Trades De- 
partment of the American Federation of 
Ijabor for adjustment. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be- adopted. 

To the report of the committee Delegate 
Costello offered the following amendment: 

"The committee recommend that the sug- 
gestion of the Kxeevtlve Council, with 
the reference to the International Asso- 
ciation of Steam and Hot Water Fitters 
and Helpers, be adopted. We further rec- 
ommend that the Building Trades Depart- 
ment, assembled in Convention in Denver, 
Colo., November 23,, 1908, outline the Juris- 
diction of the organization of the Inter- 
national Association of Steam and Hot 
Water Fitters and Helpers of America and 
the United Association of Plumh«rs, Gas 
Fitters, St^am Fitters and Steam Fitters' 
Helpers of the United States and Canada. 
This shall be done immediately in order 
to promote harmony among the members 
of the two organizations, and to protect 
the interests of both trades In accordance 
with the laws of the American Federation 
of Labor." (Seconded.) 

In the amendment, as offered by Dele- 
gate Costello, the titles of the organlza- 
• tions were abbreviated. At the request 
of Delegate Tracy the titles were given 
in full. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Alpine, Mangan, Tracy, Costello. 
Leonard and Sullivan (J. J.). 

The amendment offered by Delegate 
Costello was adopted, and the report of 
the committee, as amended, was adopted. 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 

The committee recommended that the 
following portion of the report of the 
Executive Council be referred to the Build- 
ing Trades Department for adjustment: 

WOOD, WIRE AND METAL LATHERS- 
BRIDGE AND STRUCTURAL 
IRON WORKERS. 

The subject matter of Resolution No. 
110, which deals with the dispute between 
the above-named organizations, having 
been considered by the Executive Council, 
it was decided that this matter be re- 
ferred to the Denver Convention, with the 
recommendation that the subject matter 
be referred to the Building Trades De- 
partment of the American Federation of 
Labor for adjudication. The officers of 
both organizations were so notified, and 
Secretary -Treasurer Brandt of the Inter- 
national Union of Wood, Wire and Metal 
Lathers made the request. "That you set 
forth in full the action of your Executive 
Board on this question, which took place 
In March, 1907. and also set forth the 
action of the Norfolk Convention on this 
question by quoting the action of the 
Building Trades Committoe in this dis- 
pute, which can be done by quoting the 
report of that rommiltee." In the event 
of the Conv€^ntion adopting the reoom- 
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vnendatiou of the Executive Council, all 
the papers in this matter, will be referred 
to the Buildiniir Trades Department, thus 
complying with the request of Secretary - 
Treasurer Brandt. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
•committee was concurred in. 

EXTRACT FROM MINUTES EXECU- 
TIVE COUNCIL MEETING, 
MARCH, 1907. 

On the complaint of the Wood, Wire 
flnd Metal Lathers' International Union 
against the Bridge and Structural Iron 
workers* International Association for in- 
fringing upon their Jurisdiction, it was 
•decided that the claims of the. Wood, Wire 
and Metal Lathers be sustained, and that 
in communicating this decision to the 
officers of the Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers* International Association, their 
attention be called* to the change made in 
their Constitution by which they extend 
thrfr jurisdiction over "all wire work," 
without notice of their intention being 
lodged with the officers of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 

The committee recommend that the fol- 
lowing portion of the report of the Execu- 
tive Council be referred to the Building 
Trades Department for adjustment: 

HOD CARRIERS AND BUILDING LA- 
BORERS—BROTHERHOOD OF 
CEMENT WORKERS. 

Upon the subject matter contained in 
Resolution No. 47, relative to the juris- 
diction dispute between the above-named 
organisations, a conference was held be- 
tween their representatives at Washing- 
ton, and no agreement was reached. 

The Executive Council has given this 
matter its attention, and we recommended 
that the matter be referred to this Con- 
vention, with the further recommendation 
that it be referred by you to the Building 
Trades Department of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor for adjustment. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
<*onr*iirn'^0 in. 

The quostiot) mm rTiscussed briefly by 
Delegare D'Alo^^rtMiKlrn. Delegate Stem- 
bnrgh and Dnle>,-atr I^Furray. 

The motion to coriiiir in the recom- 
mendation of the crnvicnittee was carried. 

Referppd to rommithc on Adjustment. 

ReaoIutlOQ No. 30 — lly Delegate Eugene 
Mere, of the l^Ittshmg Central Labor 

WHKREAS, Thf Inlcrnational Assoda- 

of Slonm. Hot Wjitor and Power Pipe 

rs nnd Holin^rs of Pittsburg, Local 

^, 3^ ""^ •*"" Imtii the duly recog- 

I Fitters and Helpers 

g; and 

trrnatiou.il Associa- 
itiT and Power Pipe 
rr- affiliated with the 
of Labor through a 
.4 10 them the juriR- 
"^'-t-s and helpers; 



WHEREAS, The United Association 
Plumbers* Local No. 27, through its or- 
ganizers, is trying to disrupt the labor 
movement In the city of Pittsburg by en- 
deavoring to create discord among the 
Steam Fitters and Helpers, and also 
trying to create a dual local to No. 218 
of the International Association; there- 
fore, be It 

RESOLVED, That the Iron City Cen- 
tral Trades Council do hereby protest 
against such work being agitated in the 
city of Pittsburg by the representatives 
of United Association Plumbers' Local 
No. 27. in disturbing the labor conditions 
that now exist, and hampering the best 
interests of the labor movement in gen- 
eral; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the acti^^ns of the 
United Association Plumbers in disturb- 
ing the conditions and forming dual lo- 
cals of Steam Fitters and Helpers be 
stopped by the American Federation of 
Labor, and that the Convention so order. 

Referred to Building Trades Depart- 
ment. 

The committee reported concurrence in 
the resolution and recommended that it 
be referred to the Building Trades De- 
partment. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred In. 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 

Resolution No. 2 — By Delegates William 
Fyfe and Herbert Crampton, Amalga- 
mated Society of Carpenters: 

WHEREAS, The Building Trades Coun- 
cil of Denver, Colo., has refused to seat 
the elected delegates of the DenVer First 
Branch of The Amalgamated Society of 
Carpenters and Joiners; therefoi*e, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Federation in- 
struct the officers of the Building Trades 
Department, American Federation of La- 
bor, to order the seating of said dele- 
gates as per Section 2 of Article XI., of 
the Constitution, of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

Referred to Committee on Building 
Trades. 

Resolution No. 2 — By Delegates William 
Fyfe and Herbert Crampton, Amalgamated 
Society of Carpenters: 

WHEREAS, The Building Trades Coun- 
cil of Denver, Colo., has refused to seat 
the elected delegates of the Denver First 
Branch of the Amalgamated Society of 
Carpenters and Joiners; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Federation in- 
struct the officers of the Building Trades 
Department, American Federation of La- 
bor, to order the seating of said dele- 
gates as per Section 2 of Article XI., of 
the Constitution of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

The committee recommended that the 
matter be referred to the Building Trades 
Department for adjustment. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate. Fyfe and Dolcjjate Crampton 
spoke in ov\>o^^^\ow \c> V\v^ \^»^\.cix\. s>\ NNsja. 
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committee, and argrued that the matter 
ishould be settled by the Convention. 

Delegate Duffy (Frank) and Delegate 
Hnber spoke in favor of the report of the 
committee. 

The motion to concur In the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 

At the afternoon session the following 
resolutions were introduced and referred 
by President Kirby to the proper com- 
mittees : 

Resolution No. 12 — By Delegates Cramp- 
ton and Fyfe, of the Amalgamated So- 
ciety of Carpenters: 

To amend Section 35, on page 10, Con- 
stitution and By-Laws of this Depart- 
ment, by adding the words, "Provided, 
however, that every Local Union affiliated 
with this Department shall not be de- 
prived of its representation should no Dis- 
• trict Council of its organization exist 
within the Jurisdiction of the Local Build- 
ing Trades Council." 

Referred to Committee on Law's. 

Resolution No. 13 — By Delegates John 
T. Taggart and Wm. J. McSorley, of the 
Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers* Interna- 
tional Union: 

To the Officers and Members of the First 

Annual Convention of the Building 

Trades Department of the American 

Federation of Labor. 

Greeting: We. the delegates of the 
Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers' Inter- 
national Union, do hereby enter a pro- 
test against the action of the Building 
Trades Council of San Francisco, inas- 
much as they have endorsed the action 
of Local No. 78, of the Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers' Internationa] 
Union, who have seen fit to place a fine 
upon twenty -five or thirty men who were 
previously affiliated with that organiza- 
tion and who saw fit to become affiliated 
also with the Wood, Wire and Metal 
Lathers' International Union, owing to the 
fact that they would not be eligible to 
work at that portion of our trade which 
covers light iron furring, outside of San 
Francisco, until they became affiliated 
with the Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers' 
International Union; and 

WHEREAS, The Building Trades Coun- 
cil of San Francisco has at all times rec- 
ognized the right of its affiliated members 
to carry more than one card, if they so 
desire; and 

WHEREAS, The Building Trades Coun- 
cil has gone on record as agreeing to refer 
this matter to the First Annual Conven- 
tion of the Building Trades Department 
for final settlement; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Convention as- 
sembled instruct the Building Trades 
Council of San Francisco to order the 
aforesaid fines remitted. 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 



Resolution No. 14r>-By Delegates F. M, 
Ryan, J. T. Butler and J. H. Barry. In- 
ternational Association of Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers: 

To the Officers and Delegates of the First 
Annual Convention of the Building 
Trades Department of the American 
Federation of Labor. 
WHEREAS. Jurisdiction disputes have 
arisen from time to time between mem- 
bers of the International Association of 
Bridge and Structural Iron Workers and 
International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers over the erection of steel towers 
for the support of power transmission ca- 
bles; also over the erection of steel frames 
for switchboards; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the First Annual Con- 
vention of the Building Trades Depart* 
ment, that the President of this Depart- 
ment be instructed to arrange for a Joint 
meeting of three representatives of eacb 
organization, said meeting to be called 
within sixty (60) days after the adjourn- 
ment of this Convention. The President 
of this Department to preside and to act 
as concllator in an effort to agree on de- 
marcation lines, so as to settle any exist- 
ing or future disputes. 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 

Resolution No. 15— By Delegate J. H. 
Barry, Bridge and Structural Iron Work- 
ers, and Delegate J. A. Murray, Cement 
Workers : 

WHEREAS, There now exists in the 
city of St. Louis, Mo., a central organiza- 
tion known as the Building Trades Coun- 
cil, composed of fourteen (14) trades thai 
are eligible to membership in the Build- 
ing Trades Department; and 

WHEREAS, The above-mentioned coun- 
cil, at a regular meeting held November 
18. 1908, decided by a majority vote to ap- 
ply to the Building Trades Department 
for affiliation; and 

WHEREAS, Application for charter, ac- 
companied by charter fee, is now in the 
hands of the Secretary and Treasurer; 
and 

WHEREAS, We believe that by issuing 
a charter to the St. Louis Building 
Trades Conncil all the Building Trades 
of that city will be brought together, 
thereby forming a strong, harmonious 
and effective council; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be, and is, herewith Instructed to im- 
mediately forward charter to the Building 
Trades Council of St. Louis. 

Referred to Committee on Local and 
State Organizations. 

Resolution No. 16— By Delegate Charle» 
H. Leps, International Union Ceramic^ 
Mosaic and Encaustic Tile Layers: 

WHEREAS, There exist Local Unions 
of Tile Layers and Helpers in the city 
of San Francisco who are not aflUiated 
with the Ceramic, Mosaic and Encaustic 
Tile Layers' and Helpers' Internationiu 
Union; and 
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WHEREAS, The two locals mentioned 
are Affiliated with the State Building 
Trades Council of California, chartered 
by this Department; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Council men- 
tioned be requested to use its influence 
toward the end that these two locals shall 
become affiliated with their International 
Union. 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 

Resolution No. 17— By Delegates of the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paperhangers of America: 

WHEREAS. Among the members of 
Local Unions, formerly affiliated with the 
Amalgamated Woodworkers' International 
Union, which have recently been trans- 
ferred to. the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners, are many men en- 
gaged in Tarnishing or otherwise finish- 
ing wood, and who are now working in 
factories and upon buildings and carry- 
ing a Carpenters* card; and 

WHEREAS, These men properly belong 
to the Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 
and Paperhangers of America; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the United Brother- 
hood .of Carpenters and Joiners of Amer- 
ica be instructed to transfer all of its 
members engaged in the finishing of wood 



to the Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 
and Paperhangers of America within sixty 
days of its receiving notification to that 
effect from the Secretary of this Conven- 
tion. Such notification to be made imme- 
diately upon its adjournment. 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 

Resolution No. 18 — By Delegates of the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paperhangers of America: 

WHEREAS, All glazing for and on 
buildings has been granted to the Brother- 
hood of Painters, Decorators and Paper- 
hangers of America; and 

WHEREAS, Other trades are infringing 
upon the rights of this organization by 
doing this work, thereby violating the 
principles of this Department; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That this Convention here- 
by declares that all glazing shall be done 
by glaziers affiliated with the Brotherhood 
of Painters, Decorators and Paperhangers 
of America exclusively. 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 

At 5:30 the Convention was adjourned 
to reconvene at 9 a. m., Wednesday, No- 
vember 25. 
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THIRD DAY— Wednesday Morning Seuion 



The Conyention was called to order at 
© a. m., Wednesday, November 25th, Presi- 
dent Klrby In the chair. 

ABSENTEES : Delegates McLaughlin, 
•Clifford, Fay, Feeney, Hannahan, Price, 
O'Connep. Cook. 

Secretary Spencer read the following 
telegram : 

"LoniSTille, Ky., Jjovember 24. 1908. 
*'Wm. J. Spencer, Secretary Building 
. Trades Department, Denver, Colo.: 

"Charges preferred against delegates 
who signed protest. Will be unseated 
unless prompt action, by the Department. 
(Signed) "J. E. MERRICK." 

The President referred the telegram to 
the Resolutions Committed, to be consid- 
-ered with the protest already in their 
thands. 

Vice-President Leps in the chair. 

Delegate Featherston, Secretary of the 
Committee on President's Report, con- 
tinued to report as follows: 

Fourth. Your committee is of the 
opinion that Section 35 of the Constitu- 
tion should be changed so as to make 
It coitapulsory upon the part of the affili- 
ated International Unions to compel their 
subordinate local unions to become affili- 
ated with the Local Councils of the De- 
£artment and with the Central Labor 
Anions. 



On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in, the vote be- 
ing unanimous. 

Fifth. We, your committee, concur m 
the recommendation that Local Depart- 
ments be represented, and recommend that 
the Laws Committee submit a law cover- 
ing the same. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be concurred 
In. 

Delegate Arnold opposed the recommen- 
dation of the committee, and said in part: 
"If we allow delegates from the State 
Councils and Local Branches to be seated 
here, on an aye and nay vote they will 
always have the majority. We do not 
wish to ask for a roll call on every ques- 
tion, but it will be necessary if they are 
seated. I think the recommendation 
should be turned over to the Laws Com- 
mittee.*' 

Delegate Ryan spoke in opposition to 
the report of the committee, and said In 
part: "If you adopt this you will do 
something that has brought trouble to 
similar organizations in the past. Yon 
will give double representation to some 
crafts. You can see the result of this 
sort of representation in the American 
Federatloii ot li»\»Qx Cwi.-s'iTSLWwsL. 
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though a man is elected to represent a 
state or local body, he has the interests 
of his own organization in mind; you 
can see -^hat in every move. There is 
not a craft affiliated with this Depart- 
ment that is not getting representation 
for its members. When we formed this 
Department we fixed the basis of repre- 
sentation as best we could. Now let us 
go along for a year or two at least and 
see how it works out. I want the De- 
partment to be effective In promoting the 
interests of the building crafts, and I 
want to see it go along on lines that will 
be lasting and that will appeal to every- 
one connected with it as being a fair 
deal to all concernM. We have every 
branch that is eligible seated and repre- 
sented directly. There can be no argu- 
ment raised of taxation without repre- 
sentation." 

Delegate Costello — In the event the re- 
port is adopted and the local councils 
are given representation In this Conven- 
tion, will this Convention recoginze dele- 
gates of organizations not affiliated with 
this Department? 

Chairman Leps — Not if the law is 
obeyed. The Constitution provides tu 
Section S that no organization shall be 
entitled to representation unless such or- 
ganization is in good standing in the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Delegate Costello — You are going to pa»8 
something that will not be in accord with 
the law you have Just read. The recom- 
mendation does not provide that that law 
shall be complied with. 

Chairman Leps — The recommendation Is 
that the committee report in favor of 
the President's recommendation that local 
councils be given representation In this 
body with one vote, and that then the 
matter shall be referred to the Committee 
on Laws to bring it in In proper shape. 
The matter reported by the committee 
does not Invalidate that law. 

Delegate Costello — This app ies to Inter- 
national Unions rather than local coub- 
cils. There is not a word In the Consti- 
tution about the local councils having 
representation. A local council is affili- 
ated with this Department; therefore the 
delegates to that council would be affili- 
ated with this Department, whether or 
not their International organizations weie 
affiliated with it. Would it not be pob- 
Bible for a delegate to come to this Con- 
weiatJoa from a. local council, even though 



his International organisation was not 
affiliated directly with this Department? 

Chairman Leps — No one can be seated 
here unless his International Union is 
affiliated with the Building Trades De- 
partment. 

Delegate Breidenbach discussed the ques- 
tion, and said In part: "If this Is to be 
referred to the Committee on Laws, we 
are putting ourselves In the position of 
discussing It twice. The only thing be- 
fore the house is the adoption of the re- 
port of the committee. I am opposed to 
that. I don't believe you ought to adopt 
this and then ask the Committee on Laws 
to conform to the recommendation of this 
committee. I don't think it is within the 
province of the Committee on President's 
Report to forestall the action of the Com- 
mittee on Laws." 

Delegate McCarthy, in discussing the 
question, said In part: "The recom- 
mendation of the chair is a good one, be- 
cause it calls to our attention what should 
be done. He has not gone into the matter 
and stated what we should do to carry 
out these things. It Is up to us. This 
organization is working under laws which 
ought not to be changed for some time. 
But as your organization increases, and 
as every county and every state will form 
councils, your national Convention will be 
better attended, for the men belonging to 
the building trades will see to It that rep- 
resentatives of their local councils will 
attend them. The men who will attend^ 
whether they be from the Iron Workers, 
the Carpenters, or any other organization, 
will be members of the local and state 
councils and will know better than any 
one else what to do for their interests ana 
for the interests of organized labor as s 
whole. The idea advanced by the chair 
is a good one, but it is for us to figure 
it out." 

Delegate Duncan, In discussing the re- 
port, said: "I would regret It exceedingly 
if the report of the committee should be 
adopted. I would consider it one of the 
great mistakes of this Convention. I 
would urge with all the power that is 
in me that the delegates vote down this 
report. If it had been known when the 
American Federation of Labor was or-* 
ganlzed that such representation would 
assume the position and the proportion 
it has at the present time, local bodies 
would never have been seated. Men be- 
longing to National and International 
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Unions who have been 'giying the matter 
atten^n- for years past, esp^B^aJIy when 
there were contentions between' organiza- 
tions, hare found central bodies agitating 
for months, not upon the business for 
which they were organized, but upon a 
rivalry between two contending organiza- 
tions as to the election of delegates to 
the American Federation of Labor Con- 
rention. We haxre found International 
officers urging through circulars and let- 
ters from their headquarters that their 
local unions do the best they could to 
have delegates elected, so they might have 
the advantage of the additional number 
of delegates on the floor of the American 
Federation of Labor Convention. If local 
councils are to be represented here, there 
will be nothing different from the experi- 
ence of the American Federation of La- 

In discussing the report of the com- 
mittee. Delegate McSorley said in part: 
"The committee did not think anyone 
better qualified than President Kirby to 
make such a recommendation. For the 
past two or three years it has been his 
business to go out to these local depart- 
ments and get the opinion of the rank 
and file in the different localities on these 
Questions. While I am not an ardent 
supporter of the proposition, I think he 
presented the recommendation in good 
faith. I think it would be good policy 
sometimes to bring some of those dele- 
gates here in order to get the opinion 
of the rank and file. Legislation from 
the top down does not always work out 
harmoniously. 

Secretary Spencer, in discussing the re- 
port, said in part: "I do not believe the 
local Building Trades Councils have any 
right to be seated in the Convention of 
a Building Trades Department composed 
of National and International Unions. 
There are fifty-six or fifty-eight delegates 
here today. We have today in the neigh- 
borhood of seventy -five or eighty local 
departments. If they were all reiJresented 
here today the voting strength of the In- 
ternationals would pass into the local de- 
partments. The representatives of the In- 
ternationals are the men best versed in 
the affairs of the building trades and best 
qualified to legislate for their interests. 
We have in this Convention executive offi- 
cers of every International union affiliated 
with the Department. The opinions of 
those men, who are confronted with the 
affairs of their local unions every dny In 



the week, would pass for nothing when 
compared with the vote of the local, coun- 
cils, yet these men are paid for their abil- 
ity and Judgment in disposing of local 
disputes throughout the country. I am 
opposed to local councils being repre- 
sented in this Convention of the Building 
Trades Department." 

President Kirby discussed the question 
briefly, and said in part: "When I wrote 
this report I did not have in mind the 
individual who would represent us. I gave 
no thought as to whether he would be a 
carpenter, an iron worker, a painter, or 
who he might be. It seems strange to me 
that we are afraid of the men at home. 
The recommendation I made carries with 
it protection against the things you are 
afraid of if it is carried out. It recom- 
mends that each International delegate 
be given one hundred or two hundred 
votes. I anticipated, if it were adopted, 
that it would go to the Laws Committee, 
and that they would provide against the 
calamities that have been enumerated here. 
I have given a great deal of thought and 
personal investigation to this matter. I 
believe . ft will be for the good of the 
building trades interests if the individuals 
from the local councils shall be present. 
I think the proper thing to do with these 
recommendations is to refer them to the 
Laws Committee without debate." 

Delegate Featherston discussed the re^ 
port of the committee, and said in part: 
"I am heartily in accord with the senti- 
ment the President expressed. I do not 
see that the International officers are any 
better qualified to do the business of this 
body than the local men who are tangled 
up in local affairs and understand them 
thoroughly. We have two of our national 
officers here, the rest are local men, and 
all we know of the game is the state oil 
local affairs. We are no better qualified 
to know about the conditions of our trade 
than the man from the loc^il council 
would be. No one is better qualified to 
sit on the floor of a Building Trades Con- 
vention and legislate for the trades than 
the man .in the local council." 

On motion of Delegate Skemp. debate 
was closed. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was lost. 

Delegate Featherston continued the re- 
port of the committee, as follows: 

Sixth. The committee recommend that 
the part of lli«i Pt^^\^«iw\!^ t^\»vix\. ^^-^x- 
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\ng with maklDc rules for local councils 
be referred to tiie Committee ou Laws. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Serenth. In regard to the miUter of 
local laws of the Department interfering 
with the laws of the yarious organizations, 
the committee believe that the laws of the 
local departments are paramount to any 
laws of the yariouti organizations affili- 
ated. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was discussed briefly by Delegates Feath- 
erston, Ryan, Duncan and Secretary Spen- 
cer. 

On motion of Delegate Sulliyan the 
recommendation of the committee was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Laws. 

Eighth. The committee repommend that 
the Philadelphia matter be referred to the 
Committee on Adjustment. 

On motion the recommendation of tne 
committee was concurred in. 

Ninth. The New York matter, we are 
pleased to report, hus been settled to the 
satisfaction or all concerned. As the mat- 
ter has already lieen settled amicably, 
and is in the hands of the organizations 
for a referendum vote, we will make no 
further recommendation. 

On motion the report of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Tenth. We recommend that the or- 
ganizations in Buffalo, N. Y., be instructed 
to live up to Section 35 of the Constitution 
•f this Department. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Ryan — I move as an amend- 
ment that a time limit be set. They have 
been given those instrnctions before and 
they have not been carried out. I would 
fix the limit at January 1st. and provide 
that their charter be revoked if it is not 
settled by that time. 

The amendment offered by Delegate 
Byan was seconded. 

President Klrby — I believe a resolution 
regarding that matter has been submitted 
to the Committee on Adjustment. 

Chairman Leps — If there are no objec- 
tions this matter will also be referred to 
the Committee on Adjustment. 

Delegate Featherston — Is it the under- 
standing that the Convention concurs in 
this recommendatlou and refers it to the 
committee ? 

Chairman Leps — It is referred without 
recomjnejida tioD. 



Eleventh. In relation to the conditions 
existing in the city of Pittsburg, Pa., your 
committee recommend that the matter be 
referred to your incoming officers, they to 
do their utmost to straighten it out. 

The question was discussed by Delegate 
McNulty. who urged that positive actioD 
be taken by the incoming officers in re- 
gard to the Iron City Trades Counellr 
which, he stated, was fostering a dual or- 
ganization of the Electrical Workers. 

Delegate O'Sullivan discussed the ques- 
tion at some length, and spoke of the 
condition of certain of the building trades 
that were affected by the Iron City Trade» 
Council. 

On motion the report of the committee 
was adopted. 

Twelfth. Your committee concur in the 
recommendation of our President in re- 
gard to government work, |ind recommend 
that it be referred to the incoming officers 
to have such a law as he recommends 
enacted. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

The question was discussed by Delegate 
Ryan, who spoke in favor of the report 
of the committee. 

Delegate Duncan discussed the report 
for some time, speaking in favor of legis* 
lation in favor of the eight-hour law, but 
oposing the enactment of a minimum wage 
law. 

Delegate Skemp spoke in favor of the 
report of the committee. 

Delegate Huddell discussed the question, 
in a general way, and stated that more- 
could be gained through thorough organ- 
ization of the crafts than through legis- 
lation. 

Delegate Featherston spoke in favor of 
the recommendation of the committee. 

President Kirby spoke in favor of the 
report of the committee, and discussed 
the question in a general way. 

Delegate McNulty discussed the ques- 
tion in a general way, and spoke of the 
methods employed by some departments 
of the government in fixing the wages of 
employes. 

The question was also discussed at some 
length by Delegates Evans, McCarthy and 
Keough. 

Delegate Duncan moved as an amend* 
ment that the paragraph of the President's 
report under discussion read: "Now, I am 
of the opinion, that if a law establishing; 
the number of hours a man shall work 



REPORT OF PROCEEDIXOS. 



45 



on goyernment eontractn, whether per- 
formed pn government works or else- 
where, can l>e establiKhed and enforced 
on a maximum work day of eight hourH, 
some concerted action on the part of the 
building trades could be brought about 
and much good could be done in that 
direction. I am also of the opinion that 
it would not be hard to bring about the 
passage of such a law, for the govern- 
ment, .when doing work itself, always com- 
plies with local conditions, with possible 
exceptions, very rare and easily adjusted, 
and if this were done we could easily 
control the situation. And I recommend 
that the incoming officers be instructed 
to take such steps as, in their judgment, 
they deem proper towards securing the 
passage of a law on the lines above men- 
tioned." 

The amendment offered by Delegate 
Duncan was seconded. 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegate McLaughlin, Delegate McSorley, 
Delegate Skemp and Delegate Duncan. 

On motion of Delegate Feeney debate 
was closed. • 

The amendment offered by Delegate 
Duncan was lost by a vote of 25 to 13. 

The motion to concur in the recommen- 
dation of the committee was carried. 

Delegate Featherston, for the commit- 
tee, continued the report, as follows: 

Thirteenth. Your committee are of the 
opinion that strict discipline should pre- 
vail in accordance with the laws of tnis 
Department, and recommend that where 
local departments fail to comply with the 
laws that their charters be revoked. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Fourteenth. Your committee concurs in 
the recommendation of the l*re8ident In 
regard to working cards, and recommend 
that this matter be referred to the By- 
Laws Committee to submit a law covering 
the subject. 

Delegate Costello — Is it possible to get 
a list of the organisations that did not 
favor this, as well as a list of those who 
did? 

Secretary Spencer — The matter was not 
submitted to the organizations, but to the 
organisers. 

President Kirby — I corresponded with all 
the organizers as far as I could. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Fifteenth. I'^our committee r^ommend 
that the question of legislation in the vari- 
ous states to protect our members against 



bodily injury and financial loss be referred 
to the incoming Executive Council to draft 
a law and submit the same to the state 
and local bodies to have enacted into law 
In their various states. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Ryan — I do not see how the 
officers of the Department can draft a 
law unless they get detailed information 
in regard to the subject. The Building 
Trades Committee of the American Fea- 
eration of Labor of the Norfolk Conven- 
tion introduced a resolution calling on 
the Federation officials to seek informa- 
tion from all states as to the laws in 
effect in those states. After getting the 
information they were to get good legal 
talent to draft a law they could ask the 
trade unionists in all states to get be- 
hind and get enacted. In the report of 
the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor it was stated that 
they got very meagre information. This 
Department needs to stir up the member- 
ship in regard to this question, for we 
are directly affected by it. Get the infor- 
mation direct from each state as to what 
the law is, then havp good legal talent 
to draft a law that will 'be beneficial all 
around, and all get behind it and see that 
it is enacted. The Federation officials 
have not been able to get sufficient in- 
formation to intelligently work on such 
a law. 

Delegate McCarthy — In California the 
State Federation and the Building Trades 
Council are going to see that we get such 
a law. If they do not get it, it will be 
because some influence stronger than ours 
will prevail. As it is now the casualty 
man takes the contractor in hand, the 
contractor gets careless, the insurance 
company fights the workman in court, and 
in ninety -nine cases out of a hundred 
beats them. We have had cases in court 
we have been fighting for four years. 

Delegate Crampton — I introduced a mo- 
tion in the form of a resolution before 
the BnUding Trades Committee in the 
Minneapolis Convention. The report was 
made by the Executive Council at Nor- 
folk. If I. am not mistaken the Execu- 
tive Council of the Ameri<%n Federation 
of Labor has still under consideration 
this matter, but they have not received 
from organizations sufficient information 
upon which to base a uniform law for 
the different states. 1 think we sho^Vl 
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that these several matters may be amlc- 
i^bly adjusted through the efforts of your 
Department now in Convention assembled 
in this city. 

Your attention is further called to the 
report of the Committee on Building 
Trades to the Convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor on Saturday, 
November 21, 1908, as appearing on pages 
244. and 245 of the Official Proceedings of 
that day's session. 

As you will note by referring to the 
proceedings of the eleventh day's ses- 
sion of the Convention, copy of which is 
handed you herewith, after the comple- 
tion of the report of the Building Trades 
Committee, the chair inquired "if the 
committee had given consideratitm to the 
matter referred to it in regard to the 
issuance of charters to State Branches." 
In reply. Delegate Huber. chairman of 
the committee, stated "that the com- 
mittee was unable to say whether the 
Building Trades Department had or had 
not refused to issue charters to State 
Branches," whereupon Delegate Duncan 
moved as an amendment tp th6 report of 
the committee, "that the American Fed- 
eration of Labor adhere to the conditions 
upon which the Norfolk Convention de- 
cided to organize the Building Trades De- 
partment, and that the Building Trades 
Department is expected to comply with 
the action of the Norfolk Convention." 

Delegate Duncan's amendment was 
adopted, and therefore the action of the 
Convention for the guidance of the Build- 
ing Trades Department of the American 
Federation of Labor in this matter. 

In addition to the other matters to which 
reference is made above, and which are 
handed you herewith, I also hand you 
copy of Official "Proceedings of the Norfolk 
Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor, and would refer you to the report 
of the Building Trades Committee, which 
appears on pages 302 and 303. 
Fraternally yours. 

SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President. American Federation of Labor. 

The committee reported concurrence in 
the action of the Executive Council, as 
stated In the following portion of their 
report, and recommended that it be re- 
ferred to the Building Trades Depart- 
ment for adjustment and drawing the line 
of demarcation : 

PLUMBERS— STEAM FITTERS. 

The subject matter of Resolution No. 
66 refers to the dispute between the 
United Association of Plumbers. Gas Fit- 
ters, Steam Fitters, and Steam Fitters* 
Helpers of the United States and Canada, 
and the International Association of Steam 
and Hot Water Fitters and Helpers of 
America, and provides that three repre- 
sentatives from each organization meet 
with a representative of the American 
Federation of Labor for the purpose of 
arranging an agreement defining the Jur- 
isdiction of the two organizations. 

This conference was held at headquar- 
ters at Washington between the repre- 
sentatives of the above-named organfza- 
iions nnd President Oonipers. No agree- 



ment having been reached between the 
representatives of the. organisations in 
question, the Executive Council having 
considered the matter, decided that the 
subject matter be referred to the Denver 
Convention, with the recommendation that 
it be referred to the Building Trades De- 
partment of the American Federation of 
Labor for adjustment. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be- adopted. 

To the report of the committee Delegate 
Costello offered the following amendment: 

"The committee recommend that the sug- 
gestion of the Exeevtlve Council, with 
the reference to the International Asso- 
ciation of Steam and Hot Water Fitters 
and Helpers, be adopted. We further rec- 
ommend that the Building Trades Depart- 
ment, assembled in Convention in Denver. 
Colo., November 23,;1908, outline the Juris- 
diction of the organization of the Inter- 
national Association of Steam and Hot 
Water Fitters and Helpers of America and 
the United Association of Plumbers, Gas 
Fitters, St^am Fitters and Steam Fitters* 
Helpers of the United States and Canada. 
This shall be done immediately in order 
to promote harmony among the members 
of the two organizations, and to protect 
the interests of both trades in accordance 
with the laws of the American Federation 
of Labor." (Seconded.) 

In the amendment, as offered by Dele- 
gate Costello, the titles of the organiza- 
• tlons were abbreviated. At the request 
of Delegate Tracy the titles were given 
in full. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Alpine, Mangan, Tracy, Costello. 
Leonard and Sullivan (J. J.). 

The amendment offered by Delegate 
Costello was adopted, and the report of 
the committee, as amended, was adopted. 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 

The committee recommended that the 
following portion of the report of the 
Executive Council be referred to the Build- 
ing Trades Department for adjustment: 

WOOD, WIRE AND METAL LATHERS- 
BRIDGE AND STRUCTURAL 
IRON WORKERS. 

The subject matter of Resolution No. 
110, which deals with the dispute between 
the above-named organizations, having 
been considered by the Executive Council. 
It was decided that this matter be re- 
ferred to the Denver Convention, with the 
recommendation that the subject matter 
be referred to the Building Trades De- 
partment of the American Federation of 
Labor for adjudication. The officers of 
both organizations were so notified, and 
Secretary-Treasurer Brandt of the Inter- 
national Union of Wood, Wire and Metal 
Lathers made the request. "That you set 
forth in full the action of your Executive 
Board on this question, which took place 
in March, 1907. and also set forth the 
action of the Norfolk Convention on this 
question ))y quoting the action of the 
Building Trades Committee in this dis- 
pute, which can be done by quoting the 
report of that committee." In the event 
of the Convention adopting the recom- 
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vnendation of the ExccutlTe Council, all 
the papers in this matter, will be referred 
to the Buildin^r Trades Department, thus 
complying with the request of Secretary- 
Treasurer Brandt. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
•committee was concurred in. 

EXTRACT FROM MINUTES EXECU- 
TIVE COUNCIL MEETING, 
MARCH, 1907. 

On the complaint of the Wood, Wire 
4ind Metal Lathers* International Union 
aeainst the Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers* International Association for in- 
fringing upon their Jurisdiction, it was 
•decided that the claims of the. Wood, Wire 
and Metal Lathers be sustained, and that 
in communicating this decision to the 
officers of the Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers' International Association, their 
attention be called- to the change made in 
their Constitution by which they extend 
their Jurisdiction over "all wire work,*' 
without notice of their intention being 
lodged with the officers of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 

The committee recommend that the fol- 
lowing portion of the report of the Ezecu- 
tire Council be referred to the Building 
Trades Department for adjustment: 

HOD CARRIERS AND BUILDING LA- 
BORERS—BROTHERHOOD OF 
CEMENT WORKERS. 

Upon the subject matter contained in 
Resolution No. 47, relative to the Juris- 
diction dispute between the above-named 
organizations, a conference was held be- 
tween their representatives at Washing- 
ton, and no agreement was reached. 

The Executive Council has given this 
matter its attention, and we recommended 
that the matter be referred to this Con- 
vention, with the further reeommendation 
that it be referred by you to the Building 
Trades Department of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor for adjustment. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

The question was discussed briefly by 
Delegate D*Alessandro, Delegate Stem- 
burgh and Delegate Murray. 

The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 

Resolution No. 30 — By Delegate Eugene 
Merz, of the Pittsburg Central Labor 
Council : 

WHEREAS, The International Associa- 
tion of Steam. Hot Water and Power Pipe 
Fitters and Helpers of Pittsburg, Local 
No. 218. is and has been the duly recog- 
nized local of Steam Fitters and Helpers 
in the city of Pittsburg; and 

WHEREAS, The luternational Associa- 
tion of Steam, Hot Water and Power Pipe 
Fitters and Helpers are afBliated with the 
American Federation of Labor through a 
charter which grants to them the JurlR- 
dlctlon over steam fitters and helpers; 
and 



WHEREAS, The United Association 
Plumbers* Local No. 27, through its or- 
ganizers, is trying to disrupt the labor 
movement in the city of Pittsburg by en- 
deavoring to create discord among the 
Steam Fitters and Helpers, and also 
trying to create a dual local to No. 218 
of the International Association; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Iron City Cen- 
tral Trades Council do hereby protest 
against such work being agitated in the 
city of Pittsburg by the representatives 
of United Association Plumbers* Local 
No. 27. in disturbing the labor conditions 
that now exist, and hampering the best 
interests of the labor movement in gen- 
eral; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the actipns of the 
United Association Plumbers in disturb- 
ing the conditions and forming dual lo- 
cals of Steam Fitters and Helpers be 
stopped by the American Federation of 
Labor, and that the Convention so order. 

Referred to Building Trades Depart- 
ment. 

The committee reported concurrence in 
the resolution and recommended that it 
be referred to the Building Trades De- 
partment.' 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 

Resolution No. 2 — By Delegates William 
Fyfe and Herbert Crampton, Amalga- 
mated Society of Carpenters: 

WHEREAS, The Building Trades Coun- 
cil of Denver, Colo., has refused to seat 
the elected delegates of the Denver First 
Branch of The Amalgamated Society of 
Carpenters and Joiners; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Federation in- 
struct the officers of the Building Trades 
Department, American Federation of La- 
bor, to order the seating of said dele- 
gates as per Section 2 of Article XI., of 
the Constitution, of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

Referred to Committee on Building 
Trades. 

Resolution No. 2— By Delegates William 
Fyfe and Herbert Crampton, Amalgamated 
Society of Carpenters: 

WHEREAS, The Building Trades Coun- 
cil of Denver, Colo., has refused to seat 
the elected delegates of the Denver First 
Branch of the Amalgamated Society of 
Carpenters and Joiners; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Federation in- 
struct the officers of the Building Trades 
Department, American Federation of La- 
bor, to order the seating of said dele- 
gates as per Section 2 of Article XI., of 
the Constitution of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

The committee recommended that the 
matter be referred to the Building Trades 
Department for adjustment. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the eommittee be 
concurred i^n. 

Delegate. Fyfe and Delecratc Crampton 
spoke in opposition to tl\e vv>\s<s>:V^ --n^ VVa. 
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committee, and argued that the matter 
ishould be settled by the Convention. 

Delegate Duffy (Frank) and Delegate 
Haber spoke in favor of the report of the 
committee. 

The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 

At the afternoon session the following 
resolutions were introduced and referred 
by President Kirby to the proper com- 
mittees : 

Resolution No. 12 — By Delegates Cramp- 
ton and Fyfo, of the Amalgamated So- 
ciety of Carpenters: 

To amend Section 35, on page 10, Con- 
stitution and By-Laws of this Depart- 
ment, by adding the words, "Provided, 
however, that every Local Union affiliated 
with this Department shall not be de- 
prived of its representation should no Dis- 
trict Council of its organisation exist 
within the Jurisdiction of the Local Build- 
ing Trades Council." 

Referred to Committee on Law's. 

Resolution No. IS—By Delegates John 
T. Taggart and Wm. J. McSorley, of the 
Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers' Interna- 
tional Union: 

To the Officers and Members of the First 

Annual Convention of the Building 

Trades Department of the American 

Federation of Labor. 

Greeting: We. the delegates of the 
Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers' Inter- 
national Union, do hereby enter a pro- 
test against the action of the Building 
Trades Council of San Francisco, inas- 
much as they have endorsed the action 
of Local No. 78, of the Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers' Internationa] 
Union, who have seen fit to place a fine 
upon twenty-five or thirty men who were 
previously affiliated with that organiza- 
tion and who saw fit to become affiliated 
also with the Wood, Wire and Metal 
Lathers' International Union, owing to the 
fact that they would not be eligible to 
work at that portion of our trade which 
covert light iron furring, outside of San 
Francisco, until they became affiliated 
with the Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers' 
International Union; and 

WHEREAS, The Building Trades Coun- 
cil of San Francisco has at all times rec- 
ognized the right of its affiliated members 
to carry more than one card, if they so 
desire; and 

WHEREAS, The Building Trades Coun- 
cil has gone on record as agreeing to refer 
this matter to the First Annual Conven- 
tion of the Building Trades Department 
for final settlement; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Convention as- 
sembled instruct the Building Trades 
Council of San Francisco to order the 
aforesaid fines remitted. 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 



Resolution No. 14^By Delegates F. M. 
Ryan, J. T. Butler and J. H. Barry. In- 
ternational Association of Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers: 

To the Officers and Delegates of the First 
Annual Convention of the Building 
Trades Department of the American 
Federation of Labor. 
WHEREAS. Jurisdiction disputes have 
arisen from time to time between mem- 
bers of the International Association of 
Bridge and Structural Iron Workers and 
International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers over the erection of steel towers 
for the support of power transmission ca- 
bles; also over the erection of steel frames 
for switchboards; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the First Annual Con- 
vention of the Building Trades Depart- 
ment, that the President of this Depart- 
ment be instructed to arrange for a Joint 
meeting of three representatives of each 
organization, said meeting to be called 
within sixty (60) days after the adjourn- 
ment of this Convention. The President 
of this Department to preside and to act 
as concilator in an effort to agree on de- 
marcation lines, so as to settle any exist- 
ing or future disputes. 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 

Resolution No. 15— By Delegate J. H. 
Barry, Bridge and Structural Iron Work- 
ers, and Delegate J. A. Murray. Cement 
Workers : 

WHEREAS, There now exists in the 
city of St. Louis, Mo., a central organiza- 
tion known as the Building Trades Coun- 
cil, composed of fourteen (14) trades that 
are eligible to membership in the Build- 
ing Trades Department; and 

WHEREAS, The above-mentioned coun- 
cil, at a regular meeting held November 
18. 1908, decided by a majority vote to ap- 
ply to the Building Trades Department 
for affiliation; and 

WHEREAS, Application for charter, ac- 
companied by charter fee, is now in the 
hands of the Secretary and Treasurer? 
and 

WHEREAS, We believe that by issuing 
a charter to the St. Louis Building 
Trades Council all the Building Trades 
of that city will be brought together, 
thereby forming a strong, harmonious 
and effective council; therefore, be It 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be, and is, herewith instructed to im- 
mediately forward charter to the Building 
Trades Council of St. Louis. 

Referred to Committee on Local and 
State Organizations. 

Resolution No. 16— -By Delegate Charles 
H. Leps, International Union CeramlCr 
Mosaic and Encaustic Tile Layers: 

WHEREAS, There exist Local Unions 
of Tile Layers and Helpers In the city 
of San Francisco who are not affiliated 
with the Ceramic, Mosaic and Encaustic 
Tile Layers' and Helpers* Internationit* 
Union; and 
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WHEREAS, The two locals mentioned 
are Affiliated with the State Building 
Trades Council of California, chartered 
by this Department; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the Council men- 
tioned be requested to use its influence 
toward the end that these two locals shall 
become affiliated with their International 
Union. 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment 

Resolution No. 17— By Delegates of the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paperhangers of America: 

WHEREAS. Among the members of 
Local Unions, formerly affiliated with the 
Amalgamated Woodworkers* International 
Union, which have recently been trans- 
ferred to. the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners, are many men en- 
gaged in Tarnishing or otherwise finish- 
ing wood, and who are now working in 
factories and upon buildings and carry- 
ing a Carpenters* card; and 

WHEREAS, These men properly belong 
to the Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 
and Paperhangers of America; therefore, 
be It 

RESOLVED, That the United Brother- 
hood .of Carpenters and Joiners of Amer- 
ica be Instructed to transfer nil of its 
members engaged in the finishing of wood 



to the Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 
and Paperhangers of America within sixty 
days of its receiving notification to that 
effect from the Secretary of this Conven- 
tion. Such notification to be made Imme- 
diately upon its adjournment. 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 

Resolution No. 18 — By Delegates of the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paperhangers of America: 

WHEREAS, All glazing for and on 
buildings has been granted to the Brother- 
hood of Painters, Decorators and Paper- 
hangers of America; and 

WHEREAS, Other trades are Infringing 
upon the rights of this organisation by 
doing this work, thereby violating the 
principles of this Department; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That this Convention here- 
by declares that all glazing shall be done 
by glaziers affiliated with the Brotherhood 
of Painters, Decorators and Paperhangers 
of America exclusively. 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 

At 5:30 the Convention was adjourned 
to reconvene at 9 a. m.. Wednesday, No- 
vember 25. 
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on by the Convention and is approved of 
by the committee. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred In. 

Section 15, under the caption, "Proposed 
Amalsaraatlon of tlie International Build- 
ing Trades Council with the Building 
Trades Department, is approved of by the 
committee. 

On motion the report of the committer 
was concurred in. 

Section 10, in regard to the application 
from the city of St. Louis for a charter 
in the Building Trades Department, etc. 

Delegate Hcdrlck — The committee will 
ask that action be deferred until we can 
give the St. Louis men a hearing. 

It was taken by consent that the mat- 
ter be deferred. 

Delegate Hcdrlck — That completes the 
partial report of the Committee on Re- 
port of the Executive Council. 

REPORT OF AD.TUSTMENT COM- 
MITTEE. 

Delegate McNulty, Secretary of the com- 
mittee, reported as follows: 

We, your Adjustment Committee, beg 
leave to report the following in the case 
of the protest filed with this Convention 
against the seating of H. A. Stemburgh, 
D. D'Alessandro and Jerry Cooper, as rep- 
resentatives of the Hod Carriers* and La- 
borers* International Union: That they 
be seated with voice and full votes, and 
that we deplore the unbusinesslike meth- 
ods employed in the management of the 
dffairs of that organization, and believe 
it Is impossible to maintain an Interna- 
tional organization \^here such loose busi- 
ness methods of management are practiced, 
and as a remedy for the existing evil, we 
strongly advise that all local unions and 
factions of the organization, and all inde- 
pendent local unions of Hod Carriers and 
Building Laborers which should belong 
. to the Hod Carriers* and Laborers* Inter- 
national Union, should be brought to- 
gether through the usual methods into 
an amalgamated or reorganized union, and, 
as a means to this end, this Department 
memorialize the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor to Instruct 
the Qeneral and Local Organizers of tiie 
American Federation of Labor to give 

Erompt attention to the organizing of all 
od carriers and laborers now unorganized 
and affiliate them with the Hod Carriers' 
and Laborers* International Union; and 
we further recommend that a Convention, 
regular or special, be held, preferably 
within six months, for the thorough amal- 
gamation or reorganization of that body, 
and that the President of the Building 
Trades Department shall be in attend- 
ance at said Conventioo to give such as- 
sistance and advice as the circumstances 
Mud bis experience in the labor movement 



may suggest. That when reorganization 
or amalgamation has been accomplished 
the American Federation of Labor be 
asked to place an organizer in the vicinity 
of the headquarters, who shall, from time 
to time, give the officers of this organiza- 
tion the necessary advice, which knowledge 
and experience can give of the a>lministra- 
tion of the general affairs of a " successful 
labor organization, as well as the practi- 
cal and necessary detail work of a general 
office of a labor organization, and that in 
order to make the Convention referred 
to a success, the suspended and seced- 
ing locals of the organization be given 
representation therein, in accordance with 
the laws of the Hod Carriers* and Labor- 
ers* International Union, and that the sus- 
pended and seceding locals commence pay- 
ment of per capita tax to the Interna- 
tional headquarters in accordance with 
the Constitution of the organization, be- 
ginning with and for the month of Jan- 
uary, 1900. And that this Building Trades 
Department guarantees all interested par- 
ties that no advantage will be given or 
taken by any* one faction over another. 
That the President of this Department 
shall send to all Hod Carriers' and La- 
borers* Unions an official circular letter, 
urging them to adhere to the above rec- 
ommendations. 

F. J. McNULTY, 
Secretary of Committee. 



Delegate Sullivan— I move the adoption 
of the report of the committee. (Seconded 
by Delegate Huddell.) 

Short statements were made by Dele- 
gate Stemburgh and Mr. Lilien. 

The report of the committee was 
adopted. 

Delegate Sullivan moved a reconsidera- 
tion of the vote by which the Convention 
decided not to hold a session on Thanks-* 
givin. (Seconded by Delegate Feather- 
ston.) 

After a short discussion by Delegaies 
Duncan, McNulty, Featherstou, McCarthy, 
Keough, Sullivan and Feeney, the motion 
to reconsider was lost. The vote was 29 
in the affirmative and 24 in the negative. 
The chair decided a two-thirds vote was 
necessary to reconsider. 

Delegate Duffy stated that the Jurisdic- 
tion claims of the Plasterers*,' Roofers* 
and some other organizations were not 
published with the claims of Jurisdiction 
in the proceedings of Tuesday. Secretary 
Spencer announced that those claims 
would be furnished and published lat?r 
in the session. 

Delegate Skemp received the unanimous 
consent of the Convention to the intro- 
duction of a resolution amending the laws. 

Other resolutions were introduced Tis 
follows: 
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RftBoluWon No. 10— By Delegates -Walter 
V. Price, John Donliii. J. J. Sullivan, Matt 
'Comerford, Henry Sands, D. D'Alessandro, 
M. O'Snlliyan, M. Goellnitz. Jo Evans, 
•Chas. H. Leps, J. R. Alpine, P. J. Mc- 
J^ulty, J. C. Bahlhorn, F. M. Ryan, Frank 
Dnffy, W. J. McSorley and Frank Feeney : 

WHEREAS, Tbrough lack of unity of 
action, the conditions of the Building 
Trades Unions of Pittsburg, Pa., are de- 
plorable; therefore, he it 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Ex- 
ecutive Council be and is hereby in- 
structed to meet in the city of Pitts- 
burg, Pa., as soon as possible after the 
adjournment of this Convention, for the 
purpose of harmonizing any and alt fac- 
tions that may exist among the Building 
Trades, and strengthening the local de- 
partments of this organization in that city. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 



Resolution No. 20— By Delegate John R. 
Alpine, Plumbers, Gas Fitters, Steam Fit- 
ters and Steam Fitters' Helpers: 

WHEREAS, Local No. 46, composed of 
Plumbers, Gas and Steam Fitters, en- 
rolled under the charter of the United 
Association, and inasmuch as this Local 
No. 46 became involved in a lock-out 
brought about by the arbitrary efforts 
of the Employers' Association to lessen 
the conditions of the members of the 
aforesaid Local No. 46, as well as organ- 
ized labor generally; and 

WHEREAS, The foregoing mentioned 
United Association has spent |52,639.00 
In defending the position of organized 
labor in the city of Toronto, and has 
presented a most remarkable defense in 
the face of distressing conditions caused 
by the financial and industrial depres- 
sion, as well as by the influx of foreign 
labor brought by Employers* Association 
from the Old Country to take the places 
of our locked-out members; and 

WHEREAS, The International Asso- 
ciation of Steam Fitters did, on November 
20, 1908, institute a Local Union of the 
International Association, composed prin- 
cipally of men who had received strike 
benefits from the United Association, rang- 
ing in sums from $10.00 to $171.00, and 
owing dues to the aforesaid United Asso- 
ciation in sums ranging from $9.30 to 
^1.00, the remaining members of the re- 
ferred to Local recently organized into 
the International Association being mdh 
who had acted as strike breakers in the 
referred to lock-out; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By this First Annual Con- 
vention of the Building Trades Depart- 
ment of the American Federation of La- 
bor, in Convention assembled, that the 
aforementioned International Association, 
thruogh its officials, herewith revoke the 
charter issued by the International Asso- 
ciation on November 20th, or thereabouts, 
1908. in the city of Toronto, and herein 
referred to. 

JOHN R. ALPINE. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 



Resolution No. 21— By Delegates of the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Papcrhangcrs of America: 

WHEREAS, The President of the Build- 
ing Trades Department, in his report, rec- 
ommends an increase in the per capita tax; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That each affiliated organi- 
zation be required to pay tax upon its 
actual membership, and that the Laws 
Committee be instructed to submit to 
this Convention such amendment to the 
Laws of the Department as may be neces- 
sary to carry this resolution into effect. 

Referred to Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 22— By Delegates of the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paperhangers of America: 

WHEREAS, Existing Federal and State 
Employers' Liability Laws are inadequate 
and unsatisfactory; and 

WHEREAS, The principle of the Brit- 
ish Workmen's Compensation Act provides 
a basis upon which it has been found 
practicable to secure a Just compensation 
to workmen injured and to the dependents 
of workmen killed in the industries, and 
which obviates the endless delays and th£ 
burdensome expense incident to the at- 
tempt to secure redress under existing 
Employers* Liability Lavfs; and 

WHEREAS, President Roosevelt, in a 
recent message to Congress, recommended 
the embodiment of this principle in a 
federal law, in the hope that it w4>uld 
become a precedent for the enactment of 
state laws of a similar nature; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED. That the officers of this 
Department be instructed to ask the co- 
operation of the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor in drafting 
a Workmen's Compensation Law and in 
endeavoring to secure its enactment in 
every State of the Union and Province of 
Canada. 

Referred to Committee on Laws. 



Resolution No. 23 (Resolution No. 87 as 
adopted by the American Federation of 
Labor Convention) — By Delegates Jo 
Evans and J. F. McHugh, of the Journey- 
men Stone Cutters' Association of North 
America : 

WHEREAS, There is at present a dual 
organization of stone cutters styling them- 
selves "The National Stone Gutters' Asso- 
ciation"; and 

WHEREAS, This association is formed 
solely of seceders from the parent body, 
"The Journeymen Stone Cutters' Associa- 
tion of North America"; and 

WHEREAS, This dual organization was 
formed and is governed and controlled 
by the Employers' Association, who use 
it as a menace and a means of disrup- 
tion to organized labor, sending its mem- 
bers as strike breakers into every locality 
where trouble occurs between the Em- 
ployers and the Jo>\t\iftis\si^x^ ^\«tv^ ^\sN\5«?iS 
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AKsociation of North America; therefore, iean Federation of I^bor. shall be «08- 

be it tained in every possible manner by every 

n^-or^r ^-ct^ n ^i. m a t^i « ^i. . member of the American Federation of 

RtSOL^ED. By the Twenty-Elghth An- ^aj^^ in the protection of their or«inl«a- 

S^* ^S''?7iSS^^'Ik^* Ik® ^"i£5*f " ?^^^™« t*on «nd the eSforcement of their rights, 
tion of. Labor, that the Ezecntive Council 

be requested to instruct all affllteted Cen- Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

tral bodies -to comply with Section 1, of 

Article XL, of the Ameriain Federation At 3:45 the rules were suspended and 

of Labor Constitution: that the Journey- ^» ^ ^. ^, ^ ^ 

men Stone C««ers» Association of North ^^ Convention adjourned to r«^nyene nt 

America, which is affiliated with the Amer- 9 a. m., Friday, November 27. 
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FOURTH DAY— Friday Morning Session 



The Convention was called to order at 
9 a. m., Frldaj. November 27th, President 
KIrby in the' chair. 

ABSENTEES: Delegates Duncan, 
Coombe. Cruickshank. 

BEPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EXECU- 
TIVE COUNCIL'S REPORT. 

Delegate Hedrick, Chairman of the com- 
mittee, reported as follows: 

Section 13 was recommitted to the com-, 
mittee. After hearing the interested par- 
ties, the committee were unanimous in 
their opinion that the Upholsterers' In- 
ternational Union of America cannot be 
classed as a bnilding trade. We therefore 
approve the action of the Executive Coun- 

On motion the report of the committee 
was adopted. 

Section 16. (Application from St. Louis 
for charter in the Building Trades De- 
partment by two applicants.) The com- 
mittee, ^ Ik^ter hearing the, representatives 
of bolii parties applying for charters from 
the Building Trades Department of the 
American Federation of Labor for the 
city of St. Louis, Mo., discussed the ques- 
tion thoroughly and make the following 
recommendation: That after the adjourn- 
ment of this Convention the President of 
the Building Trades Department proceed 
at once to the city of St. Louis, mo., and 
there call a meeting of the Building 
Trades, and do all iii his power to bring 



harmony among them, and get the city 
chartered as soon as possible. All parties 
concerned must be amliated with the Cen- 
tral Labor Union of the city of St. 
Louis, Mo. 

(Signed) GEO. F. HEDRICK. 
Chairman ; 
HENRY SANDS. 

Secretary ; 
ISAAC COOMBE, 
S. J. FAY. 
A. C. SANDERS, 
Committee on Report of Executive Council. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be con- 
curred in. 

Later in the session Secretary Spencer 
read the following communication: 

St. Louis, Mo., Nov. 19, 1908. 
Mr. Wm. J. Spencer, Albany Hotel, Den- 
ver, Colo. : 

Dear Sir: You probably have by this 
time received by telegram or letter an 
application for a charter from the Build- 
ing Department of the American Fedei^- 
tion of Labor, of which you "Tare Secre- 
tary, from the Building Trades Council 
of St. Louis. We have been informed that 
such action was taken at their meeting 
last night, after hearing that the Car- 
penters, Plumbers, Gas Fitters, Tinners 
and several other organisations were about 
to apply for said charter. 

If such application has been made, we 
would ask that you withhold the grant- 
ing of same, as it seems as thou^lv VI \& 
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Aot made in good faitb, .. and would not 
hare been made only fOr the action of 
the trades above mentioned. Following 
this communication yon will receive an 
•application from the Tinners, Plumbers, 
Carpenters, Stone Cutters. Oas Fitters, 
Lathers and several other organisations, 
disking for the granting of a charter, 
which, we trust, will be complied with, as 
I can assure you that this application is 
made in good faith, and, if granted, will 
be carried out to the letter and spirit of 
the law as laid down in your Constitution 
■and Laws. 

The Carpenters at the present time are 
not taking any active part in the affairs 
of the Building Trades Council, as we 
•consider it an institution out of existence. 
Am sorry to say that it has outlived its 
usefulness in its present form, and we 
would much regret to place the manage- 
ment of the new-born Council in the hands 
-of those who were so successful in break- 
ing up the Council that at one time was 
the envy of all Councils throughout the 
entire world. 

You will note the application forwarded 
with the signatures of the officers of the 
Carpenters. Tinners, Plumbers, etc., will 
• say this action on the part of the Car- 
penters was taken at the last meeting 
of the Council, and the President was in- 
structed to sign same; hence, you will 
note my signature on the application, as 
I am now President of the Council, and 
should the name of any carpenter appear 
•on the application from the Building 
Trades Council, I am authorized to say 
that same is not legal and unauthorized, 
and if such should be the case, will ask 
•of you to notify me at once as to wh<^ 
name appears there, and he will be taken 
care of by the Council. 

Inasmuch as your experience in the 
labor movement has taught you, it ap- 
pears to be not necessary to make any 
further explanations in the matter, as I 
feel assured that you understand the 
situation here almost as well, and, in fact, 
better than I am able to explain to you. 
However, I presume that tnis is some- 
what unexpected as coming from me. 
While we may differ at times, when tne 
•cause of labor hangs in the balance then 
we must forget the past and rally to the 
-firing line and land her safe and secure 
•on her foundation once more. 

I sincerely trust that you will receive 
this in the spirit it is given, and give it 
your careful consideration, to the end 
that the charter from the kindred or- 
-ganizations above mentioned lie granted. 
Kindly reply at once, and oblige. 
Fraternally yourar, 

J. E. SPANOLER, 
President C. D. Council. 

Address, J. E. Spangler, No. ROSO Ro- 
maine Place, St. Louis. 

Delegate Barry (J. H.) spoke in oppo- 
sition to the report of the committee, and 
urged that the charter be granted at once 
oo the application signed by representa- 
tives of twelve organizations now in the 
Building Trades Council of St. Louis. He 
stated that there was division among the 
1)iullding trades, and that they would be 
rurtber divided it the charter was not 



granted at once. He stated that ^it was 
the desire of the twelve trades " signing 
the application to get all the organisa- 
tions eligible to membership in the Build- 
ing Trades Department - to affiliate with 
the Council in St. Louis. 

Delegate Hedrick, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee — The committee acted entirely im- 
partially in this matter. After hearing 
all the evidence of the parties interested, 
we decided it was best to ask the Presi- 
dent of this Department to go to St. 
Louis and get all the building trades 
there to come up and sign the applica- 
tion for a charter. Then there will be 
no objection from any of them. 

Delegate Powers spoke in favor of the 
report of the committee, and stated that 
some of the building trades organ liuit ions 
of St. Louis would stay out unless the 
President of the Department could go 
there and get them together. 

Delegate O'Sulllvan spoke in favor of 
the report of the committee. 

Delegate Alpine stated that he did not 
oppose . the report of the committee, but 
if a charter were granted to either of the 
applicants, it should be to those who made 
the first application. He stated that If 
that were not done the proper course to 
pursue would be to have the President 
of the Department go to St. Louis and 
bring the contesting factions together. 

Secretary Spencer — The application is 
not signed by the Laborers. Are not the 
Plasterers' Laborers, the Stone Masons' 
Laborers and the Plumbers' Laborers 
affiliated? 

Delegate Barry (J. H.)— Some of those 
organizations are affiliated. The Plaster- 
ers* Laborers are not. The Masons' La- 
borers are part of our movement. The 
appliaction does not bear the signature of 
any organization not eligible to member- 
ship in this Department. If the charter is 
granted the laws of the Council will be 
revised to conform to the laws of this 
Department. 

Delegate Sullivan discussed the ques- 
tion, and sold in closing: "The report 
of the committee is the only feasible one. 
To grant a charter at the present time 
to either side would be a serious mistake. 
It will not do to create a wider breach 
in the movement than there is at the 
present time. They should be brought to- 
gether, and the only possible way to do 
that is for some one to go to St. Louis, 
get together all the trades that are elig- 
ible to form that organization, and adopt 
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laws to govern it. You had better adopt 
the report of the committee and give 
every one interested u chance to sign the 
application. That in the only way you 
can get them together." 

Delegate Pay spoke In favor of the re- 
port of the committee. 

The question was further discussed In 
a general way by Delegates Barry (J. H.), 
Coolc, O'Sullivau, Alpine and Secretary 
Spencer. 

Delegate Barry (E.) spoke in favor of 
the report of the committee, and dis- 
cussed at some length the situation in 
St. Louis. 

On motion debate was closed. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was carried. 

Delegate Barry (J. II.)— What time will 
the representative of this Department 
come to St. Louis? 

President Kirby — Not later than Decem- 
ber 15th. 

Delegate Hedrick — That completes the 
report of the committee. 

On motion of Delegate Huddell the re- 
port as a whole was adopted, and the 
commlttte discharged with a vote of 
thanks. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
LAWS. 

Delegate Fyfe, for the committee, re- 
ported as follows: 

Resolution No. 7 — By Delegates Frank 
Duffy, Dan H. Deegon, P. H. McMCarthy, 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of 
America : 

WHEREAS. The Twenty-Eighth Annual 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor, held in Denver, Colo., during the 
past two weeks, referred certain matters 
to the Building Trades Department Con- 
vention for adjustment; and 

WHEREAS, It is the duty of said Con- 
vention to report hack to the parent body 
what action has been taken on these mat- 
ters; and 

WHEREAS. The next Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor will not be 
held for another year,; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the future Conven- 
tions of the Building Trades Department 
be held some months previous to the hold- 
ing of the American Federation of Labor 
Conventions, so that these matters, when 
finally passed upon, may be reported to 
the American Federation of Laoor Con- 
vention in detail. 

IT IS FURTHER UNDERSTOOD, That 
the holding of these Conventions, as here- 
in stated, would not Interfere whatever 
with the Executive Council of the Build- 
ing Trades Department adjusting these 
matters. Questions not adjusted to be 



referred to the Convention for adtioB» 
along with a detailed report covering all 
controversies settled. The- whole to be 
afterwards incorporated in a report to be 

£ resented ^to the American Federatioh of 
abor Convention for adoption; approval 
of the American Federation of Labor Con- 
vention to be final and binding on all par- 
ties at interest. 



The committee recommended that Sec- 
tion 4 of the Constitution be amended to 
read as follows: 

"The Annual Convention of this De- 
partment shall be held on the first Mon- 
day of October, at such place as may 
be selected by the preceding Convention. 
Special Conventions may be called by the 
President should a majority of the afllli- 
ated National and International Organiaa- 
tlons so request. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 8— By Delegates Frank 
Duffy. J. T. Cosgrove, I). F. Featherston, 
Dan H. Deegon and P. H. McCarthy, of 
the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America: 

WHEREAS, The laws governing the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America, both locally and na- 
tionally, are made by referendum vote of 
its members and cannot be made by any 
other means; and 

WHEREAS, It has been reported that 
the laws of Local Building Trades De- 
partments or Councils are made by the 
Departments or Councils, and are not sub- 
mited to referendum vote of the members 
of the organizations affiliated; and 

WHEREAS, Such action on behalf of 
such Departments or Councils conflicts 
with the laws of the United Brotherhood 
of Carpenters and Joiners of America, 
thereby causing dissatisfaction among our 
members and friction with our laws; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That all local laws, be- 
fore becoming operative, be submitted for 
referendum vote of the members of the 
organizations affiliated, and that it require 
a two-thirds majority vote to ma)ce them 
forcible. 

The committee reported non-concurrence 
in the resolution, and recommended that 
all laws and rules of local councils be 
submitted to all affiliated locals for adop-r 
tion, a majority vote of the locals affili- 
ated to be necessary for adoption of same. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Duffy — Do I understand the 
report of the committee is that the affili- 
ated locals have the vote, or are the mem.* i 
hers of the locaU to \oVft <iiw V\.\ I 
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Delegate Fyfe— It is to be submitted to 
the members of all the locals. They will 
TOte on it. and the delegate of each local 
-will cast his vote as instroeted by his 
tlocal. 

Secretary Spencer — Is it the intention 
to cast a vote of the aggregate member- 
ship of all the unions, or after the local 
unions have voted, then the delegate of 
•each local union shall cast his vote? 

Delegate Fyfe — ^That is the idea. 

Secretary Spencer — Then, as a conse- 
•quence, the vote will be reduced to one 
vote for each local. 

Delegate Fyfe — That Is correct. 

Delegate Duffy — That is satisfactory. 

The question was discussed briefly by 
Delegate McCarthy, who stated that ail 
laws to govern the Local Councils should 
be adopted by a majority of the mem- 
bership, not by delegates to the councils 
■alone. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
•committee was carried. 

Resolution No. 12— By Delegates Cramp- 
ton and Fyfe, of the Amalgamated So- 
•ciety of Carpenters: 

To amend Section 35, on page 10, Con- 
-Btitution and By-Laws of this Depart- 
ment, by adding the words, ''Provided, 
however, that every Local Union afBli- 
ated with this Department shall not be 
deprived of its representation should no 
District Council of its organization exist 
within the Jurisdiction of the Local Build- 
ing Trades Council." 

The committee recommended non-con- 
currence in the resolution, as Section 51 
of the Constitution provides a remedy 
where such conditions as described in the 
Tesolution exist. The committee further 
irecommended the strict enforcement of the 
section. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
•committe was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 21 — By Delegates of the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paperhangers of America: 

WHEREAS, The President of the Build- 
ing Trades Department, in his report, rec- 
ommends an increase in the per capita tax; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That each affiliated or- 
ganization be required to pay tax upon 
its actual membership, and that the Laws 
Committee be instructed to submit to this 
Convention such amendment to the laws 
of the Department as may be necessary to 
carry this resolution into effect. 

The committee recommended non -con- 
currence in the resolution, and stated that 
mftit the Increase Id memhersbip, and the 



fact that the building trades industry 
would undoubtedly be improved in the 
near future, the present resources were 
fully adequate to finance the Department. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

President Kirby — There is an error in 
the resolution. The President made no 
recommendation in his report that we in- 
crease the per capita tax. 

Delegate Arnold — ^We find, according to 
the report of the Secretary, that some 
organisations pay the same amount regrn- 
larly, while others change the amount ac- 
cording to their membership. I believe 
some of the organizations affiliated do not 
pay according to their membership. We 
pay on every member in our organization. 

Delegate Stemburgh stated thbt the 
Building Laborers paid on every member 
in their organization. 

Delegate Hedrick, in discussing the ques- 
tion, said: "I am satisfied in my own 
mind that some of the organizations are 
not paying their full per capita tax." 

Secretary Spencer discussed the ques- 
tion briefly, and corrected statements made 
by some of the delegates in regard to 
per capita. and representation in the Con- 
vention. 

Delegate Fyfe — There has been deprecia- 
tion in the building industry in the last 
flfteen months, and there has been fluctu- 
ation. The E}ngineers are paying on 40,000 
men, and yet not more than 5,000 of them 
are on buildings. They pay a set amount. 
There is no doubt that the Department 
will be amply financed for this year at 
least. 

President Kirby — I want to say for my 
organization we are paying on 40.000 men 
not employed on buildings. 

Delegate McMCarthy, in discussing the 
question, said in part: "I am satisfied 
we are all honest enough to pay out Just 
debts. The men wJio guide the destinies 
of the National and International unions 
are not dishonest, and they will pay what 
we ask them to. The fact Is, however, 
we do not order them to pay enough. 
We ought at least to ask them to pay 
three-eighths of a cent instead of one- 
fourth of a cent to this Department. If 
there is trouble in St. Louis and New 
York and Boston and Chicago and San 
Francisco, you cannot attend to all of It- 
on our present per capita tax." 

Delegate Alpitie — As otve member of the 
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committee I desire to say we went over 
the matter very carefully, and feel con- 
vinced our revenue as now provided for 
Is sufficient for the present. The out- 
look for Improvement was taken Into con- 
sideration. Reference has been made to 
some organizations that pay a flat rate. 
The organization that I represent in part Is 
one that pays a flat rate. We do that 
because we do not employ a per capita 
system, but a percentage system. I have 
no hesitation in saying we have been 
generous and have paid on members we 
might Justly decline to pay for. 

The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 

Resolution No. 22— By Delegates of the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paperhangers of America: 

WHEREAS, Existing Federal and State 
Employers' Liability Laws are inadequate 
and unsatisfactory; and 

WHEREAS, The principle of the Brit- 
ish Workmen's Compensation Act pro- 
vides a basis upon which it has been 
found practicable to secure a Just com- 

Sensation to workmen injured and to the 
ependents of workmen killed in the in- 
dustries, and which obviates the endless 
delays and the burdensome expense inci- 
dent to the attempt to secure redress 
under existing Employers' Liability Laws; 
and 

WHEREAS, President Roosevelt, In a 
recent message to Congress, recommended 
the embodiment of this principle in a fed- 
eral law, in the hope that it would become 
a precedent for the enactment of state 
laws of a similar nature; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the officers of this 
Department be instructed to ask the co- 
operation of the Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor In 
drafting a Workmen's Compensation Law 
and In endeavoring to secure its enact- 
ment in every State of the Union and 
Province of Canada. 

The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred In. 

Delegate Fyfe— That completes the par- 
tial report of the Committee on Laws. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESO- 
LUTIONS. 

Delegate Godshall, for the committee, 
reported as follows: 

Resolution No. &— By Delegate E. Arnold, 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paperhangers : 

WHEREAS, It is a cardinal principle 
of this Department to assist each other 
In time of trouble; and 



WHEREAS, The sympathetic strike 1» 
our most powerful weapon; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED That all affiliated Unions- 
are hereby instructed to insert a clause- 
in their agreements with their employers 
pertaining to the sympathetic strike. 

The committee recommended non-con- 
currence in the resolution. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be- 
concurred in. 

Delegate Arnold spoke at length in favor- 
of the resolution. 

Delegate McCarthy, in discussing the 
motion, said in part: **I am opposed to- 
inserting those words in our laws, but 
if striking them out means that this De- 
partment does not desire to do business 
as a whole, then I do not see the use 
of having a Department of Building 
Trades. It surely cannot be the Inten- 
tion of the committee to provide that If 
one trade leaves a building the others 
cannot go. If that Is the law of the 
Department, then I tell you frankly we 
are going to violate it In California. I 
never have favored inserting the words 
'sympathetic strike'; they have no place 
In our laws, but we should have a law 
maintaining the conduct of the building 
from the foundation to the roof, and lf~ 
one department comes off every depart- 
ment from foundation to roof comes off." 

Delegate Skemp discussed the question* 
at length, and stated that the entire com- 
mittee was strongly In favor of the reso- 
lution, but a majority of the membem 
thought It would be Inadvisable to Insert 
in the Constitution a section requiring* 
that all agi^eements between local coun- 
cils and employers contain a clause per- 
taining to sympathetic strikes. He stated' 
that while in some cities It wohld be- 
possible to have it Inserted in the agree- 
ments, in a majority of cities It would not 
be possible. 

Delegate Godshall — The committee con- 
sidered It would not be wise to adopt a 
resolution that would seek to compel all 
agreements to have the sympathetic strike 
clause. By non-concurring we leave the 
matter as it was before, and those locals 
that have a sympathetic strike clause need 
not strike it out. 

Delegate McCarthy suggested that the 
committee be instructed to bring in a 
further report covering the question, and 
suggested the following: ''This Depart- 
ment «iii<\ M» «L«\\aXfe^ ^wTMiVw^ ^Jw6sA.% V» - 
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the conduct of the building industry, 
insofar as the Journeymen herein affili- 
ated are concerned, from the foundation 
to the roof as a unit." 

Deleagte Ryan spoke in favor of the 
report of the committee, and stated that 
all the trades could stand together with- 
out the clause recommended by the com- 
mittee. He stated further that laws that 
could not be carried out should not be 
inserted in the Constitution, as the laws 
that were made should be respected by 
the membership. 

Delegate O'SuUiyan, in discussing the 
question, said: "I am of the opinion that 
the laws of the Department were framed 
so that local unions making agreements 
with their employers should conform to 
the laws of this Department. I believe 
when this Department was formed we 
bad the intention of cutting out this sym- 
pathetic strike clause. We should be very 
careful at the present time how we word 
our Constitution. I therefore move that 
this matter be referred to the committee 
to bring in a resolution covering this 
question." 

The motion was seconded, and after a 
short discussion by Delegate Featherstou, 
was carried. 

Resolution No. 19 — By Delegates Walter 
V. Price, John Donlin, J. J. Sullivan, 
Matt Comerford. Henry Sands, D. D'Ales- 
sandro, M. O'Snllivan, M. Goellnitz, Jo 
Evans, Cbas. H. Leps, J. R. Alpine, F. J. 
McNulty, J. C. Bahlhorn, F. M. Ryan, 
Frank Duffy, W. J. McSorley and Frank 
Feeney : 

WHEREAS, Through lack of unity of 
action, the conditions of the Building 
Trades Unions of Pittsburg, Pa., are de- 
plorable; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the -incoming Ex- 
ecutive Council be and is hereby in- 
structed to meet in the city of Pittsburg. 
Pa., as soon as possible after the ad- 
journment of this Convention, for the 
purpose of harmonizing any and all fac- 
tions that may exist among the Building 
Trades, and strengthening the local de- 
partments of this organization in that city. 

The committee recommended concurrence 
in the resolution. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred In. 

Resolution No. 20— By Delegate John R. 
Alpine, Plumbers, Gas Fitters, Steam Fit- 
ters and Steam Fitters' Helpers: 

WHEREAS, Local No. 46, composed of 
Plumbers, Gas and Steam Fitters, enrolled 
under the charter of the United Associa- 
tion, and Inasmuch as this Local No. 46 
became Jnrolred In a lock-out brought 



about by the arbitrary efforts of the Em- 
ployers' Association to lessen the condi- 
tions of the members of the aforesaid 
Local No. 46, as well as organised labor 
generally; and 

WEfflREAS. The foregoing mentioned 
United Association has spent $52,639.00 In 
defending the position of organized labor 
in the city of Toronto, and has presented 
a most remarkable defense in the face of 
distressing conditions caused by the finan- 
cial and industrial depression, as well as 
by the influx of foreign labor brought by 
Employers' Association from the Old 
Country to take the places of our locked- 
out members; and 

WHEREAS, The International Associa- 
tion of Steam Fitters did, on November 
20, 1906, institute a Local Union of the In- 
ternational Association, composed princi- 
Kally of men who had received strike 
eneflts from the United Association, 
ranging in sums from fl0.00 to $171.00, and 
owing dues to the aforesaid United As- 
sociation in sums ranging from $9.30 to 
$31.00, the remaining members of the re- 
ferred to local recently organized into the 
International Association oelng men who 
had acted as strike-breakers in the re- 
ferred to lock-out; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By this First Annual Con- 
vention of the Building Trades Depart- 
ment of the American Federation of La- 
bor, in Convention assembled, that the 
aforementioned International Association, 
through Its officials, herewith revolve the 
charter issued by the International As- 
sociation on November 20th, or there- 
abouts, 1906, in the city of Toronto, and 
herein referred to. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Committee 
on Adjustment. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SECRE- 
TARY'S REPORT. 

Delegate Redding, for the committee, 
reported as follows: 
To the Officers and Delegates of the First 

Annual Convention of the Building 

Trades Department of the American 

Federation of Labor. 

Greeting : We. your committee anoint- 
ed on Secretary's report, beg leave to re- 
port as follows: 

After carefully eomparing the Secre- 
tary's report as submitted to this Con-, 
vention by the Auditing Committee's re- 
port, that we find it correct in every par- 
ticular, and as follows: 
The receipts of his office, from its 

Inception up to and including 

September 30, 1908, being $7,642.«T 

And the expenses were 6,581.48 

Leaving net balance in treasury 

October 1. 1908 $1,060.99 

Respectfully submitted, 
F. M. RYAN. 
H. A. STEMBURGH, 
HERBERT CRAMPTON, 
THOS. REDDING. 

Committee. 



REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS. 



Sd* 



On motion the report of the committee 
was concurred in. 

The committee submitted the following 
recommendation : 

Your committee recommend that Sec- 
tion 28, pertaining to auditing of books, 
be changed so as to exclude members of 
Executiye Board from being eligible to 
act as members of Auditing Committee, 
and, further recommend that this be re- 
ferred to Laws Committee. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Secretary Spencer — Has this Convention 
a right to dictate to the President of an 
International union whom he shall ap- 
point on an Auditing Committee? 

President Kirby— The Convention has 
not the right to dictate at the present 
time. If this matter is referred to the 
Laws Committee they can bring in a 
recommendation as to whom the General 
President may exclude. 

The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 

President Kirby announced that a num- 
ber of the delegates wished a night ses- 
sion held* and stated that the assembly 
room would be available if they wished 
to hold such a session in order to hear 
the report of the Adjustment Committee. 

Delegate Featherston— I move that when 
the afternoon session is adjourned it be 
to reconvene at 7:30. (Seconded by Dele- 
gate Hedrick.) 

Delegate McCarthy spoke in opposition 
to the motion, and stated that such mat- 
ters of vital importance as would come 
up under the report of the Adjustment 
Committee should not be considered hur- 
riedly. 

Delegates Ryan and Barry (J. H.) op- 
posed the motion. 

The motion ofTered by Delegate Feather- 
Bton was carried. 

BEPOBT OP COMMITTEE ON ORGAN- 
IZATION. 

Delegate McLaughlin, for the commit- 
tee, presented the following report: 

Resolution No. 6— By Delegates Trank 
Duffy, J. T. Cosgrove, D. P. Feather- 
■ton, Dan H. Deegon, P. H. McCarthy. 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America: 

WHEREAS, At the formation of the 
Building Trades Department, by and with 
the consent of the Twenty-Seventh An- 
nual Convention of the American Federa- 
tlOD of Labor, held in Norfolk, Ya., No- 



vember, 1907, it was generally understood 
that said Department have headquarters 
and offices with the American Federation 
of Labor at Washington, D. C; and 

WHEREAS, When said Building Trades 
Department was legally organized and 
chartered by the American Federation of 
Labor, offices could not be secured witb 
the American Federation of Labor, as it 
was claimed space was unavailable; and 

WHEREAS, Office space was securedl 
in the Colorado Building, Washlngtob* 
D. C; and 

WHEREAS. All the work between the 
offices of the Building Trades Depart- 
ment and the offices of the American 
Federation of Labor Is done through 
correspondence, and Justly so, as it is 
necessary to have records on file between 
both parties, showing all legal trans- 
actions, it is therefore not necessary that 
the offices of the Building Trades Depart- 
ment be located in Washington, D. C.^ 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the office and head- 
quarters of the Building Trades Depart- 
ment be located in Indianapolis, Ind., for 
the following reasons: 

First — Because in Indianapolis thre*- 
Building Trades International organiza- 
tions have their headquarters at the pres- 
ent time. 

Second — Because Indianapolis is the- 
most convenient place in the entire coun- 
try, and the center of population, as welf 
as being surrounded by cities where head- 
quarters of other Building Trades organi- 
zations are located. The Painters* head- 
quarters are in Lafayette, Ind.; the Plas- 
terers' In Pittsburg. Pa. : the Tile Layers*^ 
in Pittsburg, Pa.: the Plumbers* in Chi- 
cago. 111.; tne Lathers* in Cleveland, Ohlo^ 
the Electrical Workers* in Springfield, 111.; 
the Sheet Metal Workers' in Kansas City, 
Mo., etc.; and 

Third — ^Because Indianapolis, Ind., would 
be more convenient in which to hold con- 
ferences, when necessary, or when re-^ 
quired, than Washington, D. C. 

The committee reported as follows: 

Your committee do not deem It advls* 
able to move the headquarters from Wash- 
ington, D. C, to* Indianapolis, Ind., at 
the present time, and recommend that no 
action along this line be taken at this- 
Convention. 

(Signed) J. T. COSGROVE. 

Chairman ; 

J. J. McLaughlin. 

Secretary ; 
G. B. POWERS, 
THOMAS BADGLEY. 
THOS. B. KEOUGH, 

Committee. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the re<^ommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Duffy discussed the resolution, 
and said in part: "Since I introduced thl» 
resolution I have heard some comment 
about rebellion against the American Fed- 
eration of Labor and causing dissatisfiic- 
tion. I have been a Federation man fron- 
the beginning, am yiot^, va&. ^\:^«^% vsx.- 
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pect to be. In the Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor I was a 
member of the Committee on Office Build- 
ing* and I recommended that the amount 
suggested be raised from $50,000 to |100.000. 
I knew that $50,000 would not erect a 
building large enough for the American 
Federation of Labor headquarters and the 
headquarters of the different departments. 
The committee finally raised the amount 
to $80,000. That will put up a building 
•of three stories, of which the American 
Federation of Labor will need two. 

There are no building trades in Wash- 
ington, but scattered through the cen- 
tral states are the headquarters of build- 
ing trades as enumerated in the resolu- 
tion, and I think it would be well to lo- 
cate the- hea4qnarters of this Department, 
not necessarily in Indianapolis — that will 
make no difference so far as I am con> 
eerned — but make it Lafayette, Chicago, 
St. Louis, or any other city in the cen- 
tral states. It is a great deal of expense 
l^or the men from Kansas City, St. Louis, 
Chicago, Springfield, Lafayette and In- 
dianapolis to go to Washington every time 
a conference is called, when we might 
meet in a place easily reached by all of us. 
The rents are enormously high in Wash- 
ington, and much cheaper headquarters 
could be secured in some of the cities I 
have named. It is not necessary to be in 
Washington in order to confer with the 
American Federation of Labor headquar- 
ters, as all communication must be by 
•correspondence in order that a record of 
it may be kept by the American Federa- 
tion of Labor and the Building Trades 
Department. 

The motion to concur in the recommen- 
dation of the committee was carried. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ADJUST- 
MENT. 

Delegate McNulty, Secretrtry of the com- 
mittee, reported as follows: 

Resolution No. 11 — By Delegate George 
F. Hedrick, Brotherhood of Painters, Deco- 
rators and Paperhangers of America: 

WHEREAS, A charter has been granted 
to a portion of the Building Trades in the 
<»lty of Buffalo upon the condition that 
they comply with the . Constitution of 
the Department by becoming affiliated 
with the United Trades and Labor Coun- 
eil ; and 

WHEREAS, After repeated efforts on 
the part of the officers of the Building 
Trades Department, they have refused to 
become nffHiated therewith, and for some 



reason failed to comply with the laws of 
the Department; therefore, be it 

RSSOLVED, That the charter of the 
Local Department of the city of Buf- 
falo be and is hereby revoked, and that 
all of the Building Trades in the city 
of Buffalo be notified that within sixty 
days from the date of notification there 
will be a charter granted in that city 
to those trades who will be by that time 
alfiiiated with the Central Body of that 
city. 

The committee reported as follows: 

After hearing all interested parties, in- 
cluding Secretary Spencer, your committee 
recommend : 

That the President of this . Department 
immediately notify all Local Unions now 
affiliated with the Local Department in 
Buffalo that they, must affiliate with the 
rnited Trades and LaJt)or Council of Buf- 
falo, N. Y., by March 1. Failing to do so 
the charter must be recalled; and 

Further, That President Crompers, oi 
the American Federation of Labor, Sihall 
be requested to notify the United Trades 
and Labor Council of Buffalo that all 
Building Trades affiliated therewith elig- 
ible to membership in this Department 
must affiliate themselves with the Local 
Department of Building Trades on or 
before March 1. In the event of failure 
of any or all trades to abide by this re- 
quest, this Department shall demand their 
suspension through the American Feder- 
ation of Labor. 

Your committee believe that if these 
recommendations are followed out a suc- 
cessful Local Department will result 
thereby. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Hedrick— I *note that the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor is required to 
suspend the Building Trades if tney do 
not affiliate. What about revoking the 
charter from this Department? 

Delegate McNulty— If they refuse to 
affiliate with the United Trades and Labor 
Council of Buffalo this Department will 
revoke their charters. On the other hand, 
we ask President Gompers to notify the 
Trades and Labor Council to notify the 
Building Trades affiliated therewith to 
affiliate with this Department by March 1. 
If they fail to do so this Department will 
demand of President Gompers that they 
suspend those Building Trades from the 
Trades and Labor Council. 

The moflon to concur In the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 

Resolution No. 1, relative to the Dis- 
trict Council of Carpenters and the Build- 
ing Trades Council of Denver, Colo.: 

Inasmuch as the fact was established 
that the District Council did not appeal 
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to the President or Executive Board In 
this Department, your committee .found 
the/ baa no Jurisdiction in the premises, 
and therefore suggrest that the District 
Council of Carpenters of Denver, Colo., 
make their appeal to the President of this 
Department, according to our laws. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. IT—By Delegates of the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paperhangers of America : 

WHEREAS, Among the memi>ers of 
Local Unions, formerly affiliated with the 
Amalgamated Woodworkers' International 
Union, which liave recently been trans- 
ferred to the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners, are many men en- 
gaged in Tarnishing or otherwise finishing 
wood, and who are now working in fac- 
tories and upon buildings, and carrying a 
Carpenters' card; and 

WHEREASt These men properly belong 
to the Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 
•and Paperhangers of America; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the United Brother- 
hood of Carpenters and Joiners of America 
be instructed to transfer all of its mem- 
bers engaged in the finishing of wood to 
the Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 
and Paperhangers of America within sixty 
days of its recelTlng notification to that 
«ffcct from the Secretary of this Conyen- 
tion. Such notification to be made imme- 
diately upon its adjourdment. 

After carefiil consideration of all facts 
brought to the attention of your com- 
mittee bearing on this case, we respect- 
fully recommend: 

That, inasmuch as an agreement and 
an understanding exists between the Gen- 
eral Officers of the Brotherhood of Palnt- 
-ers. Decorators and Paperhangers and the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners, relative to the disposition of the 
men referred to in Resolution No. 16, we 
recommend : 

That the matter remain as it Is at pres- 
ent, as we are satisfied, and feel sure that 
the agreement referred to will be complied 
with at the proper time. 

On motion the rrcommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 10— By Delegates A. C. 
Sanders, Herbert Cramptou and William 
Fyfe: 

"Resolution No. 2 (American Federation 
of Labor Convention) — By Delegates A. C. 
Sanders. Herbert Cramptou and William 
Fyfe, Amalgamated Society of Carpenters: 

"WHEREAS, The Bnildinja: Trades Coun- 
cil of Denver, Colo., has refused to seat 
the elected delegates of the Denver First 
Branch of The Amalgamated Society of 
Carpenters and Joiners; therefore, be it 

"RESOLVED, That this Federation In- 
struct the offloors of the Building Trades 



Department, American Federation of La- 
bor, to order the seating of said dele- 
gates as per Section 2, of Article XI.. of 
the Constitution of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor." 

WHEREAS. The above resolution was 
referred to this Department by the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The President of this De- 

Eartment has referred to the fact of his 
aving notified the Building Trades- Copn- 
cil of Denver to seat the duly elected 
delegates of the First Branch of the Amal- 
gamated Society of Carpenters and Join- 
ers; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED. That this Convention Is- 
sue an Immediate order to seat said dele- 
fates of the Denver First Branch of the 
.malgamated Society of Carpenters and 
Joiners in accordance with Section 38 and 
Section 51 of the Constitution and By- 
Laws of this Department of the Build- 
ing Trades of the American Federation 
of Labor. 

Your committee have given this case the 
fullest possible consideration, and recom- 
mend: 

That the Amalgamated Society of Car- 
penters present to the Executive Coun- 
cil of this Department evidence of the 
existence of a branch of their society in 
this vicinity, and when such is done the 
Executive Council shall instruct the 
Denver Building Trades Council to con- 
form with our laws and recogniase and 
seat* the said Society's representatives. 
This action must be taken before the Ex- 
ecutive Council leaves Denver. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation, of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Cramptou — While I am willing 
to accept the recommendation, it is hardly 
clear in detail. I would like to know what 
they mean by "evidence." Do they mean 
living men with paid-up cards in their 
pockets ? 

Delegate McNulty — The committee wants 
evidence of the existence of the members 
of your Society. We did not want to put 
this on the shoulders of the Council. If 
this committee had been given the evi- 
dence we would have recommended that 
they be seated. You stated that your men 
were scattered, and we wanted to give 
you the fullest time to bring in your 
evidence. If this committee is in exist- 
ence when the evidence is brouglit in the 
Council, we will make the same recom- 
mendation. 

Delegate Fyfe — I am in favor of the 
report of the committee, and by this even- 
ing, if tliey desire, wo can produce the 
evidence for the Council. 

The motion to concur in tlie recommen- 
datrou of llv^i QO\\\w\\\.\.vi^ ^'jc?* «i•^x^LV5^. 
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Resolution No. 5 — By Delegates Frank 
Dnffy, Dan H. Deegon, J. T. Cosgrove, 
D. P. Featherston, P. H. McCarthy, 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America: 

WHEREAS. The Building Trades of 
the city of Philadelphia are at the pres- 
ent time in a deplorable condition, and 
have for several years past been grad- 
ually growing weaker and weaker and 
more divided every year, due to abuses 
of the laws and mismanagement of the 
affairs by those who were in control of 
the machinerv of the Allied Building 
Trades Council, thereby compelling, from 
time to time, the real basic trades to 
withdraw therefrom, until at the present 
time there is scarcely a semblance of a 
Building Trades Council; and 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor, in Convention assembled, at its 
last meeting, in order to remedy Just sucu 
evils as exist here and bring about a unity 
of action in the Building Trades for the 
betterment of conditions therein, created a 
Building Trades Department to be con- 
ducted and controlled by trades nationally 
eligible to said Department; and 

WHEREAS, Through an acknowledged 
error of judgment and an entire lack of 
investigation as to the conditions here by 
the Secretary of this Department, said 
Secretary issued a charter for a Local 
Branch of this Department in the city 
of Philadelphia to the so-called Allied 
Building Trades without any consideration 
being given to the trades not affiliated 
therewith, and whose numerical strength 
is more than three to one as against those 
affiliated; and 

WHEREAS, The said Allied Building 
Trades has on its books seventeen trades, 
seven of which are not nationally eligi- 
ble to this Department, such as the pavers 
and Rammers, Cedar Vat and Tank 
Builders. Boilermakers, Stained Art Glass 
Workers, Terra Cotta Workers, etc.; and 

WHEREAS, We, as representing the 
various building trades not affiliated with 
said Allied Building Trades Council, have 
for many weeks done all in our power to 
have a reorganization of the Building 
Trades here in conformity with the sup- 
posed intention of the Department of the 
American Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The present Allied Build- 
ing Trades Council, through its repre- 
sentatives, owing to the fact of being in 
possession of the charter granted them 
through an error of Judgment, have abso- 
lutely refused to accede to a reorganiza- 
tion of the trades, but still persist in 
carrying on their business in the same old 
way, to the detriment of all organized 
labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we appeal to the 
officers and delegates of the Convention 
assembled to use its influence with this 
Department to have the charter issued 
to Philadelphia recalled and a complete 
jreor^HDizntion of the Building Trades ef- 



fected in pursuance of the intentions ot 
the Building Trades Department and in 
conformity with its laws. 
(Signed) 

JAMES A. RYAN, 
For the Brotherhood of Carpenters. 

THOMAS McGUIRE; 
For the Granite Cutters. 

THOMAS MAHON, 
For the Soft Stone Cutters. 

FRBD MARSHALL. 
For the Amalgamated Society of Car- 
penters. 

GEORGE W. POWELL, 
For the Interior Marble Workers. 

CHARLES DOUGHERTY, 
For the International Associatloik 
Steam Fitters. 

The committee offered the following re- 
port: 

Your committee, after hearing all par- 
ties to this controversy, including the 
President of this Department, believe that 
the most important duty confronting this 
Convention in this case is to endeavor to* 
create a strong and harmonious Local 
Building Trades Department in that city. 

We regret exceedingly the mistakes 
wihch occurred when the present char- 
ter was issued. We believe, however, that 
the best interests of all will he served 
by the adherence to the following recom- 
mendation : 

That the President of this Department 
be and is hereby instructed to proceed to- 
the city of Philadelphia within sixty days 
and call a meeting of all bona fide Build- 
ing Trades eligible to membership under 
the laws of this Department, and each* 
National or International Organization af- 
filiated with this Department shall notify 
their respective Local Unions in Philadel- 
phia to attend said meeting and co-operate 
with the President, to the end that a- 
strong, harmonious Local Department be- 
instituted in that city, in accordance with 
our laws. 

We further recommend that the present 
Local Department be maintained until the- 
above recommendations have been carried 
out, and when they are carried out, the 
President of this Department is empow- 
ered to make the necessary changes to- 
the present charter to conform therewith. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

The question was discussed briefly br 
Delegate Feeney. 

Delegate Ryan — I move as an amend- 
ment that the words "or some member of 
the Executive Council designated by the 
President," be added after the word 
"President." The President may not be 
able to do this on account of sickness or 
having too much other work. 

President Kirby— The Chairman as- 
sumes that the President of this Depart- 
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tnent already has the authority to ap- 
point a member of the Executive Council 
to take his place when he is not able to 
littend to matters of this kind. 

Delegate McNulty — The committee had 
that in mind in making the recommenda* 
tion. 

The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 

The following resolution was introduced 
on the third day of the Convention, but 
accidentally omitted from the list printed: 

Resolution No. 24— By Delegates John T. 
Taggart and W. J. McSorley, of the Wood, 
Wire and Metal Lathers: 

WHEREAS, The Wood. Wire and Metal 
Lathers' International Union do hereby 
<»nter protest against the action of the 
International Alliance of Amalgamated 
Sheet Metal Workers* Union, inasmuch 
as they are endeavoring to encroach upon 
the Jurisdiction claims of the Wood, Wire 
and Metal Lathers' International Union, 
which were approved of and granted to us 
by the American Federation of Labor; 
and 

WHEREAS, The aforesaid tactics tend 
to bring discredit upon the labor move- 



ment and are, in our opinion, a direct 
violation of the policy and principles of 
the American Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The International Alliance 
of Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers 
have, at no time, presented any claim of 
Jurisdiction to the American Federation 
of Labor, or this Department, covering 
the work that comes under the Jurisdic- 
tion of the Wood, Wire and Metal Lath- 
ers' International Union, and which is la 
controversy at the present time; and 

WHEREAS, The Sheet Metal Workers, 
by claiming the work which comes under 
the Jurisdiction of the Wood. Wire and 
Metal Lathers' International Union, is a 
direct violation of the laws of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor and this De- 
partment; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Convention as- 
sembled instruct the International Al- 
liance of Sheet Metal Workers to refrain 
from encroaching upon the Jurisdiction 
claims of the Wood. Wire and Metai 
Lathers' International Union. 

The resolution was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Adjustment. 

At 12 o'clock the Convention was ad- 
journed to reconvene at 2 p. m. 



FOURTH DAY— Friday Afternoon Seuion 



The Convention was called to order at 
2 p. m., Friday, November 27th, Presi- 
dent Kirby in the chair. 

No absentees. 

Delegate Skemp announced that one of 
the Painters*^ delegation had been obliged 
to leave the city on account of illness, and 
requested that Mr. Eisenring be seated in- 
stead of Delegate Breidenbach. 

Ob motion the request was granted. 

President Kirby— Delegate Eisenring wUl 
take the place of Delegate Breidenbach on 
the Committee on Laws. Delegate Jo 
Evans will take the place of Delegate 
Cruickshank on the Committee on Resolu- 
tions, as Delegate Cruickshank has left the 
city. 

There being no further business to be 
brought before the Convention, on motion 
of Delegate Cook a recess was taken until 
3:30 to allow the committees to prepare 
reports. 

At 3:30 the session was reconvened. 
President Klrby in the chair. 



Delegate Featherston — I believe we ought 
to^ have a uniform name for our locals. 
In some cities they are called local councils 
and in others local departments. 

President Kirby— Section 35 of the Con- 
stitution gives them the title of Local 
Building Trades Councils. 

Delegate Crampton — There are several 
good reasons why we should have uni- 
formity in the name of the local organ- 
izations. If we are to have alliances 
and councils and departments, it will be 
difficult to arrange the names in alpha- 
betical order. 



REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESO- 
LUTIONS. 



for the committee. 



I>elegate Oodshall, 
reported as follows: 

Resolution No. 28 (Resolution No. 37 as 
adopted by the American Federation of 
Labor Convetnion) — By Delegates Jo Evans 
and J. F. MftR\M\i, ^1 XXikfe "XwsrcLVj^osse^ 
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Stone Cutters' Association of North 
America : 

WHEREAS, There is at present a dual 
organization of stone cutters, stylinsr 
themselves "The National Stone Cutters* 
Association"; and 

WHEREAS. This association is formed 
solely of seceders from the parent body, 
"The Journeymen Stone Cutters* Associa- 
tion of North America"; and 

WHEREAS, This dual organhsation was 
formed and is governed and controlled 
by the Employers* Association, who use 
it as a menace and a means of disrup- 
tion to organized labor, sending its mem- 
bers as strike-breakers into every local- 
ity where trouble occurs between the 
Employers and the Journeymen Stone 
Cntters* Association of North America; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-Bigbth An- 
nual Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, that the Executive Council 
be requested to Instruct all afDliated Cen- 
tral Bodies to comply with Section 1 of 
Article XI. of the American Federation 
of Labor Constitution; that the Journey- 
men Stone Cutters' Association of North 
America, which is afSliated with the 
American Federation of Labor, shall be 
sustained in, every possible manner by 
every member of the American Federation 
Of Labor in the protection of their or- 
ganization And the enforcement of their 
rights. 

The committee recommended that the 
Convention endorse the action of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

On Resolution No. 4, by the Louisville 
Building Trades Department of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, the committee 
made the following report: 

That the subject matter of the resolu- 
tion be referred to the Executive Coun- 
cil of the Building Trades Department 
for investigation and su<jh action as they 
deem best. 

Delegate Godshall — The committee make 
this recommendation for the reason that 
all the evidence submitted has been one- 
sided. We do not believe there is suffi- 
cient evidence here In Denver at the pres- 
ent time to allow us to take decisive 
action on it. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Secretary Spencer — Did the committee 
take into consideration that a telegram 
was received later saying that the trades 
that made the protest were about to be 
unseated in the Central Labor Union? 

President Kirby — They evidently did. 

The report of the committee was con- 
mirred in. 



Resolution No. 9 was referred to the- 
committee for further consideration. lib 
lieu of that resolution we submit the fol- 
lowing amendment to the Constitution: 
Amend Section 3(J by striking out after* 
the words "Provided, however," on seventb< 
line from the last, and adding: 

"That while local organizations shall, 
abide by and conform to existing agree- 
ments with their employers, they shall 
not, on the expiration of such agreements,, 
enter into any new agreements contain- 
ing any clause which will prevent their 
obeying the laws of this Department or 
from tneir giving each other prompt and 
effective assistance, or their combining for* 
united action and material support." 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be- 
concurred in. 

The question was discussed by Delegate 
Ryan, who opposed the recommendation,, 
and by Delegates Redding, Arnold and' 
Featherston, who spoke in favor of the- 
recommendation. 

The motion to concur in the recommen- 
dation of the committee was carried. 

Delegate Donlin, of the Operative Plas- 
terers, stated that he was obliged to re- 
turn to his home, and ask that James- 
O. Sheehan be seated in his place. 

On motion the request was granted. 

Secretary Spencer read the following^ 
communication, . which was referred to- 
the Committee on Resolutions: 

Resolution No. 26— By Building Trader 
Council of Denver and Vicinity: 

Owing to the financial condition of the 
Denver Building Trades Council, caused' 
by the continuous drain on our treas- 
ury for the purpose of defending our 
rights in the courts, made necessary by 
the many suits brought against us by 
the Citizens' Alliance, we take this op- 
portunity of placing our position before- 
the Department. 

Our case an4 conditions were pre- 
sented to the Building Trades Com- 
mittee at Norfolk,, asd a resolution ask- 
ing the American Federation of Labor- 
to assist us was endorsed by the com- 
mittee and adopted by the Convention 
(see Resolution 45, page 307), with rec- . 
binmendatlons that National and Inter- 
national Unions contribute to a fund to- 
be used for the purpose of testing the 
Colorado Anti-Boycott Law. 

We sent a circular letter to the Build- 
ing Trades, setting forth our conditions 
and the suits on hand, but have receive* 
no assistance except from the Interna- 
tional Marble Workers, who levied an as- 
sessment of 50 cents per member on tiielr- 
entlre membership. 

The Colorado State Federation of La- 
bor levied an assesssment of ten cehts 
upon its membership for the purpose of 
raising funds to defend the v/nrious 8ait» 
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tne burden has been borne t)y 
ver Building Trades Council, and as a 
eonseoiietice has caused a great deal of 
^issaUatactloQ amo^g tbe l;mildliig craft 
ff_aid city. 

^e are at present indebted to our at- 
toriteTS fior the cases that haye been tried 
recently. 

There has been elected at the recent 
election, we believe, a friendly legisla- 
ture, and we would like to get the pres- 
ent boycott law repealed, as it has been 
the cause of an enormous outlay of 
money to the Bulding Trades Council, 
hut we have no money in our treasury 
to put such a repeal through the coming 
tegfslature or pay our present indebted- 
ness to our attorneys; therefore we ap- 
peal to you as our National Officers to 
assist us in our present fight foe tbe 
rights of the building mechanics to work 
or to refuse to work where Or for whom 
we choose. 

SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OF THE EX- 
ECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

Secretary Spencer read the following 
report : 

Your Executive Council, after mature 
deliberation, are of the opinion that the 
revenue of the Department is in8u(8qient 



for its competent conduct and makil*-' 
nance, and sitici the Convention haa taw^ 
down the question of increasing xhe Mr 
capita tax, the Kxecutite Council hm- 
with respectfully recommend that an tfs- 
seasment of ohe cent per member l>e 
levied upon the general membership 6f 
each alSliated International Union; thil^ 
the saine be made due and payable at tXi 
General Offices within four months. 

Estimated total at one eent per member 
will amount to about >^,000. 

On motion of Delegate McCarthy the 
recommendation of the Executive Coup- 
cil was concurred in, the vote being unan- 
imous. 

Delegate Feeney — I move that when we 
convene this evening it be to take up 
the election of offieers. (Seconded.) 

Delegate McCarthy moved as an amend- 
ment that the election of officers be made 
a special order of business for 10 a. m. 
Saturday. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Feeney — I accept that lns]tead 
of my motion. 

The motion as offered by Delegate Mc- 
Carthy carried. 

At 4*J.5 the rules were suspended and 
the Convention adjourned to 7:30 p. nu 



FOURTH DAY— Friday Night Seulon 



The Convention was called to order at 
7:30 p. m., Friday, November 27th, Presi- 
dent Kirby In the chair. 

ABSENTEES : Delegates Cruickshank, 
Coombe and Duncan. 

. Secretary Spencer read the following 
aupplemental report of the Executive 
Council : 

A complaint was lodged by the Amal- 
gamated Society of Carpenters of Denver 
against the Building Trades Council be- 
cause of the repeated refusal of the Den- 
ver Building Trades Couneil to seat the 
delegates of the Amalgamated Carpenters. 
The statement was made that there were 
a sufficient number of the members of the 
Amalgamated Carpenters to hold a char- 
ter* and that because of that fact the 
Council was not justified in denying them 
i^jiresentation. A delegation from the 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners 
appeared and stated that the Amalga- 
mated Carpenters in Denver had seceded 
from the parent organization and joined 
the Brotherhood, and that an insufficient 
number remained in that local to Justify 
them in holding a charter or seat in the 
Building Trades Council. 

On. the retirement of the conunlttee the 
SzAcnllte Council took the matter np and 



decided that since the Amalgamated Cavr 
penters were members in accord with the 
Building Trades Department, that they 
could not legally be disqualified from 
membership, and ordered the officers to 
instruct the Denver Local Council o* 
Building Trades to seat the representa- 
tives of the Amalgamated Carpenters at 
once. 

On motion the report of the Executive 
Council was concurred in. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ADJUST- 
MENT. 

Delegate McNulty, for the committee, 
reported as follows: 

PLUMBERS VS. STEAM Ig'ITTEJtS. 

As the dispute between the United As- 
sociation of Plumbers and Gas Fitters, 
Steam Fitters and Steam Fitters' Help- 
ers of the United States and Canaom 
and the International Association ot 
Steam and Hot Water Fitters and Help- 
ers of America has passed through all 
the stages of confierence and efforts at> 
adjustment known to the American 
Federation of Labor, before reference to 
this Department, and in Its present form 
comes to thVa Bv^^tViEkJ^-oX. «»A. v^ ^Qb&Kv 
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committee^ first, as courtesy to this De- 
IMirtment; and, second, for adjostment 
as a Buildingr Trades dispute, and as 
Resolution No. 20, relative to the situa- 
tion in Toronto, Canada; and Resolu- 
tion No. 30, referred to this Department 
by the American Federation of Labor, 
relative to the Pittsburg situation, are 
all bearine on the long standing dispute 
between these two organisations, your 
committee recommend: 

That this Convention orders representa- 
tives of both organizations to meet at the 
headquarters of this Department in Wash- 
ington, D. C, during the month of Jan- 
uary, 1009, the date to be set by the 
President of this Department, for the pur- 
pose of drawing up a working agreement, 
to-wit : 

First. So that both organisations can 
work in harmony. 

Second. So as to prevent other organ- 
isations from becoming involved. 

Third. To prevent either organization 
from using methods detrimental to the 
best interests of the sren^ral labor move- 
ment against one anotner. 

Fourth. To provide for an exchange 
of working cards, allowing members of 
one organization to work in the Juris- 
diction controlled by the other. 

Fifth. That neither organization shall 
institute a Local Union in any city 
where trouble exists between the em- 
ployers and members of either organi- 
zation. 

Your committee further recommend 
that after the conference provided for 
herein between the representatives of 
both organizations has been held, the 
Secretary of this Department is hereby 
instructed to notify all Local Depart- 
ments that they, or any Local union 
affiliated therewith, must not become in- 
volved in any dispute arising between 
these organizations over a question of 
jurisdiction. 

We further recommend that when the 
conference is held for the purpose of 
arriving at the working agreement re- 
ferred to, that the decisions previously 
rendered by the American Federation of 
Labor thereon be considered in their dif- 
ferent phases. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred In. 

Delegate Costello — I would like to have 
the committee explain the report at this 
particular time, so there will be no 
equivocation, and so we cannot be told 
after this conference is held that there 
was nothing In the recommendation of the 
committee that carried anything with it. 

Delegate McNulty — This is not a recom- 
mendation; it is an order. It is ordered 
that both organizations shall meet and 
enter Into an agreement along the lines 
defined; that when they do meet — and 
not until then — If they wrangle among 
themselves and fail to come to ab agree- 
ment, the Secretary of this Department 
}B Jnstrvcted to Dotity all Local Councils 



that they or any locals afllliated with 
them shall not be drawn into tliis con- 
troversy. 

The main purpose of the committee was 
to save the Local Councils from destruc- 
tion. It was proven to your committee 
that in various parts of the country th^ 
Building Trades Councils were brought 
into this dispute, some of the members 
.taking one side, and some the other, with 
the results that the Councils became 
weakened, and in some cases put out of 
commission. We believe If both sides 
are sincere they can get together and 
agree along the lines we have recom- 
mended. If they full, this Department 
will not take sides until we get to an- 
other Convention, unless the Executive 
Council makes another decision. 

Delegate Costello — There is nothing man- 
datory at all. You say we shall meet, and 
if we agree to disagree there is nothing 
accomplished. 

Delegate McNulty — This is not a recom- 
mendation, but an order. When this meet- 
ing is held there will be taken down 
verbatim all that passes between the rep- 
resentatives of both organizations. Then 
when it comes to us again, if it is not 
settled, we will be able to Judge which 
side placed obstacles in the way of ar- 
riving at a mutual agreement. 

Delegate Costello — ^In other words, when 
this conference is held the subject matter 
of the statements of both sides will be 
taken down, and if no agreement is 
reached the same conditions will exist 
until such time as this Department holds 
another Convention, and the Convention 
will have the minutes of the conference 
to be held In January, to be dealt with 
as you have been dealing with the con- 
ference that was held a few months ago. 

Delegate Duffy, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee — This is an order; it is not a re- 
quest. You must !)Oth of you get to- 
gether and draw up a working agree- 
ment, and other organizations that have 
been involved for years In this fight must 
keep their hands off. They must not 
take part one way or the other. And 
If you cannot draw up an agreement, the 
Executive Council of this Department 
win draw up an agreement and submit 
It to the local departments and tell them 
to agree to It. That Is about the sub- 
stance of it. 

Delegate McMNulty— That Is the intent 
of the committee. If you fail to agree, 
the Executive Council of this Djcpart- 
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all that has passed in the conference, and 
they will draw up an understanding along 
the lines laid down herein and notify the 
local departments and both organizations 
of that understanding. 

Delegate Cosffello— If that is in the re- 
port of the committee in so many words, 
and not merely the intent of the commit- 
tee, and we will not be told two or three 
months from now the intent was some- 
thing else, that is another proposition. 
If that is the intent of the committee, let 
it be put down in plain English. There 
«hould be no question about -it. I ask 
these questions because we have find con- 
ferences and conferences, and they have 
resulted in nothing. The last Ameiican 
Federation of Labor meeting was going to 
do something; we felt the report of the 
•committee meant that. In fact, members 
of that committee have said that was their 
intention, but the Executive Council, \o 
which body the matter was referred, said: 
■**This report does not say we shall do 
anything; it simply says we are empow- 
ered to do it if we feel so disposed." Ana 
they did not f^l so disposed. Now if it 
is the intent of the committee that thrs 
ment will meet; they will be familiar with 
Building Trades Department wishes us to 
:get together at a stipulated time upon 
•certain lines as defined, and if the two 
organisations cannot agree on those lines, 
if this committee will say that the' Execu- 
tive Couifcil of the Building Trades De- 
partment shall and must define the Juris- 
•diction of both organizations — put it at 
same specific time, and not have it come 
to the next Convention — I will feel better 
than I do at the present time. 

President Kir by — The committee is abie 
^o interpret the meaning of the report 
The stenographer has taken down the 
statements, and they will be part of the 
record. 

Delegate Costello — I realize thqt; but t 
realize also that all the (tlscussions hero 
will not be printed and go to the genertti 
membership. The committee that brings 
in this recommendation will not be the 
Executive Council either. If it is a rec- 
ommendation to this board to perform a 
•duty, it seems to me the committee should 
put it in no uncertain language. 

Delegate Alpine — I want to say to the 
committee and to the delegates In gen- 
eral that it goes without saying I feel 
there should be a settlement of long 
standing controversies. .\nd, In confi- 
dence let me sny, we feel quite prepareoi 



to defend the position of the United As- 
sociation. I am not going to oppose the 
report of the committee; in fact, I am 
rather inclined to favor It. I am in favor 
of anything that will bring indufrtrfcii 
peace and end the many bickeringrs and 
battles and strifes that have so occu- 
pied your attention, as well as the at- 
tention of the general labor movement. 
Mr. Costello referred to the several con- 
ferences that were held which resulted 
in failure. I want to say, Mr. Chair- 
man, that it is entirely possible you win 
hold another which will fail unless the 
party of each part appoints as its repre- 
sentatives men who are determined to 
go and reach an amicable adjustment, 
and not determined- to go and disagree. 
And I am assuming, too, that if an agree- 
ment or an understanding is reached, as 
per the recommendation of the commit- 
tet\ that It W..I be adhered to. And t 
am looking forward to this Department 
being big enough and strong enough and 
grand enough to compel Its adherence 
once you have decided. 

There Is one feature of the recom- 
mendation, and only one, I would like to 
have explained. On record and before 
this Convention let me say that I am 
in favor of a peaceful adjustment of thK-* 
matter, but I am here to fight every 
inch of the road If I must. I welcome 
your peace offerings, and you will find 
me ready to go half way — and I will 
not be afraid to take a step farther lu 
the direction of the goal you are striving 
for. I want to know, when he refers 
to the Toronto affair as helug carried 
away and embodied in this report. If it 
is to sink into oblivion and not be heard 
of any more; if it is to be a matter of 
history — not trade union history — but a 
matter of history I don't care to dwell 
on? I want to know if that Is dead? 

Delegate McNulty — We considered botii 
the Toronto and the Pittsburg matters. 
We felt that, inasmuch as the meeting 
will be called in January — and not any 
later. It must be called then — that is a 
matter that both sides can agree on and 
settle for the best Interess of all; where- 
as, if we ake action here on the separate 
cases It might . tend to drive both sides 
farther apart instead of bringing them 
together. We do not mean if trouble is 
settled in a city today the organizer of 
either organization can go In tomorrow, 
when the men are perhaps discouraged, or 
not entirely v^V^vv^^jvi ^WVl Wivs; ^^<sx\a ^^. 
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the national officers during tbe trouble, 
and effect a dual organization. That, is 
why we enclosed both those cities in the 
general proposition. 

Delegate Alpine discussed the Toronto 
situation nt some length. He discussea 
the situation as outlined in Resolution 
No. 2&i and concluded by asking tliat 
the charter granted the men who were 
in arrears to the United Association, and 
the men whom he declared helped to 
break the strike, be rescinded. 

Delegate Sullivan — I came here with a 
single purpose, and that to settle the long 
existing controversy between the Plumbers 
and Steam Fitters, and now find I am 
put back another two months to a con- 
ference that does not state deflnitism. I 
came here to settle the differences between 
the Plumbers and the Steam Fitters, not 
to bring upon the floor of this Convention 
the rankling sores of the past. If you 
adopt tbe proposition submittc4l by the 
gentleman who has preceded me, I shall 
ask you also to adopt the suggestion that 
they do the same thing in Pittsburg. 

Delegate Sullivan discussed the ques- 
tion, going into the details of the trouble 
between the two organisations in Pitts- 
burg and Toronto. 

Delegate Alpine replied to the state- 
ments of Delegate Sullivan, and said in 
concluding his remarks: "I offer as an 
amendment that tbe charter issued lo 
Pittsburg by the United Association be 
hereby declared null and void, and that 
the charter issued by the International 
Association in Toronto be hereby declared 
null and void, and that both organiza- 
tions bfe compelled from now on to keep 
off each other*s territory, and rescind the 
charter of the first organization that does 
not live up to that mandate." 

Delegate Sullivan, in replying to Dele- 
gate Alptne, said in part: "He can well 
afford to do that. If a charter was 
granted in Toronto .it was done openly; 
while in Pittsburg they sneaked the men 
into the Plumbers* organization. They 
can well afford to revoke the charter 
issued to the Steam Fitters and hold the 
men in the Plumbers' local." 

Delegate McCarthy seconded the amend- 
ment offered by Delegate Alpine, and dis- 
cussed the question briefly. 

Delegate Sullivan and Delegate Costello 
spoke on the amendment offered by Dele- 
gate Alpine. During the discussion tixe 



situation in Toronto, Pittsburg, and other 
cities was considered. 

Delegate Duffy, chairman of the com- 
mittee, discussed the question, and said 
in part: "Your committee %eard nil .theaie- 
statements when this matter was before 
them. There are faults on both sides^ 
We took tbe entire matter under (K>D8ld- 
eratlon; the report of the Executive Com- 
mittee referred to this Convention by the 
American Federation of Labor, the reso- 
lution j submitted at Norfolk relatire to- 
the Pittsburg affair, and the resolution 
relative to Toronto. We are satisfied tkere 
is wrong on both. sides, and we want to 
rectify that wrong. I believe every or- 
ganization represented here has had men 
involved in strikes with Plumbers on one 
side and Steam Fitters on the other. Now 
we are coming down flat-footed to tell 
you that the Central Bodies and the local 
unions affiliated with them must not take 
any part in the future in these fights thtt 
may arise over Jurisdiction. Never in 
the , history of this fight has there been 
any decision or recommendation in all 
the conferences that have been held which 
says that you must come together and 
settle this dispute. We not only say must, 
but you are ordered by this Convention 
to come together. Your committee can see 
no other way out of it, in order to save 
the other trades represented here, than to 
make, not request, not petition, but order 
the organizations to get together. If you 
vote for the amendment you will be put- 
ting in another wedge to drive these peo- 
ple farther apart while we are trying to 
get them together. Tbe best thing to do 
is to adopt the report as the committee 
make it." 

Delegate O'Conner spoke in favor of the 
report of the committee. He spoke of 
the dissension that had formerly existed 
between the Plasterers* and the Brick- 
layers' organizations, and of the agree- 
ment that had been effected whereby they 
were both working in harmony. He sug- 
gested that a similar plan be outlined 
for the agreement between the Plumbers 
and the Steam Fitters. 

Delegate Alpine — I made the statement 
a few minutes ago that I was willing 
to abide by whatever decision you might 
render, whether it was favorable or nn- 
favorable. I listened to the arguments 
that were ofltered b^ everybody who spoke, 
and as the originator of the amendment, ^ 
in order to show my sincerity and good..:; 
faith, and for the proper continuation' ^ 
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<of a ]^ii!l(^ing Traces Department that will 
fee a Biiiiding l^rades Department in ns^me 
4ind iik deed, with the consent of the sec- 
•ohder, I ask leave to withdraw the amend- 
ment. ' 

Delegate McCarthy made a short state- 
jnent of his reasons for seconding the 
■amendment, and consented to its being 
withdrawn. 

Delegate Sullivan — After hearing Dele- 
gate Duffy's statement I desire to say 
that I am in hearty accord with him, and 
in January he will probably see the dove 
•oi^ pef^i^ hovering between Delegate Alpine 
■and. myself. 

On motion of Delegate Feeney debate 
was dosed. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
•committee was carried, the vote being 
itxnahimous. 

President Kirby — If this same feeling 
prevails in January it' will lead to the 
rgreatest victory organized labor has yet 
won. • 

Delegate MjpNulty— On behaU of the 
•eommittee I desire to say there are no 
^delegates to this Convention any more 
pleased with the result of the vote, than 
we are. We labored hard to reach a 
splution of this tironbl^ that has con- 
fronted the movement for so many years. 

Delegate McNulty continued the report 
'Of the Adjustment Committee, as follows: 

(keferre4 from the American Federa- 
-tion of Labor Convention.) 

TSroOD, WIRE AND METAL LATHERS- 
BRIDGE AND STRUCTURAL 
IRON WORKERS. 

The, subject' matter of Resolution No. 
liO, . which deals with the dispute, be- 
ween the above named orgaplsations, 
tiaving been considered by the. Execu- 
tive Connci), it was decided that this 
matter be referred to the Denver Con- 
vention^ with the recommendation that 
the subject matter be referred to the 
Building Trades Department of the Amer- 
. lean iB'eqeration of Labor for adjudication. 
The ottcers of both organizations were so 
notified, and Secretary -Treasurer Brandt, 
•of the International Union of Wood, Wlrq 
and Metal Lathers, made the request. 
VThat you set forth in full the aetion of 
your Executive Boac4 on this question, 
which took place in March, 1907. and also 
•et forth the action of the Norfolk Con- 
T«ntlon on this Question by quoting the 
action of the Building Trades . Committee 
in this dispute, which can be done by 
-quoting the rmort of that committee. • 
In the event of th<Q Convention adopting 
the recommendatipn of the Executive 
Council, all the papers in this matter wlU 



be referred to the Building Trades De- 
pai^ment, thus- conaplylng witb tile re- 
quest of Secretary -Treasurer Brandt. 

EXTRACT FROM MINTJTES EXECU- 
TIVE COUNCIL MEETING, 
MARCH. 1907. . 

On the complaint of the Wood, Wl*e 
and Metal Lathers' International Union 
fltgainst the Bridge and Structural Iron 
workers* Intexnatlonal Association fot 
infringing upon their Jurisdiction, it was 
to the Building Trades Committee at Nor- 
decided that the claims of the Wood, Wire 
and Metal Lathers be sustained, and that 
lir communicating this decision to the 
officers of tne Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers' International Association, their 
attention be called to the change made in 
their Constitution by which they extend 
their Jurisdiction over "all wire work/.* 
without notice of their intention beihg 
lodged with the officers of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

After going into an extended hearing 
of the Jurisdiction claims oif both organi- 
zations, your committee recommend thftt 
the erection and installfitlon of all light 
.iron work, such as light iron furring, 
bxacl^ets. clips, hangers, steel corner 
guards or beads, and metallic lathing of 
all descriptions, belongs solely to the 
lather. 

This, does not give the right, however, 
to the Lathers to install or erect any 
other iron work than as herein specified 
and outlined. 

This decision is based in conformity 
with the agreement entered into by the 
national officers of both orgahlzations 
and endorsed by the Kansas City Con- 
vention of Structural Iron Workers and 
concurred in by the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be ajiopted. 

Delegate Ryan— I would li^eto. ask the 
members of the committee what they Uava 
to say about reinforced concrete work? 
That matter was before you. What did 
you do with It? ' 

Delegate McNulty — Your committee were 
of the opinion that the decision carried 
with it all questions that were in .dispute. 
We have specified what the Lathers can 
do> aiid. have stated that. we do not give 
the right to the Lathers to esect or in- 
stall any other work than herein speci- 
fied. 

Delegate Ryan — While I am satisfied the 
committee Is a hard-working one, that 
kind of a report will not settle the dis- 
pute. Some of the lathers are putting up 
columns and beams. 

Delegate Duffy, Chairman of the Com-; 
mlttee — We do not concede to the Lathers 
the right to . erect either a column or a 
beam of any klnd^ or ^itv's <jKiVi\\sx\s.^ w. 
beam^ etec\«<QL \>i «l ^'^xtKO*.. ^^'t "Cvvwy^N. 
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we made that spcclflc. The Lather is not 
allowed to put up any column or any 
beam. 

Delegate Ryan — But the committee say 
that the Lathers can put ul)*. light iron 
work. Is this Department going to sup- 
port twt)^ organizations of Iron Workers? 
How can r get my people to understand 
the division of work made by the com- 
mittee? The committee ought to say this 
work belongs to one or the other. We 
have in our organization men who set 
the very finest bronze work. The Orna- 
mental Iron Workers have been in our 
organizi^tloq for years. We have had our 
lines of demarcation for them, and now 
this organisation chartered as a Lathers* 
union asks for part of it. You must make 
decisions that will appeal to reason and 
common sense. 

The Iron Worker is entitled to all the 
Iron work in a building from top to bot- 
tom except the lathing. 

Delegate Taggart discussed the ques- 
tion at length, referring to an agreement 
that had been made in a convention of 
the Bridge and Structural Iron Workers, 
held in Kansas City, and the organisa- 
tion of Wood. Wire and Metal Lathers. 
He also claimed the work given the 
Lathers by the committee had been done 
by that organization for years in large 
cities. 

Delegate Butler discussed the question 
at some length, and moved as an amend- 
ment to. the repQrt of the committee that 
the entire subject matter be referred to 
the Executive Council, with a committee 
from both organizations, to define what 
is light iron work and what is heavy iron 
work. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Duffy — Light iron work per- 
taining to lathing is specified. Any light 
iron work, according to our recommenda- 
tion, belongs to the Lathers. 

Delegate McSorley. in discussing the 
question, said in part: **I rise to oppose 
the amendment. This has been handed 
down from one P^xecutive Council ■ to 
another, and the decisions have always 
been in favor of the Lather. The com- 
mittee tells you what we claim and what 
we are entitled to. We do not want any 
of the Iron Workers' work; what we con- 
tend for is light iron work, furring and 
metal lath, the making of brackets, clips 
and such things as pertain to pietal lath- 
ing and fioor construction. The members 
ot that committoo know how a building 



is constructed. This same amendment wa» 
offered in the Norfolk Convention, and 
only resulted in a year of delay. T^e Ex- 
ecutive Council of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor referred the matter here for 
you to deal with and adjust, and St is 
up to you to do it." 

Delegate Butler— The amendment in Nor- 
folk was to have the Executive Covncit 
define the scope of the decision. This asks 
to have a committee from each side ap- 
pointed to get together with the Executive 
Council and define the Jurisdiction. 

Delegate Duffy — ^There has been no 
dodging on the part of this committee; 
We mention what the light iron work is. 
We distinctly specify that we do not standi 
for the Lather putting up any sort of 
beams or using a derrick, nor will v>*^ 
stand for him using a six by six. 0.ms 
dispute has been going on for some time. 
All that light iron work was originally 
done by the Lather. In 1903 your national; 
oflScers and the national officers^ of i\n' 
Lathers, with some of the delegates who 
are now present, met in order to come \o 
an agreement or understanding relative 
to this dispute. They entered Into an 
agreement, and In the latter part defined 
what the Lather must not do with heavir 
iron. The national officers of both organi- 
zations decided that the installation of all 
light iron work, such as iron furring, 
brackets, clips, hangers, comer beads, etd 
belonged to the Lather. In the next year, 
when the Convention of the Iron Workers 
met, this agreement was concurred in. 
Afterwards it was endorsed by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 

Delegate Butler — I do not deny that 
agreement, but it gives the Lathers the 
right to do the work along with us pro- 
vided they get the same wages. That 
agreement does not prove that we gave 
that work over to them. We arrangetf 
for an exchange of cards, but the Lathers 
did not live up to that agreement. The 
national oflicers Delegate Duffy speaks of 
were legislated out of office for making 
that agreement. 

Delegate Barry (J. H.) discusse^ the 
question, referring at length to the agree- 
ment entered into in 1003, and the way 
iron work had been done in different 
cities since that time, and concluded oy 
saying: "I do not thoroughly understand 
the report of the committee. Reinforced 
concrete work is not mentioned speci- 
fically. I would like to be set right oa 
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that part mt the report. I would like to 
know what the committee intend to r^ 
port on that part of the work. Do they 
Intend tnat that shall 90 to the Lather? 

Dele^rate MeNnlty— The committee tried 
to make their report clear. We went over 
all the documents and evidence presented. 
If we overlooked anything we did not do 
it intentionally. I think it is clear and 
definite. 

Delegate Barry continued his discussion 
of the work in different classes of build- 
ings, and spoke of instances in which the 
Lathers had worked with heavy lion on 
reinforced concrete coastr-setlon. 

Delegate McCarthy — I rise to a point of 
«rder. I do so because I am deeply in- 
tserested in that particular work in the 
section of country I come from. The 
statement presented by the committee iK 
absolutely 8»»eeiflc in regard to it; that 
sort of work is absolutely prohibited by 
the committee; the Lathers canuot do it. 

President Kirby — The point is well 
taken. 

Delegate Barry—If that is the decision 
of the committee I will not go farther 
into that phase of it. If the committee 
say the reinforced concrete work belongs 
to the Iron Workers, I do not care to say 
anything more about it. I will let that 
part go right now if that is the under- 
standing. 

Delegate McNulty — We thought we were 
specific in every one of our recommenda- 
tions. If you want plainer language you 
will have to refer the report back to the 
committee, because I will not assume tne 
responsibility of making any change in 
the language. 

Delegate Barry (J. H.) — I asked that 
question in order to be set right. I did 
not understand just what the committee 
meant. 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegates Taggart, Ryan, Butler, Barry 



(J. H.), Clifford, O'Sullivan, Feathewton, 
Barry (E.) and McCarthy. 

On motion debate was closed. 

The amendment offered by Delegate 
Butler was declared lost on a viva voce 
vote. 

Delegate Byan — I ask for a roll call on 
the amendnient. 

Presldei^t Kirby— The Secretary will call 
the roll. 

Secretary Spencer proceeded to call the 
roll, which resulted as follows: 

ROLL CALL ON AMENDMENT. 

Ayes — Delegates Butler, Barry (J. H.) 
Ryan, Murray, Keough, Huddell, HanuK 
han, McKee, Stemburgh. Hedrick— 10. 

Nays — Delegates Duffy, Featherston, Dee 
Rou, KIrby, McCarthy, Henderson, Cos 
;rrove, Fyfo, Crampton, Sanders, Goellnitz, 
McXulty, Godshall, McLaughliu, Fay. 
Feeney. Comerford, D'Alessanaro, McSor 
ley. Tairjrsirt, Price, O'Sullivan, Barry (B.> 
I'(»\vers. Redding, Bahlhorn, Skemp, Ar 
nold, Twyford. O'Conner, Cook, Alpine, 
Coefleld, Spencer, Badgley, Sands, Sullivan, 
Evans, Leps — 39. 

ROLL CALL ON REPORT OF COM- 
MITTEE. 

Ayes — Delegates Fyfe, Crampton, San- 
ders, Duffy, Featherston, McCarthy, Hen- 
derson, Deegon, Cosgrove, Goellnitz. Mc- 
Laughlin, Godshall, Fay, McNulty, McKee. 
Comerford, Stemburgh, D'Alessandro, Mc- 
Sorley, Taggart, Price, O'Sullivan, Barry 
(E.), Powers. Redding, Bahlhorn, Skemp, 
Arnold, Twyford, O'Conner, Cook, Alpine, 
Coefleld, Spencer, Badgley, Sands, Sulli- 
van, Evans, Leps — 30. 

Nays — Delegates Butler, Barry (J. H.j, 
Ryan, Murray, Keough. Huddell, Comer- 
ford, Hannahan — 8. 

At 11 :40 p. m. the Convention was ad- 
journed to reconvene at 9 a. m., Satur- 
day, November 28th. 
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FIFTH DAY— Saturday Morning Session 



The Convention wan called to order at 
"d a. m., Saturdav November 28th, Presi- 
dent Kirbjr in the chair. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLt- 
TIONS. 

Delegate Qodshall, for the committee, 
veported as follows: 

Resolution No. 25— By Building Trades 
Council of Denver and Vicinity: 

Owing to the financial condition of tlM 
Driver Building Tradies Council, caused 
"by the contintiotis drain on our treasury 
f<»r thie purpose of defining our rights in 
the courts, made necessary by the many 
suits brought aga,inst us ,by the- Cit^ens* 
Alliance, we take this opportunity- .of> plac- 
ing our position before the Department. . 

Our case and conditions were presented 
folk, and a resolution asking the Americah 
Fei^ration of Labor to assist us was en- 
dorsed by the committee and adopted by 
the Contention (see Resolution 45, page 
Wl), with recommendations that Natioutei 
and International Unions contribute to a 
fund to be used for the purpose of testing 
the Colorado Anti-Boycott Law. 

We sent a circnlilr letter to the Build- 
ing Trades setting forth our conditions 
and the suits on hand, but have received 
BO assistance except from the Interna- 
tioiuil Marble Workers, who levied an as- 
«€!88Qient of 90 cents per member on their 
-entire membership. 

The Colorado State Federation of La- 
tter tefied an as^Sfirment of ten cents upon 



its membership for the purpose of rfkisinj^ 
funds to defend the various suits brought 
against the unions by tlie Citixens' .Ailii> 
ance, yet the greater part of the durdeh 
has been borne by the Denver Building 
Trades Council, and as a consequence has 
caused a great deal of dissatisfaction 
among t^e .bulldlQg craft of this city. 

We are at present indebted to our at- 
torneys for the cases that have been tried 
recently. , 

There has been elected at the recent 
election, we believe, a friendly- legisla- 
tur, and we would \\k.e to ge^ the presi- 
ent boycott law repealed, as it has been 
the cause of an enortnous outlay of money 
to the Building Trades Council, but*, we 
have no money in our treasury to put 
Shch a repeal thtough- the coniing legis- 
lature or pay bur present indebtedness 
to our attorneys; therefore we appeal to 
you as our National Qmcers to assist us 
in our present fight for the rfehts 6f'the 
building mechanics to work or ta refuse 
to work where or for whom we choose. 

The committee reported as follows: 

We heartily endorse this resolution, 
and recommend that the Cdhtention take 
immediate, action so that a fund may 
be created to assist the Denver Bulldin|[ 
Trades Council, which Is il local of this 
Departmetit, in defending the suits in 
which it and its affiliated locals are in- 
volved; also to assist in haying the Anti- 
Boycott Laws Of the state of Colorado 
repealed. 

A motion was made and. seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee b^ 
eoncwTted Vii. 
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Delegate GodRhall— I had hoped the rep- 
resentatlyes from the Denver Building 
Trades Council would be here, as they 
have considerable data in regard to this 
matter. 

Delegate Goellnit*— 1 more as an amend- 
ment that the matter be referred to the 
incoming Executive Council. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Evans spoke at some lengrth 
in flavor of the resolution, and discussed 
the ^^ondition of the Loctil Council anil itH 
atiQliated locals. 

Delegate Duffy spoke in fa tor of the 
amendment, and suggested that if it hpjO? 
referred to the Executive Council of the 
Department that body would confer with 
the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor as to the best means 
of assisting the Denver Local Cojoocil. 

Delegate Price .discussed the question, 
and stated that a $60,060 dasmge suit 
brought nprainst the looU orgiinizatious 
had been withdrawn. 

Delegate Crampton spoke in favor of 
the report of the committee, nnd urged 
that a small assessment l>e placed on. 
the members of the building trades affili- 
ated with the Building Trades Depart- 
ment. 

Delegate 8kemp spoke in- favor of the 
report of the committee. 

The motion to refer to the incoming 
Executive Council was carried. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

President Kirby— The hour for the 
special order of business has arrived. I 
will appoint Delegates Skemp, D'Alessan- 
dro and Price to act as tellers. 

Vice-President Hannahan in the chair. • 

The Chairman announced that th'e first 
thing in order would be the nomination 
and election of a (Jeneral President. 
. Delegate Taggart placed in nomination 
James Kirby, of the United Brotherhood 
of Carpenters and Joiners. The nomina- 
tion was seconded by Delegate Clifford. 

There being no further nominations, on 
motion of Delegate Murray nominations 
were declared closed and the Secretary 
was instructed to cast one ballot for 
James Kirby as the unanimous choice of 
the Convention for President for the en- 
suing term. 

Secretary Spencer complied with the 
Instruction of the Convention, and Presi- 
dent Kirby was declared duly elected to 
serve for the ensuing term. 

President KIrby in the chair. 



In response to a request for a speech. 
President Kirby said: 

^'Brothers, I want to thank yon all for 
the confidence you have reposed in me. 
It Is heartily appreciated. I will con- 
tinue in the future, as I have in tlie past, 
to do everjrthlng I can for the betterment 
of the building trades." 

Delegate Arnold— In behalf of the Paint- 
ers* delegation I wish to place in nom- 
ination for First Vice- Resident. George 
Iledrick, of the International Brotherhood 
of Pointers, I)ocorutors and Paperhangers. 

There •beih^, uo further nominations, on 
motion of Delegate Skemp nominations 
.were closed and the Secretary was in- 
structed to cast one ballot for Qeorge 
Hedrick aa the nnanimoos clioiee of the 
Convention for First Vlce-Pre»Went for 
the ensuing term. ^ ' 

The Secretary complied with the in- 
structioQ of the Convention, and Qeorge 
Hedrick was elected as the unanimous 
choice of the Convention for First Vice- 
President for the ensuing term. 

Vice-President Hedrick — I want to thank 
you for the confidence you have expressed 
in me by this unanimous election. I want 
to assure the delegates that my vote on 
the Executive Council will always be for 
what I think is for the best interests of 
the Building Trades Department, and it 
will not matter to me what position my 
own organization will be placed in. 

Delegate McCarthy placed in nomination 
for Second Vice-President J. G. Hanna- 
han, of the International Union of Steam 
Engineers. 

Delegate O'SuUivan placed In nomina- 
tion Peter J. Cook, of the Operative Plas- 
terers* International Association. 

Secretary Spencer called the roll of 
delegates, and each of those present east 
his ballot as his name was called. The 
tellers announced that 52 votes had been 
cast, of which J. G. Hannahan received 
31, and Peter J. Cook 21. 

President Kirby — J. G. Hannahan, hav- 
ing received a majority of the votes cast, 
is declared duly elected Second Vice- 
President for the ensuing term. 

On motion of Delegate Cook the election 
of Vice-President Hannahan was made 
unanimous. 

Delegate Butler placed in nomination 
for Third Vice-President Frank M. Ryan, 
of the International Association of Bridge 
and Structural Iron Workers. The nom- 
ination was seconded by Delegate Duffy. 
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Delegate Bablhorn placed in nomina- 
tion for Third Vice-President F. J. Mc- 
Nnlty, of the International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers. 

A total of flfty<four votes was cast, of 
which F. M. Ryan received 29, and F. J. 
McNnlty received 25. The chairman an- 
nounced that F. M. Ryan was duly elected 
Third Vice-President for the ensuing term. 

On motion of Delegate McNulty :the elec- 
tion of Vice-President Ryan was made 
unanimous. 

Vice-President Ryan— As Third Vice- 
President I am going to give everybody 
a square deal, including my friends, the 
Lathers, and I am going to do the best 
that is in me to make this Department a 
success, for no building trades man knows 
better than I that this Department is a 
necessity. I am sure my distinguished 
opponent. Brother McNulty, would have 
worked along the same lines had he been 
elected. Between us there' is no differ- 
ence, and we will both work for the suc- 
cess of the movement. 

Delegate Alpine placed in nomination 
for Fourth Vice- President W. J. McSor- 
ley. of the Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers* 
International Union. 

Delegate McLaughlin placed in nomina- 
tion for Fourth Vice-President J. J. Sulli- 
van, of the International Association of 
Steam and Hot Water Fitters. 

A total of fifty -four votes was cast, of 
which W. J. McSorley received 30, and J. 
J. Sullivan 25. Vice-President McSorley 
was declared elected to serve for the en- 
suing term as Fourth Vice-PresiUent. 

Delegate Sullivan— I take great pleasure 
in moving that the election of Brother 
McSorley, be made unanimous. The mo- 
tion was seconded and carried. 

Vice-President McSorley— I want to take 
this opportunity of thanking the delegates 
for the honor they have conferred upon 
me. I will endeavor to do in the future, 
as I have in the past, all I caiTfor the 
success of the Department. That is the 
best I can do. 

Delegate Feeney placed in nomination 
for Fifth Vice-President Charles H. Leps, 
of the Tile Layers' International Union. 

Delegate O'Conner placed in nomination 
for Fifth Vice-President M. O'Sullivan, of 
the Anmlgamated Sheet Metal Workers* 
International Alliance. 

A total of fifty -three votes were cast, of 
which M. 0*Sullivan received 40, and 
Charles H. Leps 13. M. 0*Sullivan was de- 



clared duly ^ected Fifth Vice-President 
for the ensuing term. 

Delegate Barry (E.) placed In nomina- 
tion for Secretary -Treasurer William J. 
Spencer, of the United Association of 
Plumbers. Gas and Steam Fitters. 

There being no further nominations, on 
motion of Delegate Stemburgh nomina- 
tions were declared closed and Delegate 
Skemp, one of the tellers, was instructed 
to cast one ballot for Wm. J. Spencer as- 
the unanimous choice of the Convention 
for Secretary -Treasurer. Delegate Skemp 
complied with the Instruction of the Con- 
vention, and Wm. J. Spencer was declared 
duly elected to serve as Secretary -Treas- 
urer for the ensuing term. 

Secretary Spencer — Of course this is a 
genuine surprise to me; I did not antici- 
pate being elected in this manner. I 
had been informed that I would have 
opposition. I will endeavor to do my 
duty in the future as I have in the past. 
I do not think anyone can accuse me 
of having devoted my efforts and my 
ability at any time to the furtherance of 
any trade dispute or any of my personal 
trade interests. I have been as fair as 
I could in this respect since holding this 
position, and will continue in the same 
way in the future. 

President Kirby — Nominations are in. 
order for the city in which to hold our 
next Convention. 

Rochester, N. Y., was placed In nomina- 
tion by Delegate Stemburgh. 

New York City was placed in nomlna-^ 
tion by Delegate Goellnltz. 

Tampa, Florida, was placed In nomina- 
tion by Delegate McCarthy. Delegate 
O'Sullivan seconded the nomination of 
Tampa. 

Toronto, Canada, was nominated by- 
Delegate Murray. 

Delegates Featherston and Sullivan sec- 
onded the nomination of Toronto. 

Delegate Murray — I move that the city 
receiving the highest number of votes be- 
declared the choice of this Convention.. 
(Seconded and carried.) 

The ballot resulted as follows: Tampa, 
40 votes ; Rochester, 5 votes ; Toronto, $ 
votes; New York, 2 votes. 

President Kirby — Tampa, Fla., having 
receled the highest number of votes, as 
well as a plurality, is declared the choice 
of the Convention. The tellers are there- 
fore discharged with the thanks of the 
Convention. 
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,I>f|legate^ By an—I Dgnnre. a rcjeonaUkr- 
ation of the vote bjr whiell we fixed the 
date for holding our next ConveBtlon. 
(Beconded. l>y Delegate McCarthy.) 

The question was dlBcnaaed briefly by 
IXelegates McCarthy. Byan and Snlliran. 

The motion to reconsider was carried. 

Delegate McCarthy— I move that the 
second Monday in October be fixed as the 
date for oor next Convention. (Seconded 
and carried.) 

A motion was made and carried that 
the Secretary be instructed to send a 
telegram to the Mayor of Tampa, Fla., 
notifying him that Tampa had been se- 
lected as the city in which the next Con- 
vention of the Building Trades Depart- 
ment would be held. 

BEPOBT OP. COMMITTEE ON AD- 
JUSTMENT. 

Dele:gate McNulty— I hope the delegates 
will give the balance of oup report the 
careful consideration they did the first 
part of it Some of the delegates who 
had cases before the Convention seemed 
to think the committee was partial in 
presenting the reports. The Secretary 
followed out the instructions of the com- 
mittee. We laid out the cases to follow 
each other in the order we thought best, 
and they were presented in that way. 

The following was referred to this De- 
IMirtment by. the Convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of IJibor: 

HOD CABBIEB3 AND BUILDING LA- 

BOBEBS— BROTHEHHOOD OF 

CEMENT WOBKEBS. 

Upon the subject matter contained in 
Besolution No. 47, relative to the Juris- 
diction dispute between the above-named 
organizations, a conference was held be- 
tween their representatives at Washing- 
ton, and QO- agreement was reached. 

The PJxecutive Council has given this 
matter its attention, and we recommended 
that the matter be referred to this : Con- 
vention, with the further recommendation 
that it be referred by you to the Building 
Trades Department of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor for adjustment. 

The committee reported as follows: 

The question of Jurisdiction of work 
existing between the Hod Carriers and 
Building Laborers' International Union 
and the Brotherhood of Cement Workers 
has existed for a long time, and all efforts 
made heretofore to settle same have been 
unmiccessfuL 

The question has been before severaU 
Convention of the American Federation 
<ft Labor and several meetings of the Kx- 



eevtiTtt- GeQDcIl thereof, and fepMaenU- 
tives of both orgaoUa^ons have aifit 2of 
the purpose of settling their differencet 
without results. 

The question having been refierred !• 
the Building Trades X>epiu:tment for ad- 
justment, and consequently to your Ad- 
JustmeBt Committee, who have heard- both 
sides to the controversy, your comraittae, 
aiTter a careful analysis of all ^vldenic? 
presented by both sides, recommend that 
tlM mixing and conveying of cement and 
concrete used in the construction of build- 
ing rightfully comes under the Jurisdiction 
of the Hod Carriers and Building La- 
borers' International Union. Your com- 
mittee cannot see any material difference 
between the mixing of cement and con- 
crete or the mixing of plaster and. mortar, 
which the Hod Carriers and Building La- 
borers* International Union has controlled 
since its inception. 

A motion was made and seconded tha( 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Goellnits, in discussing the re- 
port of the committee, said in part: "The 
report of the committee is certainly a 
surprise to me. The report says thers 
itr no difference between a man who mixes 
mortar for a plasterer or bricklayer and 
one who mixes concrete for a concrete 
building. Cement work is afi industry 
to itself, and the erecting of brick bnildr 
ings is another indnstry. The Bricklayers 
have done their ptmost to get control of 
the concrete work, not to do it, but to 
destroy it. We do not want to do any- 
thing but concrete work, and we have 
done that since 18S3. If you say this 
work belongs to the Building Laborers, 
yoitt will be trying to break up our or- 
ganisation. A mixer laborer, if he has 
ability, has a chance to be come an im- 
prover after three years, and after he 
has worked as an improver for on^ year 
he has. a chance to become a full-fledged 
mechanic. If you give this work to the 
Building 'Laborers you will be doing 
wrong, for we control 99 per cent of the 
work. - I hope the report of the committee 
will not be concutT»ed In." 

Delegate D'Alessandro, in discussing the 
question, said: "We do not claim Juris- 
diction over any trade whatever, but we 
do claim all the labor work on a building. 
I cannot see why the building laborer 
has not a right to do this work. The la- 
borers do the excavating for a building, 
and we claim those men. We do not claim 
the carpenter work, the cement finisher's 
work, or the iron work; we only claim 
the rigLt to do the common labor. Our 
organiratlon is composed of the common 
laborers of all the trades employed on the 
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l)uilcUng8. We mix the concrete and carry 
% and tend tl^e carpenter, tbe bricklayer, 
and the mason on the building:. We do 
nothing else and claim nothing else; all 
M^fe want ts the common laborer's work." 

Delegate McCarthy stated that he de- 
sired to oflfer an amendment to the re- 
port of the committee, and prefaced It 
with a discussion, in which he said, in 
part: "The committee has had excep- 
tionally poor facilities presented to them 
in order to assist them in arriving at a 
coticluBion in regard to this question. No 
reason has been given, so far as I have 
been able to understand, why the report 
of the committee should be concurred in. 
This question should be dealt with from 
the standpoint of giving to the laborer 
what belongs to him. and to the cement 
worker what belongs to him. If I am to' 
jhdge from the remarks of the grentlemen 
who preceded me, all that belongrs to the 
cement workers is the cement finisher 
and a small number of men to assient him. 
The Hod Carriers lay claim to the mixer. 
The duty of the hod carrier is to tend 
the bricklayer, and he should not have 
anything to do with mixing cement that 
is to be placed in that structure. The 
bricklayer has for years fought reinforced 
concrete. Do you think it would be right 
to place the concrete industry In the 
hands of its enemies, and say to them: 
*You have complete control of the struc- 
ture, because you have control of the men 
who mix the cement and make it perfect.* 
The committee did not have before it facts 
and figures necessary to determine how 
reinforced concrete work is put up. This 
is going to be a great country for cement. 
Do we in this Department propose to de- 
stroy the industry? I do not believe the 
committee wishes to do that." 

I therefore move as an amendment that 
this entire subject matter be referred to 
the Executive Council of this Depart- 
ment; that the Council take evidence, sci- 
entific and otherwise, regarding the con- 
crete industry in this country and others, 
and after a thorough investigation they 
can make a decision that will be for the 
best interests, not only of the Hod Car- 
riers and Cement Workers, but the build- 
ing industry and the American people afs 
a whole. 

The amendment was seconded by Dele- 
gate F^atherston. 

Vice-President Hedrick in the chair. 
Qel^gate Fyfe spoke in favor of the 
amendment. 



Delegate Stemburgh - discussed the ques- 
tion, and said in part: 

"I ate opposed to the amendment. VTe 
have organisations that have done thi» 
work for years; \n fact, long before thie 
Ceinent Workers' organization was ever 
thought of. When our organization waa 
organized by the American Federation of 
Llibor they turned over to us forty-seven 
local unions that were affiliated with that 
organization that had been doing thi» 
work for a number of years. When youi 
say that the cement mixer, the man who 
mixes and handles concrete in the con- 
struction of a building, is anything but 
a laborer, you will have to point out to 
nie what else he is before I will be con- 
vinced. You cannot classify as a mechanie 
a man who backs a wheelbarrow up to a 
machine, picks up a shovel, loads it up 
with cement and then dumps it into the 
forms.' I hope in all fairness, and in all 
justice, the Building Laborers will be^ 
given control of the men that rightfully 
belong to them— the common laborers — no 
matter where they are employed in the- 
construction of a building." 

Delegates Featherston and Keough spoke 
in favor of the amendment offered by 
Delegate McCarthy. 

Delegate Murray — I have no censure for 
the committee. We believed when we went 
before the committee our case was so clear 
we did not need to submit the bundle of 
documents we had with us. I happen to 
be from one of the mixers* locals. The 
mixers are in this movement under the 
apprentice system. There is a great deal 
to learn about the work. I receive a wage 
of four dollars a day, yet I am still an 
apprentice and I am still learning. Now 
you ask us to go in with the Hod Car- 
riers and Building Laborers and give up, 
our prospect of becoming mechanics. Do 
you go to the marble setter and ask him 
to give up his helper to the Building 
Laborers? Do you go to the Steam Fit- 
ters' organization and ask them to irive ui^ 
the helper? Our trade is a distinct trade,, 
and we are not trespassing upon the juris- 
diction of any craft in the Building- 
Trades Department, but claim the right 
to have with us at all times our helpers,, 
because in the reinforced concrete work 
we are held responsible. We have our 
men, especiaHy in the reinforced end of 
it, placed in sections, according to their 
standing in the organization. The Build- 
ing Latiorers have 'acknowledged here oh 
tliis floor that they have tt^ea^fiAa^ ^^ss«^ 
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the different trades. Has anybody here 
accused the Cement Worker of trespassingr 
on any trade or on any organization, out- 
side of the Building Laborers? I am 
In favor of the amendment. I believe if 
we go before the Executive Council and 
take the time to submit the documents 
:and make our plea, we can convince them 
to a man that the cement mixer belongs 
with the mechanic where there is a future 
for him. 

Delegate Crampton spoke In favor of 
the amendment offered by Delegate Mc- 
Carthy. 

. Delegate Duffy, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee — The question has come to this 
Department from the American Federa-^ 
tion of Labor to define jurisdiction lines 
between the Building Laborer and the 
Cement Worker. The matter was referred 
to a committee. We listened to the parties 
interested for hours. Now they want to 
present more evidence. The report recom- 
mends that the men mixing and conveying 
cement belong to the building laborers on 
a building. ''Mixing and conveying." The 
laborer mixes it, but there is a superin- 
tendent over him who tells hifn how to 
mix it. We don't care whether he con- 
veys it with a spoon, a shovel or a wheel- 
barrow, he is carrying it from one place 



to another and dumping it. He is an 
ordinary, common laborer, and belongs to 
the laborers* organisation on the btailding. 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegates Murray, McCarthy and Keough. 

On motion debate was closed. • 

The amendment, referring the question 
to the Executive Council, was carried by 
a vote of 27 to 17. 

Delegate Duffy — Does the report of the 
committee also go to the Executive Coun- 
cil? 

Vice-President lied rick— I think it does. 

President KIrby — We all appreciate the 
kind treatment wa ha\». received since 
we have been in the city of Denver, and 
I think it behooves this Department to 
acknowledge our indebtedness to the local 
committee. 1 move that the Chair be 
authorised to appoint a committee to draft 
suitable resolutions. 

The motion was s€»conded and carried, 
and Vice-President Hedrick appointed as 
such special eomraittoe Delegates McKee, 
McLaughlin aud Cook. 

At 1 p. m. the couveutiou was adjourned 
to reconvene at 2 p. m. 



FIFTH DAY— Saturday Afternoon Session 



The Convention was called to order at 
2 p. m., Saturday, November 28th, Presi- 
dent Kirby in the chair. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON AD- 
JUSTMENT. 

Resolution No. 14 — By Delegates F. M. 
Ryan, J. T. Butler and J. H. Barry, In- 
ternational Association of Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers: 
To the Officers and Delegates of the First 

Annual Convention of the Building 

Trades Department of the American 

Federation of Labor: 

WHEREAS, Jurisdiction disputes have 
arisen from time to time between mem- 
bers of the International Association of 
Bridge and Structural Iron Workers and 
International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers over the erection of steel towers 
for the support of power transmission 
cables; also over the oroetlon of steel 
frames for switchboards; therefore, be it 



RESOLVED, By the First Annual Con- 
vention of the Building Trades Depart- 
ment, that the President of this Depart- 
ment be instructed to arrange for a joint 
meeting of three representatives of each 
organization, said meeting to be called 
within sixty (60) days after the adjourn- 
ment of this Convention. The President 
of this Department to preside and to act 
as conciliator in an effort to agree on de- 
marcation lines, so as to settle any exist- 
ing or future disputes. 

The committee reported as follows: 

Inasmuch as this resolution merely calls 
for a conference between representatives 
of the Bridge and Structural Irori Workers 
and the International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers, to define the question 
raised as to the Jurisdiction of work, your 
committee recommend that same be con- 
curred in. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 
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Resolution No. 18 — By Delegates of the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paperhangers of America: 

WHEREAS. All glazing for and on 
buildings has been granted to the Brother- 
hood of Painters, Decorators and Paper- 
hangers of America; and 

WHEREAS, Other trades are infringing 
upon the rights of this organisation by 
doing this work, thereby violating the 
principles of this Department; therefore, 

RESOLVED, That this Convention here- 
by declares that all glazing shall be done 
by glaziers affiliated with the Brotherhood 
of Painters, Decorators and Paperhangers 
of America exclusively. 

The committee reported as follows: 

Inasmuch as your committee, after in- 
vestigation, fail to find a record of any 
trade affiliated with this Department 
claiming Jurisdiction over the work men- 
tioned in this resolution, we recommend 
that same be concurred in. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Barry (E.)— The Sheet Metal 
Workers are vitally interested in this. 
Glazing work has always been done by 
the Sheet Metal Workers. Considerable 
glazing has never been laid claim to by 
any other craftsmen aside from the Sheet 
Metal Workers. I did not know when 
this was to be brought up before the com- 
mittee, or we would have objected to it. 
I therefore move as an amendment that 
it be referred to the Executive Council. 

Delegate O'Sullivan, in discussing the 
question, said in part: **The question 
has never been raised that the Sheet 
Metal Workers are entitled to all sky- 
light glass. The glass in skylights must 
necessarily be installed by them. I be- 
live the matter should be referred to the 
Executive Council. We have no desire to 
do any glazing, only that which becomes 
absolutely necessary in performing our 
work among sheet metol lines. 

I move as an amendment that this be 
referred to the Executive Council to set- 
tle the question between the Sheet Metal 
Workers and the Painters. (Seconded.) 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Arnold, Duffy, O'Sullivan and Mc- 
Nulty. 

President Kirby— Inasmuch as the two 
parties have not had a conference, the 
chair will rule that they will have to take 
this up before the Convention can act 
on it. 



Delegate Bahlhorn — You have a Consti- 
tution in which the Jurisdiction of eacK 
trade is defined. 

President Kirby — Has there been a meet- 
ing between the Painters and the Sheet 
Metal Workers? 

Delegate Bahlhorn— We have hade no 
dispute whatever with them. We simply 
want our Jurisdiction reaffirmed. There 
have been several conferences between 
Brother O'Sullivan and myself; we have 
talked the matter over several times. 

Delegate O'Sullivan — Have we ever met 
in conference to draw up an agreement 
in regard to this class of work? 

Delegate Bahlhorn — No; we have never 
had such a conference, because there has 
been no dispute. I do not see how you 
can set aside your own Constitution. The 
committee has made a report, and I do 
not see why it should be sidetracked. I 
have never admitted that any oth^ 
trade than ours had a right to do glaz- 
ing. Your ruling would assume that a 
dispute has arisen now, and you tell us 
to meet with the Sheet Metal Workers to 
adjust it. 

rresident Kirby— Under Sections 25 and, 
26 of the Constitution the chair could 
not do otherwise. 

Delegate Bahlhorn — Perhaps that will 
be as near a solution as we shall peach. 
I have never departed, and shall not now 
depart, from our line of Jurisdiction, nor 
allow any other trade to do our work. 
When the line is as clear cut as it is 
in this case there is no need of a con- 
ference; we should live up to the Con- 
stitution. 

Delegate Eisenring appealed from the 
decision of the chair. 

Vice-President Ryan in the chair. 

A short statement was made by Dele- 
gate Eisenring. President Kirby read 
Sections 25-26 of the Constitution, and 
stated that he based his decisions as to 
the course the matter should take on those 
two sections. 

The decision of the chair was sustained 
by a vote of 22 to 9. 

Resolntion No. 10— By Delegate Charles 
H. Leps, International Union Ceramic, 
Mosaic and Encaustic Tile Layers: 

WHEREAS, There exist Local Unions 
of Tile Layers and of Helpers in the city 
of San Francisco who are not affiliated 
with the Ceramic, Mosaic and Encaustic 
Tile Layers' and Helpers' International 
Union; and 

WHEREAS, The two locals mentioned 
are affiUmteA ^\\\i Vofe '^"caXjfe ^-vj^^^SsN^j*. 
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Tni4e« CouncU ot Califprnia. cliartered 
l3iy tjiiB Depurtioeiit; tberetpre, be It 

RESOLVEb. That the Council men- 
tioned be requested to use fts influence 
tpward t]|e end that these two locals shall 
become amliated with their International 
Uni6n. 

, The comx^ttee reported as follows: 

Your committee recommend that your 
Secretary notify the Quilding Trades 
Council of San Francisco, Cal.. that the 
nniohis of Tile Layers and Tile Layers* 
Helpers afllitated therewith are not con- 
nected with the Ceramic, Mosaic and En- 
caustic Tile Layers* International Union, 
an orfranlzatlon recognifled ^id affiliated 
with this Departmejit, with instructions 
that the necessary action be taken to have 
the locals mentioned become affiliated 
with their International Unton as soon 
as possible. 

Resolution No. 22, by the Wood, Wire 
and Metal Lathers, relative to the juris- 
diction between that organization and the 
International Alliance of Sheet Meial 
Workers* Union, was read by the com- 
mittee, and a report made as to an agree- 
ment that had been reached by the rep- 
resentatives of the two organizations. 

The question was discussed briefly by 
Delegates 0*Sulllvan, McSorley, Taggarl., 
l^cNulty and Duffy. 

*■ Delegate Taggart — I move that every- 
thing in regard to this be withdrawn from 
the records. (Seconded and carried.) 

Resolution No. 13 — By Delegates John 
T. Taggart anid Wm. J. McSorley, of the 
Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers* Interna- 
tional Union: 

To the Officers and Members of the First 
Annual Convention of the Building, 
Trades Department of the American 
Federation of Labor: 
Greeting: We, the Delegates of the 
Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers' Inter- 
national Union, do hereby enter a pro- 
test against the action of the Builaing 
Trades Council of San Francisco, inas- 
much as they have endorsed the action 
of Local No. 78, of the Birdge ^nd 
Structural Iron Workers' International 
Union, who have seen fit to place a fine 
upon twenty-five or thirty men who were 
previously affiliated with that organiza- 
tion, and who saw fit to become affiliated 
also with the Wood, Wire and Metal 
Lathers' International Union, owing to 
the fact that they would not be eligible 
to work at that portion of our trade which 
covers light iron furring, outside of San 
Francisco, until they became affiliated with 
the Wood. Wire and Metal Lathers' Inter- 
national Union; and 

WHEREAS, The Building Trades Coun- 
cil of San Francisco has at all times rec- 
ognized the right of its affiliated members 
to carry more than one card, if they so 
desire; and 

WQEREAS, The Building Trades Conn- 
vJJ hMMgone on record as 'ag'reeixig to refer 



thlB matter to the First Annwa GoBTfn- 
tiQD of. the Buildipg Ti^de^ Df^artm^nt 
for final Settlement ; iherefpte. be it 

RESOLVED, That the Convention as- 
sembled Inptruct ti^ landing ttnUt^ 
Council of San Frahciscp to order the- 
aforesaid fines remitted. 

Tour committee, after careful x^onslder- 
aUon of. this resolution, recommend that 
same be concurred in. 

A motion was made and secpnded. that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Ryan spoke at length in op- 
position to the recommeadatlon of the 
committee, and stated that the matter 
should not be acted upon by the Depart- 
ment, but that it should be settled by the 
San Francisco people Interested, 

Delegate Taggart spoke In ftivor of the 
report of the coipmlttee, and explained 
at length the causes leading up to the* 
trouble between the two organizations in 
San Francisco. 

The question was further discui*sed by 
Delegates McSorley and Clifford, both of 
whom stated that the men were within 
their rights in acting as they did; that 
the San Francisco Local CouncU allowed 
men to carry the cards of two or mor^ 
organizations if they were qualified; to 
do the work controlled by such organic^-! 
tions. 

Delegiite Butler— If you adopt the re- 
port of the committee you will be estab- 
lishing a precedent that at the next Con- 
vention may be applied to some other or- 
ganization. The question is: Do we 
have a right, under our existing laws,, 
to fine our members for doing soniething^ 
we claim is wrong ? We want to fin^ 
out whether we have that right, and 
whether this body is going to establish a 
precedent. 

Vice-President Hannabap in the chair. 

Delegate McCarthy discussed the ques- 
tion, and in concluding his remarks, saidr 
"The Local Council did not fine those- 
men because they joined a union for a 
higher rate of pay; they were fined be- 
cause the Council accepted the Constitu- 
tion of the Bridge and Structural Iroiii 
Workers, and because we maintained a 
law within the state of California pro- 
claimed to be contrary to the law main- 
tained outside of it. This is a question* 
dealing with the law of the Building' 
Trades Council of San Francisco, not. 
with the law of any International union. 
The Council holds that a man qan ffft 
into two or three or four organizatlpD*.. 
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If ^ he wisbos to do sir: There is not an 
International that could enforce it if it 
were not the law of the Conncil. That 
is why it is referred here. The Local 
Council, out of respect to this Depart- 
ment, held the fines in abeyance pending 
your decision here. Otherwise we would 
have taken it to the California State Coun- 
cil. These members did not have to appeal 
to their International ; the Council was 
the only court of redress until it could be 
brought here." 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegate Huddell. who contended that the 
members fined should first appeal to their 
International organisation, and that no 
action could be taken by the Department 
until the^ had done so. 

Delegate Comerford— As a member of 
the comnUttee, I want to show at least 
one reason foi^ bringing in this, recom- 
mendation. In ray estimation there is no 
iustiflcation for this fine. The men who 
liave been;. fined are members of the Iron 
Workers. They. can do their work in San 
Francisco as Iron Workers, but if they 
wish to go over to Oakland they, must 
Join another organization In order fo work. 
In view of that faot the Council in San 
Francisco gives the men the right to Join 
other organizations if they are qualified 
for the work. I coqtend that these fines 
are not fair. If these men have violated 
no law of their International, it is posi- 
tively unfair to impose a fi%ie ob them. 
Kvideaee lias been produced to show that 
they did not secede from their organisa- 
tion, but Joined another organijieation in 
order to get employment in OakDind at a 
class of work they usually did in San 
Francisco^ 

Delegate Ryan — Yon are aware. Brother 
Conierford, that members of your orgaa^ 
isation carry our cards. If you fined them, 
do you think we would throw our shelter- 
iug arms around them, and then come in 
here and ask that those fines ber remitted? 

Delegate Comerford— Personally, I obr 
-Ject to men holding two caT4s; tbut thone 
men were compelled to do so. 
- Delegate Butler — These men did violate 
the law: of our International. Delegate 
McCarthy states tbat at the time the 
fines were iinposed the Iron * Workers 
were acti/^^ in. accorda^oe with, the laws 
of our organiaatlon and .the, organization 
he represents. His ' organization stood by 
the Iroft Workeri<,..so they must have been 
ri^ht. 



• Dekente McSorley'— I wooSd like to know 
what offense these' men committed against 
the Iron Workers' local. 

De][egate Ryan — I do not know the de* 
tails of the case. Neither the local noi* 
the inen involted have ever taken the 
case to headquaters, and I hold that 
course should be pursued. Then it would 
be a question for our International and 
the Executive Board of the ^tt Fran- 
cisco Council to take up. This will be an 
outrageous proceeding here if it is car- 
ried out. Th6 Council in San Francisco 
has not communicated with our head- 
quarters in regard to it. The men in- 
volved have not complained to ns. Oive 
us credit for having a little fitir play 
and equity in our organization.' There is 
nothing to prevent aiiy member of the 
organization appealing to the Executive 
Board, and if he is not satisfied with the 
decision there he can appeal to the next 
Convention: This is not a Question of 
dollars, or fines with .os, but of . having 
our taws respected. Members should apr 
peal to every court within their 0;wn or- 
ganization before asking for outside help. 

Delegate Clifford — It was distinctly un^ 
dertsood when the, fines were imposed 
that the matter would be referred' to this 
Department. That is why the fines were 
held in abeyance. 

Delegate Barry (J. H.) — The representa- 
tives of the Iron Workers had no knowl- 
edge that this case would come up be- 
fore this Convention. We are not ac- 
quainted with the details of it, but we 
believe the Iron Workers have some 
rights here as well as other people. These 
men were not good union men when they 
left the organization they were members 
of to go into one that was doing battle 
with onr people throughout the country. 
If they were loyal to their own organisa- 
tion they would ix>t have done that, be*- 
canse they must have known: it would 
ereate dis^^sion, and. good union men wil) 
,not do that. 

The question was discussed in • a general 
way by Delegates Skemp and Cook. 

Delegate Duffy, Chairman of the Com^ 
mitte^-T-These- men were -fine^ for going 
<»ver to the Lathers' 'Organization to do 
lathing and put up the light .iron wor^ 
that this Convention has decided belongis 
tx> the Bather. > The Building Trades 
Council of San Francisco .was not sure of 
its ground; they, did not want to foroe 
the fines. They have collected some of 
them under protest;/ they have struck 
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other lobs; it' has inToWed some wren or 
eigrht hundred men, and now it is • passed 
up to this highest authority to settle. 
We have already decided what belongs 
to the Lather, and your committee could 
not bring in any other report than the 
one that has -been read. The Interna- 
tional Association of Bridge and Strnc-. 
tural Iron Workers have a right to fine 
their members, and to collect that fine, 
and make what disposition they please of 
it. So have ail the other organzations ; 
we are not Interfering with that matter. 
If the Iron Workers' members had been 
fined, they had a right to take their case 
to the headquarters of that organisation ; 
but this comes: outside their own organir 
sation and involyes every other man on 
the buildings in San Francisco. There- 
fore your committee recommend that this 
resolution be concurred in. 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegates Huddell, McSorley and Ryan. 

Yiee-Presideht Hedrick moved the pre- 
vious question. The motion was seconded 
and carried. 

■ Delegate Butler— I ask that the. roll be 
called. 
1 

A roll call was had, with the following 

result: 

.4.yes — Delegates Fyfe, Sanders, Duffy. 
Klrby, Featherston, Henderson, Cosgrove, 
Deegon, Murray, Keough, McLaughlin 
Godshall. McNulty, Clifford, Fay, Com 
erford, Hannahan, Cooper, McSorley, Tag 
gart. Price, O'SullIvan, Barry (E.), Bahl 
horn, Skemp, Sheehan, Twyford, O'Conner, 
Cook, Badgley, Coefleld. Sands, Evans— 33. 

Noes— Delegates Butler, Ryan, Barry (J, 
H.), Crampton, Huddell, Herrick, Ar 
nold— 7. 

. Delegate Ryan< — I want to give notice of 
an appeal, from this Department to the 
American Federation of Labor. 
' DeDlegate McCarthy — It makes no differ^ 
ence how many American FeArations of 
Labor you appeal to. The San Francisco 
Couheil gave you this work when the 
Americiln Federation of Labor refused to 
give It to you. 

Delegate Ryan — I am not appealing from 
any work proposition; I am appealing 
from the proposition that has been decided 
here. 

Vice-President Hannahan — 'the chair 
rules that Delegate Ryan has a right to 
serve notice to this Convention of an 
•appeal. 

Delegate McCarthy— What for? 



Delegate Ryan— For the right to llife 
our own men. 

Delegate McCarthy — I serve notice that 
they are not, and that you cannot line 
them. 

Delegate Ryan — There is no power here 
or anywhere else that will keep us from 
fining our men when they do not live up 
to our laws. If they do not want to pay 
the fine they can step outside. 

Delegate McNulty— Resolutioi^ No. 3 ap- 
pears in the proceedings of the third day. 
The subject matter was never referred to 
the Committee on Adjustment. This was 
evidently through mistake 'or oversight, 
and we therefore rei*ommend that it be 
referred to the Executive Council. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Delegate McNulty — That concludes the 
report of the Committee on Adjustment. 
We have handled eighteen cases, we trust 
to the satisfaction of at' least a majority 
of the delegates. We did our duty, as we 
saw it, without f^ar or favor, all of which 
is respectfully submitted. 

(Signed) FRANK DUFFY. 

Chairman; 
F. J. McNULTY. 

Secretary; 
MATT COMERFORD, 
3. C. BAHLHORN., 
Committee on .Adjustment. 

On motion the committee was dls^ 
charged with the thanks of the Conven- 
tion. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON STATE 
AND LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS. 

Delegate McCarthy, for the committee, 
reported as follows: 

To the Officers and Members of the First 
Annual Convention . of the Building 
Trades Department of the American 
Federation of Labor: 
Greeting: Your Committee on Local and 
State Councils, to which was referred the 
action of the American Federation of La- 
bor Convention regarding fhls Depart- 
ment, and which embraced corTesponaence 
from Brother Samuel Gompers, President 
of the American Federation of Labor, ad- 
dressed to William J. Spencer, Secretary 
Building Trades Department of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor. 

Your committee beg leave to report as 
follows : 

First. That the Norfolk Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor, on the 
eleventh day of its Convention, gave to 
the Building Trades Department full and 
complete autonomy oVer the building In- 
dustry of the United States and Canada. 
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Second. Yoar committee find, ~ as the 
result of close, careful and painstakinc 
inyesti^ation, that this. Department or 
Bulldins[ Trades has in no manner ex- 
ceeded its autuority regarding the scope 
and Jurisdiction over which the herein- 
.before mentioned autonomy maintains. 

Third. Your committee is of the opin- 
ion that it is absolutely for the best in- 
terests of organised labor in general that 
the Department of Building Trades be 
conducted in a manner calculated to or- 
ganize completely the artisans and laborers 
engaged in the building industry through- 
out the United States and Canada. 

Due ,to the foregoing, your committee 
heartily recommend the institution by this 
Department of Local and Stata Building 
Trades Councils affiliated with this Na- 
tional Building Trades Department of the 
American Federation of Labor. The same 
td be conducted, as hereinl>efore indicated, 
within the herein an^ before mentioned 
autnonomy. 

P. H. McCarthy. 

J. COEPIELD. 
JO BVANS, 
FRANK FBENEY. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the .report of the committee be adopted. , , 

Delegate Hnddell— I believe the merits 
hnd 'demerits of this question should not 
be discussed here, but that some other ac* 
tion should be taken. This question was 
taken up by the American Federation of 
Labor. We have gone on record by ask- 
ing people to live up to the laws we have 
made. Now I want to know if we are 
going' to live up to the laws made by 
us. You found it necessary when you 
come together in Washington to issue 
charters to two state councils already in 
existence. I believe you were justified 
in doing that. Now a motion has been 
adopted in the American Federation of 
Lal>or Convention that we live' up to the 
agreement that was made in the Nor- 
folk Convention in regard to state char- 
ters. I believe the proper thing to do 
to bring about better relations between 
this I^partment and the American Fed- 
eration of Labor would l>e to submit this 
io the Executive Council of this body, 
they in turn to take it up with the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the A. F. of L. Let 
us see if there is not some common 
ground we can both stand on. Possibly 
we may be able to go ahead with their 
permission, their sanction, and their as- 
sistance, and organise those state coun- 
cils, 

Delegate Duffy — This matter came up 
in the Convention of the A. F. of L., 
and it is proper it should come up berp. 
If we take no action at all your Execu- 
tive Council will have no right to go 
and meet the Executive Council of the 



A. F. of L. If we adopt the report that 
has been read, the Executive Council 
will have a right to meet with the Execu- 
tive Council of the A. F. of L.. tell them 
we have taken this matter up in our 
Convention, and that we ftivored it. Then 
let them give their reasons to the A. t. 
of L« why we should have State Build- 
ing Trades Councils. 

The question was discussed briefly by 
Delegates McCarthy and Huddell. 

Delegate Huddell moved as , an amend- 
ment to the report of the committee that 
the convention go on record as favoring 
the issuing of state charters, and that the 
matter he referced to the Executive Coun- 
cil to take up with the Executive Council 
of the A. F. of L. (Not seconded.) 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was carried. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
LAWS. 

Delegate Fyfe. for the committee, re- 
ported as follows: 

The following section of the report of 
Committee on President's Report was re- 
ferred to this committee: 

J 

Seventh.. In regard to the matter of 
local laws of the Department interfering 
with the laws of the various organisations, 
the committee believe that the Taws of the 
local department are paramount to any 
laws of the various organlsiltions affili- 
ated. 

The committee recommend that no action 
be taken, as Resolution No. 8, adopted 
during the session held on Friday, covers 
this section in Its entirety. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred In. 

The following portion of the report of 
the Committee on President's Report was 
referred to the Committee on Laws: 

Fourteenth. Your commUtee concqr in 
the recommendation of the President In 
regard to working cards, and recommend 
that this matter be referred to the By- 
Laws Committee to submit a law covering 
the subject. 

The committee reported as follows: 

The Committee on Laws recommend 
that .Section 37 be amended to read as 
follows : 

This Department shall adopt a uni- 
versal working card. Cuts of same will 
be furnished on application by the Sec- 
retary of Department to State Councils, 
where such exist; where none exist they 
will be supplied to Local Councils. The 
card to have the emblem of this Depart- 
ment, the reverse side to represent the 
Local Council and the organization to 
which It is issued; the color of card to 
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be chftnsed quarteriy. The Secretary of 
the Department will select the eolor aii4 
notify the State and Local Councils at 
least once a year of color adopted, and 
no other card shall be recosrnised* bj the 
affiliated trades on any job or buudinir 
where they are employed. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

After a brief discussion by Delegate 
Clifford, the recommendation of the com- 
mittee was concurred in. 

Your committee concur in the foUowiUfl^ 
recommendation of the Executlre Council, 
and suggest that it be numbered Section 
96 of the By-Laws and Constitution, all 
sueeeeding sections to ■ be renumbered to 
conform with this addition: 

BASIS OF RBPBESKNTATION IN 
LOCAL COUNCILS. 

loo members or less, 3 delegates. 

200 members or more, 4 delegates. 

400 members or more, 5 delegates. 

' 800 members or more, 6 delegates. 

1.600 members or more, 7 delegates. 

3,200 members or more, 8 delegates. 

0,400 members or more, » delegates. 

. 12,800 members or more, |0 delegates. 

In. no case shall more than ten (10) dele- 
gates be allowed each craft. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred Jn. 

Delegate Fyfe — That' complete* the re- 
port of your Committee on Laws, which is 
signed 

JOHN R. ALPINE, Chairman. 
WILUAM FYFE, Secretary. 
J. J. SULLIVAN, 
M. 0*SULLIVAN, 
B. BREIDENBACH, 

Committee on Laws. 

Delegate McLaughlin, for. the Special 
iCommittee, reported aa follows: 

WHEREAS, The Local Entertaimneiit 
Committee has been untiring in its efforts 
to entertain the delegates to this Conyen- 
tion; and 

WHEREAS. The citizens of Denver have 
done everything in their power to makfe 
our stay in this city most enjoyable in 
every way; and 

WHEREAS, We shall all leave the city 
of Denver with a feeling of sincei^ ap- 
preciation of the hospitality bestowed upon 
-us : therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we tender a rising 
vote of thanks to the local: committee, 
our fellow trades unionists and the citizens 
of Denver, and that a eop^ of this reso- 



lution be spread tspMt tbe BsfiHites ef tftis 
Oonrentlon. 

(Signed) J. J: McLaughlin, 

PBTER B. COOK, 
R. A. McKEE, 

Committee. 

The resolution wm adopted by a unan- 
imous rising vote. 

Delegate McNulty— I move that when a 
Jurisdiction matter of a local ..dispute la 
called to your attention, where an inter- 
national agreement between the two or- 
ganizations is in existence, that the In- 
ternationa) ofBcera- are instructed, to see 
that their locals abide by the law. 

I want this to be a matter of^ record. 
(The. Picaident of our BuUding Trades 
Department is here. We want the iocufs 
at home to live up to the law. 

Delegate Huddell— I second that, but 
would like to add that any new jurisdic- 
tion problems that confront the Building 
Trades Department be referred to the In- 
coming' Executive Couacil, but not to be 
settled until our nexit Coa-TeBtton. 
. Presiddiit Kirby-— That is the only thtog 
to be* done in such eases. . 

The motion offered by Deiegata Me* 
Nulty was carried. 

Delegate Cramptoai— I sHyve you- that 
the BxeoQtlte Conneil of this . Depart- 
aient shall review, all local Constitutioas 
and By-Lawa, with the. object; oi- having 
the aaaia amended ia accordance with 
the Conatitation of this Bepartan^pjt Sec- 
onded and carried* 

On motion of Delegate Barry, the mla*' 
ates o<.the Coavention werciapproired as 
oarmeted 1^ the Seeretary. 

President Kirby— This elosee the work 
of our First Anaual Convention, tAd. while 
some of us -mayrhftve gricraaAes^ it was 
welL< known wthea we came here that we 
eould not all > ba satisfied. . Let us work 
together, so that in the .«oaiing Conven- 
tion the misitakea made here may be rec- 
tified. I want to say to .you, one and all, 
that if yon continue in the spirit that has 
been manifested in rthis gathering, the 
Building Trades Department will be the 
greatest power on earth in settling, build- 
ing trades disputes. 

Delegate Cook led the Conrehtfon la 
singing "Auld Lang Syne," after which 
the Convention was adjourned sine die. 
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Assembly Room, Tampa Bay Hotel, 
Tampa, Fla., October 11, 1909. 

Pursuant to law the regular meeting of 
the Second Annual Convention of the Build- 
ing Trades Department of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor was called to order at 
11 :30 o'clock a. m., Monday, October 11th, 
by Mr. Orville Rigby, President of the 
Building Trades Council of Tampa. Mr. 
Rigby introduced as temporary chairman 
Mr. James Proudlove, a representative of 
the Building Trades Council of Tampa. 

Chairman Proudlove — "For the Build- 
ing Trades Council of Tampa I bid you 
welcome to our city." 

The invocation was pronounced by Rev. 
Mr. Ensminger, of Tampa. 

Chairman Proudlove introduced Hon. F. 
L. Wing, Mayor of Tampa, who welcomed 
the convention on behalf of the city. 

Mayor Wing — "Mr. Chairman, Delegates 
to the Building Trades Department, Ladies 
and Gentlemen : It is with a feeling of 
pride that I welcome to our city today the 
representatives of the Building Trades De- 
partment of the American Federation of 
Labor. For years Tampa has been recog- 
nized throughout this broad land as one of 



the foremost cities for organized labor, and 
I doubt if you can find from Maine to 
California or from Canada to Florida a 
better union town than the one you are 
now meeting in. If you will show me a 
city where organized labor is weak I will 
show you a city that is on the decline, be- 
cause unionism means good wages for an 
honest day's work, and the prosperity of 
every community depends to a large ex- 
tent upon whether or not the worklngmen 
get just compensation for their labor. If 
they receive proper compensation for their 
work they can better support and educate 
their children and make better citizens of 
them. From the ranks of your children 
today we must look for our future presi- 
dents, senators and lawmakers. 

"In organization there is strength. You 
have a great organization, and we feel that 
you have honored our city by your presence 
here today. I beg to assure you that 
Tampa meets you with open arms. We 
want you to feel that you are among 
friends, and that the best Tampa has is 
none too good for you. In behalf of the 
city I extend to you one and all a hearty 
welcome." 
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Chairman Proudlove introduced Mr. F. C. 
Bowyer, President of the Tampa Board of 
Trade. 

Mr. Bowteb — "Mr. Chairman and Gentle- 
men of the Building Trades Department : I 
heartily concur in the welcome extended to 
you by our Mayor. I hope that your stay 
in Tampa will be pleasant and that your 
deliberations may prove beneficial to the 
great army of men you represent. I am 
heartily in accord with organized labor. I 
am also heartily in accord with organized 
capital. Without labor, however, capital 
would be useless. Without capital labor is 
almost useless. Let us hope that these two 
great branches of industry in this land of 
ours will work together in harmony. I am 
glad to see that the labor organizations of 
our country are placing such intelligent men 
in control to administer their affairs. I 
feel sure that all diflPerences that may ex- 
ist between labor and capital can be set- 
tled by arbitration if a proper effort is 
made. It is to the interest of both labor 
and capital that such differences be set- 
tled, and I feel that if those differences are 
treated by both sides in the proper spirit 
there will be no more occasion for strikes 
or lockouts. 

"As to our city, I wish to say that we 
have through our Tampa Board of Trade 
repeatedly extended invitations to the 
American Federation of Labor and its 
various branches to meet in convention in 
Tampa. Now we are glad that one of those 
branches is meeting here. We are glad you 
are with us, and we feel that we can show 
you a young city that is worthy of your 
admiration. If you will pardon me I will 
attempt to tell you briefly some of the great 
advantages of Tampa. First, we have a 
harbor that can accommodate almost all the 
navies of the world ; and certainly the en- 
tire American navy could lie safely within 
our land locked harbor of Tampa, which is 
defended at its entrance by the largest im- 
proved forts, which have cost the govern- 
ment in the neighborhood of four million 
dollars. We have a channel twenty feet 
deep up to the docks, and hope in the next 
Rivers and Harbors Bill to get an appro- 
priation that will enable us to have twenty- 
four feet of water to the docks of Tampa 
and extend our terminal facilities probably 
four miles. 

"Tampa is the largest manufacturing 
center of clear Havana cigars in the world. 



In 1907 we manufactured more of these 
cigars than were manufactured in the Island 
of Cuba. There are employed in this in- 
dustry here in the neighborhood of 12,000 
men, women and children, and the weekly 
pay roll is probably $175,000. We also have 
an army of men employed in other branches 
of industry, carpenters, bricklayers, and so 
on. According to statistics, in the terri- 
tory within one hundred miles of Tampa 
there are about fifteen billion feet of stand- 
ing round timber to be marketed. We will 
produce this year between four and one- 
half and five million boxes of oranges, and 
eighty per cent of the production of the 
state is within one hundred miles of Tampa. 

"We have about thirty producing phos- 
phate mines within one hundred miles of 
Tampa, twenty of them within fifty miles. 
In 1908 we produced 2,386,000 long tons 
of phosphate rock in the United States, 
which sold for more than eleven million 
dollars. Within one hundred miles of 
Tampa was produced in 1908 phosphate rock 
that brought $8,484,000, or three times as 
much as the entire product of the rest of 
the United States. The rock mined In 
Florida in 1907 was estimated at 1,500,000 
tons, for 1908, 1,750,000, and it is esti- 
mated that in 1909 it will be 2,000,000. We 
feel that 1,250,000 tons of it vill pass 
through this port. We feel that we have 
succeeded In laying the foundation for what 
will eventually be the largest port and the 
largest city on the Gulf of Mexico. 

"We extend a cordial invitation to each 
and every one of you to call at the rooms 
of the Tampa Board of Trade while you 
are here. Our Secretary, Mr. Powell, will 
take great pleasure in sending to the ad- 
dresses of your friends literature of the 
Tampa Bay Hotel and views of the city. 
If you will furnish the names of your 
friends this literature will be sent, as they 
will be Interested to know something of 
the city In which you are meeting. 

"We want you all to have a good time 
while you are here, and Intend to do all we 
can to make your stay pleasant." 

The chairman introduced to the conven- 
tion Mr. Franklin Pimbly, Secretary of the 
Building Trades Council of Tampa. 

Mr. Pimbly — "I desire to welcome the 
Building Trades Department of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor to Tampa In behalf 
of our Building Trades Council. Many 
years ago the building trades of thia city 
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realized that they could not gain the bene- 
fits they were entitled to while they re- 
mained apart. Thoy decided to come to- 
gether in an organization, and from that 
day to this success has attended the efforts 
of the men in the building trades here to 
improve their conditions and maintain 
friendly relations with their employers. 
Our Mayor and the President of the Board 
of Trade have already told you how well 
we have succeeded in maintaining friendly 
relations with our employers and with the 
city at large. 

**We are proud of the conditions that 
exist in the building trades of this city, and 
feel that they will compare favorably with 
conditions in any other city in the country. 
In the past we have had some little diffi- 
culties with our employers, it is true, but 
they were of short duration, and were set- 
tled with satisfactory results both to our- 
selves and the employers. I do not think 
any bitterness remains as a result of those 
differences. The Building Trades Council 
of Tampa has been invited to affiliate with 
the Building Trades Department in the past 
few months, but we decided to wait until 
the convention met here. We hope before 
the convention completes its work here the 
Tampa Building Trades Council will be 
able to obtain a charter from the Building 
Trades Department of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. There have been some 
few things in regard to your Department 
we wished thorouirhly understood by our 
men before we affiliated, and bolleve that 
after a meeting with you everything will 
be explained and understood. When that 
is done I am sure the Building Trades 
Council of Tampa will gladly accept a 
charter from your Department. 

"In behalf of the Building Trades Coun- 
cil of this city we bid you welcome to 
Tampa. We are glad you are with us, and 
hope it will not be many years before we 
will see you here again in convention." 

The chairman introduced Mr. Joseph 
Sherouse, President of International Typo- 
graphical Union No. 299. 

Mr. Sherolse — "Mr. President, Ladies 
and Brothers of the Building Trades De- 
partment :. It is with pleasure I stand be- 
fore you at this time to speak for the Cen- 
tral Trades and Labor Assembly of Tampa. 
It is a great pleasure to be able to welcome 
yon to our city. We feel that every Ameri- 



can working man should have a great in- 
terest in Tampa — the best organiypH city 
in the Southeastern part of our country. 
In this city members of organized labor 
are recognized in every public organization 
and in all the affairs of our government. 
Members of organized labor in Tampa are 
holding responsible positions to which they 
have been elected by the popular vote of 
the people. Nothing can speak better of 
the character of the organized laboring 
men than that. 

"We welcome you as one of the branches 
of the great American Feueration of Labor. 
There has never been organized together In 
the history of our country a body of men 
that has occupied more of the world's at- 
tention than the great American Federation 
of Labor, and no body has commanded 
more of the respect of the people generally. 
No men in the history of this or any other 
country have occupied positions for which 
they have been selected with more honor 
and credit to themselves or with better re- 
sults for the cause they represented than 
have the men wno stand at the head of the 
American Federation of Labor. It has 
been my pleasure to know these men per- 
sonally ; I have worked with them in the 
cause of labor, and I am proud of the men 
who serve us as members of the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor. Any man who sits within the sound 
of John Mitchell's voice when he addresses 
the public in the interest of the working 
men of the country will admit that he 
knows what he is talking about, and that 
he is a man who commands the respect of 
all who know him. The same can be said 
of President Gompers and Secretary Morri- 
son — a brother printer — and of all the 
other members of the Executive Council. 
All this is just as true of the men at the 
heads of the various Building Trades, the 
great Cigar Makers International Union, and 
other labor organizations. 

"Organized labor in America today Is a 
force to be reckoned with. Organized labor 
has done much for Tampa. I doubt If any 
labor organization has ever met amid a 
scene of more splendor than that which sur- 
rounds us this morning. We are meeting 
in a beautiful and splendid building which 
is a monument to the mechanical ability of 
men of your trades. Capital is a very nice 
thing in its place, li>a.t M ^\^vst^ vct^t \tfi 
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skilled mechanics it does not amount to 
mnch. Tampa is made up of men who 
hustle. We are a young city, but during 
the past twenty years we have probably 
made more advancement than any other 
city in the United States. That is largely 
due to the skilled men who are in the ranks 
of labor, men who have contended for their 
own interests, and at the same time have 
contended for the best interests of the city. 
There are more dollars in circulation per 
capita in Tampa than in any other city in 
the South. What is the reason? Because 
Tampa is thoroughly organized, and the 
great pay rolls already spoken of go into 
the pockets of the working men. They 
spend it for their families, and consequently 
we have a city where money circulates 
freely. Every man who is honest and up- 
right and who is willing to work is pros- 
perous in our city. 

*'I was pleased to hear the President of 
the Board of Trade express the views he 
did in regard to the relations that should 
exist between capital and labor. It is a 
sad fact that there are in the United States 
many capitalists, some of whom try to pose 
as philanthropists, who try to prevent us 
from organizing. We have no place . in 
Tampa for that class of people, and the 
sooner they are put aside in other parts of 
the country and get out of the way of 
American progress the better it will be for 
the country. I grant to the capitalist the 
right to organize, but he has no right to 
say to me that I shall not have the same 
privilege. The man who works honestly for 
his living and who takes good care of his 
family is the best citizen in this country. 
The best and happiest people in this country 
are not those who are in the limelight, but 
those who work for a living, pay their 
honest debts and go to bed at night with 
clear consciences. 

"Speaking for the Trades and Labor As- 
sembly and the great labor movement of this 
city, I bid you welcome." 

The chairman presented to the convention 
President James Kirby, of the Building 
Trades Department : 

President Kibbt — "Mr. Chairman and 
Delegates : I wish to say to Mayor Wing, 
on behalf of the delegates present, that we 
accept the hospitality of the City of Tampa 
so kindly tendered at his hands. When the 
Building Trades Department was meeting in 



Denver last year and the question of a 
convention city came up several cities were 
nominated, but Tampa was selected by a 
vote of almost five to one. The delegates 
felt that not only would the Southern sec- 
tion of our country be benefited by holding 
the convention here, but that it would be 
an education to them to come here. Every 
man you see before you is a representatiTe 
of an International organization, and each 
one of them is battle-scarred from the fights 
he has been through. There are no ap- 
prentices in the labor movement among the 
delegates assembled here in Tampa. I feel 
that they will all go back to their respectlTe 
organizations and urge that as soon as ar- 
rangements can be made that they hold their 
conventions here. 

"In my trip through the South I could 
not fail to notice the thousands of acres 
of unoccupied land. I realize what a great 
country this is destined to be, and I hope 
and believe that the labor movement will 
keep in advance of the settlement of this 
section of the country. We know how 
well Tampa is organized, and have known 
it for many years. I have had the pleasure 
of meeting many of your men in the north- 
ern conventions. However, the same con- 
ditions do not prevail in other portions of 
the Southland, and you are not in the po- 
sition you should be, however well en- 
trenched, as long as there is a laboring 
man of any craft outside your ranks. 

"The Building Trades Department waa 
created, not for the purpose of having 
strikes and turmoil, but to avoid dissension 
and trouble among ourselves. The most 
progressive people, the hardest fighters as 
a whole, are the members of the building 
trades. Our victories are many and our de- 
feats comparatively few, and when he have 
acted unitedly I know of no case where we 
have not been successful in winning our con- 
tentions. We take up our troubles among 
ourselves. There is no question that each 
contestant will fight to the limit for his own 
organization ; but I assure you that when 
the convention adjourns and the delegates 
go home to report to their respective or- 
ganizations,* no matter whether they have 
obtained what they sought for or not, they 
will be satisfied to abide by the decisions 
of the Department. The American Fed- 
eration of Labor has given us absolute and 
complete autonomy over the building trades. 
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We have aflSliated with the Department 
every building trade that is affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor. There 
is only one organization we concede as a 
building trade that is not with us, but in 
my Judgment it is only a matter of a few 
short months until that one will be aligned 
in our great labor movement. I speak, not 
from guess work, but from my actual ob- 
servation in my visits to the different parts 
of the country. 

"We do all in our power to avoid strikes, 
but when they do occur we do all in our 
power to settle them. Where we have an 
opportunity to deal with troubles before 
strikes are called we have, as a rule, set- 
tled the difficulties. There are a few or- 
ganizations that have no national affiliation, 
or if they have they are not recognized. 
We are, however, bending every effort to 
bring them into the proper fold. It will 
take some time and a great deal of hard 
work to accomplish this, but with a united 
effort, such as has been exhibited in the 
last twenty months since the formation of 
this Department, we cannot help but be 
successful. 



"My only regret at being in this city at 
the present time is the fact that the Inter- 
national officers who are present are unable 
to be in Washington to take part in the 
reception that will be given to President 
Gompers when he returns from his trip to 
Europe. This convention will, I am sure, 
take steps to send congratulations to that 
grand old man upon his successful trip. 

"Mr. Mayor and Gentlemen, I again thank 
you for your kind invitation, and assure 
you I will do my best to see that you do 
not have to exercise your authority in re- 
gard to any of our delegates. Those fel- 
lows came from the Atlantic to the Pa- 
cific and from the Great Lakes to the 
Gulf, and some of them are hard to 
hold. However, if any of them get in 
trouble, try to be as lenient as you can 
until we get them out of town." 

President Kirby announced that the Com- 
mittee on Credentials was not ready to re- 
port, owing to the fact that a number of the 
credentials were- late in being presented. 

At 11 :45 a. m. the convention was ad- 
journed to meet at 2 :30 p. m. 
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The convention was called to order at 
2 :30 p. m., Monday, October 11, President 
Kirby in the chair. 

President Kirby — "About two months 
ago I notified General President Alpine, of 
the Plumbers' organization. General Presi- 
dent 6ahlhorn, of the Painters, and the ex- 
ecutive officers of the Cement Workers to 
select a member from each of their or- 
ganizations to serve as a Committee on 
Finance and a Committee on Credentials. 
They are now ready to report." 



REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CRE- 
DENTIALS. 

Delegate Badgley, for the committee, re- 
ported as follows : 

Tampa, Fla., Oct. 11, '09. 
To the Officers and Delegates of the Second 
Annual Convention, Building Trades De- 
partment of the American Federation of 
I^bor : 

We, your Committee on Audit and Cre- 
dentials, after investigation, find the follow- 
ing organizations in good financial stand- 
ing with the Department and recommend 



the seating of their Delegates as follows : 

National Association of Asbestos Workers 
of America, entitled to one delegate, and 
sent one — A. J. Kennedy. 

International Association of Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers, entitled to three 
delegates, and sent three — Frank M. Ryan, 
M. J. Young, P. J. Morrin. 

Amalgamated Society of Carpenters, en- 
titled to two delegates, and sent two — 
Thomas Atkinson, Herbert Crampton. 

United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
.Toiners, entitled to Seven delegates, and 
sent seven — Frank Duffy, D. F. Featherton, 
Wm. B. McFarlane, James Kirby, E. J. 
Henderson, J. T. Cosgrove, Daniel H. Dee- 
gon. 

American Brotherhood of Cement Work- 
ers, entitled to three delegates, and sent 
three — M. E. Goellnitz, O. A. Tveitmoe, P. 
H. Maloy. 

International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers, entitled to three delegates, and 
sent three — F. J. McNulty, Harvey Raven, 
Jacob Soloman 

International Union of Elevator Con- 
structors, entitled to one delegate, and sent 
one — Frank Feeney. 

International Union of Steam Engineers* 
entitled to four delegates, and sent four — 
Matt Comerford, A. M. Huddell, R. A. Me- 
Kee, J. G. Hannahan. 

International AR«oeV%.U<(stv ol QL^%»Js!«i ^xsfe 
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ters of America, entitled to three, and sent 
none. 

International Association of Hod Car- 
riers and Buildin;.; Laborers, entitled to 
three, and sent two — H. P. Smith, Jas. B. 
Etchison. 

International Union of Wood, Wire and 
Metal Lathers, entitled to two dele.:?ates, 
and sent two — Wm. J. McSorley, Luke Mc- 
Kenny. 

International Association of Marble Work- 
ers, entitled to one delegate, and sent one — 
Walter V. Price. 

International Alliance Amalgamated Sheet 
Metal Workers, entitled to four delesrates, 
and sent four — M. O'Sullivan, Thomas 
Redding, Joseph Bobb, John F. Kennedy. 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paper Hangers, entitled to five delegates, 
and sent Ave — J. C. Bahlhorn, Prank Les- 
lie. J. C. Skemp, Clarence E. Swick, Geo. 
Hedrick. 

United Association of Plumbers, Gas 
Fitters, Steam Fitters and Steam Fitters' 
Helpers, entitled to four delegates, and sent 
four — John Coefield, Thomas G. Badgley, 
Charles Anderson, William J, Spencer. 

International Brotherhood of Composition 
Roofers, Damp and Water-proof Workers, 
entitled to one delegate, and sent one — 
Frank H. Alcott. 

International Association of Steam and 
Hot Water Fitters and Helpers of America, 
entitled to two delegates, and sent two — M. 
P. Garrett, Charles M. Rau. 

Journeymen Stone Cutters' Association, 
entitled to three delegates, and sent three — 
Ernest Edeler. J. Evans, Joseph Gervais. 
. International Union of Ceramic, Mosaic 
and Encaustic Tile Layers and Helpers, en- 
titled to one delegate, and sent one — Chas. 
M. Leps. 

Operative Plasterers' International Asso- 
ciation, entitled to three delegates, and sent 
three— Edward J. McGlvern, B. F. Tripple, 
John Donlin. 

The report of the committee was adopted, 
and the delegates whose names were in- 
cluded in the list were seated. 

Delegate Badgley, for the committee, read 
the following report: 

We have also received Credentials of Geo. 
G. Griffin, of the Baltimore Council of the 
Department : T. F. Williams. Pittsburg 
Building Trades Department, and of O. A. 
Woodbury, of the local Department of Chi- 
cago. 

We recommend that these delegates be al- 
lowed the privilege of the floor but with 
no vote. 

THOMAS G. BADGLEY, 
MARTIN E. GOELLNITZ, 
CLARENCE C. SWICIC 

President Kirby — "What is the pleasure 
of the convention in regard to the seating 
of delegates from the local building trades 
department without a vote?" 

Vice President O'Sullivan — "I move 
as an amendment to that portion of the 



report of the committee that representatives 
of all other local departments be accorded 
the same privilege as those named." (Sec- 
onded. ) 

Vice I'resident McSorley — "I move that 
that part of the report of the committee be 
not concurred In." (Seconded.) 

Delegate Tveitmoe — **I rise to a point of 
order. The motion to non-concur Is out of 
order. It is a negative motion." 

President Kirby stated that the point was 
well taken. 

Delegate Feeney — "Will the gentlemen, 
if seated, be permitted to take part In the 
general discussion that will come up?" 

President Kirby — "If the report of the 
committee is adopted they will be allowed 
to take part In the discussion that con- 
cerns their departments." 

Delegate McNulty asked that the law 
governing representation in the convention 
be read. The section was read by Secre- 
tary Spencer. 

Delegate Anderson — "If other depart- 
ments send representatives will they be 
seated?" 

President Kirby — "They wlil present 
credentials which will be acted upon." 

Delegate Ryan spoke in opposition to the 
report of the committee, and said in part: 
"We are going to establish a precedent, and 
it may be a dangerous one. We may have 
to take up a great deal* of time discussing 
questions affecting departments. There are 
delegates here who are fully competent to 
transact the business of their organizations 
affiliated with local sections. If this priv- 
ilege is to be accorded to some representa- 
tives of local departments we should have 
notified all of them, and then instead of 
four or five such delegates we might have 
had a hundred. We elect delegates at our 
conventions to come here and take care of 
our interests, and in a way It will be dual 
representation If you permit representatives 
of local sections to be seated here." 

Delegate Duffy spoke In favor of the re- 
port of the committee, and said In part : 
"In the last convention of this ^Department 
the chair ruled that a delegate representing 
a local council had a right to attend the 
sessions but did not have a right to vote. 
If we want to make this organization a 
success we must take Into consideration the 
local departments, and at present we are 
not doing It, we are leaving them alto- 
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sether on the outside. I am In favor of the 
local councils having representatives here 
so vrhen they go back they will know what 
has been done. The International officers 
have been coming here and doing business 
and the local councils have not been follow- 
ing it out on the outside. I am glad to see 
such representatives here. I want them to 
be here so they can go back and tell their 
departments what we have done so they can 
be in line with us.** 

Delegate McNdlty — "I did not under- 
stand that it was possible for representa- 
tives of local councils to come here and be 
seated with a right to discuss questions. 
If I had so understood I know personally of 
several that would be represented here. I 
want to see legislation that will allow the 
local departments to be represented here 
with a right to discuss questions affecting 
them, but without a vote ; but I believe if 
you establish this precedent without notify- 
ing our departments all over the country it 
will cause turmoil it will take a long time 
to overcome. I can mention off-hand at 
least ten local departments that would 
gladly have sent representatives here if 
they had known they would be seated 
without a right to vote. My home city 
would have been represented, because they 
have a grievance there." 

Delegate Tveitmoe spoke in favor of the 
report of the committee, and stated that he 
took the same position in regard to it as 
was taken by Delegate Duffy. 

Delegate Ryan asked that there be a 
roll call on the report of the committee. 

After a brief discussion by Vice President 
O' Sullivan* Delegate Featherstone and Dele- 
gate Ryan, the convention voted not to have 
a roll call on the report of the committee. 

o-he report of the committee on seating 
delegates from local departments without a 
vote was carried by a viva voce vote. 

Delegate Tveitmoe asked as a special 
privilege that he be allowed to speak on a 
matter not connected with the regular order 
of business. Permission being granted by 
the convention. Delegate Tveitmoe said : "I 
have no doubt the delegates miss a repre- 
sentative of one of the building trades who 
attended the last convention. He was very 
active in organizing the Department and 
took a prominent part in the Denver con- 
vention last year. He is not with us today, 
but I assure you he is present in spirit 
and that his wishes and his prayers are for 



your success. His work as long as he 
breathes God-given air will be for the up- 
lift of the common toiler and for the ad- 
vancement of the building trades. I bring 
you greetings from the next Mayor of San 
Francisco, P. H. McCarthy.'* 

Vice President O'Sullivan — "I move 
you that a committee of three be appointed 
by the chair to draw up a resolution com- 
mending Brother McCarthy as a candidate 
for Mayor of San Francisco, and that it be 
forwarded to the Building Trades Depart- 
ment of the City of San Francisco as com- 
ing from this convention." 

The motion was seconded and carried, and 
President Kirby appointed as a committee to 
frame the resolution Delegates O'Sullivan, 
McGee and Skemp. 

Secretary Spencer called the roll of dele- 
gates, and as each answered to his name 
he was presented with a convention badge. 

A representative of the Tampa Building 
Trades Council announced that a trolley ride 
had been arranged for Wednesday afternoon 
if the convention could adjourn early 
enough to enjoy it. 

A motion was adopted that the convention 
adjourn at 3 o'clock Wednesday afternoon 
to enable the delegates to accept the invita- 
tion of the local Building Trades Council. 

Secretary Spencer read the following tele- 
grams, which were received and made part 
of the proceedings of the convention : 

"Washington, D. C, Oct. 11, 1909. 
W. .T. Spencer, Secretary Building Trades 
Department, 

Tampa Bay Hotel, Tampa, Fla. 
"Greeting : May the deliberations of the 
convention be harmonious, fraternity the 
watchword, and the universal voice for 
unity and protection of our members. The 
Metal Trades Department stands willing to 
co-operate with you in this spirit of fra- 
ternity. 

"A. J. Berrbs, 
"Secretary-Treasurer Metal Trades Depart- 
ment." 

"New York, Oct. 11, 1909. 
"Convention Building Trades Department of 
the American Federation of Labor. 
"Swedish general strike vitally important. 
Working class of Sweden appeals for sup- 
port. Help us. 

"John Sandgbbn, 
629 Third Ave., Ne^ Y<:»x\l:' 
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"Chicago, III., Oct. 11. 1909. 
"W. .T. Spencer, 

Tampa Bay Hotel, Tampa, Pla. 
"Accept my sincere best wishes for a suc- 
cessful convention. May your legislation be 
of everlasting benefit. Regret inability to 
be with you in person, but am present in 
spirit. 

"J. R. Alpine." 
"San Francisco, Cal., Oct. 11, 1909. 
"Wm. J. Spencer, 

"Secretary Building Trades Department, 

"Tampa Bay Hotel, Tampa, Fla. 
"American Brotherhood of Cement Work- 
ers extends greetings, and wishes your sec- 
ond annual convention success. 

"Hbnbt J. Ullneb. 
"Secretary-Treasurer." 

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES. 
President Kirby announced the appoint- 
ment of the following committees : 

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ORDER OF 
BUSINESS. 

M. O'Sullivan, 
Thomas Atkinson, 
Harvey Raven, 
Chas. Anderson, 
Frank H. Alcott. 

COMMITTEE ON REPORT OP 
PRESIDENT. 
William J. McSorley, 
O. A. Tveitmoe, 
P. J. Morrin, 
Frank Leslie, 
B. F. Tripple. 

COMMITTEE ON SECRETARY-TREASURER'S RE- 
PORT. 

Chas. Leps, 
Daniel Deegan, 
M, J. Young, 
Edward McGivern, 
Joseph Gervais. 

COMMITTEE ON REPORT OP EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

Geo. Hedrick, 
W. B. McFarlane, 
R. A. McKee, 
Luke McKenny, 
John Cofield. 

COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 

Frank N. Ryan, 
Joe Evans, 
Chas. N. Rau, 
P. H. Maloy, 
John F. Kennedy. 



COMMITTEE ON LAWS. 

Frank Duffy, 
J. C. Bahlhorn, 
P. J. McNulty, 
Matt Comerford, 
Prank Peeney. 

COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZATION. 

Walter V. Price, 
Jas. B. Etchison, 
Herbert Crampton, 
E. J. Henderson, 
A. J. Kennedy. 

COMMITTEE ON ADJUSTMENT. 

J. G. Hannahan, 
D. P. Featherton, 
Thomas Redding, 
J. C. Skemp, 
John Donlin. 

COMMITTEE ON LOCAL AND STATE ORGANIZA- 
TION. 

J. T. Cosgrove, 

Jacob Soloman, • 

A. M. Huddell, 

H. P. Smith, 

Joseph Bobb. 

Vice President 



Hedrick presided while 



President Klrby read his annual report. 

PRESIDENT KIRBY'S ADDRESS. 

To the Officers and Delegates of the Second 
Annual Convention of the Building Trades 
Department of the American Federation 
of Labor : 
Fellow Workers, Greeting : 

Eleven months have elapsed since we met 
In Denver. In that short period volumes 
of history have been made by the laboring 
people of this country. Were I dealing 
with the movement in general, my report 
wx)uld be longer and the subjectfiJ more va- 
ried, but I feel it would not be more Inter- 
esting for every matter and subject we have 
to deal with is of interest to every dele- 
gate present, and our work is so closely al- 
lied that it promotes the most active and in- 
tense attention. 

It is now about twenty months since 
this Department was chartered by the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, and while it is 
too much to expect evils that have existed 
for so many years could be eradicated in so 
short a time, nevertheless we have made 
wonderful strides. Looking back over the 
work accomplished, the thought occurs how 
much better we would have done had the 
laws of the Department been complied with 
in every instance. Had such been the case, 
the Department would stand out clear and 
strong, as the bulwark of the trade union 
movement. It seems, however, that it will 
require some time to bring about the de- 
sired condition, and establish relations both 
locally and nationally that will withstand 
the disputes and dissensions that are bound 
to arise from time to time — matters of small 



EEPOBT OF PEOCBBDINGS. 



note within themselves, but considered of 
great importance by the parties interested 
and ofttimes leading to complicated condi- 
tions. 

AMERICAN FEDERATION OP LABOR. 

I am pleased to state that the relations 
between the officers of this Department and 
the officers of American Federation of Labor 
are as they should be — most cordial, and the 
organizers of the Federation have frequently 
rendered the Department valuable assistance. 

President Gompers and Secretary Morri- 
son have at different times detailed organ- 
izers to do special work for the Building 
Trades. This, together with the moral 
Influence of afflliauon with the American 
Federation of Labor, has been of great bene- 
fit to the Department in general. 

STATE BUILDING TRADES COUNCIL. 

I have so far taken no steps towards in- 
creasing the number of our State Building 
Trades Councils, preferring rather to observe 
the workings of the two already chartered. 
I am thoroughly convinced, however, that 
State Councils are a great benefit and 
should be encouraged. 

The State Building Trades Council of Cal- 
ifornia, under its able leaders, is ever in- 
creasing its prestige, defeat is unknown, and 
they are growing in strength both numer- 
ically and financially. The Building 
Tradesmen of that State are to be congratu- 
lated on the conditions they have estab- 
lished, and their bright prospects for the fu- 
ture. 

The New Jersey State Building Trades 
Council, situated as that State is, on the 
pathway of all wanderers from the East to 
the West, and occupying all the territory 
between two great cities, has made remark- 
able progress. They have recently succeed- 
ed in having a law enacted called "AN ACT 
TO REGULATE EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY 
FOR INJURY OR DEATH OF EMPLOY- 
EES." which I consider quite an improve- 
ment over anything I have seen of a like 
nature, and it certainly commends itself to 
favorable consideration. 

By the Building Trades working in con- 
junction with the State Federations, I feel 
that it would be much easier to secure fa- 
vorable legislation, something much needed 
in all States. State Councils also promote 
feeling of mutual interest, creating new 
acquaintances and forming new associations, 
thereby establishing bonds of unity and 
making men much more susceptible to ap- 
peals for assistance in times of need. 

LOCAL BUILDING TRADES COUNCILS. 

We experience considerable difficulty with 
our local Building Trades Councils for the 
reason that our laws at present do not pro- 
vide for many contingencies that arise lo- 
cally. 

We find our Councils willing to comply in 
a general way to our Constitution without 
coercion, but we also find that drastic meas- 
ures are continually being applied on the 
slightest provocation, which more often 
than otherwise works to the detriment of 
the Council, if not to its complete dissolu- 
tion as an effective body. 

One of our hardest problems to solve, 
(and the one that has been neglected the 
most) is proper and adequate laws for our 
local councils. Provisions should be 



made pr.ohibiting any local body from ex- 
pelling an affiliated union without reference 
to the Executive Council, and if possible in- 
vestigated by someone authorized to do so, 
and at no time until the National Officer 
of the organization in question has been no- 
tified and given an opportunity to adjust the 
difficulty. 

In my report to the Denver Convention 
dealing with the right of local unions to 
affiliate locally whose internationals were 
not affiliated, I reported in part as follows : 

"That the Executive Council decided that 
where the claims of jurisdiction of their 
work, etc., in no way confiicted with the lo- 
cals of anv of our affiliated Internationals, 
they would be allowed to affiliate locally." 

Now, while this subject provoked consid- 
erable discussion, practically no action was 
taken, thus leaving it to the Locals to de- 
cide who the^ would admit, and this has 
often led to complicated conditions. Local 
Unions are not to be condenlnea for desir- 
ing to asociate with organizations who can 
assist them ; neither are • local councils 
wrong in their desire to assist all parties, 
but this desire has of times prevailed against 
better judgment. Again, it has been as- 
serted that there are instances when non- 
affiliated crafts have been seated on account 
of their known friendship for some individ- 
ual or proposition, and protests have fre- 
quently been made to the Department on 
account of such action. Many Interna- 
tional officers have expressed their belief 
that the best interest of the affiliated or- 
ganization could be protected by limiting 
the membership of the Local Councils to 
the crafts affiliated nationally. 

I do not wish it to be understood that I 
do not desire to assist any organization in 
need, but my experience has taught me that 
this Department must be controlled by 
Building Trades absolutely. The nearer 
we confine ourselves to the basic organiza- 
tions the more successful we are bound to 
be, and I may sav that at this time in my 
opinion there is out one craft that yet re- 
mains outside the Building Trades family, 
and were they affiliated nationally I feel 
sure they would agree with the above rec- 
ommendation. 

tjuite frequently Local Building Trades 
Councils inaugurate movements without 
consulting either their own internationals 
or the Department, and these hasty actions 
are seldom successful and quite frequently 
are very disastrous. 

SYMPATHETIC STRIKE. 

While we cannot for one moment surren- 
der our right to take sympathetic action 
where a sister organization is in peril, yet 
oftimes Building Trades Councils are prone 
to hasty action unnecessarily on the theory 
quick work must be done, otherwise the job 
may be completed. Admitting that on small 
buildings this may be true, but I am of 
the opinion that it would be better to com- 
plete the job on which any contention may 
arise (providing a repetition can be pre- 
vented) than to endanger the dissolution 
of the Council. 

INTERNATIONAL HOD CARRIERS AifD BUILDING 
LABORERS. 

The adjustment committee of the Den- 
ver Convention in de«L\LT\:& '^X}^. ^x^Amfic^ 



10 



EEPORT OP PEOCBEDINGS. 



from members of the above-named erganiza- 
tion went into the situation very thorough- 
ly and made very able recommendations, 
which were in effect : 

"That the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor be requested 
to instruct the General and Local Organiz- 
ers of the American Federation of Labor to 
give prompt attention to the organizing of 
all Hod Carriers and Building Laborers 
now unorganized and affiliate them with the 
Hod Carriers and Building Laborers* Inter- 
national Union ; and further recommend that 
a convention, regular or special, be held, pref- 
erably within six monlhs, for the thoi*ough 
amalgamation or reorganization of that body 
and that the President of tue Building 
Trades Department should be in aitendance 
at said convention to give such assistance 
and advice as the circumstances and his 
experience in the labor movement may sug- 
gest. They further recommended that to 
make the convention referred to a success, 
the suspended and seceding locals of the 
organization be given representation therein, 
in accordance with the laws of the Hod 
carriers and Building Laborers' International 
Union, and that the suspended and seceding 
locals commence payment of per capita tax 
to che International headquarters in accord- 
ance with the constitution of the organiza- 
tion, beginning with and for the month of 
January, 1909. And that this Building 
Trades Department guarantees all interest- 
ed parties that no advantage wiil be given 
or taken by any one faction over another. 
And that the President of this Department 
shall send to all Hod Carriers and Labor- 
ers' Unions an official circular letter, urging 
them to adhere to the above recommenda- 
tions." 

I wish to say that I was completely un- 
able to carry out any part of this recom- 
mendation, owing to the fact that I could 
not secure any co-operation whatever on 
the part of the offcers of the international 
Hod Carriers and Building Laborers, lae 
delegates will readily understand how im- 
possible it would be for me to call a con- 
vention or proceed upon any lines totally 
independent of the International Organiza- 
tion. Had I been able to secure from ^he 
Executive Board of the Hod Carriers the as- 
surance that they would co-operate with me 
to the extent that all local unions who had 
seceded or been expelled would be allowed 
representation at the convention which was 
recommended to be held within six months, 
I feel positive that I could have secured the 
affiliation of several tuousand building la- 
borers. We took this matter up by corre- 
spondence with the officers ; and also con- 
sulted with them personally in Pittsburg 
during the month of February. I endeav- 
ored to get them to state upon what grounds 
they would co-operate witn the Department 
towards securing the affiliation of the sus- 
pended organizations. I was unable to se- 
cure either their promise to comply with 
the instructions of the Denver Convention 
or to have them outline any other policy 
that would ue satisfactory to them. 

In the presence of the Executive Council 

I asked both Secretary Stamburgh and 

President D'.Vllesandro to give me in writ- 

Jng the conditions under which those organ- 



izations would be guaranteed a seat in their 
next convention. This they both promised 
but failed to do. I was very anxious to be 
of assistance to that organization, for no 
man realizes more than I the strength of 
the laborer when tht)roughly organized, and 
no class of men needs organizing more than 
the Building Laborers. Falling to secure 
the co-operation of the international offi- 
cers of the Hod Carriers along the lines in- 
dicated by the Department I asked Presi- 
dent D'Allesandro and Secretary Stamburgh 
for a copy of their Constitution, Intending 
to endeavor to have the Constitution com- 
piled with by the organization who have 
been suspended. I, however, was unable to 
secure a copy of the Constitution from either 
the l*resident or the Secretary, and up to 
date, although having made repeated re- 
quest, I have been unable to secure a copy 
of their Constitution and By-Laws, thus 
being in entire Ignorance of their laws or 
of any obligations that an organization 
would be requested to comply with to en- 
able them to affiliate. 

Their convention was called for the 27th 
day of September. Being only a week 
prior to our Convention I was unable to be 
in attendance during their sessions. I, how- 
ever, attended the convention the first day 
and I can only say that the future of that 
organization will best be Judged by the work 
of that body. I gave them the best advice 
that my experience taught me would be to 
their benefit, and I sincerely trust that 
the work of their convention will be such 
as to enable us to co-operate with them 
in building up an organization worthy of 
the International Hod Carriers and Build- 
ing Laborers. 

DENVER, COLORADO. 

Perhaps the most aggravated condition 
this department has been called upon to deal 
with has maintained in the city of Denver. 
As win be remembered, the trouble origlnl- 
ally started when the major portion of the 
Amalgamated Society of Carpenters and 
Joiners joined the Brotherhood In that city. 
Representation was made by the Brother- 
hood of Carpenters of Denver that no local 
organization of Amalgamated existed in that 
city and therefore they were not entitled 
to any delegates In the Building Trades 
Council. This matter was discussed quite 
lengthy during the Convention of the Build- 
ing Trades in that city, and it will be re- 
membered that tiie Amalgamated Carpen- 
ters were instructed to furnish proof to the 
Executive Council of this department that 
they still maintained an organization in 
that city. The evidence was forthcoming. 
The Executive Council was satisfied 
that the Amalgamated Society had sufficient 
men to maintain an organization according 
to their constitution and the Building 
Trades Council was forthwith instructed to 
seat the Amalgamated delegates, which ac- 
tion was concurred in by the convention. 
Before they were seated, however, it seems 
that local arrangements were made whereby 
the representatives from all the carpenters 
were to corae from the Carpenters' District 
Council. An election was called for the 
purpose of electing delegates to the Building 
Trades Council. The election resulted in 
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all Brotherhood men being elected, and with- 
out giving notice to the Brotnerhood's Dist- 
rict Council that they had withdrawn their 
delegates they (the Amalgamated) elected 
three delegates and sent them to the Build- 
ing Trades Council where they were im- 
mediately seated over the protests of the 
delegates of the Brotherhood, whereupon 
the Brotherhood of Carpenters immediately 
withdrew from the Building Trades Council. 

It would be impossible for me to describe 
In an intelligent manner the conditions that 
followed other than as transpired under my 
immediate ol^servation. It is true that the 
Brotherhod of Carpenters refused to work 
on the building with Amalgamated Car- 
penters. It is also true that the Amalga- 
mated Carpenters demanded representation 
on various jobs manned by the Brotherhood 
men. The Brotherhood of Carpenters were 
accused of doing the work of other crafts 
and they just as promptly and emphatically 
denied the accusations. I have no Intention 
to deal with these subjects other than to 
state such conditions as existed. 

With the object of adjusting the difficulty 
I visited Denver during t^e month, of May 
and spent nearly three weeks in that city. 
I did everything in my power to bring the 
contending parties to an understanding. I 
visited the organizations, the employers, 
editors of the newspapers and the financial 
men of Denver for the purpose of seeking 
some evidence whereby a settlement could 
be reached. In all of this I utterly fail- 
ed. I was always able to bring the parties 
together, but never able to have them agree 
when they were together, consequently was 
compelled to leave without having accom- 
plished anything by way of adjusting the 
difficulty. 

Not desiring to avoid the responsibilty of 
giving an opinion that would clean up the 
situation, I rendered the following decision 
which was approved by the Eexecutive 
Council : 

"Building Tkades Council is here- 
with instructed to amend its laws to 
comply with the laws of the Building 
Trades Department, and I desire to call 
to the attention of the Building Trades 
Council, that the representation as pro- 
vided for in our general constitution, 
does not provide for a division, or sub- 
division of the affiliated Trades of 
any one International organization. 
To be plain with you, and to illustrate 
the above instructions I will say that 
the tilesetters and their helpers are 
entitled to as many representatives in 
the Building Trades Council as their 
aggregate membership would allow 
them, and the mechanics and their help- 
ers cannot be classed as two separate 
organizations. I use this craft as an 
Illustration. The same annlies to the 
affiliated members of any International 
organziation. The fact of their not 
belonging to the same local union in 
no way changes the relations of the 
various crafts towards the Building 
Trades Council, and if they have no 
central body among themselves or no 
arranerements to elect delegates jointly, 
they should at once proceed to make 
such an arrangement. 



**I also f5nd that the organization 
known, as the Drain Layers are affi- 
liated with your council. This or- 
ganization cannot be allowed to have or 
retain membership in the Building 
Trades Department, and for your in- 
formation I would state that they 
should be chartered by the Interna- 
tional Hod Carriers and Building La- 
borers, where I feel sure their interests 
can be best protected. 
"The Carpenters' District Council 
is herewith instructed to re-affiliate with 
the Drnver Building Trades Council, 
on or before the first meeting night in 
July. 

"To all parties concerned, I would 
say that I feel sure that if the above 
instructions are complied with and a 
due regard used toward the feelings of 
all parties that harmony will again be 
restored and the non-union man will 
soon have been eliminated in the city of 
Denver. 

"Respectfully submitted, 
"(Signed) JAMES KIRBY, President." 

The Carpenters* District Council of Den- 
ver notified me of an appeal from my de- 
cision to the convention but made no move 
to comply with the decision rendered. This 
whole matter was then before the Executive 
Council and will be dealt with in their 
report on the subject. In passing I can 
only state that those conditions are bound 
to occur where two organizations having 
equal jurisdiction over the same class of 
work exist In the same city and emphasizes 
the necessity, for the peace and unity of 
the movement, that steps be taken at this 
convention to make such action by these 
crafts impossible. The result of the fiarht 
has been the almost complete disorganization 
of one of the best organized cities in the 
United States and a condition created that 
has held us up to ridicule throughout the 
country. 

CHICAGO, ill. 

For several years there has existed In 
Chicago an organization known as the As- 
sociated Building Trades. In 1901 when the 
Building Trades Council was disbanded after 
a lock-out extending over a period of four- 
teen months, several organizations created 
what was then termed an advisory board of 
business agents. After several years and 
various changes the Associated Building 
Trades resulted. This organization was the 
only central body of Building Trades in 
Chicago. Inasmuch as quite a number of 
Building Trades were affiliated with it I 
took no steps toward the establishment of 
a Building Trades Council in that city. 
However, during the year of 1008 several 
orsranizations made application for a char- 
ter. Feeling that to create a new or- 
ganization might be the means of pro- 
motins: strife, etc.. I counseled that the or- 
ganization mnkinc application defer their 
action for the time being. This while 
many dissenting from my request, never- 
theless was done. In July of this year, 
however, a demand was mad^ for a char- 
ter signed by elsrht affiliated Internationals 
and I had no other recourse only to issue 
same. 
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About the first of May this year the 
Elevator Constmctors made a demand for 
an increase in pay; their principal employ- 
ers being the Otis Elevator people, who 
refused to grant the increased rate of 
wages, and on the 12th of June made an 
agreement with the Machinists, Electrical 
Workers, Steam Fitters* Helpers, Ornamen- 
tal Iron Workers and building Laborers to 
do the work claimed by toe Elevator Con- 
stmctors. This agreement, as before stated, 
was made about the first of June yet our 
department was not notified of the fact for 
some weeks later. We immediately protested 
to the various Internationals #nd endeavor- 
ed to have them compel their Locals to re- 
linquish the work in question and take up 
their disputes with the Elevator Con- 
stmctors in the regular way. However, on 
this we have, up to date, been unsuccess- 
ful. In company with a representative 
from the Chicago Building Trades Coun- 
cil, and from the Elevator Constmctors of 
Chicago, I attended the Macliln- 
ists' Convention and asked them to 
instruct their Machinists of Chicago to cease 
work upon the elevators and to file their 
claims for the work with the Building 
Trades Department, assuring them that the 
matters would be taken up with the Ex- 
ecutive Councils of the Building Trades and 
Metal Trades, and felt certain that an 
amicable understanding could be reached. I 
am told, however, that the Machinists' Con- 
vention endorsed the action of their Chi- 
cago Local in their contention. 

Our Building Trades Council has taken 
up the dispute on behalf of the Elevator 
Constructors and have refused to allow them 
to work upon buifdings where the Machinists 
and Electrical Workers were installing ele- 
vators. It is hard for me to find words 
sufilcient to condemn such action as these. 
We find an organization endeavoring to bet- 
ter their conditions when several other 
crafts take advantages of their temporary 
embarrassment and proceed to parcel out 
their work. It is to be admitted that the 
claims of the Eievator Constructors are 
open to modifications, and while I do not 
go on record as to endorsing all the work 
they claim, yet I feel that each organiza- 
tion could have secured all the work they 
were justly entitled to without acting as 
has been alleged, the part of strike-break- 
ers. Now, while the officers of the 
Building Trades Council of Chicago 
have gone into this fight and are doing their 
utmost to bring it to a successful termina- 
tion, they are embarrased by the fact that 
the Elevator Constructors refuse to help 
themselves outside of Chicago and are work- 
ing for the Otis people in various other 
cities. This has a very direct bearing on 
the winning of the fight, for it Is hard to 
convince a man of another craft that he 
should walk the streets for the Elevator 
Constructors when he (the Elevator Con- 
structor) is working for the same parties 
in other cities, and I feel that I am not 
saying too much when I state that the In- 
ternational Organization of Elevator Con- 
structors have not been able to come to the 
assistance of their Chicago members as they 
should and as the other trades were justly 
entitled to expect they would. This is a sub- 



ject that I believe demands the attention of 
thia Convention, and I feel that protests 
should be made both to the Metal Trades 
Department, of which the Machinists are 
affiliated, and also to the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, and the Electrical Workers 
who are a part of this Department should 
be dealt with In accordance with our own 
laws. 

PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

Following Instmctlons of the Denver Con- 
vention, which were, 

"That the President of this department 
be, and is hereby instmcted to proceed 
to Philadelphia within sixty days and 
call a meeting of all bona fide Building 
Trades eligible to membership under the 
laws of this Department, and each 
National or International organization 
affiliated with this department shall 
notify their respective local unions in 
Philadelphia to attend such meeting and 
co-operate with the President to the 
end that a strong, harmonious local de- 
partment be instituted in that city In 
accord&nce with our laws. And it was 
further recommended that the charter 
then in existence be maintained until 
the above recommendations have been 
carried out, and when they are carried 
out, the President of this department 
is empowered to make the necessary 
changes to the present charter to con- 
form therewith." 

All International Secretaries were duly 
notified, as well as a-rt rocal secretaries, 
and at the meeting called all the trades 
were represented with the exception of the 
Hoisting Engineers. One niember from each 
organization was appointed to formulate 
laws in conformity with the department and 
after this organization was established a 
new charter was issued to them. It seems, 
however, that several of toe organizations 
affiliated with the Allied Building Trades 
Council were disposed to object to the 
arrangement, owing to the fact that several 
local organizations whose Internationals 
were not connected with this department 
had for many years maintained their affi- 
liation with the Allied Building Trades 
Council and it seemed the desire that in the 
reorganization that assurance be given them 
that they would be taken care of and ad- 
mitted to membership, and objections were 
filed against the granting of the charter 
until such arangements were assured. I 
felt, however, that the Building Trades 
Council could best judge of the action they 
desire to take after the council was formed 
and therefore issued the charter. It seems, 
however, that matters have not progressed 
as smoothly as they should, and that there 
is still more or less dissatisfaction existing. 
I believe, however, that a permanent and 
lasting council can only be established by 
organizations whose Internationals are re- 
cognized by this department as strictly 
Building Trades. 

NEW YORK, N. T. 

Many delegates who were present when 
the Building Trades Department was first 
created in Washington, D. C, will remember 
the large delegation of Building Tradesmen 
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who were present from Greater New York, 
representing as they did nearly ev6ry build- 
ing craft in that city. They were almost 
unanimous in their request that when 
Greater New York should be chartered that 
five charters be issued, one for each bo- 
rough of the city. Acting upon these re- 
presentations steps were taken by the offi- 
cers to comply with their request, when 
Immediately protests arose from the various 
Building Trades against the issuance of five 
charters and stating > that it was the de- 
sire of the Building Trades that one char- 
ter be issued covering Greater New York. 
These representations were made to our 
office under the seal of the various organiza- 
tions after a referendum vote had been 
taken by them on the subject. Being 
desirous of complying with the request of 
the Building Trades and anxious to give 
them what they wanted, the charter was 
issued covering Greater New York. I feel 
now, as I did at that time, that that was 
the proper course and mat better results 
could be obtained by one charter than by 
five. However, it appears that this has 
not proven satisfactory and there Is a loud 
and strong demand being made that a sep- 
arate charter be issued for Brooklyn, and 
I feel certain that were Brooklyn issued 
a charter applications would at once be 
filed for a Building Trades Council of each 
borough. 

The cause of this desire for so many char- 
ters seems to be on account of local con- 
ditions, or rather local sentiment. The out- 
lying boroughs in New York re- 
sent the interference with their aflPairs by 
organizations on Manhattan Island and this, 
coupled with the fact that each borough 
has a regularly organized board of business 
agents, complicates the situation. The Build- 
ing Trades of Greater New York are labor- 
ing under the disadvantage of what is term- 
ed the arbitration agreement. This, in my 
opinion, is very deterimental to the move- 
ment in general and I feel that some con- 
certed action should be taken to relieve the 
Building Trades from these arbitrary and 
expensive operations. In fact it is almost im- 
possible for this department to enforce its 
laws while its organizations are connected 
with this named plan of arbitration. Seat- 
ed with the regularly affiliated International 
Unions In this arbitration board are vari- 
ous local organizations. These organizations 
are countenanced and supported by the 
board of arbitration, assisted by local un- 
ions affiliated with Internationals connected 
with this department against local unions 
of other Internationals affiliated likewise. 
To explain the matter more fully, many or- 
ganizations seated in the Building Trades 
Council and co-operating with the Build- 
ing Trades Council are compelled oftimes to 
support a local organization against the 
regularly affiliated International and, while 
they may be compelled at times, there are 
many times when it seems that they sup- 
port them from a matter of preference 
rather than compulsion. 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 

Following the instructions of the Denver 
Convention relative to the city of St. Louis, 
wherein two applications had been received 



for two charters for Building Trades Coun- 
cils in that city, I notified the National 
Secretaries that I would be in St. Louis 
December 19th for the purpose of forming 
a Building Trades Council affilating with 
this department, and asking them to in- 
struct their local organizations to have 
representatives present. I am pleased 
to report that the result was a well attend- 
ed meeting. All trades with one exception, 
the Journeymen Stone Cutters, were re- 
presented, and all participated in making 
application for charter. The charter was 
issued and a Building Trades Council creat- 
ed, taking place of the one which formerly 
was chartered by the International Building 
Trades Council. 

Matters have progressed very satisfactori- 
ly in St. Louis since, up until the dissension 
arose within the ranks of the Eelectrical 
Workers. The Local Union of Electrical 
Workers affiliated with the Building Trades 
Council maintained their allegiance to that 
faction not sanctioned by this department 
and the American Federation of Labor. 
The Building Trades exhibited quite a re- 
luctance against taking action to unseat 
them. I notified them sometime ago that 
unless they proceeded to unseat them by 
the 15th of September the charter of the 
St. Louis Building Trades Council would 
be revoked, but inasmuch as the Electrical 
Workers were asembled in convention in 
Chicago, and it seemed to be the general im- 
pression that some good results would de- 
velop of their deliberations tending towards 
cementing together the factions among the 
Electrical Workers, I was disposed to act 
slowly in the premises, and since that time 
I have been so busy with other matters 
that I have been unable to give it my at- 
tention. I feel safe in saying, however, 
that when the St. Louis Building Trades 
are notified that no further delay will be 
tolerated they will at once unseat the or- 
ganization in question. 

NEW HAVEN, CONN. 

During the early part of this year an 
application for a charter was received from 
Hartford, Conn., signed by a sufficient 
number of organizations. In compliance 
with our usual custom we returned the ap- 
plication asking the reason why other or- 
ganizations were not parties to it. It 
seems that the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters, the Bridge and Structural Iron- 
workers, the United Association of Plum- 
bers and the Bricklayers have an organiza- 
tion in that city known as the Structural 
Building Trades Alliance. This I may add, 
however, was never chartered by the Na- 
tional Structural Building Trades Alliance 
and was purely a local organization. These 
four trades mentioned have established con- 
ditions themselves and have refused to al- 
low the other organizations to affiliate with 
them. I visited New Haven and assured 
myself that at that time it would be almost 
impossible to create an effective Building 
Trades Council in that city without the 
assistance of the three organizations men- 
tioned. From past experience I doubted 
our ability to secure their affiliation for the 
time being and, therefore, recommended that 
the issuance of the charter be delayed. I 
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explained the matter in fall at tlie meeting 
of our Executive Council in June, and it was 
deem<^ best at tliat time to issue a charter 
to that city. I was instructed to call a 
meeting and notify all organizations to the 
eif**ct that a chartor would be issued. This 
I fully intended to do. but on account of 
numerous otlier matters. I have never been 
able to reach New Haven and put into 
effect the orders of our Executive Council. 

INDIANAPOLIS, IXD. 

One of the strongest exemplifications of 
what can be done by concerted action on 
the part of the Building Trades has just 
come to pass in the city of Indianapolis. 
In that city they are erecting a municipal 
building. The work is being done by the 
Weptlake Construction Company, of St. 
I^uis. general contractors : they having 
sub-let several portions of the work. 
Among the sub-contractors was a firm of 
painters notoriously unfair. When it 
was learned that they had the work and 
were priming frames, steps were at once 
taken to unionize their shop. They agreed 
to furnish union painters upon the job 
in question but refused to unionize their oth- 
er work. This as a matter of course was de- 
cidedly unsatisfactorily to the Brotherhood 
of Painters and they refused to furnish 
union men on one building and at the same 
time permitting them to use non-union men 
elsewhere. The final result being what all 
trades were called off the building, and all 
workn?en including the bricklayers, left the 
job. The bricklayers, however, and .Journey- 
men Stone Cotters soon returned and action 
was taken by the general contractors to 
Immediately fill the places of the men who 
quit work. In order to force the issue, steps 
were at once taken to stop the work of 
this firm in other cities. They had under 
way a large job in the city of Peoria on 
which seventy-nine men of all trades were 
employed. Work on this building was stop- 
ped, and arrangements made with the St. 
Louis Building Trades Council to immedi- 
ately stop the several jobs under construc- 
tion in that city. The St. Louis Building 
Trades Council acted very promptly on the 
premises and immediately appointed a com- 
mittee to take the matter up with the firm. 
This committee called upon the Westlake 
people on September 23d, but were unable 
to meet them, and an anpointment was 
than made to take it up with them on the 
following day. In the meantime the West- 
lake Company had asked for a conference 
with the General Officers of this depart- 
ment and the organizations affected by the 
strike. Accompanied by a committee from 
the local Building Trades Councils of St. 
Louis, General Secretary Frank DuflFy, of 
the Brotherhood of Carpenters, and General 
President Balhorn, Brotherhood of Painters. 
I visited St. Louis, on the 24th, took the 
matter up with them and was successful 
in reichincr an adjustment of the difficulty, 
the firm agreeing that the naintin<? con- 
tractors in question must either furnish 
union men to do the work or they would 
take the contract away from them and com- 
plete it themselves, thus bringing about a 
signal victory for the department In In- 
dianapolis, an organization which, by the 



way, has had to fight for its existence shice 
its first conception, being located in tlift 
hot bed of the Citizens* Alliance and the 
Employers* Association, who have bent every 
effort in their power to crush out the move- 
ment in that city. Our success lies in 
the fact that we secured instantaneous co- 
operation from the International Organiza- 
tions and the local Building Trades in St 
Louis and Peoria : atrain forcibly demonst- 
ratin? that with united effort and good 
judgment there is no situation that cannot 
be settk*d to our advantage. 

CONVENTION AT TAMPA. 

Considerable criticism has been expressed 
on account of Tampa having been selected 
as the place of holding the present conven- 
tion, and that, too, I am sure by men who 
as delegates voted for Tampa : also by 
others who were compelled to leave before 
adjournment. I mention this at this time 
in order that if a mistake was made (which 
I will not admit) it may not be repeated 
again at this convenlon, and that more 
care may be given to the selection of our 
next meeting place. 

JTRISDICTION DISPUTE 

Many jurisdiction controversies have been 
taken up and adjusted since our last con- 
vention, among them being the Plaster and 
Cement Workers. The Brotherhood of Car- 
penters have reached an understanding with 
the Iron Workers, Asbestos Workers, Marble 
Workers and Laborers and the principal 
disputes we will have is the I. A. Steam 
Fitters Association and the U. A. Plumbers, 
the Cement Workers and Laborers and Sheet 
Metal Workers and Carpenters, Lathers and 
Bridgemen, and no matter how long it may 
take, I trust this convention will not ad- 
journ until a positive, clear drawn decision 
is rendered. Let there be no evading the 
issue, for any organization is better ofT 
to lose their contention than to remain in 
doubt and be subject to bickering and un- 
certainties. 

OBGANIZING. 

During the past year I have visited many 
cities and many localities endeavoring to 
adjust disputes, settle grievances and or- 
ganize Building Trades Counfcils. Owing to 
the fact that I was practically alone. I was 
oftimes compelled to leave the locality be- 
fore my work was completed, and at the 
present time there are no less than a dozen 
cities who have asked that I visit them 
and give them my services and advice, and 
some of them feel and express themselves 
very forcible on the fact of my non-com- 
pliance with their requests, but I have taken 
up every matter that I could possibly give 
my attention to and srone to every place I 
could reach. I have had to travel in some in- 
stances long distances and made rapid moves 
from one place to another. While not com- 
plaining In the least as to the amount of 
work asked of me, I simply mention this 
as an exnlanation as to why more was not 
done. The Vice-Presidents of this depart- 
ment are so situated with their own duties 
that it Is practically impossible for them 
to give any active assistance to the Depart- 
ment Inasmuch as they are nearly all In- 
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ternational officers, and those who are not 
are employed by their organization, thus tak- 
ing up their time aimost exclusively. 
While Secretary Morrison has always stood 
ready to assist us with his organizers, yet 
our councils nearly always demand a Build- 
ing Trades Department man, therefore mak- 
ing it necessary for me to give it personal 
attention. 

AJOBB WORK FOB GENERAL OPPICER, 

The creation of the department has car- 
ried with it an enormous amount of work 
for the General Officers of its affiliated 
Internationals, entailing a great deal of 
correspondence, conferences and committee 
work to such an extent that in some in- 
stances to appear almost burdensome Both 
the Secretary-Treasurer and myself have 
at all times endeavored to minimize this 
as far as possible, but on account of _the 
many conflicting contentions, the reluctance 
of various local unions to affiliate and the 
general work of organizing we fully realized 
that we were at times taxing the patience 
and time of many officers. There is this, 
however, to be said in regard to the above. 
While the General Officers have been called 
upon more frequently than ever before the 
disputes among our local unions are grow- 
ing less and less so that the organiaztion 
as a whole benefits by having qnestions 
setled by their General Officer rather than 
by local men, thereby profiting by their 
experience and wide knowledge of aflPalra. 
At the same time attaining one of the 
primary objects of this department, namely 
settling our troubles within the channels of 
our own organization rather than by a 
public display of our internal affairs. 



In my report to the Denver Convention, 
I expressed the following opinion : 

"That I believed that if a law esta- 
blishing the number of hours a man 
should work on Government contracts 
could be established and enforced, then 
a law fixing the rate of wages or not 
less than the recognized minimum rate 
of wages in the locality when 
the work was done would hold good." 
Now while this recommendation was ap- 
proved by the convention, it nevertheless 
was bitterly opposed and persistently mis- 
construed to such an extent that I was in- 
clined not to press tne matter for the time 
being. I have, however, interviewed many 
influential Congressmen, and in every case 
they have asrreed that it was a wise and 
just provision and one that would commend 
itself to Congress and the people at large. 
And I may add that the State of New York 
now has such a law and work done by the 
State must comply with its provisons. 

I am therefore of the opinion that this 
should not be lost sight of, and every means 
possible used to bring about an enactment of 
such a measure for the same reasons as 
quoted in my report to the Denver Con- 
vention. 

WAGE REPORT. 

I have compiled a list of the wages paid 
to our associated crafts in the various cities, 
which will follow this report. The infor- 



mation was obtained from the various coun- 
cils direct, and I feel it is as reliable, as 
possible to secure, and if any council fails 
to find their cities among those listed it is 
because I was not furnished with the in- 
formation after asking for same. This is 
work that should be done yearly so that 
we may always be able to know of the 
progress made by our organization. This 
I believe is the first time a wage list of this 
character has ever been compiled by a labor 
organization, and while not as complete as 
might be desired, it will be the means I 
am sure of more detailed work of a like 
nature in the future. 

TRADE CONDITIONS. 

I am pleased to report considerable im- 
provement in the building industry and 
nearly all organizations show an increased 
membership as the result. The Building 
Trades (aside from the iron industry) felt 
the recent panic more than any other class 
of workmen. In some localities building was 
practically suspended, thus demoralizing or- 
ganized conditions completely. With the 
resumption of work, however, this state of 
affairs is changing and our members are 
actively engaged in regaining what they 
have lost. I feel that with a reasonably 
good winter the year of 1910 will be a 
banner year for the Building Trades. 

AFFILIATION. 

Our laws provide that all Local Unions 
must align themselves with the Building 
Trades Council in their cities, and we are 
frequently asked to eniorce this provision. 
With the possible exceptions of two or 
three Internationals, every organization 
affiliated with the department have been 
called upon to urge some of their locals to 
join the Building Trades Council. In some 
instances they are successful, but in nearly 
every case their representations fail to bear 
fruit and the locals in question continue to 
ignore all requests to associate themselves 
with the other Building Trades and as the 
only means the department has of maintain- 
ing discipline is through the general officers 
of its affiliated Internationals we are with- 
out the means of effectually enforcing .our 
laws. ^ ^^ 

Now the general officers present should 
take cognizance of its condition. If they 
are in a position to enforce this provision, 
let it be known ; if it cannot be complied 
with, it should be so stated and relieve 
tho officers of this department of the im- 
plication that they are unable or unwilling 
to enforce the constitution ; and I sincerely 
trust all will bear in mind that it is quite 
easy for the delegates assembled here to 
make laws but the enforcement of them is 
quite another proposition, and when you are 
let?islatine: for the other fellow you are 
making conditions that you will be required 
to comply with yourself. 

WORKING CARDS. 

Following the instructions of the Denver 
Convention, arrangements have been made 
to furnish our local councils with working 
cards, also cuts of the card where it was 
the desire to print them in the locality 
where they were used. 50,000 cards were 
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sent out the first quarter; 75,000 the se- 
cond, and 125,000 for the present quarter, 
thus showing very material progress in 
establishing a universal card, and added to 
the above figures several large cities use a 
cut furnished by the office and we have 
no report on the number of cards used in 
these instances. From the experience of 
the past year, I am of the opinion that the 
best results would accrue to the department 
bv abolishing the cut and furnishing all the 
cards from the general ofllce. My reasons 
are that by so doing we are able to know 
exactly what progress the various local 
councils are malting, thereby keeping in 
touch with the membership continually. 
As our present laws are, if a local council 
is prosperous and no cisputes arise we 
seldom hear from them at all and unless 
we write them direct have no means of 
keeping a line on their work. The cards 
are furnished to our councils express pre- 
paid at the prices quoted in our directory 
and the charges are just sufficient to cover 
the printing and shipping, so that the 
general office receives no financial benefits 
from the sale. Considering tne workman- 
ship and quality of the card the prices are 
as reasonable as the work could be done 
in any city in the country, and inasmuch 
as no revenue is paid to the department by 
the local councils, I feel it would not be 
asking too much to require them to secure 
all their cards from the general office. 

I WOULD RECOMMEND : 

First. — That our laws provide all juris- 
dictional disputes in local Building Trades 
Councils be referred at once to the Presi- 
dent of this department, and pending his 
decision no one shall be disturbed in the 
performance of the work in question and 
all parties must comply with decison ren- 
dered until reversed by the Executive Coun- 
cil or the convention. 

My reasons for the above Is to remove 
as much as possible all disputes from the 
local councils and settle them along the 
lines of the constitution and the trade 
jurisdiction as allowed the various Inter- 
nationals. 

Second. — I strongly urge that this con- 
vention state plainly just what crafts are 
eligible to affiliate locally. In my opinion, 
all Building Trades are now in the depart- 
ment with the exception of the bricklayers, 
who are not affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor and the best interst 
of this department and Its associated In- 
ternationals can be conserved by confining 
the local membership to strictly affiliated 
Building Trades. I have nothing to say 
for or airainst allowing bricklayers In the 
local Building Trades Council, but they are 
the only non-affiliated craft that I would 
allow seated locally. 

CONCLUSION. 

In conclusion, I cannot close my report 
without thanking President Gompers, Se- 
cretary Morrison and the General Officers 
of the affiliated Internationals for their 
uniform support, their words of encourage- 
ment and their ever readiness to render im- 
mediate assistance whenever called upon. 
I feel that whatever success the depart- 
ment attains is due to the co-operation of 



Its component parts, for without united 
action, very litie could be accomplished 
and that little would neither be prominent 
or permanent. 

And to the Secretary-Treasurer and Vice- 
Presidents I can only say that working with 
and supported by such men my work could 
not be otherwise than pleasant, and to feel 
that my efforts have been recognized and 
my mistakes pointed out in a friendly way 
lends encouragement and confidence in deal- 
ing with the complexing condition I have 
been called upon to handle, and while we 
have differed radically in our opinions and 
many times hasty words have been spoken, 
'nevertheless the minority have always ac- 
quiesced to the will of the majority, and 
at this time I desire to express to them 
individually and collectively my sincerest 
thanks for the hearty co-operation always so 
readily given. 

Every delegate will, I believe, realize the 
trying position of the Executive officer of 
an organization composed of twenty Inter- 
national Unions, and many of them not on 
the best of terms with each other. I have, 
however, at all times endeavored to deal with 
every subject In acordance with the laws 
of the department, regardless of the dis- 
putants, and In the absence of laws covering 
the subject used my best Judgment. While 
some may think I have erred, I feel that 
I can at this time sustain any of my past 
acts. And in closing I sincerely trust that 
every delegate will benefit and profit by his 
visit to this beautiful city, and his work 
will be beneficial both to his organization 
and the Building Trades Department. 

Thanking you one and all, I remain, 
Respectfully and fraternally, 

JAMES KIRBY, 
President. 

Building Trades Department, American 
Federation of Labor. 



President Kirby — "I wish to say that 
since this report was written the Otis 
Elevator Company, the Machinists and 
the Elevator constructors have signed an 
agreement in Chicago whereby they agreed 
to select an arbitrator to decide who was 
eligible to construct the elevators. Judge 
Grosscup was selected as the arbitrator, 
and we have received notice that all the 
work in question has been given to the 
Elevator Constructors." 

The report of President Kirby was re- 
ferred to the Committee on President's Re- 
port. 

Secretary Spencer read the following re- 
port : 
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REPORT OF THE GENERAL SECRE- 
TARY-TREASURER OF THE FINAN- 
CIAL AFFAIRS OF THE BUILD- 
ING TRADES DEPARTMENT 
AMERICAN FEDERATION 
OF XaABOR. 



Receipts and Disbursements from October 1, 
1908, to August 31, 1909. 



Receipts of Affiliated International Unions. 



National Association, Heat, Frost, General 
Insulators and Asbestos Workers. 

1908. 

April 1 — Charter Fee $ 

December 31 — Per Capita Tax. . . 

1909. 
January 31 — Per Capita Tax .... 

February 28 — Per Capita Tax 

March 31 — Per Capita Tax 

April 30 — Per Capita Tax 



100.00 
18.11 

2.00 
2.00 
2.00 
2.00 



$ 126.11 



International Association Bridge 
Structural Iron Workers. 

1908. 
October 31 — Per Capita Tax . . 
November 30 — Per Capita Tax 
December 31 — Per Capita Tax 

1909. 
January 31 — Per Capita Tax.. 
February 10 — Assessment .... 
February 28 — Per Capita Tax 
March 31 — Per Capita Tax.. 
April 30— Per Capita Tax.. 

May 31 — Per Capita Tax 

June 30 — Per Capita Tax 



and 



25.00 
25.00 
25.00 

25.00 
100.00 
25.00 
25.00 
25.00 
25.00 
25.00 



Amalgamated Society Carpenters and Join- 



21.37 
20.25 
19.75 
30.00 

18.72 
5.00 
67.50 
17.38 
17.77 
17.12 
17.12 
17.13 



1908. 
October 31 — Per Capita Tax . . 
November 30 — Per Capita Tax 
December 31 — Per Capita Tax 
December 29 — Supplies 

1909. 
January 31 — Per Capita Tax 

March 6 — Supplies 

March 6 — Assessment 

Februarv 31 — Per Capita Tax 
March 31 — Per Capita Tax.. 
April 30 — Per Capita Tax.. 

May 30 — Per Capita Tax 

June 13 — Per Capita Tax . . 



$ 269.11 

United Brotherhood Carpenters and Join- 
ers of America. 

1908. 

September 30— Per Capita Tax . . $ 420.00 
October 31. — I»er Capita Tax, 

Account 400.00 

October 31 — Per Capita Tax, 

Balance 5.00 

November 30 — Per Capita Tax.. 400.00 

December 31 — Per Capita Tax.. 400.00 

1909. 

January 9 — Assessment 1,600.00 

January 31 — Per Capita Tax... 398.75 

February 28 — Per Capita Tax.. 392.50 

March 31 — Per Capita Tax 395.25 



April 31— Per Capita Tax 399.50 

May 31 — Per Capita Tax 409.50 

June .30 — Per Capita Tax 422.25 

$5,642.75 
American Brotherhood Cement Workers. 

1908. 

September 30 — Per Capita Tax..$ 22.50 

October 31 — Per Capita Tax 22.50 

November 30 — Per Capita Tax. . 22.50 

December 31 — Per Capita Tax.. 22.50 

1900. 

•January 31 — Per Capita Tax. . . 22.50 

February 28 — Per Capita Tax.. 22.50 

January 13 — Supplies 12.75 

March 31 — Per Capita Tax 22.50 

April 30— Per Capita Tax 22.50 

April 12 — Assessment 90.00 

May .•'>1— Per Capita Tax 22.50 

June 30 — Per Capita Tax 22.50 

July 31 — Per Capita Tax 22.50 

August 31 — Per Capita Tax 22.50 

September 30 — Per Capita Tax.. 22.50 

$ 395.25 
International Brotherhood Electrical 
Workers. 
1908. 

September 30— Per Capita Tax.. 81.25 

October 31 — Per Capita Tax . . 42.50 

November 30 — Per Capita Tax.. 42.50 

December 31 — Per Capita Tax. . . 42.50 
1909. 

January 31 — Per Capita Tax 30.00 

February 28— Per Capita Tax . ; 30.00 

March 30 — Per Capita Tax 30.00 

April .30 — Per Capita Tax 30.00 

May 31 — Per Capita Tax 30.00 

$ 358.75 
International Union Elevator Con- 
structors. 

1908. 

October 31 — Per Capita Tax $ 5.52 

November 30 — Per Capita Tax.. 5.11 

December 26 — Supplies 4.50 

1909. 

December 31 — Per Capita Tax . . . 5.08 

.January 31 — Per Capita Tax 5.05 

February 28 — Per Capita Tax... 4.95 

March 31 — Per Capita Tax 4.78 

April .3 — Assessment 19.12 

April 31 — Per Capita Tax 4.85 

May 31— Per Capita Tax 4.91 

.June .30 — Per Capita Tax 4.99 

July 31 — Per Capita Tax 5.04 

$ 73.90 
International Union Steam Engineers. 
1908. 

September 30 — Per Capita Tax.. 41.00 

October 31— Per Capita Tax 40.75 

November 30 — Per Capita Tax.. 40.75 

December 31 — Per Capita Tax.. 40.00 
1000. 

January 31 — Per Capita Tax 40.00 

February 28 — Per Capita Tax.. 40.00 

March 31— Per Capita Tax 40.00 

April .30— Per Capita Tax 40.00 

May 31 — Per Capita Tax 40.00 

June 26 — Assessment 163.00 

June 30 — Per Capita Tax 40.00 

July 31~Per Capita Tax 40.00 
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International Association Granite 
of America. 

1908. 
October 31 — Per Capita Tax. 
November 30 — Per Capita Tax. 
December 31 — Per Capita Tax. 

1909. 
January Sl—Per Capita Tax. 
February 28 — Per Capita Tax. 
March 31— Per Capita Tax. 

May 17 — Assessment 

April 31— Per Capita Tax. 
May 31— Per Capita Tax. 
June 30 — Per Capita Tax. 



> 



Cutters 



32.50 
32.50 
32.50 

32.50 
32.50 
32.50 
130.00 
32.50 
32.50 
32.50 



International Union Hod Carriers 
Building Laborers. 

1908. 
October 31— Per Capita Tax . 
November 30 — Per Capita Tax. 
December 31 — Per Capita Tax. 

1909. 
June 19 — Assessment .... 
January 31— Per Capita Tax 
February 28 — Per Capita Tax 
March 31 — Per Capita Tax. 
April 30— Per Capita Tax. 
May 31 — Per Capita Tax. 
June 30 — Per Capita Tax. 
July 31 — Per Capita Tax. 



422.50 
and 



25.00 
25.00 
25.00 

25.00 
17.50 
17.50 
17.50 
17.50 
25.73 
16.94 
23.04 



I 235.71 
International Union Wood, Wire and Metal 
Lathers. 

1908. 
December 31 — Per Capita Tax . . 

1909. 

January 31 — Per Capita Tax 

February 28 — Per Capita Tax.. 

January 7 — Supplies 

February 10 — Assessment 

March 31 — Per Capita Tax 

March 29 — Supplies 

April 30— Per Capita Tax 

April 19. — Supplies 

May 31 — Per Capita Tax 

June 30 — Per Capita Tax 

July 31— Per Capita Tax 

August 31 — Per Capita Tax 



15.00 

15.00 
15.00 

1.00 

60.00 

15.00 

.75 

15.00 

2.00 
15.00 
15.00 
15.00 
15.00 



$ 198.75 
International Association Marble Workers. 

1908. 

September 30— Per Capita Tax.. 5.63 

October 31 — Per Capita Tax 5.65 

November 30 — Per Capita Tax.. 5.66 

December 31 — Per Capita Tax.. 5.66 

1909. 

January 31 — Per Capita Tax... 5.66 

January 16 — Assessment 23.00 

February 28 — Per Capita Tax . . 5.75 

March 31 — Per Capita Tax 5.75 

April 30— Per Capita Tax 6.00 

May 30— Per Capita Tax 6.00 

June 30 — Per Capita Tax 6.00 

July 31— Per Capita Tax 6.50 

August 31 — Per Capita Tax 6.50 



$93.76 



Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers' Inter- 
national Alliance. 

1908. 

September 30 — Per Capita Tax..$ 40.00 

October 31— Per Capita Tax 40.00 

November 30— Per Capita Tax . . 40.00 

December 31 — Per Capita Tax . . 40.00 

1909. 

January 31 — Per Capita Tax... 40.00 

February 28 — ^Per Capita Tax.. 40.00 

February 6 — Assessment 160.00 

March 31— Per Capita Tax 40.00 

April 30— Per Capita Tax 40.00 

May 30— Per Capita Tax 40.00 

I 520.00 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paperhangers. 

1908. 

September 30 — Per Capita | 145.56 

October 31 — Per Capita Tax... 165.07 

November 30— Per Capita Tax.. 163.26 

December 31 — Per Capita Tax. . 146.47 

1909. 

January 31 — Per Capita Tax. . . 140.88 

February 27 — Assessment 663.52 

February 28 — Per Capita Tax.. 140.71 

March 31.. Per Capita Tax 148.53 

April 31— Per Capita Tax 146.69 

May 31— Per Capita Tax 145.18 

June 30 — Per Capita Tax 158.26 

July 31— Per Capita Tax 150.64 

I 2,214.77 

United Associated Journeymen Plumbers, 
Gas and iSteam Fitters and Steam 

Fitters' Helpers. 

1908 

September 30 — Per Capita Tax. 45.00 

October 31 — Per Capita Tax .... 45.00 

November 30 — Per Capita Tax.. 45.00 

December 31 — Per Capita Tax.. 45.00 

December 21 — Supplies 3.00 

1909. 

January 21 — Per Capita Tax 43.75 

February 23 — Conference Pro- 
ceedings 30.75 

March 1 — Supplies 2.00 

February 28 — Per Capita Tax . . 43.75 

March 31 — Per Capita Tax 43.75 

March 12 — Assessment 175.00 

April 30 — Per Capita Tax 47.50 

May 30 — Per Capita Tax 47.50 

June 30 — Per Capita Tax 47.50 

I 664.50 

International Brotherhood Composition 
Roofers. 

1008. 

April 1— Charter Fee | 100.00 

April 30— Per Capita Tax 2.50 

May 31 — Per Capita Tax 2.50 

June 30 — Per Capita Tax 2.50 

July 31— Per Capita Tax 2.50 

Aujfust 31 — Per Capita Tax 2.50 

September 30 — Per Capita Tax.. 2.50 

October 31 — Per Capita Tax 2.50 

November 30 — Per Capita Tax. . 2.50 

December 31 — Per Capita Tax.. 2.50 

1909. 

January 31 — Per Capita Tax 2.50 

January 22 — Supplies 7.50 

January 22 — Assessment 10.00 
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February 28 — Per Capita Tax. . 2.50 

March 31 — Per Capita Tax 2.50 

April 30— Per Capita Tax 2.75 

May 31 — Per Capita Tax 2.75 

June 30 — Per Capita Tax 2.75 



$ 155.75 

International Association of Steam and Hot 

Water Fitters and Helpers of America. 

1908. 

September 30 — Per Capita Tax .. | 14.00 

October 31 — Per Capita Tax .... 14.00 

November 30 — Per Capita Tax.. 14.00 

December 31 — Per Capita Tax. . 14.00 

1909. 

January 31 — Per Capita Tax 14.00 

February 11 — Conference Pro- 
ceedings 30.75 

February 28— Per Capita Tax. . 14.00 

March 31 — Per Capita Tax 14.00 

April 6 — Assessment 56.00 

April 30. — Per Capita Tax 14.00 

May 30 — Per Capita Tax 14.00 

June 30 — Per Capita Tax 14.00 

July 31— Per Capita Tax 14.00 

August 31 — Per Capita Tax 14.00 



$ 254.75 
Journeymen Stone Cutters' International 
Association of North America. 

1908. 

September 30 — Per Capita $ 22.76 

October 31. — Per Capita Tax... 23.22 

November 30 — Per Capita Tax.. 24.28 

December 31 — Per Capita Tax . . 20.90 

1909. 

January 31 — Per Capita Tax... 18.79 

February 28 — Per Capita Tax.. 19.22 

March 31 — Assessment 76.90 

March 31— Per Capita Tax 19.83 

April 30 — Per Capita Tax 20.10 

May 31— Per Capita Tax 21.15 

June 30 — Per Capita Tax 22.30 

July 31 — Per Capita Tax 23.35 

August 31 — Per Capita Tax 26.05 



I 338.85 
International Union Ceramic, Mosaic and 
Encaustic Tile Layers and Helpers. 

1908. 

October 31. — Per Capita Tax 4.25 

November .30 — Per Capita Tax.. 4.25 

December 31 — Per Capita Tax. . . 4.25 

1909. 

January 31 — Per Capita Tax 4.25 

February 28 — Per Capita Tax.. 4.25 

April 3 — Assessment 17.00 

March 31 — Per Capita Tax 4.40 

April 30 — Per Capita Tax 4.40 

May 31— Per Capita Tax 4.40 

June 30 — Per Capita Tax 4.40 

July 31— Per Capita Tax 4.40 

August 31 — Per Capita Tax 4.40 



$ 64.65 

International Association Operative 
Plasterers. 
1908. 

December 15 — Charter Fee $ 100.00 

December 31 — Per Capita Tax . . 36.25 
1909. 

January 31 — Per Capita fax 36.17 

February 28 — Per Capita Tax.. 36.13 



March 31 — Per Capita Tax ' 35.70 

April 7 — Assessment 144.25 

April 30 — Per Capita Tax 35.62 

May 31 — Per Capita Tax 35.63 

June 30 — Per Capita Tax 35.64 

July 31 — Per Capita Tax 35.64 

_ , 1 531.03 

Total $13,491.39 



RECEIPTS FROM LOCAL COUNCILS. 

Kalispell, Montana $ 2.40 

Trenton, N. J ' 4.35 

Aurora, 111 2 85 

Hudson Co., N. J 8.65 

Baltimore, Md 22.00 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 18*25 

Springfield, Mass 9 80 

Ely, Nevada 5150 

Providence, R. 1 21 26 

Kansas City, Mo 21 65 

Indianapolis, Ind 16 50 

Cincinnati, Ohio 25*75 

Worcester, Mass 6*75 

Oshkosh, Wis 4' 90 

Philadelphia, Pa 10*55 

South Bend, Ind t'ko 

Alton, 111 3:55 

Waterloo, Iowa 4.25 

Omaha, Nebraska 2 50 

Birmingham, Ala 2.90 

Denver, Colorado 31.75 

McAlester, Oklahoma 3.50 

New Rochelle, N. Y ,.. i«.tfo 

Scranton, Pa 13 60 

Spokane, Washington 10.60 

Holyoke, Mass 11.60 

Minneapolis, Minn 19 25 

Ottawa, 111 75 

Orange N. J .qq 

Boston, Mass 106!oO 

Detroit, Mich 2 10 

Elmira, N. Y i.^o 

New Orleans, La 2.76 

Grand Rapids, Mich 4.8O 

Vancouver, B. C 21.00 

Mt. Vernon, N. Y 4.00 

Washington, D. C 15 30 

BuflTalo, N. Y 27.50 

Dayton, Ohio 3.*00 

Plalnfield, N. J 575 

Elizabeth, N. J 10 65 

Belleville, 111 2160 

Montclair, N. J 11.10 

Atlanta, Ga 14!76 

Reno, Nevada 16.00 

Little Rock, Ark 5.60 

Colorado Springs, Colorado 10.50 

Pittsburg, Pa 36.96 

Rock Island, 111 6.96 

Portland, Oregon 26.60 

Passaic, N. J 1.50 

Patterson, N. J 7.15 

Toronto, Ont l.OO 

Stamford, Conn 14.30 

BInghamton, N. Y 3.75 

State Building Trades Council of 

California 146.80 

Hamilton, Ont 4.60 

Milwaukee, Wis 1.25 

Port Jervis, N. Y 2.60 

Salt Lake City, Utah 31.75 

Port Chester, N. Y 1.66 

Savannah, Ga 10.00 
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Syracuse, N. Y 14.85 

Hamilton, Ohio 22.15 

New .Jersey State, B. T. C 106.45 

Galveston, Texas 17.75 

Newark. N. J 11.25 

East St. Louis, 111 17.60 

Evansville. Ind 2.3.45 

SeattiP. Washington 15.00 

San Antonio, Texas 25.75 

Dallas, Texas 11.25 

Bellinffham, Washinerton 10.00 

New York City, N. Y 22.50 

Greenwich, Conn 19.75 

Ft. Worth, Texas 14.75 

Easton, Pa 14.20 

Pall River, Mass. . 16.00 

Rochester. N. Y 45.88 

Yonkers, N. Y 19.10 

Manitowac, Wis 12.75 

Lynn, Mass 18.00 

Springfiold, 111 16.20 

York. Pa 10.00 

St. Louis, Mo 23.55 

Aberdeen, Washington 13.00 

Tacoma, Washington 10.00 

DesMoincs, Iowa 26.05 

Morristown, N. J 12.00 

Winnipes:, Manitoba 25.00 

North Shore. B. T. C 10.00 

Oklahoma City, Okla 12.25 

Pawtucket, R. 1 14.00 

Albany, N. Y 15.55 

Ft. Smith, Ark 10.00 

St. Paul, Minn 15.50 

Rockford, 111 19.90 

Bay City. Mich 10.00 

Norfolk, Va.' 10.00 

Quincy, 111 15.50 

Cohoes. N. Y 13.00 

Attleboro. Mass 14.00 

Toledo. Ohio 10.00 

Columbus, Ohio 10.00 

Madison, Wis 10.00 

Pueblo, Colorado 10,00 

Perth Amboy. N. J 10.00 

Somerville. N. J 10.00 

Regina, Sask 10.00 

Montreal, Quebec 10.00 

Chicago, 111 10.00 

Total $1,716.38 



ASSESSMENTS PAID BY THE INTER- 
NATIONAL UNIONS. 

Feb. 10 — Bridge and Structural 

Iron Workers $ 100.00 

March/ 6 — Amal. Society of Car- 
penters and .Joiners 67.50 

January 9 — U. B. Carpenters and 

Joiners 1,600.00 

April 12 — American Brotherhood 

Cement Workers 90.00 

April 3 — Int. Union Elevator Con- 
structors 19.12 

June 26 — International Union 

Steam Engineers 163.00 

May 17 — Int. Association Granite 

Cutters 130.00 

January 19 — I. U. Hod Carriers 

and Building Laborers, acc't.. 25.00 

February 10 — I. U. Wood, Wire 

and Metal Lathers 60.00 

January 31 — Int. Association, 
Marble Workers 23.00 



February 6 — Int. Alliance Sheet 

Metal Workers 160.00 

February 27 — Brotherhood Paint- 
ers, Decorators and Paperhang- 
ers 563.52 

March 12 — U. A. Plumbers, Steam 

and Gas Fitters 175.00 

January 22 — Int. Brotherhood 

Composition Roofers 10.00 

April 6—1. A. Steam and Hot 

Water Fitters 56.00 

March 31 — Journeymen Ass'n. 

Stone Cutters 76.90 

April .30—1. U. C. M. and E. Tile 

Layers 17.00 

April 7 — I. A. Operative Plaster- 
ers 144.25 



Total amount of assessment. . . .$3,480.29 



UNPAID ASSESSMENTS. 

Int. Brotherhood, Electrical Work- 
ers $ 170.00 

I. IT. Hod Carriers and Building 

Laborers, balance 75.00 

National Association Asbestos 

Workers 8.00 

Total amount of unpaid assess- 
ment $ 253.00 



CONTRIBUTIONS TO DENVER APPEAL. 

1908. 

Dec. 29 — Hamilton, Ont $ 5.00 

Dec. 29 — Amalgamated Carpenters 25.00 

Dec. 29 — Colorado Springs, Colo. . 10.00 

Dec. 29— Plainfleld, N. J 2.00 

Dec. 29 — Grand Rapids, Mich. . . 5.00 

Dec. 20 — Spokane, Washington . . . 10.00 

1909. 

Jan. 4 — Montclair, N. J 5.00 

Jan. 7 — Springfield, Mass 10.00 

Jan. 8 — Newark, N. J 10.00 

Jan. 13 — South Bend, Ind 5.00 

.Jan. 18 — Cincinnati, Ohio 10.00 

.Jan. 22— Salt Lake City, Utah.. 5.00 
Jan. 25 — Lithonia, Ga. (Gran. 

Cut.) 2.00 

Jan. 27 — Wausau, Wis., (Gran. 

Cut.) 2.00 

Dec. 27— Granite, Md., (Gran. 

Cut.) 5.00 

Jan. 27 — San Antonio, Texas 2.00 

.January 12 — Paterson, N. J. 10.00 

Feb. 1 — Peabody, Mass., (G. C.).. 1.00 

Feb. 1 — Clyde, Mass 1.00 

Feb. 1 — Melrose, Mass 2.00 

Feb. 1— Cincinnati, Ohio 2.00 

Feb. 1 — Cedar Rapids, la 27.00 

Feb. 1 — Winston Salem, N. C, 

(G. C.) 5.00 

March 6 — Twin City, Minn., 

(G. C.) 5.00 

March 6 — Twin City, Minn., 

(G. C.) 5.00 

March 6 — United Ass'n. P. G. and 

S. F 280.00 

April 12 — Amer. Bro. Cement 

Worker 10.00 

Total contributions, Denver ap- 
peal $ 461.00 
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MISCELLANEOUS MONIES. 

1908. 

Oct. 24 — Int. Ass'n. Upholsterers $ 100.00 

Nov. 20— Int. Boiler Makers 100.00 

Nov. 24— St. Louis, Mo 10.00 

1909. 

Jan. 18 — St. Louis, Mo .10 

Jan. 22— U. S. Express Co., (re- 
fund) 10.00 

Jan. 28— East St. Louis, 111 10.00 

Jan. 29 — Metal Trades Dept 2.00 

Feb. 4 — Toledo, Ohio (supplies) . . .60 

Feb. 10 — Hartford, Conn 10.00 

March 10 — Des Moines, Iowa .... .75 

April 21 — Beverly, Mass 10.00 

May 17 — Terre Haute, Ind. Char- 
ter Fee 10.00 

August 16 — Hammond, Ind 10.00 

$ 273.45 



June 1,404.91 

July 536.05 

August 1,^50.74 

Total $15,942.22 



1,332.94 
1,596.50 
1,402.07 

$14,724.53 



TOTAL RECIPTS BROUGHT FORWARD. 

International Unions $13,491.39 

Local Councils 1,716.38 

Contributions to Denver Appeal 461.00 
Miscellaneous 273.45 



Grand total receipts of eleven 

months ending Aug. 31, '09 $15,942.22 



ITEMIZED STATEMENT OF GENERAL 

EXPENDITURES. 
Office rent and office expense.... $ 784.70 

Seals 140.10 

Stationery <and office supplies. . 271.44 

Expressage 179.45 

Printing 1,561.27 

Organizing Expenses 2,818.15 

Executive Council meetings 1,155.45 

Postage 388.21 

Telephone 66.65 

Telegraph 206.14 

Office furniture and repairs 193.55 

Taxes 3.00 

Premium on bond 20.00 

Refunds 270.00 

Subscriptions . 20.00 

Engrossing Charters . 25.75 

Denver Appeal 461.00 

Stenographers' salaries 1,526.25 

James Kirby (salary) 2,200.00 

Wm. J. Spencer (salary) 1,833.33 

Convention expenses 580.31 

Miscellaneous 19.78 

Grand total of expenditures of 
eleven months ending August 
31, 1909 $14,724.53 



STATEMENT OF MONTHLY RECEIPTS 
AND EXPENDITURES. 

1908 Receipts Expenditures 

October $ 1,050.00 $ 691.47 

November 840.96 718.81 

December 994.52 1,609.62 

1909 

January 2,949.53 1,572.81 

February 1,987.46 1,300.93 

March 2,075.67 2,195.27 

April 1,512.23 1,295.79 

May 1,131.15 1,008.32 



RECAPITULATION. 

Balance on hand Oct. 1, 1908 $1,060.99 

Receipts from Inter- 
national Unions ..$13,491.39 

Receipts from Local 

Councils 1,716.38 

Contributions to 

Denver Appeal . . 461.00 

Miscellaneous 273,45 15,942.22 

Total $17,003.21 

Total Disbursements 14,724.53 

Balance on hand, Sept. 1, 1909. . .$ 2,278.68 



ORGANIZATIONS CHARTERED. 

Since the adjournment of the Denver 
Convention, there have been chartered by 
the Department : 

1 International Union ; 1 State Council ; 
50 Local Councils, as follows : 
National Association, Heat, Frost, 

General Insulations and Asbestos 

Workers 

New Jersey State B. T. C 

Savannah, Ga 

Hamilton, Ohio 

Galveston, Texas 

Newark, N. J 

E. St. Louis, 111 

Evansville, Ind. 

Seattle, Washington 

San Antonio, Texas 

Dallas, Texas 

Bellingham, Washington 

New York City 

Greenwich, Conn 

Fort Worth, Texas 

Easton, Pa 

F'all River, Mass 

Rochester, N. Y 

Yonkers, N. Y 

Manitowac, Wisconsin 

Lynn, Mass 

Springfield, 111 

York, Pa 

St. Louis, Mo 

Aberdeen, Wash 

Tacoma, Washington 

Des Moines, Iowa 

Morristown, N. J 

Winnipeg, Man., Canada 

North Shore, Mass 

Oklahoma, Okla 

Pawtucket, R. I 

Albany, N. Y . 

Ft. Smith, Ark 

St. Paul, Minn 

Rockford, 111 

Bay City, Mich 

Norfolk, Va 

Quincy, III 

Cohoes, N. Y 

Attleboro, Mass 

Toledo, Ohio 

Columbus, Ohio 

Madison, Wis 
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Pueblo, Colorado 

Perth Amboy, N. J. . . 

Somerville, N. J 

Regina, Sask 

Montreal, Quebec 

Chicago, Illinois 

Lake County, Indiana 
Syracuse, N. Y 



Tile Layers* and Helpers* Un- 
ion, International Ceramic, 
Mosaic and Encaustic 1,732 



Total number of charters issued since 
last Convention 52 

Against this the following charters 
were revoked : 

Washington, D. C. Newark, N. J., 
Syracuse, N. Y., Toledo, Ohio, Cleve- 
land, Ohio ••• ^5 

Leaving a total gain for the year of . . 47 



TITLE OP ORGANIZATIONS. 






Asbestos Workers of America, 
National Association of Heat, 
Frost, General Insulators and 800 

Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers, International Asso- 
ciation of 10,000 

Caroenters and Joiners, Amalga- 
mated Society 7,407 

Carpenters and Joiners of Ameri- 
ca, United Brotherhood of. ...162,554 

Cement Workers, American 

Brotherhood of 9,000 

Electrical Workers of America, 

International Brotherhood of 15,227 

Elevator Constructors, Inter- 
national Union of 2,009 

Engineers, International Union 

of Steam 16,090 

Granite Cutters, International 

Association of America, The 13,000 

Hod Carriers and Building La- 
borers' Union, International.. 8,429 

Lathers, Intpmatlonal Union of 

Wood, Wire and Metal 6,000 

Marble Workers, International 

Association of 2,358 

Metal Workers, International 

Alliance, Amalgamated Sheet 16,000 

Painters, Decorators and Paper- 
hangers, Brotherhood of 60,011 

Plasterers' Operative Interna- 
tional Ass'n 14,339 

Plumbers, Gas Fitters, Steam 
Fitters and Steam Fitter's 
Helpers, United Association 
of 18,291 

Roofers, Composition, Damp and 
Waterproof Workers, Inter- 
national Brotherhood of 1,020 

Steam and Hot Water Fitters 
and Helpers of America, In- 
ternational Association of . . . 5,600 

Stonecutters' Association, Jour- 
neymen 8,731 



378,598 56 

Respectfully submitted, 
WM. J. SPENCER, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 



The report read by Secretary Spencer 
was referred to the Committee on Secre- 
tary's Report. 

Secretary Spencer read the following re- 
port of the Executive Council : 

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, 

BUILDING TRADES DEPARTMENT, 

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF 

LABOR. 

Tampa, Fla., October 11, 1909. 
To the Officers and Delegates of the Second 
Annual Convention, Building Trades De- 
partment, American Federation' of Labor. 
Greeting : 

Your Eixecutlve Council respectfully sub- 
mits for your consideration the following 
report covering the more important matters 
with which it was called upon to deal dur- 
ing the year Just closed. 

Four meetings have been held in all, one 
each in the cities of Denver, Colorado ; Pitts- 
burg, Pa. ; Washington, D. C. : and Tampa. 
Fla., but In order to avoid iteration and 
reiteration, the matters disposed of are 
herewith reported in consecutive and final 
order : 

Following the adjournment of the First 
Annual Convention, the Executive Council 
held a session in the city of Denver. Presi- 
dent Geo. A. Hally, of the Denver Building 
Trades Council appeared and solicited fin- 
ancial assistance in defense of the Building 
Trades Council, which organization was in- 
volved in much litigation, the cost of which 
threatened the welfare of the organization. 
It appeared that several attempts had been 
made to secure financial assistance from the 
affiliated Internationals, and that the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the American Federation 
of Labor had been appealed to, but none of 
these sources had been productive of the 
desired results. He requested that a call 
for voluntary assistance be sent out by the 
Building Trades Department to the affiliated 
International Unions as soon as possible. 
On motion the Secretary stood instructed 
to comply with the request as expressed by 
President Hally, that all Internationals and 
Local Councils be urged to contribute as 
liberally as possible, the donations to be 
made through the general office of the Build- 
ing Trades Department. 

As a result of the appeal, some $461.00 
was raised by the Department through 
its affiliated Intrnationals, and Local Coun- 
cils, and duly forwarded to the Building 
Trades Council In Denver. It is to be re- 
gretted, however, that no statement has 
been made to the DeiJartment as to whether 
the assistance rendered has been effective 
in relieving the Denver Building Tradei 
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Council of the threatened embarrassment 

AMERICAN BROTHERHOOD OP CEMENT WORK- 
ERS VS. OPERATIVE PLASTERERS INTER- 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION. 

A series of conferences were held by re- 
presentatives of the above named organiza- 
tions in an attempt to effect a settlement 
of disputed jurisdictional points without 
avail. President Kirby invited the con- 
ferees to hold a final meeting in the office 
of the Building Trades Department January 
18, 1909, in order to once more endeavor 
to effect a settlement, which was agreed to 
by the parties in interest. It is gratify- 
ing to be able to report that an agreement 
resulted which follows : 

"Agreement entered Into between the 
representatives of the Operative Plaster- 
ers International Association, and the 
American Brotherhood of Cement Work- 
ers, at the -headquarters of the Build- 
ing Trades Department on January 16, 
1909. 

"The Operative Plasterers Interna- 
tional Association claims for its mem- 
bers all exterior and interior plastering, 
whether of stucco, cement or any pat- 
ent material, when done in and by the 
usual methods of plastering. 

"We contend the covering of all walls, 
celling, soffitts, piers, columns, or any 
other part of a construction of any sort, 
when any part of said construction is 
covered with any plastic material in 
the usual methods of plastering, U 
the work of the plasterers. 

"The above claim is recognized by 
the representatives of Cement Workers 
as not to apply to the construction of 
any concrete work in building erection 
or the forming or casting of asphalt 
or cement blocks, n«.<* does the term 
"Compo" employed In the claim of 
Jurisdiction refer in any manner to 
concrete construction." 
The above agreement was signed by re- 
presentatives of each of the organizations 
in question as well as by the President and 
Secretary of the Department. 

PROTEST OF THE GRANITE CUTTERS INTER- 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION AGAINST THE ONE 
CENT ASSESSMENT LEVIED BY THE 
DENVER CONVENTION. 

Under date of February 15th, the follow- 
ing protest was received from the Granite 
Cutters International Union : 

"Quincy, Mass., Feb. 15, 1909. 
"Mr. Wm. J. Spencer, 

"Builders* Building Trades Department 
"A. F. of L. 
"Dear Sir and Brother: 

Your corerspondence of recent date was 
received, and your letter informing ourBx- 
ectuive Council that an assesment of one 
cent per member had been levied and has 
been given careful consideration by our 
Executive Council, after which the following 
motion was passed : 

" 'That in reply to official information 
from the officers of the Building Trades 
Department, American Federation of 
Labor, calling for a special assessment 



of one cent per member, of our Associ- 
ation, our protest be entered against the 
action of the Denver Convention levy- 
ing the assessment. In that no authority 
is given In the constitution for the 
levying of asessments. In addition to 
this, unless the officers of the Depart- 
ment can show reason for the need 
for the asessraent, we do not know why 
it should be paid.' 

"Fraternally, 
"(Signed) JAMES DUNCAN, 

"Secretary-Treasurer." 

Following the receipt of the protest, it 
was Immediately forwarded to the members 
of the Executive Council, together with a 
copy of our reply which follows : 

"Washington, D. C, Feb. 18, 1909. 
"Mr. James Duncan. 

"Hancock Bldg., 

"Quincy, Mass. 
"Dear Sir and Brother : 

"I have your favor of the 15th instant, 
containing as It does a protest entered with 
this Department by instructions of your 
Executive Council, against the assessment 
levied by the recent convention of one cent 
per member. In reply, I desire to say that 
I regret the protest did not reach us in 
time to lay It before the Executive Council 
of the Building Trades Department, at its 
recent meeting in Pittsburg, but it will be 
duly forwarded to the members of the Coun- 
cil by mail and when a decision has been 
reached, you will be fully advised. 

"I may say to you, however, in closing, 
that the assessment as levied by the Con- 
vention was the result of the non-concur- 
rence by the convention in the resolution 
to increase the per capita tax, and was 
carried unanimously. 

"In compliance with the action taken, 
the affiliated unions have either paid the 
assessment or signified their intention to 
do so at an early date, your union alone 
demurring. 

"Fraternally yours, 
"(Signed) WM. J. SPENCER." 

The Secretary asked further Instructions 
as follows : 

Shall, the protest of the Granite Cutters 
be considered sufficient cause to relieve the 
organization of the payment of the assess- 
ment? 

The members of the Council unanimously 
declared in the negative. Upon the decision 
being transmitted to the Granite Cutters 
International Association, a check in pay- 
ment of the assessment in full was tendei*- 
ed imder the following protest : 

"Quincy, Mass., May 15, 1909. 
"Mr. Wm. J. Spencer, 

"Washington, D. C. 
"Dear Sir and Brother : 

"Enclosed find our check for $227.50 re- 
presenting three months per capita tax to 
the Building Trades Department from the 
Granite Cutters International Association 
of America for the months of April, May 
and June, 1909, on 13,000 members, also 
one cent assesment levied by the Denver 
Building Trades Department Convention 
last November, and which. \& ^^<i. Vs^ ^"oa. 
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Association under protest. 

"Our Executive Council holds that the 
Convention exceeded the constitutional au- 
thority laid down for the guidance of the 
Department, and that If this system of 
doing business is recognized, our Executive 
Council holds that no affiliated organization 
can consider Itself safe from the eradic 
and however unconstitutional vote, of the 
convention. 

"Our Executive Council holds that while 
it is true that conventions are greater than 
constitutions, this is only so in as far as 
making or changing constitutions are con- 
cerned, but when a constitution is made and 
is in use, the Department Convention, the 
Executive Board of the Department, Its 
officers and all affiliated bodies must comply 
and should conform thereto Implicity, and 
if the Department in Convention, or through 
its Exectulve Council, which you have in- 
formed us confirms the legality of this as- 
sessment, deviate from the constitutional 
lines laid down. Its action in doing so, is a 
flat-footed invitation to affiliated bodies to 
disregard in the way of omission as well as 
ignore in the way of commlslon, any pro- 
vision of the constitution which for the 
time being might favorably or unfavorably 
affect the interested party. 

"With this protest of our Executive Coun- 
cil, the assesment is paid, not because we 
believe there is either law or order for 
doing so, but so that as far as the mone- 
tary consideration Is concerned, our Asso- 
ciation may not be misjudged. 

"Fraternally yours, 
"(Signed) JAMES DUNCAN, 
" I. S. T." 

According the entire subject together with 
the protest is herewith referred to the con- 
vention of the Building Trades Department. 

PITTSBURG BUILDING TRADES COUNCIL. 

It will be recalled that the Denver Con- 
vention Instructed the Executive Council to 
hold a session In the city of Pittsburg, so 
that the Influence of the Department could 
be exerted towards reviving interest among 
the organizations of the Building Trades. 
Accordincrly. a meeting was field In that 
city beginning Feb. 9, 1909. 

The Pittsburg situation as viewed by the 
officers and members of the Building Trades 
Council, was laid before the Executive 
Council in its various phases, and after 
consulting the Executive officers of the 
affiliated Internationals then present in 
Pittsburg, your Council instructed the Presi- 
dent and Secretary to request the American 
Federation of Labor to appoint an Or- 
ganizer.one suitable to the Building Trades, 
and that he be assigned to the Pittsburg 
Dl«5t'-ict nnder the direction of the Building 
Trades Department. 

It was further agreed that the affiliated 
Internationals be requested to place an 
orfranizer in the Pittsburg district, and that 
they co-operate with each other in every 
particular, looking to the advancement, and 
revival in interest of the Building Trades. 
The Executive officers of the Department 
on consulting with the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor, learned 



that the Federation was powerless to ap- 
point additional organizers at the time, but 
agreed to assign an Organizer that would be 
suitable to the best Interests of the Depart- 
ment in Pittsburg at the direction of your 
officers. 

Subsequently organizer Hugh Frayne, of 
the American Federation oif Labor, was 
placed at the service of the Building Trades 
Council in Pittsburg, and it is most agree- 
able to report that within the last few 
months noticable impetus has been given 
the movement in and around Pittsburg. 
The organizations are displaying more 
activity and vigilance as to the work now 
in the course of erection, and in addition 
to this where movements have been directed 
Against contractors who previously accept- 
ed the open shop theory as a basis of 
operation, and which Indeed furnished cause 
for the passage of the resolution by the 
Denver Convention, directing the Execu- 
tive Council to meet In Pttsburg, these ef- 
forts have been unqualifiedly successfuL 

APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP. 

National Association Heat, Frost, General 
Insulators & Asbestos Works. 

An application for membership was laid 
before the Council from the above named, 
and after due consideration it was agreed 
to grant a charter to the organization in 
question, subject to the usual procedure, 
the claim of jurisdiction to be treated in 
the usual way. 

The Council further provided that the 
back per capita tax of the Building Trades 
Department would be chargeable to the ap- 
plicant and upon its payment a charter 
would be granted. The conditions imposed 
by the Executive Council have been com- 
plied with in their entirety, and the Heat, 
Frost and Abestos Workers duly chartered 
by the Department. 

BRICKLAYERS AND MASONS INTERNATIONAL 



Mr. Thomas Preece, vice-president of the 
Bricklayers and Masons International Union 
entered a protest against the action of the 
Cleveland Council In issuing a circular to 
the various Buildlne Trades Councils of the 
country identified with the Department, the 
purpose of which was deemed a desire to 
secure information in reference to organizing 
a union of Bricklayers and Masons that 
would Identify themselves with the Ameri- 
can Fed*^ratlon of Labor and the Building 
Tradrs Department. He requested the Ex- 
ecutive Council on behalf of the Intema- 
tion.al Union to discourage the plan as 
far as possible, and gave assurance that 
while there might be some antagonism shown 
by local unions towards Councils of the 
Buildin*? Trades Dppartment in certain 
localities, the International union as a body 
could not be held responsible for the of- 
fensive acts. 

It appears that the Building Trades De- 
partment has been charged in many quar- 
ter*? with a clearly defined purpose of 
covertly or«ranizlng a dual or rival organiza- 
tion to the Bricklayers and Masons In- 
to rnational Union for the purpose of forcing 
the latter organization either to join the 
Amprican Federation of Labor and the De- 
partment, or else to usurp its position as 
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a factor in the Building Industry. 

Occasion was tal^en to advise the re- 
presentatives of the Bricklayers and Masons 
that while cognizant of a desire upon the 
part of local Councils to replace existing 
unions of Bricklayers and Masons with a 
more liberal, broad-minded and co-operative 
body, one that is willing to respond to the 
activities and desires of the Building Trades 
as concentrated in the Council, that the 
manifest hostility of these local unions 
might be replaced by organizations of more 
sympathy, still the Department has not at 
any time in the past given encoura'?ement 
to any movement of antagonism directed 
against the Bricklayers and Ma- 
sons International Union, or any local there- 
of. While the Executive Council is of the 
opinion that the Bricklayers and Masons 
should take their places with the Organi- 
zed Building Tradesmen of the country, 
in a collective form of organization 
such as the Department Is intended 
to be, it cannot consent or sympathize with 
any effort to initiate a movement of duality 
and antagonism to any recognized bona 
fide International Union in the Building 
Trades. 

HOD CARRIERS AND BUILDING LABORERS VS. 

AMERICAN BROTHERHOOD OF CEMENT 

WORKERS. 

It will be recalled that the American Fed- 
nut icn of Labor referred Resolution No. 47 
to the Denver Convention, which resolution 
was later referred to the Committee on Ad 
Justment, and in order that U may in its 
entirety be open to review, both resolution 
No. 47 and the report of the Adjustment 
Committee is herewith quoted, together with 
amendment moved by Delegate McCarthy, 
which amendment was finally carried. 

HOD CARRIERS AND BUILDING LABORERS VS. 

BROTHERHOOD OP CEMENT 

WORKERS. 

"Upon the subject matter contained in 
Resolution No. 47, relative to the jurisdic- 
tion dispute between the above named or- 
ganizations, a conference was held between 
their representatives at Washington and no 
agreement was reached. 

"The Executive Council has given this 
matter its attention, and we recommend 
that the matter be referred to this Conven- 
tion, with the further recommendation that 
it be referred by you to the Building Trades 
Department of the American Federation of 
Labor for adjustment. 

The committee reported as follows : 
"The question of jurisdiction of work ex- 
isting between the Hod Carriers and Build- 
ing Laborers' International Union and the 
Brotherhood of Cement Workers, has exist- 
ed for a long time, and all efforts made 
heretofore to settle same have been unsuc- 
cessful. 

"The question has been before several con- 
ventions of the American Federation of 
Labor and several meetings of the Executive 
Council thereof, and representatives of both 
organizations have met for the purpose 
of settling their differences without results. 



"The question having been referred to the 
Building Trades Department for adjustment, 
and consequently to your Adjust- 
ment Committee, who have heard 
both sides of the controversy, 
your committee, after careful analy- 
sis of all evidence presented by both sides, 
recommend that the mixing and conveying 
of cement and concrete used in the con- 
struction of buildings rightfully comes un- 
der the jurisdiction of the Hod Carriers and 
Building Laborers' International Union. 
Your committee cannot see any material dif- 
ference between the mixing of cement and 
concrete or the mixing of plaster and mor- 
tar, which the Hod Carriers and Building 
Laborers* International Union has controlled 
since Its inception." 

"Delegate McCarthy — rl therefore move as 
an amendment that this entire subject mat- 
ter be referred to the Executive Council 
of this Department; that the Council take 
evidence, scientific and otherwise, regard- 
ing the concrete industry in this country 
and others, and after a tnorough investiga- 
tion they can make a decision that will be 
for the best interests, not only of the Hod 
Carriers and Cement Workers, but the 
building industry and the American people 
as a whole." 

Acting upon the instructions contained in 
the foregoing quoted amendment to the 
Committee's report your Executive Council 
heard testimony in the case presented by 
the representatives of the Hod Carriers and 
Building Laborers on the one hand, and the 
American Brotherhood of Cement Workers 
on the other, and after thorough and ex- 
haustive study of the entire situation, your 
Council viewed the nature of the dispute as 
being so technical as to warrant a contin- 
ued thorough investigation. 

In the meantime, however, and for the 
purpose of harmonizing such controversal 
points as have resulted from the misunder- 
standlncrs of the past, your Council rendered 
the following decision : 

HOD CARRIERS AND BUILDING LABORERS I. U. 

VS. AMERICAN BROTHERHOOD OP 

CEMENT WORKERS. 

"After a careful and most thorough ex- 
amination of all evidence, documents and 
prepared statements covei ng the dispute be- 
tween the Hod Carriers and Building Labor- 
ers' International Union and the American 
Brotherhood of Cement Workers' Union, as 
submitted, the Executiv-' Council find that 
Charters have been granted to two organiza- 
tions, one of which claims to cover all forms 
of cement work, while the other organiza- 
tion claims to cover 70 per cent of the act- 
ual work in dispute, which, if borne out by 
facts, would seem to indicate^ that a dual 
form of organization exists within this De- 
partment on the work in question which 
would, were a definite decision granted at 
this time, make such a sweeping change in 
existing conditions as to greatly complicate, 
if not render abortive any attempt at a 
practical and final settlement of the dispute; 
it is agreed, therefore : 

"First, The members of the Hod Carriers 
and Building Laborers' International Union, 
who are exc\wsVife\i evsiV^^i^^ \a. ^^\aK«x\. ^-"s^- 
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stniction, as laborers or mixers, shall con- 
tinue membership in the Hod Carriers and 
Building Laborers* International Union. 

"Second, Laborers engaged in cement con- 
struction known as either laborers, mixers, 
or helpers, shall continue their membership 
in the American Brotherhood of Cement 
Workers Union. 

"Third. Cards of laborers or mixers en- 
gaged in cement construction of either or- 
ganization, who are in good standing, shall 
be recognized by both organizations. 

"Fourth. Both the above named organiza- 
tions shall refrain from organizing laborers 
or mixers, engaged in cement construction, 
in cities or localities where the other or- 
ganization has already covered the terri- 
tory, in accordance with Its own laws. 

"Fifth. In cities where the work is jointly 
controlled by Locals of the Hod Carriers and 
Building Laborers International Union and 
the American Brotherhood of Cement Work- 
ers, the local organizations shall be required 
to appoint a committee of three who shall 
decide working rules regulating wages, 
hours and other conditions In that particu- 
lar locality. 

"Sixth. The International Unions herein 
named shall each appoint a committee of 
three who shall meet the call of the Presi- 
dent of the Building Trades Department, 
and thereafter at stated periods, to settle 
such grievances as may arise and devise 
ways and means for the general good will 
of all. 

"Seventh. If at any time the Joint Com- 
mittee provided for in Section 6 falls to 
agree on the selection of an umpire, the 
President of this Department shall appoint 
a member, whose duty It shall be to decide 
the question at issue. Sucn decision when 
rendered shall be final and binding and 
shall remain in full force and eflfect until 
mutually amended by and with the consent 
of the Executive Council of the Building 
Trades Department. 

"Eighth. It is understood that in the 
event either of the two parties fail to com- 
ply with the provisions of this decision by 
failure to participate in any conference 
called by the President of this Department 
for the purpose of adjusting any existing 
differences, the subject matter in conten- 
tion shall be referred to tne Executive Coun- 
cil of the Building Trades Department, 
and the decision reached by the Executive 
Council shall be final and binding with all 
local Councils affiliated with the Building 
Trades Department. 

"Ninth. This decision must be maintained 
inviolate by the respective Internationals 
and Local Councils ; nor shall affiliated 
Local Councils permit violations of the 
terms of this decision by locals or either 
International declaring a strike to abridge 
any conditions herein named. 

"This decision shall be considered In full 
force and effect pending a further investi- 
gation of disputed points, to be reported to 
the Executive Council at its next meeting. 

"The above In no wise affects members of 
the American Brotherhood of Cement Work- 
ers or of the Hod Carriers and Building La- 
borers not employed in cement construction, 
as it applies to building erection." 



CERAMIC^ ENCAUSTIC AND MOSAIC TILE LAY- 
ERS INTERNATIONAL UNION. 

Information was laid before the Depart- 
ment by the International Union above 
named to the effect that the Tile Layers 
affiliated with the Newark Building Trades 
Council were dual to the International 
Union. The local was instructed by cop 
respondence from time to time to either 
unseat the local union complained of, or re- 
quire it to affiliate with the International 
Union under the constitutional provisions 
of that organization. This the Council 
either refused, or seemed unwilling to do, 
with the result that the entire case was laid 
before the Executive Council for its review 
and disposal. At the same time the Hod 
Carriers and Building Laborers Internation- 
al Union presented a similar complaint, 
while on the other hand the American 
Brotherhood of Cement Workers charged the 
Newark Council with discrimination against 
its local, because of the refusal of the coun- 
cil to seat its delegates. 

The Executive Council after fully re- 
viewing the correspondence covering these 
complaints, directed the Newark Council 
to seat the Cement Workers and to require 
the Laborers and Tile Layers to affiliate 
with their respective internationals, or un- 
seat them as penalty for their failure. 

BROTHERHOOD OP ELECTRICAL WORKERS.' 

Under date of February 11 the American 
Federation of Labor forwarded a copy of 
a circular letter to the Building Trades De- 
partment which follows : 
"Office of American Federation of Labor, 
Washington, D. C, Feb. 11, 1909. 
Central Bodies, . State Branches and Organ- 
izers : 

"Dear Sirs and Brothers — The Denver Con- 
vention of the American Federation of La- 
bor, having under consideration the contro- 
versy existing in the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers, appointed a 
.special committee for the purpose of en- 
deavoring to restore harmony in that or- 
ganization, the special committee consisting 
of W. A. Sexton, D. S. Fitzgerald. John B. 
Lenhon, R. P. Rubin and James E. Roach. 
"After prolonged conferences in which the 
representatives of both sides participated, 
and were given ample opportunity to state 
their respective position, an agreement was 
reached, signed by. fhe representatives of 
both sides, and unanimously endorsed by 
the Denver Convention, as follows : 
"Memorandum of Agreement and Stipulation 
Entered Into by the Opposing FactioM 
in the International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers, in Pursuance of the Re- 
port of a Special Committee Appointed by 
the Convention of the American Federct- 
fion of Labor. 

"First. It is hereby agreed that a conven- 
tion of all the locals of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers shall be 
called in St. Louis on January 18, 1909. 
Every local organization in good standing 
on September 15, 1908, shall be entitled to 
representation in this convention. 

"Second. The officers of both opposing forc- 
es shall submit to the representative of the 
American Federation of Labor, appointed 
by President Gompers, a complete list of 
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the organization in their possession, not 
later than November 28, 1908. The list of 
organizations thus submitted shall be con- 
sidered by both opposing forces as an of- 
ficial roster of the coming convention. 

"Third. It is further agreed that both of 
the opposing forces will at once notify the 
local unions of the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers their desire that 
each local respond to the call for the said 
convention to be held January 18, 1909, in- 
corporating in the same in concise form the 
action of the Denver convention of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

"Fourth. It is further agreed that all suits 
at law or court processes of any character 
relating to the affairs of the organization 
shall be at once withdrawn. 

"Fifth. It is further agreed that all neces- 
sary and legitimate expenditures of the 
opposing forces of the organization shall be 
defrayed by the proper officers signing war- 
rants and checks in accord with the laws 
of the International Brotherhood. In case 
any questions arise relative to the payment 
of any bill which cannot be adjusted am- 
icably by the fiscal officers, it is agreed that 
the same shall be referred to the convention 
of January 18, 1909, for final adjustment. 

"Sixth. It is also further agreed that after 
tae convention has been convened and the 
delegates have been seated in the conven- 
tion as accredited delegates, the rules of 
the procedure and laws of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers shall be 
taken as authority. i 

"Seventh. It is further agreed that all 
funds now on hand and those hereafter re- 
ceived by either side to this controversy 
shall be made a special trust fund and 
placed in a bank in Springfield, Illinois, 
said bank to be designated by President 
Gompers. Funds now on deposit drawing 
interest shall not be transferred to Spring- 
field trust fund until after interest is due 
and payable. 

"Eighth. It Is hereby further agreed that 
the action of the convention to be held in 
St. Louis, Mo., January 18, 1909, shall be 
accepted by both sides to the controversy 
as final and binding to the ena that the In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Electrical Work- 
ers shall be maintained in one complete or- 
ganisation. 

"Ninth. It is also further agreed that the 
recommendations of the special committee 
shall be complied with (a copy of which is 
hereby attached) where not specifically de- 
tailed in these stipulations, 

"Tenth. It is hereby agreed by and be- 
tween the opposing forces of the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
represented by F. J. McNulty, Peter W. 
Collins, J. J. Held, J. W. Murphy, F. J. Sul- 
livan, and J. E. McCadden, that from this 
date there shall not be any suits at law or 
in equity filed by either of the aforesaid op- 
posing forces, for any cause whatsoever, 
connecting In any manner the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers pending 
the convention to be held in St. Louis, Mo., 
January 18, 1909. 

"Eleventh. It is hereby agreed that should 
the referendum vote be against the holding 
of the convention of January 18, 1909, a 
convention will be calle<7 at once in accord- 



ance with the constitution of the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. 
(Signed.) 

"J. J. REID, 
"H. W. SHERMAN, 
"H. W. POTTER, 
"H. S. WHALEN, 
"F. J. SULLIVAN. 

(Signed.) 

"F. J. McNULTY, 

"PETER W. COLLINS, 

"S. J. FAY, 

"FRANCIS J. SWBBK, 

"M. S. CJLVBR. 
"Signed November 20, 1908. 
"Witness: M. GRANT HAMILTON. 
"In the meantime the vote of the members 
defeated the proposition to hold a conven- 
tion and this was therefore abandoned. 

"President Gompers being unacquainted 
with the names or the conditions of th6 
banks at Springfield, communicated with 
W. D. Ryan, Delegate from the Miners to 
the American Federation of Labor Conven- 
tion, and Secretary of the United Mine 
Workers of America, whose home Is in 
Springfield, Illinois, asking him to suggest 
the name of a bank. He recommended the 
Lincoln National Bank, and President Gom- 
pers, in accordance with the terms of the 
agreement, designated the Lincoln National 
Bank. 

"Further complying with the terms of the 
agreement. President Gompers, with the ad- 
vice of the Executive Council, appointed M. 
Grant Hamilton to aid in every way as a 
representative of the American Federation 
of Labor, to carry the agreement Into ef- 
fect. All of this was without avail by rea- 
son of the point-blank refusal 9f Mr. Reid 
and his associates, claimants to the Presi- 
dency and other offices, respectively, of the 
International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers, to accept the bank designated. 

"Thereupon Frank J. McNulty and others, • 
claiming to be president and other officers 
of the International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers, and J. J. Reld and others 
claiming to be president and other officers 
of the International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers, appeared before the Execu- 
tive Council of the American Federation of 
Labor at its meeting at Washington, D. C, 
January 11-16, inclusive. Every effort was 
made to bring about an honorable adjust- 
ment of the controversy, to reconcile the 
contending parties, and to heal the breach 
and division so that one comprehensive In- 
ternational Union of the Electrical Workers 
might be accomplished. 

"Mr. McNulty for himself and associates, 
had discontinued all litigation before the 
courts, had accepted the name of the bank 
deslcrnated for the deposit of funds, and 
declared the readiness of himself and asso- 
ciates to do everything within their power 
to bring about unity. 

"On the other hand, Mr. J. J. Reid and his 
associates stated that they had not discon- 
tinued litigation and suits before the courts, 
that they had begun new suits since the 
agreement was reached, and that they would 
not discontinue them as provided by the 
aerreement, and that they would not accept 
the Lincoln National Bank as designaCed 
for the flift^o^VX. ol \)[ife l\«i^^ ^\ ^Caa ^x%^Sk.- 
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ization. Mr. Reld and his associates repu- 
diated every condition of the agreement 
voluntarily and solemnly entered Into at 
Denver and ratified by the unanimous vote 
of the Denver Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

"Therefore the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor, in the inter- 
ests of the Electrical Workers, of the Broth- 
erhood of Electrical Workers, and of the 
general labor movement, decided to and dof s 
rccoTnize Mr. Frank J. McNulty as Presi- 
dent, Mr. Peter W. Collins as Secretary 
and Mr. J. E. McCadden as Treasurer of 
the International Brotherhood of Electric- 
al Workers, and urges that Electric Work- 
ers' Local Unions recognize Mr. McNulty, 
Mr. Collins and Mr. McCadden as such bona 
fide officers of the Brotherhood and no 
others until their successors shall be duly 
elected. 

"The Executive Council also decided to and 
urgently requests and appeals to all organ- 
ized labor of America to recognize Messrs. 
Frank J. McNulty, Peter W. Collins and J. 
E. McCadden as the bona fide officers of 
the International Brotherhood of Electric- 
al Workers, and to recognize such locai 
unions only as are entitled to full recognition, 
which are in full affiliation with the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
of which Messrs. McNulty, Collins. and Mc- 
Cadden are President, Secretary and Treas- 
urer, respectively. 

"By order of the Executive council of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

"With best wishes, I am Fraternally yours, 

(Signed.) "SAMUEL GOMPERS, 

"President American Federation of Labor. 

(Seal.) 

Attest : 
(Signed.) "FRANK MORRISON, 
"Secretary American Federation of Labor." 

President McNulty of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers appeared 
before the Council and requested that ac- 
tion similar to that of the A. F. of L. be 
taken by the Building Trades Department. 
The Executive Council concurred in the ac- 
tion of the American Federation of Labor 
in the issuance of the circular and instruct- 
ed the officers to notify the affiliated Inter- 
nationals and local Councils of the action 
taken, requesting at the same time that 
recognition, support and affiliation privi- 
leges be extended only to the Electrical 
Workers organized under the affiliated 
Brotherhood. 

Accordingly, all local councils were noti- 
fied of the action of the Department, and 
from time to time thereafter correspond- 
ence has passed between such local councils 
as failed to unseat the local unions affiliated 
with the rival Brotherhood. Subsequently 
the Executive Council of the .American Fed- 
eration of Labor instructed the officers to 
revoke the charters of the Central Bodies 
failing to unseat the antagonistic faction 
of Electrical Workers, which action was 
again concurred in by the officers of the De- 
partment. As yet but few cases have aris- 
en where Building Trades Councils have re- 
fused to unseat the Electrical Workers, and 
these will be reported later, but it may be 
expected that in the immediate future it 
wJJl be necessary to deal with refractory 



local councils in a firm manner. If the de- 
cisions of the Executive Council are to be 
carried out in their entirety it stands to 
reason that there can be no temporizing 
with a question of such great importance. It 
the Executive Council is correct in its con- 
tention that the alignment of locals of af- 
filiated Internationals alone are eligible to 
ra'mhership in local councils, then aTT hos- 
tile, antagonistic, dual and seceding unions 
must forthwith be unseated, and in the 
event that a local council refuses to comply 
with the instructions of the Department to 
disqualify such local unions, then the char- 
ter of the local council must be revoked. 
Without firm and decisive action in connec- 
tion with this matter there can be no se- 
curity to the International Unions holding 
membership In the Building Trades Depart- 
ment, and If the aims and purposes for 
which the department was created are cor- 
rectly understood, it is to guard against a 
movement of secession on the part of local 
unions, factions and wings, perhaps, more 
than for any other reason. 

Your Executive Council labored under no 
misconception of the results likely to follow 
the endorsement of the position taken by 
the Executive Council of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, and is now thoroughly 
conscious of the fact that to carry out the 
decision to Its logical conclusion there can 
be no hesitancy on the part of the officials 
In compelling local councils to either un- 
seat rival factions or upon their failure to 
do so the charter issued by the Department 
must be revoked, and ftie membership of 
the local annulled. 

United Association of Journeymen Plumb- 
ers, Gas Fitters, Steam Fitters and Steam 
Fitters' Helpers, vs. International Asso- 
ciation Steam and Hot Water Fitters and 
Helpers. 

Extended consideration was given the 
subject under dispute between the organiza- 
tions named at the Denver Convention, 
which was reported upon by the Adjustment 
Committee as follows : 

REPOKT UF , COMMITTEE ON ADJUSTMENT. 
riA MBEU.S VS. STEAM FITTERS. 

"As the dispute between the United Asso- 
ciation of I'lumbers and Gas Fitters, Steam 
Flttors and Stea.n Fitters' Helpers of the 
United States and Canada, and the Interna- 
tional .\ssociation of Steam and Hot Water 
Fitters and Helpers of America has passed 
through all the stages of conference and ef- 
forts at adjustm«»nt known to the American 
Federation of Labor before reference to this 
Department, and in its present form comes 
to this department and to this committee, 
first, as courtesy to this Department : and, 
second, for adjustment as a Building Trades 
dispute, and as Resolution No. 20, relative 
to the situation in Toronto, Canada ; and 
Resolution No. 30, referred to this Depart- 
ment by the American Federation of Labor, 
relative to the Pittsburg situation, are all 
bearing on the long standing dispute be- 
tween these two organizktions, your commit- 
tee recommends : 

"That this Convention orders representa- 
tives of both organizations to meet at the 
headquarters of this Department in Wash- 
ington, "D. C, ^ntVn^ lYi^ month of January, 
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1909, the date to be set by the President 
of this Department, for the purpose of 
drawing up a working agreement, to-wit : 

"First. So that both organizations can 
work in harmony. 

"Second. So as to prevent other organiza- 
tions from becoming involved. 

"Third. To prevent either organization 
from using methods detrimental to the best 
interests of the general labor movement 
against one another. 

"Fourth. To provide for an exchange of 
working cards, allowing members of one or- 
ganization to work In the jurisdiction con- 
trolled by the other. 

"Fifth. That neither organization shall 
institute a local union In any city where 
trouble exists between the employers and 
members of either organization. 

"Your committee further recommends 
that after the conference provided for here- 
in between the representatives of both or- 
ganizations has been filed, the Secretary of 
this Department is hereby Instructed to 
notify all Local Departments that they or 
any local union affiliated therewith, must 
not become Involved In any dispute arising 
between these organizations over a question 
of jurisdiction. 

"We further recommend that when the 
conference Is held for the purpose of arriv- 
ing at the working agreement referred to, 
that the decisions previously rendered by 
the American Federation of Labor thereon 
be considered In their different phases." 

Pursuant to the foregoing instructions, a 
joint conference was held at the office of 
the Building Trades Department in Wash- 
ington, between representatives of the or- 
ganizations in question which sessions were 
presided over by President Kirby. 

An actual transcript of the proceedings 
was taken, and after the submission of 
voluminous testimony had been concluded, 
repeated efforts were made to have the con- 
feres reach a decision, but without suc- 
cess. Consequently the testimony taken in 
conference was presented in detail to the 
Executive Council at the Pittsburg session, 
and after reviewing the case in toto, the 
followinsr workinsr aerreement was rendered 
as the decision of the Executive Council in 
the premises : 
• United Association Journeymen Plumbers, 

Gas Fittrrs, Steam Fitters and Steam 

Fitters' Helpers, vs. International Asso- 
ciation Steam and Hot Water Fitters and 

Helpers of America. 

WORKINO AGREEMENT, 

"First. Each of the above named organiza- 
tions shall refrain froto organizint? steam 
fitters and helpers in cities and localities 
where the other organization has already 
covered the territory, in accordance with 
Its own laws, prevailing prior to November 
1, 1008. 

"Second. Each organization shall submit a 
list of their bona fide locals ooverins: local- 
ities that have bepu controlled from the 
time that this decision Is Intended to be 
operative. Such list of locals must be cer- 
tified to the Executive Council of the 
Buildins' Trades Dppartment. 

"Third. In cities where the work Is jointly 
controlled by locals of the International 
Association of Steam Fitters and the Uni- 



ted Association of Plumbers, Steam and 
Gas Fitters, the two local organizations 
shall each be required to appoint a commit- 
tee of three men who shall draft working 
rules regulating wages ana hours in that 
particular locality and establish a minimum 
initiation fee, by which a member may be 
admitted to either organization, and such 
agreement when made shall be respected 
and enforced by the Internationals herein 
named. 

"Fourth. Each organization shall use 
their best endeavors and all possible means to 
thoroughly organize the steam fitters and 
steam fitters' helpers in localities unorgan- 
ized. Such unorganized localities shall be 
deemed a legitimate field for organizing 
work of the organization whose representa- 
tives shall first commence the work of or- 
ganizing. In the event of failure upon the 
part of the first claimant to organize the 
locality in question, it shall be considered 
open field for operation. 

iL< ifth. The International Unions herein 
named shall each appoint a committee of 
three who shall meet at the call of the 
President of the Building Trades Depart- 
ment, and thereafter at stated periods, to 
settle such grievances as may arise and de- 
vise ways and means for the general good 
will of all, as provided for in Section 6, to 
the end that a solidification, federation or 
permanent understanding may be brought 
about In the pipe fitting indlistry. 

Sixth. If at any time the Joint Commit- 
tee provided for in Section 5 falls to agree 
on the selection of an umpire, the President 
of this department shall appoint a inember, 
whose duty it shall be to decide the question 
at issue. Such decision, when rendered shall 
be final and binding and shall remain in full 
force and effect until mutually amended by 
and with the consent of the Executive Coun- 
cil of the Building Trades Department. 

"Seventh. Each general organization shall 
under no circumstances allow the forming 
of locals, or admittance of men into locals 
when there Is a lockout or strike^ between 
the employers and either organization. 

"Eighth. Any member of either organiza- 
tion entering the territory of the other, eith- 
er on his own account or by reason of having 
been sent by his employer, shall join the 
local union in whose territory he desires 
to work and conform to the laws of the or- 
ganization controlling the territory, but in 
no case shall other than thp prevailing 
conditions be imposed upon the member 
enterinsr the locality. 

"Ninth. It is understood that In the event 
either of the two parties fail to comply 
with the provisions of this decision, by 
failure to participate in any conference 
called by the President of this Department 
for the purpose of adjusting any existing 
differences, the subject matter In conten- 
tion shall be referred to the Executive 
Council of the Building Trades Department, 
and the decision reached by the Executive 
Council shall be final and binding with all 
local Councils affiliated with the Building 
Trader Department. 

"Tenth. This decision must be maintained 
inviolate by the respective internationals, 
and local councils, nor shall affiliated lQe«.l 
councUa pwxiiW, N\o\«A\«t\» ol 'Cafe Xssxvssa* ^"^> 
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this decision by locals of either international 
declaring k strilje to abridge any condition 
herein named. 

This decision shall be considered in full 
force and effect on and after February 15, 
1909. 

To insure and guarantee permanent peace 
among the Building Trades, the Executive 
Council of the Building Trades Department 
herewith recommend that each organization 
to this dispute shall take a referendum 
vote of their membership on the advisabil- 
ity of eliminating all divisional lines of 
trade demarcation, so that each member may 
follow the avocation that his tmowledge 
and ability best equips him for, and so as 
to determine whether one International 
Trade Union or organization may be estab- 
lished in the pipe fitting industry. 

This referendum in question shall be tak- 
en in duplicate, copies of which sjiall be 
furnished to the Buildifag Trades Depart- 
ment and shall be made returnable on or 
before the first day of January, 1910." 

Under date of February 15, representa- 
tives of the International Association of 
Steam and Hot Water Fitters, presented 
an appeal of which the following is a copy : 

"Pittsburg, Pa., Feb. 15, 1909. 
"Mr. James Kirby, President Building 

Trades Department : 

"Dear Sir and Brother — Replying to the 
verdict of the Executive Council of the 
Building Trades Department in the contro- 
versy, between the International Association 
of Steam Fitters, etc., and the United Asso- 
ciation of Plumbers, etc., as submitted to 
our representative on the 13th inst. by your 
body, we beg leave to call your attention 
to the report of the adjustment committee 
of your Denver Convention (Page 65 Offi- 
cial proceedings) herewith submitted : 

As the dispute between the United Asso- 
ciation of Plumbers, Gas Fitters, Steam Fit- 
ters and Helpers of the United States and 
Canada, and the International Association 
of Steam and Hot Water Fitters and Help- 
ers of America, has passed through all the 
stages of conference and efforts at adjust- 
ment known to the American Federation of 
Labor before reference to this Department, 
and in its present form comes to this De- 
partment, and to this Committee first as 
courtesy to this Department, and second 
for adjustment as the Building Trades dis- 
pute, and as Resolution No. 29 relating 
to Toronto, and Resolution No. 30, referred 
to this Department by the American Federa- 
tion of Labor relative to the Pittsburg situ- 
ation are all braring on the long standing 
dispute between the two organizations, 
your committee recommends that this con- 
vention orders representatives of both or- 
ganizations to meet at the headquarters of 
this Department in Washington, D. C, dur- 
ing the month of January, 1909. The date 
to be set by the President of this Depart- 
ment for the purpose of drawing up a work- 
ing agreement to-wit : 

First. So that both organizations can 
work in harmony. 

Second. So as to prevent other organiza- 
tions from becoming involved. 

Third. To prevent either organization 
from using methods detrimental to the best 



interests of the General labor movement 
against one another. 

Fourth. To provide for an exchange of 
working cards allowing members of one or- 
ganization to work in jurisdiction controlled 
by the other. 

Fifth. That neither organization shall 
institute a local union in any city where 
trouble exists between the employers and 
members of either organization. 

Your committee further recommends that 
after the conference provided for herein be- 
tween the representatives of both organza- 
tions has been held the Secretary of this 
Department is hereby instructed to notify 
ail local departments that they or any local 
union affiliated therewith must not become 
involved in any dispute arising between 
these organizations over a questioh of jur- 
isdiction. 

We further recommend that when the 
Conference is held for the purpose of ar- 
riving at the working agreement referred 
to that the decisions previously rendered 
by the American Federation of Labor there- 
on be considered in their various phases. 

"We desire particularly to call your at- 
tention to the five sections embodied In 
the above report and respectfully submit 
that the report of your Executive Council 
is not in accordance with the mandates of 
the adjustment committee, and specifically 
call your attention to the two latter rec- 
ommendations of the adjustment committee 
wherein certain Instructions are given to 
all concerned. In view of the fai^jrire of the 
Executive Council of the Building Trades 
Department to render a decision In accord- 
ance with the instructions of their adjust- 
ment committee we herewith on behalf of 
the International Association of Steam, Hot 
Water and Power Pipe Fitters and Helpers 
of America formerly appeal from the decis- 
ion of your honorable Council." 
Fraternally, 

(Signed.) JOSEPH J. SULLIVAN, 

President. 

Upon presenting the berore mentioned ap- 
peal to the Executive Council, President 
Kirby ruled that it be referred to the next 
convention, and that in the meantime the 
decision as rendered must be observed with- 
out equivocation or evasion. Under the 
terms of the decision, both parties were re- 
quested to furnish a list of their local 
unions to the Building Trades Department, 
so that the said list might be verified, or 
certified to as the case may be in line with 
Section 2 of the Working Agreement 

The United Association promptly fur- 
nished the list as requested, while the In- 
ternational Association not only failed to 
respond to the request of the Department 
in this latter respect, but disputed the au- 
thority of the Executive Couincil to render 
the decision, and refused to abide by its pro- 
visions, under the claim that the appeal 
which was taken took precedence over the 
decision, and therefore nullified its opera- 
tion and effectiveness. At a later meeting 
of the Executive Council held in Washing- 
ton, representatives of the United Associa- 
tion appeared and charged the International 
Association with having violated the provis- 
ions of the working agreement as rendered 
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by your Executive Council in having or- 
ganized local unions contrary to and in 
violation of the decision in the cities of 
Spokane, Wash., Salt Lake City, Utah, and 
Syracuse, N. Y. 

The charges seemed to be amply substan- 
tiated by correspondence and other informa- 
tion In the general office, and accordingly 
the International Steam Fitters were or- 
dered to revoke the charters of the Organ- 
izations formed in defiance of fhe decision 
of the Executive Council as per the follow- 
ing decisicn : 

"First. To notify the International Asso- 
ciation of Steam and Hot Water Fitters 
and Helpers that the Local Unions recently 
chartered in Syracuse, N. Y., Salt Lake 
City, Utah, and Spokane, Wash., shall be 
annulled and the charters withdrawn, and 
that the decision rendered by the Executive 
Council at the Pittsburg meeting, February 
13, 1909, must be observed in its entirety. 

•'Second. In order that the decision in 
the case of Syracuse, N. Y., may be carried 
out to a logical conclusion, I'tesident Alpine, 
of the United Association of Journeymen 
Plumbers, Gas Fitters, Steam Fitters and 
Steam Fitters Helpers is herewith called 
upon to compel the local of the United As- 
sociation in Syracuse, N. Y., to . affiliate 
immediately with the Building Trades 
Council of that city. 

"Third. That the Syracuse, N. Y. coun- 
cil is herewith instructed to unseat the lo- 
cal union of Steam Fitters, and Helpers or- 
ganized in defiance of and contrary to the 
decision of the Executive Council. 

"Fourth. Should the Syracuse, N. Y., 
council fail to carry out the decision of the 
Executive Council in disqualifying the union 
in question from membership, th^ charter 
of the Building Trades Council shall be 
revoked. 

"Fifth. That the officers of the Interna- 
tional Association of Steam and Hot Water 
Fitters and Helpers be notlfird to meet 
with President KIrby at such time and place 
as he may select, on or before the expira- 
tion of thirty (30) days, to show cause 
why the International Association of Steam 
and Hot Water Fitters and Helpers shall 
not be suspended from membership in the 
Department for its failure to carry out the 
decision rendrred by the Executive Council 
of the Buildins: Trades Department at the 
Pittsburg session held February 13, 1909, 
and the report and recommendation to be 
made to the members of the Executive 
Council by mail." 

Under the fifth provision of the last de- 
cision, the International Steam Fitters were 
ordered to show cause why suspension 
should not follow for failure to carry out 
the decision rendered at Pittsburg session, 
but up to this time no information is at 
hand relative to their intention to abide 
by the decisions of the Executive Council. 

DENVER BUILDING TRADES COUNCIL VS. UNI- 
TED BUOTHERHOOD OF CARPENTERS 
AND JOINERS. 

On page 65 of the printed proceedings of 
the Denver Convention, the following state- 
ment appears : 

"A complaint was lodged by the Amalga- 



mated Society of Carpenters of Denver, 
against the Building Trades Council be- 
cause of the repeated refusal of the Denver 
Building Trades Council to seat the dele- 
gates of the Amalgamated Carpenters. The 
statement was made that there was a suf- 
ficient number of the members of the Amal- 
gamated Carpenters to hold a charter, and 
that because of that fact the- Council was 
not justified in denying them representa- 
tion. A delegation from the Brotherhood 
of Carpenters and Joiners appeared and 
stated that th« Amalgamated Carpenters in 
Denver had seceded "from the parent organ- 
ization and joined the Brotherhood, and 
that an insufficient number remained in that 
local to justify them in holding a charter 
or seat In the Building Trades Council. 

■"On the retirement of the committee the 
Executive Council took the matter up and 
decided that since the Amalgamated Car- 
penters were members in accord with the 
Building Trades Department, that they 
could not legally be disqualified from mem- 
bership, and ordered the officers to instruct 
the Denver Local Council of Building 
Trades to seat the representatives of the 
Amalgamated Carpenters at once. 

"On motion the report of the Executive 
Council was concurred in." 

In compliance with the action of the Ex- 
ecutive Council the Denver Building Trades 
Council proceeded to seat the delegates of 
the Amalgamated Carpenters Union, but 
prior to the instructions being definitely 
carried out, an arrangement was negotiated 
between representatives of the Brotherhood 
of Carpenters and the Amalgamated Carpen- 
ters, by which the latter organization was 
to re-affiliate with the joint district council 
of carpenters, and it is alleged that a prom- 
ise was made that the District Council 
would thereupon elect at least one member 
of the Amalgamated Carpenters as a dele- 
gate to the Denver Building Trades Council, 
This compromise seemed to be entirely sat- 
isfactory to the Building Trades Council, 
but it appears that the Agreement was nev- 
er carried out, and latterly the Building 
Trades Council proceeded to seat delegates 
from the Amalgamated Carpenters in ac- 
cordance with the instructions of the con- 
vention. 

The District Council of Carpenters, com- 
posed of representatives of the Brotherhood, 
thereupon withdrew their delegates, and 
severed all connection with the Building 
Trades Council. The Council then retal- 
iated by enforcing ihe card system, which 
plan was intended to require the carpen- 
ters to re-affiliate with the council. 

A series of strikes was threatened and 
later declared, which seriously involved all 
affiliated organizations, as well as the con- 
tractors and owners, through no fault of 
the latter. Considerable correspondence 
passed between the Department and the lo- 
cal ecuncil, in reference to this matter, in 
which advice was offered that before decid- 
ing upon so drastic a measure as enforcing 
the card system by resorting to a strike 
against the Carpenters, the entire matter 
should be submitted to the Executive Coun- 
cil and their authority and sanction secured. 

No immediate reply was given to our re- 
quest, either bv 1^^ B»\A\^Va% ^x"aAft». ^^\ss^- 
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cll or the Carpenters District Council, and 
in the early part of April, having heard that 
a general strike had b^^^ti declared in Den- 
ver, the Department commissioned Vice 
President A. C. Smith of the Brotherhood 
of Painters and Decorators to proceed to 
Denver with a view to settling the entire 
difficulty. Under date of April 8th Brother 
Smith filed the following report : 

Denver, April 8. 1909. 
"Mr. .Tamos Kirby : 

"Dear Sir and Brother — The following Is 
a resume of the situation h^re and my re- 
port : 

"The rnited Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Building Trades Department sisnod a 
truce April 1st, pending arbitration of their 
differences. The first meeting of the two 
committees was held April 6, 1909. The car- 
penters committee refused to recognize me 
as arbitrator, though I presented my cre- 
dentials. At this meeting nothing was ac- 
complished owing to the fact that the Car- 
penters Insisted that the Amalgamated Car- 
penters be unseated by the local Building 
Trades Department before any other matter 
be considered. The Council could not con- 
cede this, having no authority to override 
the decision of the convention of the Na- 
tional Building Trades Department 

"I endeavored to get the following propo- 
sition before the committees. First that 
Council use their Influence with Amalga- 
mated Carpenters to induce them to accept 
representation to Building Trades Council 
throujjh Carpenters District Council if Uni- 
ted Brotherhood of Carpenters would agree 
to re-affiHatP with C6uncll. This proposition 
was relectrd by United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters. 

"I endeavored to get both parties to sub- 
mit differences to Executive Board of Build- 
ing Trades Department. The Carpenters 
refused st this time to accept of this plan. 
In fact they failed to show good faith to- 
ward any proposition that has for Its pur- 
pose a sottioment of this controversy. 

"I am satisfied that it will be impossible 
for those people to effect a settlement 
amonerst themselves owing to tho bitterness 
that prevails locally. The Painters are 
out of the Council, and to date I have failed 
to nut them back, but am confident that I 
will have them back In the near future. I 
feel that I have done all that T cap with the 
situation, and unless all parties will agree 
to submit to decision of National Executive 
Board, the situation looks hopeless, and a 
bittor fight will bo the result. 

"T am compollod to leave here tomorrow 
as my Board holds a session in Lafayette 
beginning April 1.^. T am informed that 
you will be furnished with a statement from 
the partios conoornod of their side of the 
controversy. Please feel at liberty to call 
on me for any information relative to same 
that you may require. With best wishes, I 
am, 

"Fraternally yours, 
(Signed.) A. C. SMITH." 

President Kirby. Vice-President McSorley 
and President F. .1. McNulty, of the Broth- 
erhood of Electrical Workers, respectively, 
endeavored to effect a settlement of the dif- 
aWe situation was carried on with avidity, 
acuity but without success, and the deplor- 



sproading Its disrupting Influence over the 
Building Trades In general, until the July 
meoting of the Executive Council, when ex- 
tended hearings were given representatives 
of the Brotherhood of Carpenters and Join- 
ers, and the Denver Building Trades Coun- 
cil. 

A further effort was made to effect a set- 
tlement by Conference with the representa- 
tives, and accordingly a sub-committee was 
appointed, consisting of Vice-President Hed- 
rlck and the Secretary, and after a pro- 
longed session, the following plan of set- 
tlement was suggested : 

1. **That the Amalgamated Carpenters 
agree to affiliate with the District Council. 

2. That the Carpenters' District Council 
return In affiliation with tne Building 
Trades Council. 

8. That a guarantee be given that the 
District Council of Carpenters will elect 
as delegate one member of the Amalgamated 
Society In the delegation to represent the 
District Council In the Building Trades 
Council. 

4. On the new delegation being seated 
in the Building Trades Council, the delega- 
tion now representing the Amalgamated As- 
sociation shall be withdrawn, and hence- 
forth the Amalgamated Society shall be 
given representation In the Building Trades 
Council In the manner above described." 

The representative of the Building Trades 
Council stated that he was perfectly agree- 
able as to the suggestions made, and that 
In his opinion the Council would have no 
objection to their acceptance. As a matter 
of fact he stated that the fight was not 
one between the Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and the ' Building Trades Council, but be- 
twoon the .Vmaltramated Carpenters and the 
Brotherhood of Carpenters. 

The representative of the Brotherhood of 
Carpenters stated, however, that he was 
not In a position to accept the suggestions 
made, and accordingly on the failure of the 
Conforence belnfr reported to the Executive 
Council, the following decislbn was ren- 
don d : 

"The oflicials of the Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners be notified to compel 
the Carponters District Council of Denver 
to re-aflliliate with the Building Trades 
Council of that City, in accordance with 
the law of this Department as set forth in 
Section '^7 of the Constitution, and in com- 
pliance with the rulings made by President 
Kirby upon this matter, on the occasion 
of his recent visit to Denver. 

"In the event that the Brotheifiood of 
Carpenters and Joiners should fail to carry 
out the decision rendered by President Kfr- 
by, a sub-committee of the Council consist- 
ing of President Klrbv and Vice-Presidents 
Hedrick and Ryan, shall be Instructed to 
meet the ofllcors of the United Brotherhood 
at Indianapolis. Ind.. on or before the 15th 
day of July, the latter to sBow cause why 
the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
•Joiners shall not be susnended from mem- 
bership In the Building Trades Department, 
for its failure to carry out the decision of 
June 11th, rendered by President Kirby 
and concurrod in bv the Executive Council 
of t\ie "Bvx\\^\xis Tt«l^^% Ti«^«>.Ttaieiit in the 
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Denver dispute between the Carpenters Dis- 
trict Council and the Building Trades 
Council of that City." 

Under date of July 19th the sub-commit- 
tee of the Council presented a report, a 
copy of which is herewith appended which 
report was acted favorably upon by the 
Council : 

"Washington, D. C, Julv 19, 1909. 
To the Orticers and Members of the Execu- 
tive Council, Building Trades Department. 

Greeting : 

"Herewith follows report of the special 
Committee of the Executive Council : 

" 'The undersigned committee appointed 
by the Executive Council at the June meet- 
ing in Washington to take up the Denver 
trouble with the general officers of the 
Brotherhood of Carpenters, respectfully re- 
port as follows : 

" 'Your Committee met General President 
Huber and General Secretary Duflfy, at 
their offices in Indianapolis, July 15th. and 
went over the situation in an extensive way. 
In discussing the situation, we find that the 
Carpenters insist that Section 40 of our 
General Constitution provides that all rep- 
resentation shall come from district council, 
where such exists, and at the time the Amal- 
gamated Carpenters were seated in the 
same Building Trades Council such a dis- 
trict council did exist and also that both 
organizations of Carpenters should be rep- 
resented through one district council. 

" 'President Huber and Secretary Duffy 
assured us that if a Joint district council 
was re-established among the Carpenters, 
they vould use every means in their power 
to have the Brotherhood of Carpenters re- 
affiliate with the Buildinsf Trades Council, 
and bring about a peaceful adjustment of 
the existing trouble. Now while your com- 
mittee are not all in accord with the above 
interpretation of Section 40, we all a^ree 
that the first matter in hand is to adjust the 
trouble in Denver and we are of the opinion 
that if all Trades were carrying? the Build- 
ing Trades Council card, all trouble would 
soon be adjusted. That accomplished, the 
question of the law can be finally disposed 
of at the next regular convention which 
is only ten weeks off. We would therefore 
recommend that the two organizations of 
Carpenters he notified to form a joint dis- 
trict council at once providing a favorable 
vote on the above proposition of the Execu- 
tive Council is returned, and that as soon 
as the delegates from the joint District 
Council shall present thoir credentials, all 
other Carpenters deleirates shall be unseated 
by the Building Trades Council. 

" 'We further recommend that both or- 
ganizations of carpenters be represented 
in the deletration elected by the joint Dis- 
trict Council. 

" 'The above recommendations are made 
in the interests of harmony and we believe 
will assure the earliest favorable results 
and with the co-operation of the general 
officers of the United Brotherhood of which 
we are assured, a settlement ought to be 
reached in a very few days.* " 

JAMES KIRBY, 
F. M. RYAN, 
GEO. HEDRICK, 

Committee. 



No further action has been taken in the 
premises, nor has the Department been fur- 
nished with any information as to whether 
a settlement has been reached by the par- 
ties primarily interested. It may be taken 
for granted, however, that the difficulties, 
confusion and dispute, lately occurring in 
Denver may be opened at some other point 
in the same degree of bitterness and in- 
tensity, as th eone just reported, for the 
original cause of the trouble has never been 
settled, nor will it be, until there is a thor- 
ough understanding and perfect agreement 
between the two International Unions of 
Carpenters affiliated with this Department. 

To the minds of ^our Council any effort 
to settle this question locally is simply a 
palative with which the main issue will be 
dodged. The only logical, correct, and defi- 
nite plan is to negotiate some arrangement 
between the two organizations by which 
a recurrence of this trouble may be forever 
eliminated, and to this end it is herewith 
respectfully recommended that the depart- 
ment use its friendly offices with the two 
organizations in question, so that a confer- 
ence committee of one, two or three mem- 
bers each may be appointed to meet either 
at some agreeable point in America, or In 
Great Britain at the general office of the 
Amalgamated Carpenters, with some repre- 
sentative member of either the Department 
or the American Federation of Labor if 
deemed necessary, they to jointly consider 
the adoption of a plan whereby the mem- 
bers of the Amalgamated Society shall be 
provided with a Secretary in the general 
office of the United Brotherhood, at the 
cost of the latter organization, wao shall 
act for the general office in Great Britain, 
and to whom shall be paid all dues, assess- 
ments, and other monies levied by the 
Amalgamated Society, upon its American 
members, he in turn shall pay on behalf 
of these to the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners, the constitutional 
per capita tax, as fixed by the United Bro- 
therhood on its general membership, the 
balance to be disposed of by direction of 
the Amalgamated Society. 

In consideration of this arrangement, 
the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners shall be permitted to exer9ise con- 
trol and jurisdiction over the members of 
the Amalgamated Society, industrially, but 
under no circumstances shall the Brother- 
hood have access to, dispose of or discri- 
minate against the funds of the Amalga- 
mated Society as contributed by the Ameri- 
can members in any sum whatsoever other 
than the amount of per capita tax of the 
Brotherhood levied in accordance with its 
constitution on the general membership of 
the organization. 

APPLICATION FOR CHARTER BY AMALGAMATED 
ART GLASS WORKERS. 

An application for charter was made by 
the Amalgamated Glassworkers Association 
for membership in the Department, and in 
support of the application, Walter West, 
President, and Wm. Filgolah, Secretary, 
appeared and stated that the International 
Union had a membership of 1,500 6f which 
one-fourth were employed on construction 



36 



REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS. 



work. Twenty-six (26) cities are organized 
In the International. 

On retirement of the delegation the Coun- 
cil concluded that since the application 
of the Machinists, Boilermakers and Up- 
holsterers had been rejected because 6f the 
fact that the membership of the organiza- 
tions named was not distinctly of the 
Building Trades, and on the grounds ad- 
vanced by the Committee having application 
in char'^e at the Denver Convention, as 
set forth in the proceedings, the Secretary 
was instructed to inform the Art Glass 
Workers that a charter could not be grant- 
ed that organization. 

HOD CAmtlERS AND BUILDING LABORERS VS. 
CALIFORNIA BUILDING TRADE.S COUNCIL. 

An appeal was presented by the Hod 
Carriers and Building Laborers against the 
California Building Trades Council, against 
that body havin»r decided a jurisdictional 
dispute on scaffolding. 

The Executive Council Instructed the 
Secretary to communicate with all parties 
in interest, informing them that the sub- 
ject had been covered by the International 
representatives of both organizations at a 
conference in the city of New York held 
durintr the week besrinning June 14th, and 
a tentative agreement was reached, to be 
later submitted to the Executive Committees 
of both organizations for their ratification. 
The acceptance of the tentative agreement 
will take procedence over the appeal made 
by the Hod Carriers and Building Labor- 
ers. 

The Secretary was further instructed to 
inform the California Building Trades Coun- 
cil that it is not within the province of 
subordinate bodies to decide questions of 
jurisdictional conflict. 

ADJUST JURISDICTION DISPUTES. 

This latter decision denying local bodies 
the risrht to render jurisdictional disputes 
Is a declaration rendered on various oc- 
casions. It apoears a considerable number 
of local Councils take It for granted that 
they are privileged to decide questions 
of jurisdiction in accordance with local 
sentiment. Your Executive Council has 
takrn the pt)sition that jurisdiction lines 
are laid down by International orcraniza- 
tions, and as such they can only be altered, 
amended or waived by duly accredited re- 
presentatives, anpointed by each Interna- 
tional Union acting in a general way, and 
thereafter such amendments changes, or 
conditions must bo ratified by the Executive 
Committees of the Internationals in in- 
terest. 

PAPERHANGERS VS. BROTHERHOOD OP PAIN- 
TERS, DECORATORS, AND PAPERHANGERS. 

The American Federation of Labor re- 
ferred a controversy between the Paper- 
haneers. and the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators, and Paperhangers to the De- 
partment, toiether with a recommendation 
that the best efforts of the organization 
should be used to reconcile the contending 
parties. In addition to the reference of 
the American Federation of Labor, repre- 
sentatives of the Paperhangers* National 
Bureau of Information appeared before the 
Council and stated that the Brotherhood of 
Painters, Decorators and Paperhangers had 



refused to maintain In tact, an agreement 
entered into between tne •"aperhangers and 
the Brotherhood, which agreement was lat- 
terly endorsed by the American Federation 
of Labor, and which nerewith follows: 

"To the G. A. of the B. of P. D. and P.: 

"We, your committee in the matter of 
the National I'aperhangers Association, 
would respectfully report as follows: 

"That we recommend to this convention 
that the spirit of the resolution of the 
American Federation of Labor at their 
Louisville convention be complied with, and 
we propo.se the following plan : 

"1. That In localities where local unions 
of paperhangers of the B. of P. D. and P. 
exist, all members of the National Associ- 
ation shall apply to such local unions of 
the Brotherhood and shall. If having been 
In good standing in the National Associ- 
ation, be admitted to membership. 

"2. Where no local anion of Paper- 
hangers exists of the Brotherhood, and 
there does exist a union of the National 
Association, such local union shall on ap- 
plication receive a charter as a Paperhang- 
ers' Local Union or Brotherhood, and such 
union shall have the same powers and 
privileges of a local of the Brotherhood. 

"In the matter of autonomy your com- 
mittee believes that the laws of the Brother- 
hood now do give control of the Paper- 
hangers to Paperhangers* Local Union of 
the Brotherhood, and with the pending 
amendments on this subject when adopted 
will make the desired autonomy complete, 
and we therefore invite the said National 
Paperhangers' Protective and Benfvolent 
Association to become a part and parcel of 
the Brotherhood in the above manner. 

"That we further recommend that wher- 
ever a local union of the paperhansrers does 
exist, all members of the Brotherhood work- 
ing at that branch of U^e trade must trans- 
fer to such local. 

"That we further recommend that Mr. 
Vail, the representative of the National 
Paperhangers' Protective and Benevolent 
Association, be at once notified of the action 
of this General Assembly." 

The dele?:ation stated as a result of the 
failure to maintain the agreement, the 
autonomy of the Paperhangers has been in- 
fringed upon, if not totally destroyed. The 
delegation further insisted that the Paper- 
bankers should be recognized as tradesmen, 
and given direct representation in local 
Councils of the Department, instead of 
being required to be represented through 
District Councils. Considerable stress was 
laid on the latter statement, and it was 
frequently repeated, so much so, that it 
became evident that instead of there being 
any great differences between the Paper- 
hanp'ors and the Brotherhood of Painters 
and Decorators and Paperhangers, the para- 
mount issue was to secure direct representa- 
tion in local Councils of the Department, 
without beincr subjected to the requirements 
of Section 40 of the general constitution, 
providins: for representation in local Coun- 
cils through Districts, where the latter are 
organized. 

Your Council decided that the Paper- 
hangers should be required to lay their 
grievances before the general Executive 
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Board of the Brotherhood of Painters, De- 
corators and I'aperhangers in accordance 
with the constitutional provisions of that 
organization, with a view to securing their 
ad.iustmrnt. 

The contention seems to be entirely cov- 
, ered by Section 10 of the Constitution re- 
ferred to which says : 

"Any Local Union that believes an in- 
justice has been done, it by the General 
Executive Board, may at its own expense, 
appeal to the membership at large through 
the General OflSce. Provided, the Local 
Union taking the appeal forwards a sum 
sufficient to cover all expenses incurred by 
both the General Executive Board and the 
Local Union ; such sum shall be returned 
to the Local Union in case the decision 
rendered by the membership is in its favor." 

Your Council therefore declared that It 
was not within their province to grant the 
requ'^st for direct representation in local 
Councils, for the reasons above given. 

SHEET METAL WORKEllS VS. BROTHERHOOD 
OP CARPENTERS. 

The following correspondence was laid 
before the Executive Council for their con- 
sldcration : 

"Kansas City, Mo., June 5, 1909. 
"Mr. Wm. J. Spencer, 

'Washington, D. C. 
"Dear Sir and Brother : 

"Pursuant to the Instructions of our 
General Executive Board, I herewith file 
with the Building Trades Department 
official complaint aj?ainst the United Bro- 
therhood of Carpenters and Joiners of 
America, upon the errounds that said or- 
panlzaticii has conspired to. and is now 
actually tn^ppassing upon the .lurisdiction 
of the Amalgamated Sheet Workers Inter- 
national Alliance. In pursuing this pur- 
pose the carpenters are not only doing 
a great injury to a friendly organization, 
but are indulging in practices wholly un- 
<»xpfrted of an orcanization that lays claim 
to the name "Trade Union." In entering 
this protest and in support of our charges, 
we make special reference to the conduct 
of a number of national repres'^ntatives 
of the United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
in Jamestown. New York, in which they 
are deliberately and wilfully endeavoring 
to wrest from our orsranizatlon and gain 
control of the manufacture and erection of 
that branch of the Sheet Metal industry 
known as "metal trim." For a number of 
years we have maintained an oriranizatlon 
composed of employees of the Dahlstrom 
Metallic Door Company in .Jamestown, N. 
Y., this bring one of the pioneer firms in 
the development of thrs metal trim In- 
dustry ; throughout this period our local 
union has been recosmized through yearly 
agreements. However, on or about May 
Ist, a difference arose between the Company 
and the local union, which resulted in a 
strike. This strike was officially sanction- 
ed by our General Executive Board, carry- 
ing with it full financial assistance as 
provided by our constitution, and which 
aid was extended. Through some process 
unknown to use representatives of the Uni- 
ted Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners 



of America appeared on the scene at this 
time, busying themselves in the direction of 
scattering seeds of dissension, and were 
successful in persuading the members of 
our local to desert their parent organization 
and take membership in a local of carpen- 
ters. This action was taken during an en- 
forced temporary absence of a representa- 
tive of our I. A. who had been previously 
on the ground: 

"We look upon this move as being no- 
thing short of a premeditated plan or con- 
spiracy of the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters to seize control of one of our 
branches of industry and which any fair 
thinking person must recognize as nothing 
short of conspiracy. Against this unfair 
conduct on the part of the United Brother- 
hood of Carpenters and Joiners of America 
in Jamestown, and elsewhere, and Its ap- ' 
parent purposes, we most ri'xorously protest, 
loking to the Building Trades Department 
for redress, believing as we do that pro- 
tection from such high handed proceedings 
is due us. 

"Trusting this question may be given 
such prompt consideration as It surely de- 
serves, I am, 

"^ "Fraternally yours, - 

"(Slgneii) JOHN B. BRAY." 

The grievance of the Amalgamated Sheet 
Metal Workers Alliance covered in the above 
correspondence, applying as it does to the 
city of Jamestown, N. Y., against the Bro- 
therhood of Carpenters and Joiners, was 
referred to President Kirby and Vice-Presi- 
dents Hedrick and Ryan, to be taken up by 
them on the occasion of their meeting with 
the officers of the Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters on or before July 15th at Indianapolis. 

Subsequently the Committee provided for, 
reported as follows : 

"Indianapolis, Ind., Aug. 5, 1909. 

"We, the undersigned members of the 
sub-committee appointed by the Executive 
Council to take up and try to adiudicate 
the differences between the United Brother- 
hood of Carpenters and Joiners and the 
Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers, beg 
leave to recommend the following for your 
consideration : 

"In the dispute of jurisdiction over the 
manufacture and erection of hollow metal 
trim between the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners of America and the 
Ana amated Sheet Metal Workers Inter- 
national Alliance in Jamestown, N. Y., 
it is agreed : 

"1, That all men formerly belonging to 
the Sheet Metal Workers Union of James- 
town, N. Y., who joined the U. B. be 
tu'-'^fd n^'f^r fn snid ornranization a^ain. 

"2 That the agreement entered into by 
representatives of the U. B. with the 
Dahlstrom Company, relative to manufac- 
ture of said trim be cancelled. 

".3. It is further agreed that the Sheet 
Metal Workers do not call a strike of Its 
members employed by the Dahlstrom Com- 
pany on account of said firm employing 
members of the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters on the erection of metal doors and 
trim elsewhere. 

"On the failure 6f either side to comply 
with the recommendation herein set forth, 
the Department's law providing for the 
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settlement of jurisdiction disputes be com- 
plied with. 

"JAMES KIRBY, 
"GEO. P. HEDRICK, 
"F. M. RYAN. 

"Committee." 
The foregoing report was approved by the 
Executive Council. 

BOSTON, MASS. 

Shortly following the Denver Convention, 
a strike was declared in the city of Boston, 
on the work under construction by the 
Harvey Company. 

The local council asked for a general con- 
ference of the representatives of the Inter- 
national Unions, whic^ was later held in 
Boston, Mass., but specific action was de- 
ferred until a later meeting of the Execu- 
tive Council. 

At the Pittsburg Session, the question was 
again taken up, but your Council felt dis- 
posed to view the matter in the light of a 
local issue, and while sympathizing entirely 
with the Boston Building Trades Council, 
regret was expressed that the strike had 
been declared without consulting either the 
Executive Council, Ok the International 
officials of our affiliated unions. The Coun- 
cil, however, suggested the advisability of a 
further conference of the International rep- 
resentatives, which was later held at the 
general office at Washington, at which meet- 
ing the strike was endorsed, and all trades 
requested to stand by the Council in the 
issue. Considerable diversion of opinion 
existed, however, and in order to assure 
unanimity of action, as well as to dispose 
conclusively of the question of financing 
the difficulty, the International officials were 
again notified to participate In a final con- 
ference in the city of Boston. It appeals 
that definite action was taken, and the 
strike of the Boston Building Trades Coun- 
cil once more endorsed. 

Subsequently, however, the Electrical 
Workers, Plumbers, Gas Fitters, Lathers 
and Sheet Metal Workers, were permitted 
to return to work unde»- certain conditions, 
the effect of which was that at a further call 
from the Council, they were to once more 
strike. This latter they refused to do, and 
because of their dissent, the Building Trades 
Council imposed penalties to the amount of 
$200.00 in each case, and declared the or- 
ganization suspended from the Council until 
such time as the fine had been paid. Your 
Executive Council was asked by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor to effect some ad- 
justment, so as to permit of the re-affilia- 
tion of the organizations named with the 
Central Labor Union, and the Building 
Trades Council, but after thoroughly re- 
viewing the case, it was decided that the 
Department could not deny the right of 
the Boston Building Trades Council to dis- 
cipline the suspended local unions because 
of their failure to observe the laws of the 
Council. 

CHARTERS REVOKED. 

References have been made in the fore- 
going report to decisons rendered by your 
Executive Council between the United As- 
sociation of Journeymen ' Plumbers, Gas 
Fitters and Steam Fitters, and the Inter- 



national Association of Steam and 
Hot Water Fitters, in favor of the Hod 
Carriers and Building Laborers ; Brother- 
hood of Cement Workers, Ceramic, Mosaic, 
and Encaustic Tile Layers and the Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers. In carrying 
out these decisons, the local Councils 
effected were invariably given thirty days 
in which to comply by either requiring the 
offensive local unions to affiliate with their 
respective International Unions, or for 
failure to unseat the dual organizations. 
In every case the time limit given, has been 
extended, because of extenuating circum- 
stances, or manifest probability of the 
Council ultimately conforming to the de- 
cision. 

This rule has been found entirely satis- 
factory, except in five instances, namely 
Syracuse, N. Y., Washington, D. C., Cleve- 
land, Ohio, Toledo, Ohio, and Newark, N. 
J. Failure to respond, after ample time 
bad been allowed these cities, finally caused 
the revocation of the charters. In the 
case of Syracuse, N. Y., the Council ab- 
solutely refused to unseat the Steam Fit- 
ters, organized in defiance of and contrary 
to the decision of the Executive CounciJ, 
which local was accepted to membership by 
the Syracuse Council. 

The Washington, Cleveland and Toledo 
Councils either positively refused to unseat 
the hostile Electrical Workers irregularly 
retained in membership, or resorted to sub- 
terfuge by deferring the carrying out of the 
<i^ision, subject to the favorable votes of 
affiliated local unions on a referendum. In 
the case of Newark, N. J., the Council in 
question as previously reported, declined to 
seat dual unions of Tile Layers and Helpers, 
and refused to seat a regularly qualified 
union of Cement Workers, whereupon the 
charters held in the cities named were ac- 
cordingly revoked. 

The foregoing are a resume of the more 
important matters receiving consideration 
at the hands of the Executive Council It 
may be said without fear of successful' con- 
tradiction that in every case the most careful 
consideration was taken of the interests in- 
volved, consistent of course, with the aims 
and policies of the Department. 
Respectfully submitted. . 

JAS. KIRBY, 
GEO. F. HEDRICK, 
JAS. G. HANNAHAN, 
F. M. RYAN, 
WM. J. McSORLEY 
M. O'SULLIVAN, ' 
WM. J. SPENCER. 
Executive Committee. 

The report was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Executive Council's Report. 

At 5 :30 o'clock the convention was ad- 
journed to re-convene at 9 o'clock a. m., 
Tuesday, October 12th. 
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SECOND DAY— Tuesdiy Morning Session 



The convention was called to order at 
9 o'clock a. m., Tuesday, October 12th, 
President Kirby in the chair. 

Secretary Spencer called the roll of dele- 
gates. There were no absentees. 

Secretary Spencer read the following tele- 
grams, which were made part of the report 
of the convention : 

"Washington, D. C, Oct. 11, 1909. 
"James Kirby, 'President B. T. D., 

**Tampa Bay Hotel, Tampa, Fla. 
"Local Union No. 132, United Brother- 
hood of Carpenters and Joiners sends greet- 
ings and best wishes for the perfection of 
the Building Trades Department. 
"J. K. POTTER, 

Secretary Ex. Com.** 

"Washington, D. C, Oct. 11, 1909. 
"James Kirby, Pres., Wm. J. Spencer, Sec'y 

Building Trades Department, Tampa. 
"Bay Hotel, Tampa, Fla. 

"On behalf of American Federation of 
Labor, I send fraternal greetings to the 
delegates and oflScers of the Building Trades 
Department of the A. F. of L. In conven- 
tion assembled, with the expectation that the 
legislation enacted will assist materially 
in establisbiDg closer unity, greater soli- 



darity and a still more potent discipline of 
the organized wage workers of America. 
"FHANK MORRISON, 

"Secretary of A. F. of L." 

Delegate Ddfpy. — "This Is the day a 
reception is to be given in Washington in 
honor of President Gompers. As we are a 
component part of the American Federation 
of Labor, I think there should be some 
recognition of that occasion by the conven- 
tion. I therefore move that the oflScers of 
this convention send a telegram to be read 
at the reception to be given in honor of 
President Gompers." (Seconded and car- 
ried.) 

Secretary Spencer read the following com- 
munication : 

Tampa, Fla., Oct 11, 1909. 
"Wm. J. Spencer, Esq., Sec'y-Treas. 
"Building Trades Department, 
"American Federation of Labor. 
"Dear Sir and Brother : 

"Kindly inform Mr. James Kirby, Presi- 
dent of your department, that I, Geo. B. 
Gerau, am attending the convention of the 
Building Trades De^^artm^Tit Va. IXsa «s.SJc^ ^^^ 
Tampa, at t\ift \ii«X\?,"8v.\.\«tv c>\ XX^fe "^^3K5w^^ai* 
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Trades Council of California relative to the 
formation of tbe Protective Union-Labor 
Insurance Company, with the request that 
your President, Mr. Kirby, inform all the 
delegates in convention who are by this 
familiar with the modus-operandi of the 
proposition, that I am here in Tampa for 
the purpose of soliciting their endorsement. 
"Fraternally yours, 

"GEO. B. GERAU." 

President Kirbt. — "This is in regard to 
the insurance company Mr. Gerau is en- 
deavoring to promote. I have no doubt 
that most of you are familiar with its 
import. I think it is of enough Interest 
to merit some consideration." 

Delegate Duffy. — "In order to have 
this acted on In the proper manner, I move 
that a special committee of five be appointed 
by the chair to take this mater up, con- 
sider it and make a report to the conven- 
tion." 

The motion was seconded and carried, 
and President Kirby appointed as such 
special committee, Delegates Duffy, Tvelt- 
moe, McNulty and Vice-Presidents McSor- 
ley and Hannahan. 

Delegate Duffy moved that all resolutions 
and amendments to the laws be given to 
the oflScers of the convention, referred by 
them to the proper committees without be- 
ing read in the convention, and that they 
be printed in the daily proceedings before 
being acted on. (Seconded and carried.) 

In answer to a question by Secretary 
Spencer, Delegate Duffy stated that the mo- 
tion did not include telegrams and other 
communications. 

Secretary Spencer announced that com- 
munications had been received from vari- 
ous cities, asking for the next convention. 
Letters were read from the management of 
the Hotel Rudolph, Atlantic City ; from 
the Business Men's League, St. Louis ; from 
the Niagara Falls Bureau of Conventions, 
and from the Toledo Chamber of Commerce. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RULES 
AND ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Vice-President O'SuUivan, for the com- 
mittee, reported as follows : 

To the Officers and Delegates of the Se- 
cond Annual Convention of the Building 
Trades Department, Held at Tampa, Fla. 
RULES. 

We recommend the adoption of the fol- 



lowing rules for the government of the Con- 
vention : 

Rule 1. — The Convention shall be called 
to order at 9 a. m. and remain in session 
until 12 o'clock noon, re-assemble at 2 p. m., 
and continue in session until 5 :30 p. m., 
except on Saturday, which shall be a half- 
holiday. 

Rule 2. — If a delegate while speaking be 
called to order, he shall, at the request of 
the chair, take his seat until the question 
of order is decided. 

Rule 3. — Should two or more delegates 
rise to speak at the same time, the chair 
shall decide who is entitled to the floor. 
; Rule 4. — No delegate shall interrupt an- 
other in his remarks, except it be to call 
him to a point of order. 

Rule 5. — A delegate shall not speak more 
than once on the same subject until ail 
who wish to speak shall have had an op- 
portunity to do so. 

Rule 6. — A delegate shall not speak more 
than twice upon a question without per- 
mission from the convention. 

'Rule 7. — Speeches shall be limited to ten 
minutes, but the time of speaking may be 
extended by majority vote of the Convention. 

Rule 8. — A motion shall not be open 
for discussion until it has been seconded 
and stated from the chair. 

Rule 9. — At the request of five (5) mem- 
bers, the mover of a inollon shall be re- 
quired to reduce It to writing. 

Rule 10. — When a question is pending 
before the Convention, no motion shall be 
in order except to adjourn, to refer, for the 
previous question, to postpone indefinitely, to 
postpone for a certain time, to divide or 
amend, which motions shall have prece- 
dence in the order named. 

Rule 11. — A motion lo lay on the table 
shall not be debatable. 

Rule 12. — A motion to reconsider shall not 
be entertained unless made by a delegate 
who voted in the majority, and shall re- 
ceive a majority vote. 

Rule 13. — That if any member failing to 
answer roll-call shall be marked absent, 
but unavoidably absence, he may so report 
to the Secretary and be marked present. 

Rule 14. — It shall require at least twelve 
members to move the previous question. 

Rule 15. — All resolutions shall bear the 
signature of the introduced and the title of 
his union, and shall be presented in dup- 
licate. 

Rule 16. — No motion of resolution shall 
be voted upon until the mover or introducer 
has had a chance to speak, if he so desires. 

Rule 17.— The Convention shall sit in 
Executive session, and members of affllisted 
unions be permitted to occupy ^eats In the 
rear of the hall only, except when other- 
wise required by the delegates. 

B,u\e \^. — ^^o -cfe^oVvjitlon. shall be received 
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after 5 :30 p. m., Tuesday, October 12th, 
without the unanimous consent of the Con- 
vention. 

Rule 19. — At the request of one-fifth of 
the delegates present, a roll call shall be 
taken on any question. 

Rule 20. — Robert's rules of order shall 
be the guide on all matters not herein pro- 
vided for. 

(The above are the rules as amended.) 

Your Committee on Rules and Order of 
business recommended that section 29 of 
the Constitution and By-Laws oe amended to 
read as follows : 

Resolution of any character, or proposi- 
tions for changes in this Constitution, can- 
not be introduced in the Convention after 
the third day's session, except by unani- 
mous consent. 

REASONS. 

Your Committee make this recommenda- 
tion as they realize that sucn contingencies 
may arise as were exemplified at the open- 
ing of this Convention. When the Credential 
Committee was delayed in rendering Its re- 
port, this causing a delay of the President's, 
Secretary-Treasurer's and Executive Coun- 
cils* reports, which might provide material 
for Delegates to submit resolutions, which 
would be impossible to prepare in the limita- 
tion as set forth In Section 29 without get- 
ting the unanimous consent of the Conven- 
tion, which might not be secured on all oc- 
casions. 

M. O'SULLIVAN, 
THO^f. ATKINSON, 
HARVEY RAVEN, 
CHAS. ANDERSON, 
FRANK H. ALCOTT. 
On motion of Delegate Duffy, the report 
of the committee was taken up seriatim. 

Rules 1 to 17, Inclusive, were adopted 
without change or amendment. 

Delegate Ryan spoke in opposition to 
Rule No. 18, stating that it would be im- 
possible for delegates to prepare and pre- 
sent resolutions in the time allowed, as 
the reports of the oflScers were not read 
until the close of the first day's sessions. 
Delegate Duffy stated that the committee 
had provided for members of the organiza- 
tion, not delegates, to be seated in the rear 
of the hall, but that no provison had been 
made for the wives of the delegates to be 
admitted to the convention. 

Chairman O'Sullivan, of the committee, 
stated that it was an oversight on the part 
of the committee that provison for admit- 
ting the ladies had not been made, and 
moved that the chairman instruct Delegate 
DuflPy to Inform the ladies attending the 
convention that they were privileged to 



occupy seats in the hall when they wished 
to attend the sessions. (Seconded and 
carried.) 

President Kikby. — "Delegate Duffy is so 
delegated." 

Vice President McSorley. — "I move as an 
amendment to the rules the addition of the 
following: "At the request of one-fifth of 
the delegates present, a roll cnli shall Ix* 
taken on anv question." (Seconded and 
ojirried.) 

Delegate Ryan. — "I move the adopti'>»* 
of the Rules as a whole, except that part 
which requires action by the Committee en 
Laws." (Seconded and carried.) 

Delegate Gervaise, of the Journeymen 
Stone Cutters* Association, stated that in 
the beautiful decorations of the hall, there 
were a number of American flags, but that 
no Union Jack appeared, although the or- 
ganizations represented in the convention 
were international, and there were Cana- 
dian delegates present. 

President Kirby stated that the hall had 
been decorated by the hotel management, 
that it was difl&cult to secure a British flag 
for the present convention, but the request 
would be included in the report, and at 
future conventions both flags could be used 
in decorating the convention hall. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 

FINANCE. 
Delegate Badgley, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee, reported as follows : 

Tampa, Fla., Oct. 12, 1909. 

To the Officers and Delegates of the Se- 
cond Annual Convention of the Building 
Trades Department of the American Fe- 
deration of Labor : 

We, your Finance Committee, appointed 
by President Kirby, to audit books and 
accounts of the Department, beg leave to 
submit to you the following as our report : 

The Committee convened at the Tampa 
Bay Hotel, Friday, October 8. Secretary 
Spencer placed at our disposal all books, re- 
ceipts and documents connected with the 
financial part of the Department. 

Your Committee went carefully and sys- 
tematically Into the details of the finances, 
taking each item of receipts and expenses 
separately. For each item of receipts found 
In the stub receipt book, credit for same 
was found in day book and ledger, and for 
all moneys paid out we found on file signed 
receipts for same. 

Our audit of the accounts show the re- 
ceipts of the Department from all sources 
from October 1, 1908, to August 31, 1909, 
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to be $15,942.22 

Balance on hand, Oct. 1, 1908 1,060.99 

Grand total 17,003.21 

Total disbursements 14,724.53 

Balance on hand Sept. 1, 1909..$ 2,278.68 
We desire to commend Secretary-Treas- 
nrer Spencer for the neat, systematic and 
business-like manner m which his books 
are kept. 

THOMAS G. BADGLBY, 

Chairman. 
MARTIN E. GOELLNITZ, 
CLARENCE E. SWICK, 

Secretary. 

The report of the committee was adopted 
as read. 

REPORT OP COMMITTEE ON CRE- 
DENTIALS. 

Tampa, Fla., Oct. 12, 1909. 
"To the Officers and Delegates of the Build- 
ing Trades Department of the A. F. of L. : 
"We, your Committee on Credentials, de- 
sire to report further to the convention as 
follows : 

"D. d'Alessandro, of the Hod Carriers and 
Building Laborers, has presented credentials. 
The committee recommends that he be 
seated." 

The recomendation of the committee was 
concurred in, and Delegate d'Alessandro 
was seated. 

"We further recommend that George A. 
Halley, of the Building Trades Department 
of Denver and vicinity, be given the priv- 
ilege of the floor, with no voice or vote." 



(Signed.) THOMAS B. BADGLBY, 
MARTIN B. GOELLNITZ, 
CLARENCE E. SWICK. 
Committee on Credentials. 

Dblbgate Soloman — "I believe the chair 
ruled yesterday that such representatives of 
Building Trades Councils would be given 
the privilege of the floor to discuss matters 
affecting their own departments." 

President Kirbt — "The same ruling will 
apply to all such delegates that are seated.** 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Delegate d'Alessandro stated that he had 
met President Gompers of the American 
Federation of Labor in New York on the 
9th of October, and that he had requested 
that his best wishes be conveyed to th* 
convention. 

Vice President McSorley. — "In order 
to facilitate the business of the convention, 
I move that we adjourn to nine o'clock 
to morrow morning." (Seconded, but not 
carried. ) 

President Kirby announced that resoln- 
tions would be received by the officers at 
any time during the day, that they would 
be referred to the proper committees and 
printed in the- minutes of Tuesday's ses- 
sions. 

No other business coming before the con- 
vention, the rules were suspended, and an 
adjournment taken to 2 p. m. 



FOURTH DAY— Thursday Evening Session 



The convention was called to order at 2 
o'clock p. m., Tuesday, October 12th, Presi- 
dent Kirby in the chair. 

Absentees : Raven, Rau, Solomon, Garrett 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LAW. 

Delegate McNulty, Chairman of the com- 
mittee, reported as follows : 

"Section No. 28 of the Constitution reads 
as follows : 'Resolutions of any character 
or propositions for changes in this consti- 
tution cannot be Introduced in the conven- 
tion after the second day's session, except 
by unanimous consent.* 

"Your Committee on Rules recommends 
that the above law be changed by substi- 
tuting the third day's session instead of 
the second day's session. Your Committee 
on Laws recomemnds that this be not con- 
curred in. 



(Signed.) "Frank Duppt, Chainnan. 
"F. J. McNdltt, Secretary, 
"Matt Comerpord, 
"J. C. Bahlhorn, 
"Frank Fbbnby.** 

Delegate Ryan Spoke in opposition to 
the report of the committee, and said In 
part : "When that law was enacted it was 
the intent that we would have two days in 
which to introduce resolutions. In this 
convention we have had but one full day 
in which to introduce resolutions. For 
reasons beyond the power of the delegates 
the proceedings have been delayed. We 
come here to transact business and we ought 
to take time to do it, and to do it well. If 
the report of the Committee on Law is 
concurred in I do not think the intent and 
spirit of the law will be carried out." 
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President Kirby — "If the law remains 
as it is the time for submitting resolutions 
will end at 7 o'clock tonight. After that It 
will require unanimous consent to introduce 
resolutions." 

Delegate Duffy spoke in support of the 
report of the Committee^ on Law, and said 
in part : "Two days is ample time for the 
delegates to Introduce resolutions. I agree 
with the delegate who preceded me that we 
ought to do our business well ; but if we 
are going to allow resolutions to be intro- 
duced until the end of the third day, and 
then have only three days for the com- 
mittees to consider them and have them 
discussed in the convention you will compel 
them to work day and night to do it. If 
the convention is willing to take part or all 
of next week to finish its work I will stay 
here until the gavel drops, but other dele- 
gates will not. It 1^ the general feeling 
of the delegates that we ought to get 
through this week. If we are to do that the 
resolutions must be in early, for we have a 
vast amount of work to do. There will be 
hearing after hearing on these resolutions." 

Delegate Raven spoke In favor of the 
recommendation of the Committee on Rules. 

Delegate McNulty spoke in support of 
report of the Committee on Law, and said 
in part : "The change that has been recom- 
mended will, if adopted, be legislation for 
future conventions, not for this one. If 
we are to hold for only a week* two days* 
is sufllclent time for the introduction of 
resolutions. Unless the convention wishes 
to hold its sessions for more than one week 
we must follow the law of our organization 
that existed before we came to this con- 
vention." 

Delegate Crampton — "It is true we knew 
the law existed before we came to this con- 
vention, but we did not know that the first 
day would be taken from us as a part of 
the time devoted to the introduction of 
resolutions. It seems to me there must be 
an intent rather to prevent the proper trans- 
action of the business of the Department 
than to facilitate it." 

Delegate Combrford, In discussing the 
question, said In part : "There has been 
no more time wasted in this convention 
than In the last. If you wish to prolong 
the convention beyond the first week I am 
with you to extend the time for introducing 
resolutions ; but if these resolutions are 
all to receive proper consideration this week 
they ought to be in the hands of the com- 



mittees within two days. I say we have 
had two full days for the introduction of 
resolutions. Your committee believes that 
Is sufficient time, and that the other four 
days ought to be devoted to their consider- 
ation." 

Vice President O'Sullivan — "As one of 
the Committee on Rules that Drought in the 
recommendation, I wish to say we had no 
other motive in offering it than to give the 
delegates sufficient time to prepare and in- 
troduce resolutions. We did not offer It 
for the purpose of delaying the proceedings. 
The recommendation Is before the delegates 
and they can act on it as they see fit." 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
Committee on Law was lost. 

Delegate Raven — "l move that the 
recommendation of the Committee on Rules 
be adopted." (Seconded.) 

President Kirby — "This convention is 
working under our present constitution. 
The constitution we will adopt here, after it 
Is approved in Its entirety, will become the 
law of the convention, and not until then." 

Delegate Ryan — "Is it within tue power 
of the convention to change the rules?" 

President Kibry — "This is a constitu- 
tional question." 

Delegate Macfarlane — "The Committee 
on Rules reported on a set of rules to 
govern this convention. The question now 
under discussion is a question of law. We 
cannot have a section ol the constitution 
changed by a recommendation of the Com- 
mittee on Rules. If you want to amend 
the Constitution go at it m the regular 
way." 

Delegate McNulty — "All the Committee 
on Law had before it was the law of our 
Department. It is not within the province 
of the Committee on Rules or the chairman 
to say that the law we enact at one con- 
vention does not stand until legally amend- 
ed. Such a position would be wrong. I 
hope we will all endeavor to live up to the 
laws we make and that they will be re- 
spected until we amend them." 

Delegate Ryan — "Do you not consider 
that we have been deprived of a constitu- 
tional right in being limited to one day?" 

Delegate McNulty — "We lost the same 
amount of time in previous conventions. It 
took about the same time for the officers 
to read their reports." 

A motion to adopt the recommendation 
of the Committee on Rules, that the con- 
vention allow t\i^ VattQ^wtWotv «it x^^Ok»JCvss^'^ 
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until the end of the third day, was lost. 

President Kirby asked for reports of 
committees. The Committees on the reports 
of the President, the Secretary-Treasurer 
and the Executive Council reported progress. 

Delegate Ryan — "The Committee on 
Resolutions can make a partial report.'* 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESO- 
LUTIONS. 
Delegate Ryan, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee, reported as follows : 

Resolution No. 12 — By C. B. Tholin and 
John Sandgren, New York : 

New York, September 18, 1909. 
Dear Sirs and Fellow Workers : 

Referring to the enclosed statement of 
the general strike in Sweden, we, the under- 
signed, duly authorized delegates from the 
Swedish National organization of workers, 
earnestly appeal to you to hasten to the sup- 
port of the striking Swedish workers in 
order to help them to fight their great battle 
to a successful finish. All contributions 
are to be s^nt to Landssekretariatet, Stock- 
holm;. Sweden. 

Thankin? you In advance for any assis- 
tance rendered, we remain, 

Yours for international solidarity, 
C. E. THOLIN, 
JOHN SANDGREN. 

The Swedish strike, now in its fifth week, 
continues with unabated energy. Yesterday 
C. E. Tholin and John Sandgren, the Swed- 
ish delegates who were sent here by the 
strikers to collect funds, received the fol- 
lowing cable dispatch : 

Stockholm, Sweden, August 31, 1909. 

In their struggle for their rights to or- 
ganize the Swedish working class has now 
conducted its general strike for four weeks. 

Hitherto the Government has remained 
passive, but now it and society outside of 
the workers have openly turned against the 
strikers. Reckless lies are being circulated 
against the working class. 

In spite of this, in spite of threatening 
hunger, in spite of all that the ruling class 
may do we are determined to stick it out. 
The situation remains unchanged, and un- 
broken ranks of workingmen confront the 
employers. 

The class spirit is strong, and the strikers 
are determined on "no surrender," up to the 
last ditch. 

We are cheered and sustained by what 
the workingmen of all European countries 
are doing to aid us. They are devoted to 
our cause and support it magnificently. 

Looking to\^-ard America we are counting 
on the sympathy of our class brothers there. 
We dare to c^unt on their powerful 
economic assistance which is now necessary 
for us in our struTirle, 

L V NDSSKRET A RIATET, 
HERMAN LINDQVIST, 
ERNST SOEDERBERG. 

The committee reported as follows on the 
appeal : We heartily sympathize ; with the 
movement, and committed it to our inter- 



national organizations and central bodies for 
prompt and favorable action. The laws of 
the Building Trades Department of the 
American Federation of Labor make no 
provision for expenditures of this character. 
We can but express our sincere wishes for 
the success and , final triumph of our 
Swedish brethem. 

F. M. RYAN, Chairman. 

.TOHN F. KENNEDY, 

JO EVANS. 

P. H. MALLOY, 

C. W. RAU. 

On motion of Delegate McNulty the re- 
port of the committee was concurred in. 

Chairman Ryan anounced the nature of 
the resolutions the committee would con- 
sider Tuesday evening, and notified all those 
interested to be present at the hearings. 

In reply ot a question by Delegate Solo- 
man President Kirby stated that all resolu- 
tions introduced up to Tuesday evening 
would appear in the printed minutes to be 
distributed Wednesday morning. He stated 
further that if a resolution should be acted 
on by a committee without giving those in- 
terested in it a chance to be heard, or 
notifying them to be present, it would be 
referred back to the committee. 

Vice President McSorley — "As there 
are no other committees ready to report, 
and in order to facilitate business by allow- 
ing the committees to work, I move that the 
rules be suspended and that we adjourn 
until 9 o'clock tomorrow morning.** (Sec- 
onded. ) 

Pbesident Kirby — "I will be in the hotel 
until the last of the copy for today's pro- 
ceedings gbes to the printer, and will receive 
any resolutions the delegates wish to present 
up to that time." 

The motion offered by Vice President Mc- 
Sorley was carried, and at 3 :30 the con- 
vention was adjourned to 9 o*clock a. m., 
Wednesday, October 13th. 
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The following resolutions were introduced 
and by the President referred to the various 
committees : 

Resolution No. 1 — By Delegates Frank 
Duffy, D. F. Featherston, D. K. Deegon, W. 
B. iViaciarlane. t:. J. Henderson, J. T. Cos- 
grove, of the United Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters and Joiners of America., 

Whereas, Section 43 of the laws of the 
Building Trades Department specifies tlie 
otiiceis of local councils and their duties 
with the exception of the duties of the 
Board of Trustees, therefore,, be it 

Resolved, That the duties of the Board of 
Trustees be clearly sptcified in the laws of 
the Building Trades Department. 

■ Referred to the Committee on Law. 

Resolution No. 2 — By Delegates Frank 
Duffy, D. F. Featherston, D. K. Deegon, W. 
B. Macfarlane, E. J. Henderson, J. T. Cos- 
grove, of the United Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters and Joiners of America. 

Wherea.s. rt the formation of the Build- 
ing Trades Department of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor at the 27th Annual Con- 
vention of the American federation of La- 
bor held in Norfolk, Virginia, in 1007, it 
was distinctly understood, and so recorded, 
that only building trades organizations 
affliiatid witb the American Federation of 
Labor would be entitled to membership in 
the Building Trades Department, and 

Whereas, Local Building Trades Depart- 
ments, or Councils, have been formed con- 
trary to these instructions, in which leavers 
and Rammers. Art Glass Workors, Brick- 
layers and Masons, Vat and Tank Builders 
and others have been admitted, thereby 
causing much dissatisfaction and discontent 
amon'^ the legitimate building trades affili- 
ated with the I^uildinsr Trades Department 
of the American Federation of Labor, there- 
fore, be it 

Rrisolvvd, That only building trades or- 
ganizations affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor and In ^rood standing 
with that body shall be eligible to member- 
ship in the Building? Trades Department and 
its subordinate branches or councils. 

Referred to the Committee on Law. 

Resolution No. 3 — By DeleQ:ates Frank 
Duffy, D. F. Featherston, D. 1^. Deegon, W. 
B. Macfarlane, E. J. Henderson, J. T. Cos- 
grove, of the United Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters and Joiners of America. 

Whereas, Section i>4 of the Constituion 
and By-Laws of the Building Trades De- 
partment specifics that all demands for in- 
crea.sed wa-os or reduction Of hours must 
be submitted to the local Council and re- 
ceive its approval, and under no consider- 



ation shall a Local Union or Unions of any 
organization affiliated with mis Department 
be allowed to inaugurate strikes without the 
local council's consent, and 

Whereas, the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners of America reserve 
the right to make demands for better work- 
ing conditions, increased pay or shorter 
workday in accordance with its laws as laid 
down in its General Constitution, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That Local Unions of any affili- 
ated organization may go on strike without 
having the consent of the Building Trades 
Council with which they are affiliated, but 
they shall not be entitled to the support or 
sympathy of the other trades affiliated, and 
must not involve other trades In any man- 
ner In their dispute. 

Referred to Committee on Law. 

Resolution No. 4 — By Delegates Frank 
Duffy, D. F. Featherston, D. K. Deegon, W. 
B. Macfarlane, E. J. Henderson, J. T. Cos- 
grove, of the United Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters and Joiners of America. 

Whereas, much dissatisfaction is caused 
on account of the representation of Local 
Unions and District Councils of the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of 
America in local Building Trades Councils 
chartered by the Building Trades Depart- 
ment of the American Federation of Labor, 
and 

Whereas, such representation is not in 
accord with the taxation levied — the minor- 
ity controlling the majority while the ma- 
jority pays the freight, therefore, be it 

Ri solved. That representation of all 
bodies affiliated with the Department, 
whether locally or nationally, be re'^ulated 
proportionately, according to taxation paid. 

Referred to the Committee on Law. 

Resoltuion No. 5 — By Delegates Frank 
Duffy, D. F. Featherston, D. K. Deegon, W. 
B. Macfarlane, E. J. Henderson, J. T. Cos- 
grove, of the United Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters and Joiners of America. 

Whereas, the laws governing the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of 
America are made by referendum vote of 
its members — a two-thirds vote of all mem- 
be s Ncting bi'iug necessary to make them 
law. and 

Whereas, Section 39 of the Constitution 
of the Building Trades Department irovern- 
\n^. local councils specifies that all laws and 
rules of Local Councils shall be submitted to 
all affiliated Locals for a referendum vote, 
a majority vote of the Locals affiliated to 
be necessary for adoption of same ; pro- 
vided, however, that such laws or rules 
have been previously forwardid to the Gen- 
eral Office for a\)^rox«LV, wi^ 
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Whekejis. Section 30 conflicts with the 
method and manner u-s^d by th«» United 
Brotherhood of CaiT»*^nt*T5 and Joiners of 
America in making itit laws, and 

Wheeeas. the Consiiration of the United 
Brotherhood of Carp^ntT;* and Joiners of 
America prohibits any of its rnion* from 
alliliatinsr with Central Bodies whose Con- 
stitnti'^ns or Bt-I^ws conflict with those 
of the U. B-. th«*rffore. be it 

Rfifolrfd. that all local laws, before b«- 
coming or^rative and in force, be submit- 
ted to referendam vote of th** memN-rs of 
the organizations affiliated, a two-thirds ma- 
jority vote of all members voting being 
nece«sary to make it law. 

RffcTTed to the Committee on Law. 

Resolution No. 6. — By Delegates Frank 
Duffy. D. F. Featherston. D. K. Deepon, W. 
B. Macfarlane. E. J. Henderson. J. T. Cos- 
gTovf'. of th*» T'nited Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters and Joiners of America. 

WHEKEA.S, the 27th Annual Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor levied 
an a.^s<>ssment on all organizations affiliated 
therewith to be use<f for organizing pur- 
poses in the City of Los Angeles. Califor- 
nia, and 

Wf'K'ihAS. said a*isessment which amount- 
ed to about 116.000.00 is now about spent, 
and 

Whzbeas. it is claimed the Building 
Trades received no benefits from said fund 
in any manner, and 

Whebeas. it is further claimed that now 
is the time for organizing work to be done 
in Los Angeles among the men engaged in 
tho Building Industrj*. therefore, be it 

Resolved, that the Building Trades De- 
partment srive special attention to the work 
of organization in the City of Los Angeles 
and that each National and International 
organization be requested to send a repre- 
sentative to Los Angeles at the same time 
so that a concentrated effort may be made 
to induce the non-tmion men in the Build- 
ing Trades Industry to join the organization 
of their craft. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution Xo. 7 — By Jo Evans, Journey- 
men Stone Cutters' Association of North 
America. 

Whereas, The "National Cut Stone Con- 
structor's Association," in Convention at 
Niatrara Falls, Sept. 18, 1909, unanimously 
endorsed and pledged its support to- the 
••National Stone Cutters' Society" of the 
United States and Canada, 

.\NP Whkkeas. the "National Stone Cut- 
ters' Society" is an orsranization, inaugurated, 
sustained and managed by the "Cut Stone 
Contractors* .Association" for the sole pur- 
pose of dl^ruptinET and destroying the "Jour- 
neymen Stone Cutters' Association of North 
America." 

T//^ mf'mf'prfthiT) of the "National Stone 
Cutters* Association is composed ol de- 



serters from the parent body, assisted by 
invt'terate non-union men. They are shipped 
fr«-»m plac<* to p>.c<» and u«^ by the Con- 
tractors" A-'^'Ciaiion as "strike-breakers" in 
case of trouble, and are a constant menace 
to th*» p^-ac* and prosperity of the Cut Stone 
Inda>try. 

W}:fk»-as. th*» Journeymen Stone Cutters' 
As<«x*iation of North .\merica is one of the 
old'^st and mo<t conservative of crafts, with 
an *^nv = r»M.' r»-«.rd in the history of trade 
rni«'ni<io. and is affiliated with the Build- 
in ? Tra.l.i; I»ei»artment and the American 
FMl*=-raii''n of Labttr. 

And Whereas. The "Jonmeymen Stone 
CTittr-rs' Ass<xMation" has used every hon- 
o'a'>I»^ nr ^ns to «'ffpct a reconciliation with 
the "National Stone Cutters' Society." 
finally pres- ntinT a proposition to take their 
ro^-n^'.^rs into the Association entirely free 
of charee. which proposition would be suc- 
cessful wer** it not for the pernicious activ- 
ity of the Cut Stone Contractors' Association 
iii promoting discord with a dual organiza- 
tion 

Thrreforr. Be It Renolred, That the 
PniMing Trades I>partment of the ,\merican 
Federation in Convention a«5sembled, at 
Tamna. Florida, October 11th. 1909. do 
hereby declare our fealty and loyalty to the 
Journeymen Stone Cutters' Association of 
North .Vmerica, in defence of their organiza- 
tion, and that we extend to them our un- 
divided allegiance and support. 

And Be It Further Resolved, That any 
attempt to disrupt or menace the J. S. of 
N. A. on th<» T>art of the Cut Stone Con- 
tractors' .\ssociation will be regarded as a 
declaration of war. and be treateu accord- 
ingly. 

All locals affiliated with the B. T. D. of 
the A. F. of L., are instructed to assist the 
Journeymen Stone Cutters' .\ssociation to the 
fullest extent of their power, in preserving 
and maintaining their rights. 

Re sol red. That a copy of these resolu- 
tions be sent to the Cut Stone Contractors' 
Association ^ith the seal of and signature 
of the B. T. D. of the A. F. of L. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 8 — By E. H. Shave and 
P. H. O'Connell. Building Trades Department 
of Savannah, Ga., and Vicinity : 

Building Trades Department, 

Of the American Federation of Labor. 
Savannah. Ga., and Vicinity. 

Savannah, Ga., Oct. 9, 1909. 
To the Officers and Delegates of Building 
Trades Department, A. F. of L., in Con- 
vention assembled. 
Greeting : 

At a regular meeting of the Savannah, 
Ga.. Building Trades held on date, Oct 4th. 
As per request of Savannah Building 
Trades the Secretary was instructed to 
write your honorable body and inform the 
Executive Board that owing to the chaotic 
condition of affairs in trade movement lines 
in Savannah, that your honorable body com- 
mission some one of its officers to give the 
city referred to immediate consideration 
after adjournment of Convention now as- 
semYAe^. 
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Buch good will be accomplished and 

the Bnllding Trades of Savannah, Ga. 

inject new life in the trade movement 

•ally in the city. 

anklng you in advance for the favor, 

imaln. 

Fraternally yours, 

B. H. SHAVE, President. 

P. J. O'CONNELL. 

ling Trades Department, 
lerlcan Federation of Labor. 
Savannah, Ga., and Vicinity. 

Savannah, Ga., Oct. 8, 1909. 
rs. Frank DuflPy and Wm. J. Spencer, 
Dear Sirs and Bros. 

rebuttal to communication of F. H. 
in. President of Carpenters' District 
ell, under date of Sept. 22d, we wish to 

RST The three white locals of our city 
d almost a unanimous vote to remain 
ited. Our local No. 1847 voted 
imously, said vote was not counted by 
lating Committee. 

COND. They had no lawful reason for 
action as the B. T. D. has only executed 
aw as laid down by all crafts affiliated 

said body by reference as you see by 
iplet enclosed. 

[iRD. The present business agent was 
telection of majority of crafts affiliated 
ir records show, the vote taken as fol- 
with reierence to section 29 of our local 
ws. 
URTH. All crafts have been furnished 

minutes of the meetings as far as it 
possible to do so. We acknowledge a 
gence of two or three on account of the 
ge of secretaries in the Department. 
BTH. In regard to the financial state- 
will say same was furnished when 
I for properly signed by our Executive 
^rs as it was not deemed necessary to 

any further signatures attached there- 

STH. As to the matter of putting Con- 
ors on the unfair list, we will say 

all members affiliated are subjects to 
laws of our Department and that all 
s should have and the intention of the 
rtment was that they were notified 
opies of minutes furnished by our Re- 
ng Secretary. 

VENTH. The business agent was in- 
ted to call all union men off said jobs 

non-union men appeared on said jobs, 
!arpenters alone, but all affiliated crafts, 
he situation appeared Carpenters -and 
Plumber were all that were found on 
jobs at this particular time. The Car- 
ers all refusod to come off, likewise the 
lone Plumber. 
GHTH. As regards the other crafts 

say that charges are now pending 
ist Painters for refusing to come off 
id jobs, the Carpenters refusing in ad- 
^, hence thp action of Painters re- 
d to he called off. 

NTH. As to business agent working a 
ti Painter on the inside of a house and 
mion being on the outside, said Union 
ter had a contract to do the paper 
Ing on the inside in advance and It 
not deemed necessary by the business 
: to take said Union Painters off as it 



was a job that could not be handled by the 
Department, and as to leading Contractors 
not allowing business agent to come on jobs, 
he was only instructed by foreman of one 
Contractor and this was a fight pnre and 
simple to get the Carpenters disrupted, and 
to our regret he has succeeded. 

Tenth. Furthermore, we will say that 
the President of Carpenters' Council is not 
on the inside of the Master Builders' Asso- 
ciation, but that the Central bodies Execu- 
tive Board view the matter in a different 
light, and had the Carpenters stayed in line 
all jobs in the city would have remained 
on the fair list with exception of two, and 
as to reference to last paragraph, we desire 
to say that the Treasurer of the Department 
is at present working in a saloon and had 
been for a period of a short time, but he is 
a staunch Union man and handles the cause 
with credit to himself and his fellow con- 
stituents and it is the desire of his Local 
(Plumbers No. 188) that he represent them 
in our Department, he never drinks a drop 
of whiskey or beer. 

Trusting that our International Bodies 
will do all to assist us in getting the Car- 
penters back in line as it is being the 
cause of disrupted organized labor in our 
city, and putting jobs unfair to other 
crafts. By introduction by the masses of 
non-union labor. 

E. H. SHAVE, Pres. 
P. J. O'CONNELL, Sec, 

Savannah, Ga., Sept. 22, 1909. 
Mr. Frank Duffy. 

Dear Sir and Bro. : 

I am sorry to have to communicate with 
you and have to inform you that the Car- 
penters of this city have withdrawn from 
the Building Trades Department, Sept. 21, 
1909. Myself, and I am in favor of the B. 
T. D., but 90 per cent, of the members are 
against it, in the way It is being run. The 
whole matter dates back to the matter of 
the Business Agent. 

The present Business Agent is not to the 
selection of the Carpenters, not one per 
cent, being in favor with him, as to some 
of the reasons why they withdraw and have 
enough to fill a book. 

D. C. has been without the minutes of 
the B. T. D. meeting, time and again. 
Last nisrht we had a communication, the 
second in six weeks. 

Building Trades Department has never 
given to the Council a financial report of 
their standing since they were formed until 
August, when the D. C. demanded of them 
three times before they got it. And the 
report read that they were $111.50 in debt 
to Sept. 1st. Now, this report was sent in 
signed by the President, Business Agent and 
the Treasurer of the H. T. D. After they 
had made it out they wanted the rest of the 
band to sign, which they refused to do. 
To get back at the Carpenters, four mem- 
bers of the Executive Board declared a 
number of our largest Contractors on the 
unfair list and never notified the D. C. of 
their action, so the D. C. could notify the 
various locals. After the Executive Board 
had put these Contractors on the unfair 
list they demanded of the Business Agent 
to call off every Union Carpenter wroking 
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for these Contractors. The next day Paint- 
ers, Plumbers and Electrical Workers who 
are affiliated with the T. B. D., went to work 
on the same Jobs and were never ordered 
off. 

I was at a meeting of the B. T. D. 
when the Business A^ent stated that a non- 
union Painter was workinsr on the outside 
of a bouse, a man belon^ln? to Painters' 
Local No. 30 on the inside and a Union 
Plumbor on the inside, and he was in- 
structed to allow the Fnion men to work, 
but thoy must not allow the non-union men 
to come on the Inside of the buildlnf? to 
work. Do they call that unionism? Now 
the Contractors very near to the man. 
that is our local Contractors have notified 
thei»* foremen Carpenter's to not allow the 
Bus1ne«5s Agents on their lobs, and if they 
Insisted on coming on the ,1obs to notify 
the police department and have him ar- 
rested. Now the feelings of the men are 
so bitter that they say they will follow 
his directions, and if the matter should sro 
on sixty days lonrrer as it has in the last 
two weeks the Contractors would declare 
open shons and a ten-hour work day. which 
I know they have under consideration at 
the present time, and if two or three men 
of the B. T. D. to pet the Carpenters in 
such a mess with charges from 12 to 20 
members at each meetin*' against the Car- 
penters, with only one Plumber up In the 
last two months, you can see how the Car- 
penters take it. 

I will say. Mr. Duffy, that on^ man of the 
B. T. D. and President of the Plumbers* Lo- 
cal, is in the rum business, which is against 
our by-laws. 

Now, sir, taking all things into consider- 
ation, the Carpenters took a reference 
vote and the vote cast was to withdraw from 
the B. T. D. D. C. counted the votes last nisrht 
and so declared that the Carpenters with- 
draw from the B. T. D., but I will say that 
at any time matters are settled to th» satis- 
faction of the Carpenters they will stand 
by the B. T. D. 

Yours, 

(Signed.) F. H. MARTIN, 

Prea. of D. C. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 9 — By J. M. McLane, J. 
T. Clapp, C. S. Buck, of the Carpenters' 
District Council of Denver, Colo. 

Denver, Colo., Oct. 1, 1909. 
Mr. Wm. J. Spencer, 

Secretary B. T. Dept.. A. F. of L. 
Tampa, Fla. 
Dear Sir and Brother: 

I am enclosing herewith the appeal taken 
by the Carpenters' District Council from 
the decision of Pres. James Kirby, ordering 
the Carpenters of Denver to reafflliate with 
the Local Building Trades Council of this 
city. 

Fraternally, 

J. C. CLAPP, 
Sec'y.-Treas. 



Office of 
Secretary-Treasurer. 
Carpenters* District Council, 
Denver and Vicinity. 

Denver, Colo., July 14, 1909. 
Wm. J. Spkncer, Re&y-Treas., 

Buildln«r Trades Department, A. F. of L., 
Washington, D. C. 
Dear Sir : 

The Carpenters' District Council of Den- 
ver, Colo., hereby notifies the Building 
Trades Department of the A. F. of L., that 
it has appealed to the next Convention of 
the Department, from the order of President 
Kirby, as contained in his letter to it of 
date of June 12, '09, ordering? it to re- 
afflliate with the Local Building Trades 
Council, on or before the first meeting in 
.Tuly. '09. for the reason that the President 
had no atithoritv to issue such an order to 
any Local or District Council of any or- 
crani/ation that is nationally affiliated with 
the Buildin^r Trades Denartment of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Sec. 37 of the Building Trades Depart- 
ment Constitution provides for such orders 
being issued only to the national head of 
any erranlzation afflliated nationally with 
the Bulldin^r Trades Department of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

(Signed.) .L M. McLANE, 

J. T. CLAPP, 
C. S. BUCK, 

Commi-ttee. 

Referred to Adjustment Committee. 
Resolution No. 10 — By Building Trades 
Council of Milwaukee, Wis. 

Milwaukee, Wis., Oct. 6, '09. 
Mr. Wm. J. Spencer, 

Washington, D. C. 
Dear Sir and Brother : 

Your favor of the 13th regarding the 
Electrical Workers and requesting the Lo- 
cal Council to unseat L. U. 494 of that 
organizs^tion was received and read at the 
meeting of the Council. 

In reply permit me to say that the Mil- 
waukee Council by unanimous vote decided 
not to comply with the request. Local 
Union No. 494 is and has always been one 
of the staunchest unions of the Building 
Trades, loyal to the Trades Union move- 
ment, ready at all times to render assis- 
tance, morally and financially wherever and 
whenever necessary. In view of these facts 
it wduld seem cruel, ungrateful, unjust, yea 
Inhuman and contrary to true Trades Union 
principles, to expel that local, the pride 
of the Milwaukee Council, Just to gratify 
the whims of a few men. 

Whatever the cause of the internal strike 
of the I. B. E. W. may be it should be left 
to the warring factions to settle the diffi- 
culty among themselves without the inter- 
ference of the A. F. of L. or its Executive 
Council. The Milwaukee Council deems It 
high time that the despotic power of the A. 
F. of L. and its Executive Council be cur- 
tailed, as enclosed resolution, submitted by 
a disinterested party and endorsed by the 
Council will show. We do not deem it with- 
in the province of the A. F. of L. to meddle 
with such squabbles and believe that if 
both factions had been thrown out and told 
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to come back after settling their differences, 
peace would reign within the ranks of the 
Electrical Workers at the present time. 

While we deeply deplore the state of 
affairs, hoping for a speedy adjustment and 
a reunited I. B. E. W., yet the Milwaukee 
Council is determined to stand by Local 
494 at all hazards. I was directed to for- 
ward enclosed resolution which was adopted 
without a dissenting vote. 
Fraternally. 
JOHN b^HWEIGERT, Sec, 
Seal attached. Milwaukee Council. 

RESOLUTION. 

Milwaukee, Wis., Sept. 23, 1909. 

Resolved, by the Building Trades Council 
of Milwaukee, alBliated with the Department 
of Building Trades of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, that as the trade union is a 
voluntary association or organization of 
men working in a certain industry in which 
eiach and every member has or should have 
a voice and vote in the transaction of its 
business, the enactment of its laws and the 
selection of its officers, this is true Demo- 
cracy — it is therefore establishing a danger- 
ous precedent, when this basic principle of 
democratic form of government is in any 
way curtailed or abolished within the trade 
union movement. Be it further 

Resolved, that we believe that in order 
to carry out this principle of democracy 
that the controversy now going on between 
the members of the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers, as to who shall 
serve them as their officials should be de- 
cided by the members of that organization 
and that no Executive Council of the A. F. 
of L. or any other Executive Council or 
any other body of men has the right to 
support certain members, right or wrong, 
to remain, or be declared to be the recog- 
nized officers. Be it further 

Resolved, that if the constitution of the 
A. F. of L. or of the Building Trades De- 
partment grants the power of Autocratic 
Government to the Executive Council, there- 
fore then it is high time that these con- 
stitutions be changed and that this tyranic 
domination of autocratic power of govern- 
ment on the part of the Executive Coun^ 
cils be abolished as it is a direct interfer- 
ence in the self-povernment of National 
and International Unions and will result in 
the complete annihiliation of the trade 
union movement of America. Be it further 

Resolved, by the Building Trades Council 
of the city of Milwaukee, affiliated with the 
Department of Building Trades of the A. F. 
of L., that we refuse to assist any mis- 
leaders of labor of any Labor organization 
or allow them to use this Council as a 
subterfuge to carry out their nefarious 
scheme to abolish the democratic form of 
government in the Trade Union. Be it 
further 

Resolved, that if found necessary to 
violate existing constitutional laws that we 
will do so to maintain this principle of true 
democratic form of government for the 
Trade Unions. 

Adopted and endorsed by the Milwaukee 
Council and ordered forwarded to the B. 
T. Dept. 
(Signed.) JOHN SCHWEIGERT, Be&y. 



Oct. 5, 1909. 

Mr. John Schwbigert, 

505 Fifteenth St., 

Milwaukee, Wis. ^ 

Dear Sir and Brother: 

Your favor of the 6th to hand and con- 
tents carefully noted together with the ac- 
companying resolutions, and in response 
thereto permit me to say that since your 
Council absolutely refuses to comply with 
the decision of the Executive Council as 
expressed in previous correspondence in 
reference to the unseating of the Electrical 
Workers, a dual organization to the exist- 
ing International Union, affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor and the 
Building Trades Department, the charter 
held by your Council is hereby revoked. 

You are advised that under no circum- 
stances can an organization not in good 
standing with the American Federation of 
Labor retain membership in the Building 
Trades Council as chartered by this De- 
partment, and since you have deliberately 
chosen to maintain such an organization 
within your ranks there is nothing left for 
this Department to do, but simply recall the 
charter of the Building Trades Council of 
Milwaukee. 

Accordingly you will have the kindness to 
promptly forward to this office without de- 
lay the charter, seal and such other proper- 
ties as belong to the Building Trades De- 
partment. 

Thanking you in acTvance for a com- 
pliance with this request, I am, 
Fraternally yours, 

WM. J. SPENCER, 

Sec'y-Treas., 
Building Trades Dept. 

Referred to Adjustment Committee. 

Resolution No. 11 — By Delegates W. J. 
McSorley and Luke McKinney, International 
Union of Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers. 

Whereas, The frequently recurring neces- 
sity of conferences between the officers of 
the Building Trades Department and the 
executive officers of each amiiated craft, as 
well as the self evident benefit to be derived 
from immediate personal communication be- 
tween officers of different building trades 
international unions demonstrate the need 
of concerted action, and 

Whereas, the headquarters of the Build- 
ing Trades Department and the headquar- 
ters of as many building trades inter- 
national unions as can, without any sacri- 
fice on their part, change their seats of 
government, should be located in some one 
central city ; therefore, be it 

Rrftolved, That this Second Annual Con- 
vention of the Building Trades Depart- 
ment shall by a majority vote of the men> 
bers present select some city in which the 
headquarters of the Building Trades De- 
partment be located, and be it further 

Rrsnlvrd, that this Second Annual Con- 
vention call upon its affiliated International 
Unions to pass upon in such manner as 
they deem best the question of locating 
their headquarters in the city chosen by 
this Convention, to the end that as many as 
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possible be located In that one city. 

Referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 

Resolution No. 12 — Already acted upon by 
convention. 

Resolution No. 13 — By Building Trades 
Council of Toledo, Ohio. 

Toledo, Ohio, Oct. 3, '09. 
Mb. Wm. J. Spencer, 

Dear Sir and Brother: 
Yours of the 29th at hand and contents 
taken up and acted on at our last meeting, 
held on the 29th of September, and in reply 
will say that the Building Trades Council 
has not refused to unseat the Electrical 
Workers. We therefore taken an appeal 
from the action of the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor in the 
revocation of the charter of the Building 
Trades Council of Todelo, O., and the same 
to be taken up at the next convention. 

Waiting for a reply and with best wishes, 
I remain. 

Yours fraternally, 
( Signed. ) AUG M YERHOFER, Se&y., 
Building Trades Council, 

Toledo, O. 

Referred to Adjustment Committee. 

Resolution No. 14 — By Hugh Frayne, 
Qeneral Organizer of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

nttsburg, Oct. 9, 09. 
Mr. Wm. J. Spencer, 

Sec'y-Treas. B. T. Dept. A. F. of L. 
Dear Sir and Bro. : 

At a meeting of the General Officers, held 
in this city Sunday Oct. 3rd, the enclosed 
resolutions were adjusted and was instructed 
to forward a copy to you and request that 
the Convention of the B. T. Dept. of the 
A. F. of L. endorse same. 

With best wishes for a successful Con- 
vention, I remain. 

Yours fraternally, 

HUGH FRAYNE, 
Gon. Organizer of the A. S'. of L., Secre- 
tary of the meeting. 

Pittsburg, Pa., Oct 3, '09. 

Whereas, there is to be a meeting held 
in the city of Harrisburg, Pa., on Dec. 9, 
'09, under the auspices of the Pennsylvania 
Federation of Labor tt> consider ways and 
means of obtaining relief from the un- 
bearable conditions imposed on laboring 
people of that state by the workings of the 
State Constabulary laws during the time 
of tlie industrial dispute;^, and 

Whereas, an urgent request has been 
made by the Pennsylvania Federation of 
Labor to all Locals, District, International 
and Central Bodies to send representatives 
to said meeting. 

Therefore, Be It Resolved, That this 
Convention recommend that all affiliated 
National and International organizations 
having local unions in the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, use all possible influence with their 
local unions to have them send represen- 



tatives to said meeting, and also to have 
them affiliated with the Pennsylvania Fed- 
eration of Labor. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 15 — By Walter V. PrfCt, 
International Association of Marble Workers. 

Tampa, Fla., Oct. 12, 1909. 

Resolved, That the following be placed in 
the Constitution of this Department to be- 
come a law to govern Local Councils : 

"That Local Unions of any National or 
International Association, affiliated with this 
Department, so situated that part of their 
jurisdiction lines extend into another city 
or state, where a Building Trades Council 
is or may be established, shall have the 
right to representation, and recognition, if 
they desire to be represented therein, either 
through their Local Union direct or through 
a district trade council or conference board. 

Referred to Committee on Law. 

Resolution No. 16. — By Delegates Frank 
Duffy, D. F. Featherston, D. K. Deegon, W. 
B. Macfarlane, E. J. Henderson, J. T. Cos- 
grove, of the United Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters and Joiners of America. 

Whereas, When the Building Trades 
Departmert was formed at the Twenty- 
Seventh Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor no provisions were 
made for the representation of the Depart- 
ment of the A. F. of L. Conventions, and 

Whereas, at the present time no repre- 
sentation Is provided for ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the President of the 
Building Trades Department be authorized 
to attend the conventions of the American 
Federation of Labor as the official represen- 
tative of the Department. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 17 — By Delegate Ernest 
Edeler, of the Journeymen Stone Cutters* 
Association. 

Whereas. The Journeymen Stone Cut- 
ters' Association has made the following 
proposition : That on November 1. 1909, 
they will admit into their organization 
every stone cutter entirely free, and 

Whereas, The proposition proposed was 
made for the purpose of eliminating a dual 
organization, known as the National Stone 
Cutters' Association ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That after November 1 1909, 
all members of bodies affillateu with this 
Department shall cease work on all build- 
in frs where stone work (as claimed by the 
Journeymen Stone Cutters' Association) is 
being cut by others than members of that 
body. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 18 — By Delegate Frank A. 
Alcott, International Brotherhood of Com- 
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position Roofers, Damp and Water-proof 
Workers. 

Tampa, Fla., Oct. 12, 1909. 

Whereas, At the formation of the Build- 
ing Trades Department the complete claim 
of Jurisdiction of the International Brother- 
hood of Composition Roofers, Damp and 
Water-proof Workers was not fully stated, 
and 

Whereas, the above mentioned Brother- 
hood at a regular convention convened and 
held in the city of Cincinnati, Ohio, August 
16, 1900, discussed the printed report 
of procopdinsrs of 1908 of the Building 
Trades Department, page 25, insofar as it . 
refers to jurisdiction claim of Composition 
Roofers ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the claim of jurisdiction 
be made to read : "All forms of Plastic, 
Slate, Slag, Gravel and all kinds of 
Asphalt and Composition Roofing Damp and 
Water-proofing, including Rock Asphalt 
Mastic, when used for Damp or Water- 
proofing : all Paper Roofing and all Com- 
pressed Paper, all Chemically Prepared 
Papers when used for roofing, and Damp- 
proofing purposes, with or without coating, 
in or outside of buildings, induing all Damp 
Courses or Sheathing, or Coating on all 
Foundation Work, also all Tar, Concrete 
Floors ; the handling, hoisting and laying of 
Brick or Tile or other form of Pavement as 
a wearing surface and protection to Water- 
proofing to be laid in any form of bitumen 
compound or Mastic, over Waterproofing 
abrve or below ground, level or over Water- 
proofed floors. 

The handling, hoisting and attending 
Bricklayers, when the brick or tile are 
laid in cement mortar as a paved protection 
to Waterproofing. 

The mixing and applying of Cement Mor- 
tar Safety Courses and Concrete Protection 
to Waterproofing, in its various uses." 

Referred to Adjustment Committee. 

Resolution No. 19 — By Delegates D. 
d'Alessandro, H. P. Smith, Joseph B. Etchi- 
son, International Association of Hod Car- 
riers and Building Laborers. 

To the Officers and Delegates of the Second 
Annual Convention of the Building Trades 
Department of the A. F. of L. : 

We, the International Hod Carriers* and 
Building Laborers, request the revocation of 
the charters of the followin«r Local Coun- 
cils chartered by the Department. We ask 
the revocation of their charters because 
they have violated Section 7 (page 4) of 
the Constitution of this Department. In 
New York City they have seated a spcedins: 
organization and refused to seat the bona 
fide locals of the International Hod Cor- 
rlers and B. L. U. of A.. In Lynn. Mass., 
they have seated an independent local, 
known as the "Monahan Organization," and 
in Newark, N. J., they have seated a local 
of seceders. 

Ttef erred to Adjustment Committee. 



Resolution No. 21 — Moved by Delegate H. 
Crampton, Amalgamated Society of Car- 
penters ; seconded by T. Atkinson. 

Whereas, The Constitution of this Build- 
ing Trades Department has never been sub- 
mitted to the American Federation of La- 
bor, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Constitution of this 
Department as amended shall be laid before 
the Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor in Toronto, Canada, November, 
1909, for approval. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 22 — By Thomas Atkinson 
and Herbert Crampton, Amalgamated So- 
ciety of Carpenters. 

Tampa, Fla., Oct. 12, 1909. 

All section to Constitution of this De- 
partment atfer Section 34 on page 9, to be 
known as Section 35. 

"The Executive Council of this Depart- 
ment shall not have authority to expel any 
National or International organization 
a&liated herewith except by order of a 
two-thirds majority roll call vote of a 
regular convention. 

Referred to the Committee on Law. 

Resolution No. 23 — i5y Delegates J. C. 
Bahlhorn, J. C. Skemp, Geo. F. Hedrick, 
Frank Leslie, Clarenca E. Swick, Brother- 
hood of Painters, Decorators and Paper 
Hangers. 

Whereas, the jurisdiction claims of the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paper Hangers of America, submitted to 
the Building Trades Department of the A. 
F. of L., which have been published by 
the Department, and have not been con- 
tested by any other organization, include 
jurisdiction over all vamishers, polishers, 
and other wood finishers, and 

Whereas, the San Francisco Convention 
of the A. F. of L. granted jurisdiction over 
the men In question to the said Brotherhood, 
which decision was more firmly established 
by decisions rendered by the Pittsburg Con- 
vention of the A. F. of L., instructing fur- 
ther organizations to cease including in their 
printed matter claims or jurisdiction over 
varnishing, polishing and wood finishing, and 

Whereas, The United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners, in its eflPorts to ob- 
tain control over Carpenters and other wood 
workers employed In mills and factories, 
found It advisable to take over in their 
entirety a number of local unions formerly 
affiliated with the Amalgamated Woodwork- 
ers International Union, a number of the 
members of which are vamishers, polishers 
and wood finishers, and to place them in 
benefits In the United Brotherhood in ac- 
cordance with its laws, and 

Whereas, the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators and Paper Hangers of America 
was prepared «lWA ^^^^Vt^^V. \.^ ^cy-<s^^x^>Xfe Na. 
the WOT^ Ol OT^WiViiVa.^ \Xifc \afc\\. «sv^'5r^^?^ 
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in mills and factories, but at the request 
of the said United Brotherhood, and not to 
retard the progress of the work, refrained 
for the time from pressing its claims, and 

Whereas, the said Brotherhood of 
Painters, etc., believing that suiticient timfe 
has elapsed since the transfer of those men 
and that no /u^cod reason for further delay 
exists, has repeatedly requested the general 
officers of the said United Brotherhood to 
transfer these men to the organization hav- 
ing jurisdiction over them, and has agreed 
to place them in immed^nte beneficial stand- 
ing, according to its laws for the time 
during which they have Deen in continuous 
good standing in the said United Brother- 
hood or Amalgamated T.'oodworkers' Inter- 
national Union, and 

Whereas, the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners has shown no dis- 
position to comply with iTiese requests and 
demands, now, therefore, be it 
, Resolved, That this Convention of the 
Building Trades Department of the A. F. 
of 1^., instri cts the said United Brother- 
hood to transfer without further delay to 
the Brotherhood of I'ainters, etc., all var- 
nishers, polishers and wood finishers now 
membrrs of its local union in Chicago or 
elsewhere, and to cease to admit men whose 
work comes under the jpurisdiction of the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paper Hangers of America. 

Referred to Adjustment Committee. 

Resolution No: 24 — By Delegates J. C. 
Bahlhorn, J. C. Skemp, George F. Hedrick, 
Frank Leslie, Clarence E. Swick, Brother- 
hood of Painters, Decorators and Paper 
Hangers. 

Whereas, Experience has demonstrated 
that by perfect combination and unity of 
action, the Building Trades Organizations 
can obtain perfect control of the Building 
Industry, and 

Whereas, The Building Trades Depart- 
ment was created to secure for every man 
engaged in that industry the improved con- 
ditions rnuyed by those residing in more 
favored localities, and 

Whereas, Former attempts to make 
available our potential stren-^th and to use 
to the full our opportunities have in a 
measure proved futile owing to lack of 
discipline in the local departments, and 

Whkukas. The success of the department 
depends entirely upon its ability to require 
the aitiliaticn with, and loyalty to, local 
departments of the local unions of the 
affiliated N'^ticnal and International Un- 
ions, therefore, be it 

Ii€soir< , 'ibat each affiliated National 
and International Union shall on or before 
March oi, is;aU, submit to its membership 
throu2:h the referendum or through its rep- 
resentatives in convention assembled an 
amendment to its constitution, making it 
comnn'sory uron its affiliated Local Unions 
to affiliate and remain in aHiliation with lo- 
cal departments, wherever established. 

Referred to the Committee on Law. 



Resolution No. 25 — By Delegates F. M. 
Ryan, P. J. Morrin, M. J. Young, Inter- 
national Association of Bridge and Struc- 
tural Iron Workers. 

Whereas, The right of the International 
Association of Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers to control the fabrication, erection 
and placing of steel and iron used in rein- 
forced concrete and cement construction is 
disputed by several trades affiliated with 
this Department, and 

Whereas, The contractors and architects 
are taking advantage of this chaotic state 
of aA'airs and usin;? one or^ianization against 
another, to the detriment of both ; therefore 
he It 

Resolved, by this Department in con- 
vention assembled, that the fabrication, erec- 
tion and placing of all Iron and steel in re- 
inforced concrete and cement construction 
properly belongs to the international Asso- 
ciation of Bridge and Structural Iron Work- 
ers, and that they are Hereby conceded full 
and complete Jurisdiction over this class of 
work. 

Referred to Adjustment Committee. 

Resolution No. 26 — By Delegates M. 
O' Sullivan, Joseph Bobb, Thomas Redding, 
John l'\ Kennedy, International Alliance 
Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers. 

Whereas, On May x'2, 1909, the mem- 
hers of Local Union No. 170 of the S. M. W. 
I. A., of .Jamestown, N. Y., havin? a griev- 
ance against the Dahlstrom Sheet Metal Com- 
pany, of that city, and after repeated efforts 
upon the part of the Officers of said Local 
as well as that of the International Officers 
to adjust same, and failing to do so a strike 
followed, same having been approved of by 
the General Executive Board of the Sheet 
Metal Workers' International Alliance 
against the enforcement of open-shop prin- 
ciples, and 

Whereas, On or about May 19, '09, Of- 
ficers of the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners of America appeared on 
the scene in the roll of strike-breakers and 
entered into an agreement or conspiracy 
with the said Company to destroy said Local 
170 in order that the Company could 
operate its works on the open-shop plan, 
and in return for the aid extended them 
for the Officials of the U. B. CarpenjKrs 
they would give them the erection of the 
work manufactured by Sheet Metal Work- 
ers, and 

Whereas, The said Company aided and 
abetttd by the Officials of the U. B. Car- 
peat (is compelled throu:^'h thrdts and in- 
timidations, the members of No. 170, who 
were on strike to return to work, but before 
being permitted to do so were coerced into 
n akinu: application for membership in the 
Carpenters' Local at Jamesiown. Be it 
therefore 

Resolved, That the Delegates to the Sec- 
ond Annual Convention of the Building 
Trades Department at Tamna, Fla., condemn 
such strike-breaking tactics indulged in by 
the Brotherhood of Carpenters at James- 
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town, N. Y., and which was in direct 
VH . aion of the laws of this Department, 
and 

Be It Further Resolved, That this Con- 
vention compel the U. S. Carpenters to 
cease encroaching on the jurisdiction of the 
Sheet Metal Workers, and that its Officers 
be restrained from asrain resorting to such 
daqinable strike-breaking tactics as wit- 
ne«=?sod at Jamestown, in conspiring with 
employers to annihilate bona fide Unions, 
in < ' '"• to obtain o« ntrol of such work that 
rightfully and legitimately belongs to the 
Sheet Metal Workers or any other craft. 

Referred to Adjustment oCmmittee. 

Resolution No. 27 — By M. O'SuUivan, 
Thomas Redding, Joseph Bobb, John F. 
Kennedy, International Alliance Amalga- 
mated Sheet Metal Workers. 

Whereas, The Amalgamated Sheet Metal 
Workers* International Alliance having 
been requested by the Building Trades De- 
partment to file their claims of jurisdiction, 
and 

Whereas, same having been complied 
with, and on approval of same having been 
rendered by the Building Trades Depart- 
ment ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the said claims as regis- 
tered with the Department be approved 
by the Second Annual Convention. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 28 — By Delegates R. A. 
McKee, General Secretary-Treasurer Inter- 
national Union of Steam Engineers ; F. M. 
Byan, General President International As- 
sociation of Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers ; M. O'Sullivan, General President 
Sheet Metal Workers international Al- 
liance ; Wm. J. McSorley, General Presi- 
dent Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers. 

Whereas, The United States Steel Cor- 
poration, throu'^h the American Sheet and 
Tinplate Companj', a subsidiary concern, is 
waging a war against the Amalgamated As- 
sociation of Iron, Steel and Tin Workers 
for the purpose of crushing it out of ex- 
istence in the plants of that company, thus 
establishing a uniform condition of non- 
uni'nlsm in its mills, and 

Whereas, The workers represented by the 
Building Trades Department of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor are called upon to 
handle the products of this company in the 
course of their usual labors, 

Therefore, Be It hvsolred, That the 
Building Trades Denartment of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor in convention as- 
sembled pledge to the Amalgamated Asso- 
ciation of Iron, Steel and Tin Workers our 
sympathy and all the support it is pos- 
sible for us to render. 

Be It Further Rcsolvea, That we will use 
our inUience individually and collectively 
to promote the use of the material manu- 
factured under union conditions by the 
competitors of the American Sheet and Tin- 



plate Company, in the several lines of trade 
into which its products enter, until that 
company recognizes the rights of its em- 
ployees to organize and creal witn them in 
their organized capacity. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 29 — By Delegates Thomas 
G. Badgley, U. A. Plumbers, Gas Fitters, 
Steam Fitters and Steam Fitters' Helpers ; 
John F. Kennedy, Sheet Metal Workers' In- 
ternational Alliance ; Wm. J. McSorley, 
Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers' Inter- 
national Union. 

Whereas, The following Locals, viz: 
Electrical Workers No. 103, U. A. Plumbers, 
Steam Fitters and Helpers' Local 12, Sheet 
Metal Workers Local 17, Wood, Wire and 
Metal Lathers Local No. 72, and U. A. Gas 
Fitters No. 175, of Boston, Mass.. were sus- 
pended and fined by iioston Building Trades 
Department for alleged? failure to comply 
with its mandates, and 

Whereas, Under existing conditions the 
fine and suspension were both unjust and 
uncalled for, and 

Whereas, Punishment was meted out to 
the above Locals while other Locals affili- 
ated with the above Department committed 
the identical alleged offense and escaped the 
fine and suspension imposed by the said 
Department and some locals resorting to and 
practicing the open-shop methods also 
evaded both fine and suspension, and 

Whereas, The Local Constitution of the 
Boston Department was violated in several 
ways in the imposition or the fine and sus- 
pension of said Locals, and 

Whereas, Two of the above Locals have 
paid the fine imposed under protest and 
with the understanding that the whole mat- 
ter be referred to this Convention for final 
adjustment, and 

Whereas, Three oi the above Locals 
positively refused to pay the fine imposed 
until a decision has been rendered by this 
Convention and as consequence the whole 
movement in Boston has been and is re- 
tarded. 

Be It Therefore Resolved, That the whole 
matter be referred to this Convention for 
adjustment to the end that the irreparable 
inUu'v wrongfully inflicted upon the above 
Local's may be righted by havin.:? the fines 
paid under protest by the two above Locals 
returned to same and the fines and suspen- 
sion against the other Locals removed, and 
that the dis:?raceful condition of affairs that 
at present exist in Boston among the 
Building Trades may be brought to an end. 

Referred to Adjustment Committee. 

Resolution No. 30 — By Delegate O. A. 
Tveitmoe, American Brotherhood of Cement 
Workers. 

Whereas, This country and especially 
the I'acific Coast and the inter-mountain 
states are threatened by an Asiatic invaalotL 
of cheap cooWg \«XiQX^ ^\i^ 
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Whereas, It is a biological fact, his- 
torically demonstrated, tliat the Mongolian 
and Caucasian races can never assimilate, 
and 

Whereas, The presence of these Mon- 
golian-Malay and Hindoo peons in any great 
number among us, will deteriorate the 
American standard of living and result in 
another race problem in the West, far 
more serious than the one now existing in 
the South, which in the end would menace 
the very existence of the nation, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, By the Building Trades De- 
partment of the American Federation of 
Labor, in regular session assembled, that 
we hereby heartily endorse the objects and 
principles of the Asiatic Exclusion League, 
and be it further 

Resolved, That we urge upon all the 
International Unions affiliated with this 
Department, their local Unions and mem- 
bers, the necessity of rendering financial 
assistance and moral support to the cause 
espoused by the Asiatic Exclusion League 
of North America, and be it further 

Resolved, That we approve the bills and 
measures introduced in Congress which pro- 
vide for the extension of the Chinese Ex- 
clusion Act, so that it will apply to the 
Japanese, Koreans and Hindoo immigrants, 
and be it further 

Resolved, That we earnestly petition our 
respective representatives in Congress to 
support said measures by their voice and 
vote. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 31 — By Delegates Donlin, 
McGivern and Tripple, of O. P. I. A. 

To the Officers and Delegates of the Build- 
ing Trades Department of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

We, the above delegates, representing the 
Operative Plasterers' International Asso- 
ciation, do hereby protest against the Cera- 
mic. Mosaic and Encaustic Tile Layers' and 
Helpers' Association for violation of the 
agreement entered into between said or- 
ganization ; therefore be it 

Re80lved, That in Section 1 of the pres- 



ent agreement the word "by" shall be 
stricken out and .the words "shall be the 
work or* inserted instead, to read as fol- 
lows : 

"It is hereby agreed that on all walls and 
ceilings which a foundation or base coat is 
put on shall be the work of the Plasterers," 
etc. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 32— By Charles H. Leps, 
International Union of Ceramic, Mosaic and 
Encaustic Tile Layers and Helpers. 

Whereas, Local Union No. 19, Amalga- 
mated Sheet Metal Workers and Plasterers 
Union, No. 8, O. P. I. A., have seen fit to 
withdraw from the Building Trades Council 
of Philadelphia, therefore be it 

Resolved, That this Department in con- 
vention assembled require the respective In- 
ternational Unions named to reauire their 
locals to reaffiliate in accordance with the 
laws of this Department. 

Referred to Adjustment Committee. 

Resolution No. 33 — By Charles H. Leps, 
International Union of Ceramic, Mosaic and 
Encaustic Tile Layers and Helpers. 

Whereas, The Curtis Publishing Com- 
pany, of the City of Philadelphia, has under 
way in the said city a $4,000,000 operation 
on which they have let the contract for the 
Structural Steel, Sheet Metal Works, paint- 
ing and elevator work to unfair firms, and 

Whereas, The Philadelphia Council feels 
that it is unable to cope with the situation 
without some assistance from the Depart- 
ment ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Executive Council be 
directed to hold a meeting, if possible in 
the city of Philadelphia, in the near future 
or direct the President or a member of the 
Executive Council to Philadelphia as soon 
as possible to try and bring about the 
unionizing of the job in question. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 
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THIRD DAY— Wednesday Morning Session 

The convention was called to order at 9 beg leave to submit the following : 
o'clock a. m., Wednesday, October 13th, After carefully comparing the Secretary- 
President Kirby In the chair. Treasurer's report, as submitted to this 

Roll call by the Secretary. convention by the Auditing Committee, we 

Absentees : Kennedy, A. J. ; Feeney, Han- beg to state that we find the same correct 

"^ahan. and as follows: 

PRESIDENT Kirby — "I received resolu- Balance on hand October 1, 1908..$ 1,060.09 

tions last night up to eight o'clock. We Receipts of Office, Oct. 1, 1908 to 

tried to get all the resolutions to the printer. August 31, 1909 15,942.22 

If anyone presented a resolution last evening 

that did not get to the printer, if he will xotal $17,003.21 

notify me it will be included in today's Total disbursements 14J24.53 

minutes." 

Secretary Spencer read a communication Balance on hand .$ 2,278.68 

from Chairman J. F. Scott, of the local com- Respectfully submitted, 

mittee, stating that a trolley ride had been CHARLES H. LEPS, Chairman, 

arranged for 3 :30 o'clock p. m., and in- ed j McGIVERN, 

vlting all the delegates and their families daN H. DEEGON, 

to take part in it. M. J. YOUNG, 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. ^^^' GERVIAS. 

Report of the Committee on Secretary- _,. x * *». i^x ^ ^ m 

ABix-ui^x v/r xrx v. rpj^g rcport of thc commlttec was adopted 

Treasurer's Report. ^s read. 

Delegate Lepps, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee, reported as follows: report of committee on report of execu- 
To the Officers and Delegates of the Build- tivb council. 

ing Trades Department of the A. F. of L. : 

We, your committee appointed to consider Delegate Macfarlane, Secretary of the 

the report of Secretary-Treasurer Spencer, committee, reported as follows : 
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We have divided tlie report into Sec- 
tions, and will present it as Section 1, Sec- 
tion 2, etc." 

Section 1, of the committee, dealt v^ith 
the portion of the report of the Executive 
Council on page 24, first day's proceedings, 
in regard to the Denver Building Trades 
Council. The committee reported as fol- 
lows : 

"We, your Committee on Executive Coun- 
cil's report, beg leave to report that in the 
matter relative to the appeal for financial 
aid by the Denver Building Trades we con- 
cur in the action of the Executive Council." 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Section 2. On that portion of the re- 
port of the Executive Council under the cap- 
tion "American Brotherhood of Cement 
Workers vs. Operative Plasters International 
Association/* the committee reported con- 
currence in the action of the Executive 
Council. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Section 3. On that portion of the report 
of the Executive Council under the caption 
"Protest of the International Granite Cut- 
ters' Association against the one cent Assess- 
ment levied "by the Denver Convention/* the 
committee reported as follows : 

"Your committee concurs in the action of 
the Executive Council, and recommends that 
the law be made specific." 

President Kirby — "If there are no ob- 
jections the report of the committee will 
be concurred in and the recommendation re- 
ferred to the Committee on Law. Hearing 
none, it is so ordered." 

Section 4. On that portion of the re- 
port of the Executive Council under the cap- 
tion "Pittsburg Building Trades Council/' 
the committee reported concurrence in the 
action of the Executive Council. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred In. 

Section 5. On that portion of the 
report of the Executive Council under the 
caption, "Applications for Membership. 
National Association Heat, Frost, General 
Insulators and Asbestos Workers," the com- 
mittee reported concurrence in the action 
of the Executive Council. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 



Section 6. On that portion of the re- 
port of the Executive Council under the 
caption, "Bricklayers and Masons Inter- 
national Union/' the committee reported 
concurrence. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Section 7. On that portion of the re- 
port of the Executive Council under the 
caption of "Ilod Carriers and Building La- 
borers vs. American Brotherhood of Cement 
Workers/' the committee recommended that 
the subject-matter be referred to the Ad- 
justment Committee. 

The recommendation of the committee was 
concurred in. 

Section 8. On that portion of the re- 
port of the Executive Council under the 
caption "Ceramic, Encaustic and Mosaic Tile 
Layers' International Union/' the committee 
recommended concurrence in the action of 
the Executive Council. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Section 9. On that portion of the re- 
port of the Executive Council under the 
caption, "Brotherhood of Electrical Work- 
ers/' the committee reported concurrence in 
the action of the Executive Council. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Section 10. (Committee to report on 
Sec. 10 at a later session.) 

Section 11. On that portion of the re- 
port of the Executive Council under the 
caption, "Denver Building Trades Council vs. 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
caption, "Application for Charter by Amal- 
gamated Carpenters and Joiners/ tne com- 
mittee reported that the subject-matter be 
referred to the Adjustment Committee. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Section 12. On that portion of the re- 
port of the Executive Council under the 
caption, "Application for Charter by Amal- 
gamated Art Class Workers/' the committee 
reported concurrence in the action of the 
Executive Council. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred In. 

Section 13. On that portion of the re- 
port of the Executive Council under the 
caption, "Hod Carriers and Building Labor- 
ers vs. California Building Trades Council/' 
the committee reported concurrence in the 
action of the Executive Council. 
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The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Section 14. On that portion of the re- 
port of the Executive Council under the 
caption, ''Papcrhangers vs. Brotherhood of 
Painters, Decorators and Papcrhangers," 
the committee reported concurrence in the 
action of the Executive Council. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Section 15. On that portion of the re- 
port of the Executive Council under the 
caption "Sheet Metal Workers vs. Brother- 
hood of Carpenters/' the committee recom- 
mended that the subject-matter be referred 
to the Committee on Adjustment. 

The recommendation of the committee was 
concurred in. 

Section 16. On that portion of the re- 
port of the Executive Council under the 
caption, "Boston, Mass.," the committee re- 
ported concurrence in the action of the 
Executive Committee. 

President Kirby — "Inasmuch as there is 
a resolution dealing with that question the 
adoption of your recommendation might 
complicate matters. It might be referred 
to the Adjustment Committee. 

Vice President O'Sullivan — "I move 
that the subject-matter be referred to the 
Committee on Adjustment." 

President Kirby — "If there are no ob- 
jections it will be so referred. Hearing 
none, it is so ordered. 

Section 17. On that portion of the re- 
port of the Executive Council under the 
caption, "Charters Revoked," the committee 
reported concurrence in the action of the 
Executive Council. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Each section of the report was signed by 
the entire Committee on Report of the 
Executive Council, 

GEORGE HEDRICK, Chairman, 
W. B. MACFARLANE, 
R. A. McKEE, 
IJTKE McKENNY, 
JOHN COFIELD. 

ri:port op committee on resolutions. 

Delegate F. M. Ryan, Chairman of the 
committee, reported as follows : 

The committee considered Resolutions No. 
7 and No. 17 together, as they both deal 
with the same subject-matter. 

Resolution No. 7 — By Jo Evans, Journey- 
man Stone Cutters' Association of North 
America. 



Whereas, The "National Cut Stone Con- 
structor's Association," in Convention at 
Niagara Falls, Sept. 18, 1909, unanimously 
endorsed and pledged its support to the 
"National Stone Cutters' Society" of the 
United States and Canada. 

And Whereas, the "National Stone Cut- 
ters' Society" is an organization, inaugurated, 
sustained and managed by the "Cut Stone 
Contractors' Association" for the sole pur- 
pose of disrupting and destroying the "Jour- 
neymen Stone Cutters' Association of North 
America." 

The membership of the "National Stone 
Cutters' Association" is composed of de- 
serters from the parent body, assisted by 
inveterate non-union men. They are shipped 
from place to place and used by the Con- 
tractors' Association as "strike-breakers" in 
case of trouble, and are a constant menace 
to the peace and prosperity of the Cut Stone 
Industry. 

Whereas, the Journeymen Stone Cutters' 
Association of North America is one of the 
oldest and most conservative of crafts, with 
an enviable record in the history of trade 
Unionism, and is affiliated with the Build- 
ing Trades Department and the American 
Federation of Labor. 

And Whereas, The "Journeymen Stone 
Cutters' Association" has used every hon- 
orable means to eflPect a reconciliation with 
the "National Stone Cutters' Society," 
finally presenting a proposition to take their 
members into the Association entirely free 
of charge, which proposition would be suc- 
cessful were it not for the pernicious activ- 
ity of the Cut Stone Contractors' Association 
in promoting discord with a dual organiza- 
tion. 

Therefore Be It Resolved, That the 
Building Trades Department of the "Ameri- 
can Federation in Convention assembled, at 
Tampa, Florida, October 11th, 1909, do 
hereby declare our fealty and loyalty to the 
•Journeymen Stone Cutters' Association of 
North America, in defence of their organiza- 
tion, and that we extend to them our un- 
divided allegiance and support. 

And Be It Further Resolved, That any 
attempt to disrupt or menace the J. S. of 
N. A. on the part of the Cut Stonp Con- 
tractors' Association will be regarded as a 
declaration of war, and be treated accord- 
ingly. 

.\ll locals affiliated with the B. T. D. of 
the A. F. of L., are instructed to assist the 
Journoymon Stone Cutters' Association to the 
fullest extent of their power, in preserving 
and maintaining their rights. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolu- 
tions be sent to the Cut Stone Contractors' 
Association with the seal of and signature 
of the B. T. D. of the A. F. of L. 

Resolution No. 17 — By Delegate Ernest 
Edeler. of the Journeyman Stone Cutters' 
Association. 

Whereas, The Journeymen Stone Cut- 
ters' Association has made the following 
proposition : That on November 1, 1909, 
they will admit into their organization 
every stone cutter entirely free, and 
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made for the purpose of eliminating a dnal 
organization, known as the National Stone 
Cutters' Association ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That after November 1, 1909, 
all members of bodies affiliated with this 
Department shall cease work on all build- 
ings where stone work (as claimed by the 
Journeymen Stone Cutters* Association) is 
being cut by others than members of that 
body. 

The committee recommended the adoption 
of Resolution No. 7 as a substitute for both 
resolutions. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Edeler opposed the report of 
the committee, and said in part: "The 
adoption of Resolution No. 17 is of great 
importance to us. The eflPorts of this De- 
partment should be used to enable us to 
secure a united organization. The ques- 
tion of trade jjirisdiction fades into insig- 
nificance when compared to that of dual 
organizations. We had action at the hands 
of the A. F. of L. in Norfolk and In Den- 
ver, but results have been woefully lacking. 
Now unless our efforts meet with success 
in this new movement it will be a detriment 
to this "department. If we are successful 
it will reflect credit, not only on our or- 
ganization, but upon the entire member- 
ship represented in this Department. We 
have made every possible concession, and 
this Department cannot ask m6re of our or- 
ganization. I appeal to the delegates to 
adopt Resolution No. 17 instead of Resolu- 
tion No. 7, as we need dVastic measures to 
secure relief and give us a united organiza- 
tion. This dual organization must be blot- 
ted out if we are to be in a position where 
we can assist the building trades in their 
onward march of progress. 

"Can you allow the condition that exists 
in Washington to go on? We have a local 
organization there that uas been in ex- 
istence more than one hundred years. The 
dual organization, the National Stone Cut- 
ters* Society, has a local there that has 
been in existence two years, formed when 
the Building Trades Department was called 
on in that city to combat the open shop. 
Our men stood shoulder to shoulder with 
the Building Trades Department in the 
fight. We called our men out in sympathy 
with their movement. Their places were 
taken by the members of the dual organiza- 
tion, and today those scabs are cutting stone 
on bulldiDgs where union men are working, 
tJie very men our members were called oa 



strike to help. I admit that Resolution Ko. 
17 is drastic, but it will give some assur- 
ance if adopted that we will have victory 
and a united organization.** 

Delegate Evans in discussing the report 
of the committee said in part: "We all 
want the same thing, but we have taken 
different methods of arriving at the same 
end. Brother Edeler has spoken of the 
National Stone Cutters* Society. That so- 
ciety was inaugurated by the Cut Stone Con- 
tractors* Association In the City of New 
York some few years ago. At that time we 
had in our constitution restrictive laws In 
regard to the operation and introduction 
of machinery in the cut stone Industry. 
Those laws were very obnoxious to the 
contractors, but they have since been en- 
tirely obliterated from our constitution. 
However, the contractors offered induce- 
ments to the men not under the Jurisdic- 
tion of our organization to come under their 
protection. We have in our industry, as 
you probably all have in yours, inveterate 
scabs who are always looking for such 
opportunities, and they accepted the in- 
ducements offered by the contractors. They 
appointed a former member of our organi- 
zation, William Duffy, as the superintend- 
ent of that society. We have no fight with 
the contractors ; we realize that their pros- 
perity means our prosperity ; we are simply 
objecting to their tactics In this matter. 

"This movement of the contractors spread 
to other large cities, and finally assumed 
the majestic title of National Stone Cutters 
of the United States and Canada. In June 
our General Secretary and myself were in 
New York and talked with many of those 
men. There seemed to be no bitterness or 
hatred among them. The bosses had helped 
to effect this change in their feelings, for, 
finding they had them in their power they 
swept away the privileges and the wages 
they had given them at first. We asked 
permission to attend one of their meetings. 
We attended the meeting, talked to the men, 
and when we got through were greeted 
with applause. They seemed to be sick 
of the entire proposition. 

"I went to Bedford,, the center of the 
stone industry, where a large number of 
the men belonging to this society are em- 
ployed. I tried to get a meeting but failed. 
I got in touch with the president of their 
local there and asked him to call a meet- 
ing. He promised to do so, and did, and I 
addressed that meeting, xne men, however, 
were atral^ ol \o«!Vti^ XJdl^Vc ^cibs. In going 
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through the city next day I found this 
proposition tacked on the wall : 

" 'Resolution adopted at a meeting of the 
Executive Committee of the National Cut 
Stone Contractors' Association, held at 
Niagara Palls, Ontario, September 18, 1909. 
** 'Whereas, It has come to our notice 
that a certain class of stone cutters are en- 
deavoring to promote trouble in the yards 
of some of our members on November 1st 
next, we unanimously endorse the following : 

'' 'Resolved, That we shall in no way 
waver in our support given to the National 
Stone Cutters' Society of the United States 
and Canada, and that we do most emphatic- 
ally pledge to them our support in the fu- 
ture as in the past, and that all our mem- 
bers now employing National Stone Cutters' 
Society men will continue to have the unani- 
mous support of the National Cut Stone 
Contractors' Association, and that a copy of 
this resolution be posted in the shops of 
every member of this organization.' 

"That shows what is back of that So- 
ciety. We have a good, strong organization 
today outside of the large cities that have 
been mentioned, and the men belonging to 
the dual organization in tnose cities would 
come over if they were not afraid of losing 
their jobs. If I can go back with the proper 
resolution and talk to these men, and if 
I can send a copy of it to every member of 
the Cut Stone Contractors' Association and 
make them feel that they will be dealing 
with the allied building trades they will tell 
those men the best thing to do will be to 
get in line with the Journeymen Stone Cut- 
ters' Association." 

Chairman Ryan spoke in support of the 
report of the committee, and stated that it 
was the unanimous report of the com- 
mittee. 

Delegate Featherston discussed the ques- 
tion at length, and spoke in particular of 
the situation in New York City. Delegate 
Price also discussed the situation in New 
York. 

Delegate Edeler stated that he wished to 
oflPer an amendment to the report of the 
committee. 

President Kirby — "The chair will not 
entertain an amendment. The delegates 
can vote for or against the report. If it is a 
negative vote, the other proposition will be 
in order. * 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was carried. 

Resolution No. 20 — By the National 
Liberal Immigration League : 



AN APPEAL ON BEHALF OF FREE TRANSPORTA- 
TION. 

While our congested Eastern cities are 
overrun with thousands of sturdy laborers 
without employment and often without 
bread, a need for these same laborers is 
felt in other parts. There is a Bureau of 
Information in Washington which can fur- 
nish to almost every one of the unemployed 
the names of several firms where their work 
is needed. Were they to go to such lo- 
calities, it would be a benefit both to them 
and to their employers, but they lack the 
means to pay the traveling expenses, and 
generally are suspicious of any offers of 
employers to advance these expenses on 
their wages. 

If the Bureau of Information could give 
to unemployed laborers transportation to 
where their labor is in demand, thousands 
of them would be saved from want, and 
they would, on the other hand, benefit the 
country through their labor. 

Immigrants arriving here could also be 
directed where they have relatives or where 
their labor is needed, but they cannot afford 
to pay the cost of transportation to those 
localities. 

Free transportation will greany contribute 
to the solution of this problem. The Argen- 
tine Republic furnishes immigrants with 
one week's hospitality and with free rail- 
road transportation to any part of that 
country. Other South American govern- 
ments offer similar inducements. What such 
Republics, with their scanty means, are 
doing, our country, the wealthiest in the 
world, can certainly accomplish. The bur- 
den which such a- provision would entail 
upon the Federal Treasury would be more 
than compensated by the benefit which it 
would bring about. 

We request all organizations and in- 
dividuals that are in favor of a measure 
for the proper distribution of Immigrants, 
to send resolutions or letters to that effect 
to their State and Federal Representatives, 
and to kindly notify the League when they 
do so. 
National Liberal Immigration League. 

The committee reported as follows on 
Resolution No. 20 : 

"The subject-matter of the resolution was 
considered by the committee, and we recom- 
mend that it be referred to the American 
Federation of Labor, it being clearly within 
the province of that body to consider and 
dispose of the same. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Resolution No. 6 — By Delegates Frank 
Duffy, D. F. Featherston, D. K. Deegon, W. 
B. Macfarlane, E. .T. Henderson, J. T. Cos- 
grove, United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America : 

Whereas, the 27th Annual Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor levied 
an assessment on all organizations affiliated 
therewith to be used for organizing pur- 
poses in the City of Los Angeles, Califor- 
nia, and 
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Whereas, said assessment which amount- 
ed to about $16,000.00 is now about spent 
and 

Whereas, it is claimed the Building 
Trades received no benefits from said fund 
in any manner, and 

Whereas, it is further claimed that now 
is the time for organizing work to be done 
in Los Angeles among the men enga(;ed in 
the Building Industry, therefore, be it 

Resolved, that the Building Trades De- 
partment give special attention to the work 
of organization in the City of Los Angeles 
and that each National and International 
organization be requested to send a repre- 
sentative to Los Angeles at the same time 
so that a concentrated eflPort may be made 
to induce the non-union men in the Build- 
ing Trades Industry to Join the organization 
of their craft. 

The committee reported as follows on 
Resolution No. 6 : 

"The committee considered the resolution 
and voted to recommend its adoption after 
eliminating the second and third 'Where- 
ases.' The committee is not in possession 
of sufficient information to recommend their 
adoption." 

The report of the committee was adopted. 

Chairman Ryan announced that as the 
completion of the partial report of the com- 
mittee. The report was signed by the en- 
tire committee. Delegates F. M. Ryan, P. H. 
Malloy, Jo Evans, C. M. Rau, .John F. Ken- 
nedy. 

report of special committee. 

Vice President O'Sullivan of the special 
committee appointed to prepare a com- 
munication to be sent to Mr. P. H. McCarthy 
of San Francisco, reported as follows : 

"Tampa, Fla., Oct. 12, '09. 
"Biiildincr Trades D^nartment in Conven- 
tion Ass'^mbled berowith convey our earnest 
hope to P. H. McCarthy for his success in 
the pending mayorallty campaign in San 
Fra'i^lpoo. 

"Knowln«r his elpction will reflect crodit 
on tho Trade TTnion Movempnt, advance the 
commnnlty's interests and defend true 
mnnlcinal f'overnmont hv a practical admin- 
I«tratirn of the citv aff'airs. wo acooT'din'^Tv 
comirond Mm to his fellow trade unionists 
and nr^e the electorate in general to rally 
to his support. 

"M. O'STTTTJVAN, 
R. A. MpKETO, 
.T. C. SKEMP. 
The rpnort of the committoe was adopted 
by unanimous vote. 

REPORT op adjustment COMMITTEE. 

Resolution No. 23 — By Delegates J. C. 
Bahlhorn, .7. C. Skemp, Geo. F. Hedrlck, 
Frank Leslie, Clarence K Swick, Brother- 
hood of Painters, Decorators and Paper 
Hangers. 



Whereas, the Jurisdiction claims of the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paper Hangers of America, submitted to 
the Building Trades Department of the A. 
F. of L., which have been published by 
the Department, and have not been con- 
tested by any other organization, include 
jurisdiction over all vamishers, polishers, 
and other wood finishers, and 

Whetreas, the San Francisco Convention 
of the A. F. of L. granted jurisdiction over 
the men in question to the said Brotherhood, 
which decision was more firmly established 
by decisions rendered by the Pittsburg Con- 
vention of the A. F. of L. instructing fur- 
ther organizations to cease including in their 
printed matter claims of jurisdiction over 
varnishing, polishing and wood finishing and 

Whereas, The United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners, in its efforts to ob- 
tain control over Carpenters and other wood 
workers employed in mills and factories, 
found it advisable to take over in thehr 
entirety a number of local unions formerly 
affiliated with the Amalgamated Woodwork- 
ers' International Union, a number of the 
members of which are varnishers, polishers 
and wood finishers, and to place them in 
benefits in the United Brotherhood in ac- 
cordance with its laws, and 

Whereas, the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decoraters and Paper Hangers of America 
was prepared and desired to co-operate in 
the work of organizing the men employed 
in mills and factories, but at the request 
of the said United Brotherhood, and not to 
retard the progress of the work refrained 
for the time from pressing its claims, and 

Whereas, the said Brotherhood of 
Painters, etc.. believing that sufficient time 
has elapsed since the transfer of those men 
and that no good reason for further delay 
exists, has repeatedly requested the general 
officers of the said "United Brotherhood to 
transfer these men to the organization hav- 
ing jurisdiction over them, and has agreed 
to place thom in immediate beneficial stand- 
ing, according to its laws for the time 
during which they have been in continuous 
good standing in the said United Brother- 
hood or Amalgamated Woodworkers* Inter- 
national Union, and 

Whereas, the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners has shown no dis- 
position to comply with these requests and 
demands, now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That this Convention of the 
Building Trades Department of the A. F. 
of L., instructs the said United Brother- 
hood to transfer without further delay to 
the Brotherhood of Painters, etc., all var- 
nishers, polishers and wood finishers now 
members of its local union in Chicago or 
elsewhere, and to cease to admit men whose 
work comes under the jurisdiction of the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decoraters and 
Paper Hangers of America. 

The committee reported as follows on 

Resolution No. 23: 

"Your committee recommends that the 
resolution be adopted and that the Carpen- 
ters be instructed to turn over to the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paperhangers, all Painters, Varnishers and 
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Wood Finishers now in the United Brother- 
hood of Carpenters within sixty days." 

JAMES G. HANNAHAN, Chairman, 

THOMAS REDDING, 

J. C. SKEMP, 

JOHN DONLIN, 

D. F. FEATHERSTON, Secretary. 
Vice President Hannahan — "I move the 
adoption of the report of the committee. 
( Seconded. ) 

Delegate Duffy spoke in favor of the re- 
port of the committee, and said in part : 
•'As one national officer I don't want this 
fight to come up again. We want the sup- 
port of the Painters in the fights that come 
up from now on. Hereafter when any of 
these men are coming over to us in a body, 
as locals, or in numbers from twenty to a 
thousand, as they have done, I want repre- 
sentatives of the Painters to be there with 
us. I want those who are eligible to their 
organization to go over to them, and those 



who are eligible to our organization to come 
to us." 

Delegate Duffy asked if his statement was 
satisfactory to the delegates of the Painters, 
and those delegates stated that it was. 

The report of the committee was adopted. 

Chairman Hannahan announced the reso- 
lutions that would be taken up by the com- 
mittee at its next sitting, and notified all 
interested delegates to be present. 

Secretary Spencer asked each delegate to 
note carefully any errors in the part of the 
daily reports that affected his organiza- 
tion, and if any were found to notify the 
Secretary. He stated that in that way a 
perfectly correct final report could be made. 

No other committees being ready to re- 
port, at 11 :15 the rules were suspended and 
the convention adjourned to two o'clock 
p. m. 



THIRD DAY— Wednesday Afternoon Session 



The convention was called to order at 2 
o'clock p. m., Wednesday, October 13th, 
President Kirby in the chair. 

On roll call all delegates were noted 
present. 

Delegate Badgley stated that he expected 
to be called away from the convention, and 
requested that E. W. Leonard be allowed 
to takp his place as a delegate from his 
( "ganiration. 

On motion of Vice President O'Sullivan 
the request of Delegate Badgley was com- 
plied with. 

Secretary Spencer read the following 
telecrram : 

"Npwark, N. J.. October 13, 1009. 
"Wm. J. Spencer, 

"Tampa Bay Hotel, Tampa, Fla. 

"Buildinc: Trades Council of Newark, N. 
J., contends that charter was revoked with- 
out just cause and without investigation, 
and requests that convention restore same 
pending investiiration. 

"FRANK A. FETRIDGE. 
'^President of Council.'* 

The communication was referred to the 
Committee on President's Report. 

REPORT OP COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 

Chairman Ryan — "Resolution No. 8 con- 
tains a grievance as well as a resolution. 
The committee therefore recommends that it 



be referred to the Committee on Adjust- 
ment." 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

The committee recommended that Reso- 
lutions No. 21, No. 16 and No. 11 be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Law, as they 
dealt with questions affecting the laws of 
the Department. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

The committee recommended that Reso- 
lution No. 31 and Resolution No. 27 be re- 
ferred to the Adjustment Committee. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Vice President Ryan in the chair. 

REPORT OP COMMITTEE ON PBBSIDENT'S BB- 
POBT. 

Delegate Tveitmoe, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee, reported as follows : 
To the Dele^rates and M^^mhers of tho Sec- 
ond Annual Convention of the Buildinir 
Trades Department of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor : 
Grft^tino : 

We. your Committee, have carefully con- 
sld' T*ed ond thorou'^hlv examined the renort 
of President James Kirby, and it Is with a 
feelin? of pardonable pride and genuine 
gratiflcaton that we compliment the Presi- 
dent and the Department unon t»>*» able, 
clear and concise manner in which onr 
President has presented the various delicate 
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and intricate questions dealt with In his 
report to this Convention. 

We desire especially to call the attention 
of this convention to the wide scope and 
far reaching importance of the many prob- 
lems and subjects that the President has 
called to your attention for serious delibera- 
tion and definite decisions. We have treated 
each subject in the report separately, and 
recommend that they be taken up seritaim 
as follows : 

On motion of Delegate Peatherston the 
portion of the report read was concurred 
in. 

Chairman Tveitmoe continued the report 
of the committee, as follows : 

First. American Federation of Labor. 
It is with pleasure that your Committee 
notes the harmonious relations which have 
existed during the past year between the 
officers of this Department and the officers 
of the American Federation of Labor, and 
we hope that the same friendly feelings 
will continue in the future. We recommend 
that this Department express its thanks to 
the American Federation of Labor for the 
valuable assistance which the parent or- 
ganization has so cheerfully and freely given 
the Department since its formation. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was adopted as read. 

Second. State Councils. We fully con- 
cur in the sentiments expressed by the 
President on this subject and recommend 
that State Building Trades Councils be 
organized wherever it may be found prac- 
ticable and possible to eflfect such organiza- 
tions. 

Drlbgate Huddell — "I suggest that that 
part of the report of the committee be re- 
ferred to the Committee on State Organiza- 
tions, so they will at least get into the rec- 
ords as reporting something. I move that 
that part of the report be so referred, as it 
deals with state organizations. (Seconded 
and carried.) 

Third. State Lesrislation. We heartily 
concur with the opinion set forth in the 
President's report that the State Councils 
should work in perfect harmony with the 
State Federations of Labor and we recom- 
mend that they act unitedly in their efforts 
to secure boneficial labor legislation in the 
various States. 

The recommendation of the committee was 
concurred in. 

Fourth. Local Building Trades Councils. 
Your Committee does not fully concur In 
the opinion of the President concerning laws 
for the Local Departments. It is a ques- 
tion, which must to a certain extent be 
governed by local conditions, and we, there- 
fore, recommend that Local Building Trades 
Councils be allowed to make their own laws 
consistent with the general laws of the 
Building Trades Department subject to the 
approval of the Executive Council. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be concurred in. 



After a brief discussion of the report by 
Delegate Duffy the motion was carried. 

Fifth. Local Membership. Your Com- 
mittee agrees with the opinion set forth in 
the President's report on this subject and 
we recommend that this paragraph of the 
report be referred to the Committee on 
Laws for its consideration. * 

The recommendation of the committee was 
concurred in. 

Sixth. Sympathetic Strikes. Your Com- 
mittee agrets with the President that Sym- 
pathetic Strikes should be used with dis- 
cretion but we believe, however, that It is 
a matter which must be left largely to the 
care and wisdom of the Local Departments, 
to be handled in accordance with the general 
and local laws and the principles of trade 
unionism. 

The recommendation of the committee was 
concurred in. 

Seventh. Hod Carriers and Building 
Laborers. Your Committee devoted several 
hours to the consideration of this subject, 
listening to voluminous evidence and able 
arguments submitted by Delegate D. d'Alles- 
sandro. President of the Hod Carriers and 
Building Laborers' International Association ; 
President Klrby and Herman Lllllen, Presi- 
dent of the Hod Carriers and Building La- 
borers' District Council of Chicago. After 
a careful and thorough analysis of this 
case, your Committee finds that President 
Klrby Is to be highly commended for his 
able efforts and endeavors to carry out the 
recommendation of the Denver Convention, 
and It Is with deep feelings of re.?ret, we 
find that the Executive Officers of the Hod 
Carriers and Building Laborers' Inter- 
national Association have utterly failed to 
comply with the recommendations of this 
Department and purposely neglected to co- 
operate with our President, even to the ex- 
tent of totallv ignoring his recommendations, 
which if adopted would have resulted In an 
effective and strong organization of the craft. 
We, therefore, recommend that the Hod Car- 
riers and Building Laborers' International 
Union be given sixty days In which to comply 
with the recommendations of the Denver 
Convention as set forth in the President's 
report, and if the organization fails to carry 
out the order of this Department within the 
time specified, we further recommend that 
its Charter b*^ revoked and that the Presi- 
dent of this Department be authorized and 
empowered to call a Convention at as early 
a date as possible of all the Hod Carriers 
and Building Laborers In the United States 
and Canada for the purpose of re-organizlng 
that craft into one solid and compact In- 
ternational Union, under the protection of 
the Building Trades Department of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

A motion was made and seconded that the 
report of the committee be concurred in. 

Delegate d'Allssandr discussed the ques- 
tion at length, and said li> part : "I think 
If this Is adopted the Department will be 
going too far. A recommendation was 



EEPORT OF PEOCEEDINGS. 



63 



made in the last convention in Denver to 
•call a convention within sil months, but 
-we could not do it as there was no money 
in the treasury. You all know how much 
it costs to hold conventions. A recom- 
mendation was made that we take in all the 
seceding organizations upon the payment of 
per capita tax. What locals made appli- 
cation and agreed to do this? We did not 
refuse to take in any local union that 
offered to comply with that recommenda- 
tion. A recommendation was made to move 
the general oflBce to Indianapolis. We could 
not do that ; the convention voted to estab- 
lish the office in Albany. 

"We have a good organization now, but 
we have done the work to make It so our- 
selves ; we did not ask this Department for 
help. Now we ask only for justice ; we ask 
the Department not to discriminate against 
the Building Laborers. It is stated in the 
report that Herman Lilien appeared be- 
fore the committee. Who is Horman Lilien? 
Is he affiliated with this body? Does he 
belong to an affiliated International? The 
same thing occurred a year ago when the 
committee recommended the seating of Her- 
man Lilien and John Breen from expelled 
organlaztions. These people have never 
asked to come with us. I made a propo- 
sition to take in any suspended local, or 
any other local, on the payment of the 
fifteen cents per capita tax." 

Delegate Etchison discussed the question 
briefly, and said in part : "I would like 
to see all those organizations taken in, but, 
on the other hand, it will be all wrong to 
call a convention of an organization that 
has .iust held one and has paid out a great 
deal of money to send its delegates there. 
If this Department revokes the charter of 
the Building Laborers I want you to con- 
sider what it will mean to the organizations 
already in the International. I am in an 
orfranization that was independent since 
1876 until I came to Indianapolis and got 
them Into the International. They had a 
benefit of one hundred dollars. Now they 
have been in this organization just long 
enough to become entitled to the benefits. 
If we have to wait another six months or a 
year we will again become an independent 
organization and remain so. You must 
think of the organizations that have been 
taken from one place to another, and now 
when they have got into the International 
you want something else done." 

Delegate Smith — "Has the Building 



Trades Department a right to revoke a char- 
ter it did not issue?" 

ChairmaxV Ryan — "The Building Trades 
Department has a right to revoke the char- 
ter of any organization that is affiliated 
with it." 

Delegate Duffy discussed the question, and 
said in part : "The last convention gave 
mandatory orders and they should not have 
been ignored. At that convention we had 
this same trouble with the Building La- 
borers. Their organization was in bad 
shape and we all felt for them. Today they 
are still in bad shape, and we feel for 
them now and want to do something for 
them. We ordered them to hold a con- 
vention within six months, but they did not 
do it. They drifted along until the time 
for their regular convention. That conven- 
tion has but recently closed. They did not 
try to help themselves, and they are In 
worse shape than they have been for a 
long time. Their organization is not con- 
ducted as it ought to be. This Depart- 
ment does not believe in independent or 
dual organizations ; we don't want them ; 
we want organizations affiliated with their 
international organizations, and the inter- 
nationals affiliated with this Department. 
The nineteen or twenty trades in here are 
willing to help you all they can ; our or- 
ganizations at home are willing to help 
you, but are getting these organizations into 
trouble all the time. 

"I am in favor of the report of the com- 
mittee if the word 'recommend' is taken 
out and the word 'ordered' used instead. 
They should be ordered to hold a conven- 
tion within a given time to try to reorganize 
the Building Laborers and take in those 
who have been suspended, dropped out or 
have never belonged at all." 

Delegate Huddell in discussing the ques- 
tion said in part : "It is somewhat of a 
surprise to me now, and it was somewhat of 
a surprise to me at the Denver convention 
of this Department, to see international of- 
ficers stand on the fioor and give .all the 
protection they possibly * could think of to 
organizations that are not a part of an 
international Union. I don't care what the 
reason was that caused a local to secede or 
become suspended ; when that local left the 
cloak of tho international it had no right 
to be considered by this organization. It is 
surprising to think that a committee of 
building tTBidea men. ^j^^^VoX.^^ ^s^3 >Oss&^x^55^- 
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dent of the Building Trades Department 
should recommend that independent and 
seceding organizations be given this con- 
sideration. Now are we going to consider 
the man who has been doing his best to put 
his organization in proper shape, or are we 
to consider the organization that went out 
and has not paid a cent to this movement? 
That is not the sort of precedent we should 
establish here. Are we going to revoke a 
charter that has been issued by the Ameri- 
can B'ederation of Labor? If the same 
amount of energy and thought and work 
had been used to make the independent or- 
ganizations in the different large cities come 
into the international movement it would 
be in better condition. In New York and 
Chicago international organizations affiliated 
with this Department are fostering and 
harboring independent building laborers' or- 
ganizations, and then the representatives of 
those internationals come here and talk of 
taking away the charter of the Building 
Laborers if they do not do certain things 
within sixty days. Be careful that this 
does not act as a boomerang on some of 



the men who are going to vote on this 
proposition. .We should do everything in 
our power to compel those independent or- 
ganizations to come into the international 
movement, not say to an international or- 
ganization that we will put it below the 
independent organization ; that it will have 
no protection by staying in the legitimate 
labor movement of this country ; that if 
some organization secedes and tnen comes 
to the Building Trades Department they 
must take it in on its own terms or have 
their charter revoked. I believe in pro- 
tecting the men who want to stay In here 
and do right. I hope the convention will 
not adopt the report of the committee.** 

Chairman Ryan — "We have a special 
order of business for three o'clock this 
afternoon. We have agreed to go on a 
trolley ride arranged by the local com- 
mittee." 

On motion of Delegate Featherston the 
convention was adjourned to re-convene at 
9 o'clock a. m., Thursday, October 14th. 
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3URTH DAY~Thursday Morning Session 



<rentIon was called to order at 

a. m., Thursday, October 14th, 

Clrby in the chair. 

ill by the Secretary showed all 

es present. 

sldent Ryan in the chair. 

OP COMMITTEE ON PRESI- 
DENT'S REPORT, 
rman announced that discussion 
esumed on Section 7 of the re- 
e committee, in ro^ard to the 
rs and Building Laborers' mat- 

Kirby in discussing the ques- 
in part : "The words of the 
report are true in regard to this 
ry one of them. I wrote it to 
epresentatives of the building 
exact situation as it appeared 
e resolution that was adopted 
iver convention said, "and we 
!ommend that a convention, 

special, be held, preferably 
months, for the thorough amal- 
r re-organization of that body.* 
g Laborers refused to co-operate 
Ve asked for a list of the or- 
and it was not sent to us. We 
J to take any steps or do any 



business with the organizations outside 
the International organization of the Hod 
Carriers and Building Laborers because we 
could not assure them if a convention was 
called that they would be seated and 
given representation. We had a meeting of 
the Executive Council in Pittsburg in Feb- 
ruary. We asked President d'Alessandro 
and Mr. Stemburg, who was then secre- 
tary, to give us a written statememt of the 
organizations that were not affiliated, that 
had been expelled, suspended or that had 
seceded from the International. They both 
promised to furnish such a list, but we 
have never received it. I asked President 
d'Alessandro for a copy of their constitu- 
tion, and made the same request of Sec- 
retary Stemburg. They said they were 
unable to furnish it then, but President 
d'Alessandro said he would send it to our 
office. He says he has done so. It has 
never boen received. I understand their 
constitution makes a material difference in 
regard to the admission of organizations 
that have been suspended and those that 
have seceded. They sent out a circular, but 
the one President d'Alessandro had here 
yesterday was the first one I had seen. 
That makes no provision for any organiza- 
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tlon except the ones that have been sus- 
pended. The others would have to await 
the action of their convention. I could 
not guarantee to them that they would be 
seated." 

Delegate d'Alessandbo — "Did you re- 
receive any applications from the sus- 
pended locals? Do you know that any such 
applications have been sent to us and that 
we refused them V* 

President Eibbt — "They would not 
make application unless we would give them 
a definite statement as to how they could 
be admitted." 

Delegate Comerford — "The President of 
the Hod Carriers and Building Laborers 
has attempted to show that none of these 
outside organizations has attempted to come 
back. Is it not a fact that Herman Lilien, 
the representative of fourteen thousand hod 
carriers and building laborers in Chicago 
took the trouble to go to their convention 
and was denied the privilege of the fioor?" 

Delegates Etchison and Smith stated later 
in the discussion that Mr. Lilien appeared 
before the convention and asked the privilesre 
of the fioor ; that an election was being h^d 
at the time and the convention refused to 
grant the request, but later they consented 
to hear him, but he had left the city. 

Secretary Spencer discussed the ques- 
tion, and said in part : "The International 
organization of the Building Laborers has 
contested every position taken by the De- 
partment since the Denver convention. The 
Department was given definite instructions 
by the Denver convention, and the officers 
endeavored to carry them out. We have 
asked for a list of the local unions that 
have seceded, been expelled or suspended. 
We also asked for copies of their constitu- 
tion. Delegate d'Alessandro has stated that 
the office has been furnished with such 
copies. At no time and at no place has 
the Department through Its officers been 
tendered any of these documents requested 
in the Pittsburg Executive Council meeting. 
If I understand their international law cor- 
rectly there Is a difference between the 
terms on which a seceding local and an 
expelled local can be admitted. A seceding 
local can re-affiliate upon very liberal terms, 
but a local expelled for having seceded can- 
not be reinstated except upon the recom- 
mendation of the convention. This may 
appear a trivial matter, but in all this 
great range of local unions that have seceded 
there is but one that has been expelled for 



secession, and that one can only return on 
the conditions named by the convention. 

Delegate Etchison — "I do not think 
the convention should blame the Inter- 
national or the present officers for some- 
thing done by H. A. Stemburg, a man who 
is now out of the organization. I want to 
see those ether locals brought into the Inter- 
national on terms that will not hurt the 
locals now in ; but I am opposed to bring- 
ing In other organizations that have paid 
nothing to keep up the International and 
giving them the same privileges in a con- 
vention as those who have carried on the 
organization so far. I am opposed to putting 
the organizations now in the International 
on a level with those that are outside. If 
the officers of the organization do not suit 
those who are out, let them come into the 
organization and put them out. We don't 
want this Department to put us out and 
allow them to come in. How would you 
like to have an independent organization 
of any of your trades come in here and ask 
the Department to put you out and let them 
some in?" 

Delegate d'Alessandbo — "Yesterday a 
delegate said 'reorganize the Hod Carriers 
and Building Laborers.' We are doing it. 
We have gotten In 127 locals since the last 
convention. We did try to carry out the 
recommendations of the Denver convention. 
Nothing could be done to call the conven- 
tion because we were told there was no 
money. I had not been general president 
for a great while, and I did not know what 
had been done in the office. Stemburgh 
would not agree to call the convention ; he 
said there was no money. I went to the 
conference in Pittsburg in February and 
met the Executive Council of the Depart- 
ment. There I was asked for the docu- 
ments mentioned. Brother Kirby and 
Brother Spencer says they never received 
them. I never received a line from those 
gentlemen in regard to carrying out the 
Denver recommendations, but in March I 
received a letter from Secretary - Morrison 
asking me to come to Washington. I met 
Secretary Spencer there. We spoke of the 
expelled locals. The part of the constitu- 
tion spoken of by the secretary was adopted 
at the beginning of the organization. Mr. 
Morrison asked me for a list of the ex- 
pelled and suspended locals. I sent them, 
and suppose he got them. It is true we 
failed to call a convention within six 
months. The locals reported against it. We 
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held our convention and it is only two 
weeks since it closed, and now you ask us 
to hold another within sixty days. I do 
not think that is right. We have not re- 
fused to take in any locals. I have been 
working the best I knew how for the Hod 
Carriers and Building Laborers, and in the 
past seven months we have paid up all our 
debts and have money in the treasury. We 
will take in any local that wants to come 
on the payment of thirty cents for each 
member, fifteen cents for per capita and 
fifteen cents for the due book. We will 
take them in whether tney are suspended or 
seceding locals. 

"We have never failed to carry out the 
recommendations of this Department when 
we could do so, but we cannot do so if you 
make recommendations it is impossible for 
OS to carry out I think this convention 
will be doing wrong to adopt the recom- 
mendation of the committee. We have been 
working hard to build up the organization, 
and we don't want people who have not 
paid a penny to come in and try to break 
it up." 

Delegate Kennedy in discussing the ques- 
tion opposed the report of the committee, 
and said in part : "This is a matter of 
vital importance to the building crafts. No 
good can come from adopting the report 
of the committee, but a great deal of harm 
can come. We have no assurance that these 
people who are outside would come in if a 
convention is held. There is only one solu- 
tion of this difficulty, and that is for the 
building trades to take a hand in the mat- 
ter and settle it. The President of the 
Hod Carriers offered the independent locals 
good terms to come in. Why do the build- 
nig trades in the large cities do as we did 
in Boston? We had strike after strike, 
but we stood by the unions that were affili- 
ated with the A. F. of L., and in the end 
the trouble was solved. The same thing 
can be done In other cities. If you revoke 
their charter you will re-open that trouble. 
If the buildincr trades stand by this or- 
ganization in every city there will be no 
need of imposing on these people another 
convention." 

Vice President McSorley in speaking for 
the committee, said in part : "This matter 
was gone into thoroughly in the Denver 
convention. Their methods of doing busi- 
ness were brought to light, and it was 
shown the organizations now called 
seceders had some justification for being 



out. Their president spoke of the number 
of locals that had been added to their or- 
ganization, but the records of this Depart- 
ment will show that in spite of that their 
membership on the whole has decreased ma- 
terially. We brought in a report we thought 
would do Justice to all parties concerned." 

Delegate Tveitmoe, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee, in defending the report of the com- 
mittee, said in part : "So far I have not 
heard in the opposition anything that re- 
motely touches upon the report of the com- 
mittee. The only delegates who have 
really discussed the question at Issue are 
those who have spoken in favor of it. This 
report deals with facts and nothing else. 
The committee finds that President Klrby 
has honestly and diligently tried to carry 
out the recommendation of the Denver con- 
vention. We also found, and we deeply 
regret this, that the executive officers of 
the Hod Carriers and Building Laborers 
failed, and purposely failed, to co-operate 
with the President of this Department. 
Some of the members of the committee were 
In favor of more summary action than we 
recommended ; they were in favor of re- 
voking the charter without allowing them 
the sixty days of grace. 

"We find that they have an organization 
of less than 9,000 members In good stand- 
ing, according to the report of their presi- 
dent to their late convention. We find also 
that there are large organizations of hod 
carriers in the Industrial centers from 
New York to San Francisco that are not In 
their International. There seems to be a 
concerted movement to keep them out. We 
hold there ou?:ht to be a hod carriers and 
building laborers' international affiliated 
with this Department that will be second 
to no other international. There are a 
largo number of local unions on the Pa- 
cific Coast, one of them of very long stand- 
ing that has $55,000 in its treasury. The 
hod carriers of San Francisco are as good 
union men as there are in the country, and 
when you have a real international they 
will be members of it. If you do not carry 
a Building Trades Council card you cannot 
belong to their organization. 

"The orders of this Department must be 
enforced. It was organized for ine purpose 
of taking care of the building industry so 
far as the Journeymen and laborers are 
concerned, and if we fall to do that we 
might as well adjourn sine die. We want 
to get every man who works In the build- 



68 



REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS. 



ing industry into a local that belongs to 
an international affiliated with this De- 
partment.'' 

Delegate Smith in discussing the question, 
said in part: "I think sixty days is a 
very short time to prepare for such a con- 
vention. Our convention is only over two 
weeks. At that convention all our locals 
were represented by delegates. If we go 
back and ask them to send other delegates 
in sixty days from this time they will re- 
fuse. The report should state how we are 
to fix things to have such a convention 
and who is to pay for it. The report ought 
to be referred back to the committee and 
made more specific.'* 

Delegate d'Alessandro — "The Secretary 
of the Committee in his speech referred 
to the independent organizations. This In- 
ternational has been organized since 1903 
and the San Francisco organization has 
never asked for affiliation. Somebody said 
there were fourteen thousand organized hod 
carriers and building laborers in the Chi- 
cago .organization. They were in this In- 
ternational, but they never paid on that 
membership. We asked the San Franclso 
organization and others on the coast to 
come in. but we received no reply from 
them. When we refuse to take them in you 
have a right to say something. Why don't 
you help us get them in? What we have 
accomplished we have done ourselves. In 
February, 1908, we got eleven locals in." 

Delegate McKeb — "My understanding 
of the desire of the building trades for a 
department of this sort was because there 
was no way of compelling concerted action. 
The trades were acting in an independent 
manner and there was chaos and confusion. 
I stand here today to support the utmost 
discipline : but in my judgment the place 
to apply it is a more important matter 
than the infliction of that discipline. We 
are apt to have differences of opinion in 
our organizations, and both sides may have 
good reasons for their opinions ; but a so- 
lution of this question is to give the 
benefit of the doubt to the legitimate body. 
The report of this Department shows that 
the Building Laborers have increased their 
membership in the last seven months. They 
are making progress. The large cities have 
been spoken of. I hold that the member- 
ship of all the smaller cities is more im- 
portant than the dictatorial membership of 
6ome of the larger cities. We can afford to 
let those large cities be independent if we 



can get all the smaller cities. Of course 
we want the large cities to aflillate with 
them ; but I cannot see where you are war- 
ranted in saying that you will take their 
charter away and organize the whole out- 
fit. You promise something you have no 
assurance you can do, and you will throw 
down something that is an assured fact in 
trying to do it. The proper thfhg to do is 
to order the outside men to accept the terms 
of the International Union. They have 
stated that all they demand is what all of 
us demand of our affiliated members, an 
amount of money sufficient to place them 
in good standing on the books. If this 
were a fight among organizations connected 
with us there would be some excuse for 
this report ; but when the dissension comes 
from those on the outside the best thing to 
do is to say to them, 'Go and settle your 
troubles with the International Union of 
the Hod Carriers.' The proper thing to 
do Is to maintain the prestige of the body 
that has fought with you, and let those 
that have not done so go i^rough the 
resrular channels to square themselves with 
their organization." 

Delegate Huddell offered as a substitute 
for the report of the committee the follow- 
ing : "That the International officers of 
the Hod Carriers and Building Laborers 
furnish at once a statement of the terms 
under which all locals not now members of 
the International can become a part of that 
organization ; that the Secretary of this De- 
partment issue a circular to all independent 
unions of hod carriers and building laborers 
stating a time when they can affiliate, and 
failing to do so, that- the Local Building 
Trades Councils shall be instructed to un- 
seat them until they become a part of the 
International Hod Carriers and Building 
Trades Union." 

Delegate McKee — "I move the adoption 
of the substitute." (Seconded.) 

Delegate Huddell In discussing the sub- 
stitute, said In part : "The remarks of the 
secretary of the committee surprised me. I 
do not think they are on good, solid ground. 
He speaks of all the independent laborers 
organizations in the country, and then tells 
us that in San Francisco a building laborer 
cannot work without the card of the Council. 
The International President of the Hod 
Carriers stated that these people did not 
reply to his Invitations to affiliate. His argu- 
ments are not consistent. Why do not 
these independent organizations apply to 
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tlie International for aflBUatlon? I hope 

tlie substitute will prevail, and that those 

organizations In San Francisco, Chicago and 

otlier large cities will be put where they 

belong. Do the work. Let the Executive 

Council give them time to affiliate with 

tlie International, and if they do not, then 

issue an order from this Department on 

trade union lines to the local departments 

to put them out. Where these Independents 

are harbored by the legitimate building 

trades departments make them put them 

out. 

•♦If you adopt the report of the committee 
you will be saying to the seceders, ♦You can 
come back on your own terms, and those 
who have stayed in the union will be put 
out. We will turn your International or- 
ganization over to the independents, be- 
cause you have just held a convention and 
you cannot get your delegates to another 
in sixty days.' That Is just what you have 
said. I don't believe this ^convention will 
stand for it." 

Delegate McSorlby, Chairman of the 
Committee — "Delegate Huddell loses sight of 
the fact that the committee considered the 
violation of the mandates of the Denver 
convention, not what we are going to do 
with the organization. This is the propo- 
sition that was before the committee, and 
that is what we acted on. ' 

Secretary Tveitmoe — "The committee 
considered that the orders of the Denver 
convention of this Department have not 
been complied with. That is admitted by 
the President of the Hod Carriers. The 
recommendations of the President and of 
the Department have not been complied 
with, they have bern ignored. We did not 
consider the question of secession ; ti^at 
was not involved at all ; it is a question 
of enforcing the orders of t^is Depart- 
ment. The committee found that no effort 
had been made by the officers of the Hod 
Carriers to carry out the orders of the De- 
partment ; but, on the other hand, seemed 
to evade them, to treat them with apathy 
and indifference. The committee felt, and 
feels now, that the orders of the Denver 
convention have not been carried out in 
good faith." ?* 

Delegate Tripplb — "The committee be- 
lieves the orders of the Denver convention 
should be carried out. We recommended 
that they hold a convention within sixty 
days. If we had let the recommendation 
rest there we would have had the same con- 



dition as we have in regard to the Den- 
ver recommendation. For that reason a 
penalty was inserted." 

Secretary Spencer — "I do not desire to 
discuss this question. What I have said 
has been in answer to charges by the officers 
of the International.' I think the order of 
the Denver convention should have been 
carried out. We are anxious to arrive at 
a conclusion of this matter that will en- 
able us to have all the Hod Carriers and 
Building Laborers organized in one inter- 
national union. A condition that permits 
of three organizations, in even a country 
as large as America, must be uprooted. 
The Denver convention tried to settle this 
difficulty in a good, straight, trade union 
spirit. They hoped to establish one inter- 
national union. I take the position that 
we ought to try to organize the laborers 
in the present International Union. I am 
with the present organization ; but I be- 
lieve we should endeavor to conform to the 
rules and ethics of the movement as well 
as to the decisions of this organization. If 
we cannot carry out our own decisions we 
will be told in a very short time that we 
are very much like organizations at present 
attempting to deal with trade union con- 
flict. We should settle this through the in- 
strumentality of the present organization. 
I am satisfied the proper course to pursue 
is to re-jCommit this to the committee to 
submit a plan by which the convention can 
be called and the terms on which the out- 
side organizations can come in. We would 
then be following out the Denver law." 

Delegate Etchison — "One delegate said 
the hod carriers in his jurisdiction could not 
work without a card of the Building Trades 
Council, yet they are independent hod 
carriers. Does not that violate Section 7 
of our Constitution? When the Electrical 
Workers had a split we got orders to unseat 
them or we would lose our charters. No 
organization can get into our Council in 
Indianapolis unless it is affiliated with an 
International affiliated with the A. F. of L. 
I think some of the organizations in the 
United States have not played fair with the 
Hod Carriers ; still they want the Hod 
Carriers to play fair." 

Delegate McNulty spoke briefly on the 
question, and stated that the question under 
discussion was not parallel with the case 
of the Electrical Workers, and objected to 
any such comparisons Deing made. 

In answer to a question by Delegate Mc- 
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Kee, as to whether the Hod Carriers and 
Building Laborers' organization had not 
increased in the past seven months, Secre- 
tary Spencer stated there had been no pre- 
ceptlble growth. 

Delegate Peeny moved as a substitute for 
the whole that the matter be referred back 
to the committee. (Seconded by Secretary 
Spencer.) 

The question of referring was discussed 
briefly by Delegates Feeny, Huddell, Alcott, 
McSorley, Hannahan, Tveitmoe and Leslie. 

Vice Pkesidbnt Hannahax — "A motion 
was made early in this discussion to grant 
the privilege of the floor to President Lilien, 
of the Hod Carriers of Chicago. Would it 
not be well to act on this now?" 

Chairman Ryan stated that it was his 
opinion that such a representative could not 
be granted the privilege of the floor with- 
out unanimous consent. He stated there 
were provisions for hearing from the rep- 
resentatives of organizations aflSliated with 
the A. P. of L., but he would rule that in 
the case of outside representatives unani- 
mous consent would have to be secured. 

The question was discussed briefly by 
Dele«xates Hannahan and Raven. It was 
decided to defer the request for unanimous 
consent to the privilege of the floor for 
President Lllien until after the motion to 
refer had been voted on. 

Vice President Hannahan in thfe chair. 

Vice President Ryan discussed the ques- 
tion briefly, and said in part : "I wish to 
sustain the statement made by the Presi- 
dent of this Department as to his eflPorts to 
bring about a peaceful state of affairs 
among the building laborers. I attended 
the meeting of the Executive Council in 
Pittsburg. The President and Secretary of 
the Building Laborers were asked to sub- 
mit a written statement as to --ow the 
outside organizations could aflSliate. They 
promised to do so. The then Secretary, 
Mr. Stemburgh, left the city. We again 
made the request of their President. He 
said he was willing to do a lot of things 
not in strict accord with law, but he might 
be hampered by somebody on his executive 
board. The President of this Department 
said : Must give us the exact conditions 
and we will be willing to go before all these 
locals and urge them to comply with those 
conditions and reaflBliate with your organiza- 
tion.' He could not give that statement 
without a consultation with Stemburgh or 
some one on his executive board. They 



say these documents were sent to the D^ 
partment. Is it reasonable to suppose 
that the United States mails In all these 
cases failed to bring the documents to our 
headquarters? Is there an opinion among 
the delegates that all the ofllcers of the 
Building Trades Department have their 
hands raised against the International 
Union of Hod Carriers and Building Labor- 
ers? There is not a delegate here more 
anxious than I am to see that fair, im- 
partial and equal Justice is given to those 
parties, but flrst, last and ah the time, 1 
am behind the fellow who is a regular. As 
between him and the fellow who may not 
have many faults, but is not regular, I am 
willing to give the one who Is regular the 
benefit of the doubt." 

Vice President Ryan in concluding his 
discussion, spoke in favor of the motion 
to recommit to the committee. 

The motion offered by Delegate Feeney, 
that the repoft be referred back to the 
committee, was carried. 

Vice President Ryan in the chair. 

Secretary Tveitmoe, for the Committee on 
President's report, continued to report as 
follows : 

Eighth. Denver. We concur with the 
President, but recommend no action, as this 
subject is dealt with in the report of the 
Executive Council, and will be treated by 
that Committee. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Ninth. Chicago. With the exception of 
the criticism passed on the Elevator Con- 
structors for not endeavoring to help them- 
selves and application of the term "strike 
breakers" to members of a sister organiza- 
tion, your committee concurs in the opinion 
of the President and we recommend that 
the entire subject-matter treated in this 
paragraph of the President's report be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Adjustment. 

Delegate Solomon — "I move the adoption 
of the report of the committee." (Sec- 
onded. ) 

President Kirby — "I have no objection 
to the report of the committee. I want to 
warn you that if you go out and do wrong 
I am going to tell you about it, and I do 
not care for the eflPect upon my own future 
when I do it. There was the most damn- 
able attack in the city of Chicago that 
ever came to my knowledge. There exists 
in the city of Chicago — and I have seen it 
myself — an agreement signed by seven differ- 
organizations to do the work of an organiza- 



BEPORT OF PROCEEDINGS. 



71 



tlon whose members, were on strike. They 
have been called strike-breakers. I 
am telling you about things just as I saw 
them. As long as I am in the labor move- 
ment I am going to tell you these things, 
and I will put them down in black and 
white. When I criticize the Elevator Con- 
structors I do not know but there may 
he extenuating circumstances when they 
^Id rot assist their own brothers in Chi- 
cago, but in other cities they were work- 
iJig for the same company that was trying 
to destroy their organization in Chicago. 
X have no objection to the report of the 
committee ; but I want these remarks in the 
record." 

Delegate Woodberry, in discussing the 
question, said in part : "I do not object to 
this going to the Adjustment Committee, but 
I do not want a discussion ot it to be de- 
layed until a large number of delegates 
have gone home. If this convention does not 
go on record in support of the locals of the 
International Unions in the city of Chicago 
that complied with the law of the Building 
Trades Department and formed a Council 
and struck to support one affiliated trade 
against that portion of the movement that 
saw fit to sign that agreement with the 



Otis Elevator Company, you will be doing 
wrong, you cannot afford to do it. The 
delegates from Chicago want action." 

The question of referring was briefly 
discussed by Delegates Raven, McNulty, 
Tveitmoe, Peeney and McSorley. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was carried, and the matter re- 
ferred to the Adjustment Committee. 

Delegate Edeler stated that Delegate Jo 
Evans had been called to Chicago, and would 
not be in the convention during the rest of 
the sessions. 

President Kirby announced that Delegate 
Edeler would be appointed to serve on the 
Committee on Resolutions made vacant by 
the absence of Delegate Evans. 

A representative of the local committee 
announced that the delegates were invited 
to take part in an automobile trip around 
the city on Friday afternoon at four o'clock, 
and to attend a banquet in the evening. 

Both Invitations were accepted, a mo- 
tion being adopted that the convention sus- 
pend the rules and adjourn at four o'clock 
Friday afternoon. 

At 12 o'clock the convention was ad- 
journed to 2 o'clock p. m. 



FOURTH DAY— Thursday Afternoon Session 



The convention was called to order at 2 
o'clock p. m., Thursday, October 14th, 
President Kirby in the chair. 

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE. 

Delegate Duffy, for the Special Committee 
appointed to consider the insurance propo- 
sition, presented by Mr. Geo. B. Gerau, 
reported as follows : , 

"Having carefully inquired into, investi- 
gated as fully as possible, and considered 
the plan as proposed and submitted by Mr. 
Geo. B. Gerau and approved by the State 
Building Trades Council of California, rela- 
tive to the formation and organizing of 
The Protective Union Labor Insurance Com- 
pany of the United States and Canada for 
the protection of Labor Organizations in 
the payment of Insurance Beneflts ; and 
after hearing Mr. Gerau explain in detail 
the scope and method undfer which said 
company is to be operated and conducted, 
your committee admits and acknowledges 
that the formation of such a company is a 
step in the right direction in order that 



the rights and benefits — as far as Insurance 
is concerned — of the organized wage work- 
ers of our country may be preserved and 
retained without forcing National and In- 
ternational Labor Unions to incorporate. 

"We therefore willingly endorse the pro- 
position, scope, plan and prospectus of The 
Protective Union Labor Insurance Company 
of the United States and Canada as pro- 
posed and submitted to us by Mr. Gerau — 
as herewith attached — and recommend it to 
the favorable consideration of the organiza- 
tions affiliated with the Building Trades 
Department of the American Federation of 
Labor. 

(Signed.) "FRANK DUFFY, Chairman, 
"O. A. TVEITMOE, 8e(fy. 
"F. J. McNULTY, 
"WM. J. McSORLEY, 
"JAS. G. HANNAHAN." 

Following Is the plan and prospectus ot 
the company and the proposition referred to 
in the report: 
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LEGAL STATUS OF THB QUESTION OF 

FRATERNAL DEPARTMENTS AND SO- 
CIETIES 

vs. 

INSURANCE COMPANIES. 

The Anti-Labor Insurance Companies, 
which are organized and incorporated purely 
for profit, in the course of human events 
have realized that the only successful rivals 
they have in the field of competition are the 
Fraternal Departments, as identified with 
the National and International Labor Or- 
ganizations, as well as outside fraternal 
benefit orders, and societies, and in view of 
this prevailing condition through tainted 
moneyed influence, and the allied component 
parts of the common ravages, they have 
brought about legislation in seventeen differ- 
ent States, which precludes and prohibits 
the fraternal departments of our various 
National and International Labor Organiza- 
tions from paying benefits in the future, un- 
less incorporated and coming under the 
jurisdiction of the statutes regulating and 
governing the operations of insurance com- 
panies. 

The statutes of the several different 
States, as amended, and those recently legis- 
lated, are construed substantially as follows, 
to-wit : 

No fraternal benefit order or society, un- 
less incorporated, can solicit membership 
wherein the constitution o fsuch fraternal 
benefit order or society particularly describes 
the business of the insurance in connection 
with the other purposes for which such 
fraternal benefit order or society has been 
formed, or wherein the constitution of such 
fraternal or benefit order or society consti- 
tutes a contract for liability insurance. The 
writer calls the attention to the statutes 
of New York. Sections 3, 77, 106 to 127, in- 
clusive. Any fraternal benefit order or so- 
ciety which has incorporated the above 
stated provisions in their constitution is 
operatinc: herein, the State of New York, 
in conflict with the provisions of the 
statutes of the said State recrulatinfl: such 
matters. Furthermore, any person who is 
a representative of such a fraternal benefit 
order or society, in the said State of New 
York, in the solicitation or procurement of 
risks in such a fraternal benefit order or 
society, or who In any manner aids in the 
transaction of business for such fraternal 
benefit order or society, is liable to prose- 
cution for misdemeanor under the provisions 
of Section r»77 .T of the Penal Code of the 
State of New York. In connection with the 
above provisions, the attention is called to 
the nrovisions of Section 40 of the statutes 
of the State of New York, belns of the 
insurance law, definins: the term ''Agent.'' 

Section 214 of Article 6 of Chapter 690 of 
the Insurance Laws of 1802 of the State of 
New York, is called to the attention, wherein 
vou will find exemption of certain fraternal 
benefit orders or societies from tne appli- 
cation of the statutes wherein the maximum 
amount of benefits granted in case of 
disability do not exceed the maximum 
amount of benefits, as prescribed by the 
statute .Section 214 of New York. 



Section 1 of the statute of the Insurance 
Law of the State of New York prescribes 
that said law shall apply to all corpora- 
tions authorized by law to make Insurance. 
The only relief granted by the Legislature 
of the State of New York from its appli- 
cation Is contained In several sections, 
amon? which is Section 214. The Depart- 
ment of Insurance in the said State of New 
York has ruled, that in case of fraternal 
benefit orders or societies being formed by 
the employees of any certain corporation or 
any particular craft, the same can avoid 
coming in conflict with the provisions of 
the Insurance Law in the said State by 
not issulns: a certificate of membership 
(which is commonly known to us as a mem- 
bership card), which agrees to pay insur- 
ance benefits, and in addition thereto avoid 
in the constitution and by-laws (of snob 
fraternal benefit order or society), making 
a specific agreement covering insurance 
benefits. While, even although no contract 
Is Issued, the incorporation of a provision 
in the constitution or by-laws of such fra- 
ternal benefit order or society, for the pay- 
ment of insurance benefits and the ac- 
ceptance of such provisions by a member 
constitutes a contract. 

The maximum amount of benefits as al- 
lowed by the statutes of the seventeen dllfer- 
ent States is between the amount of $200.00 
to $.300.00 per member. The other 
statutes of the seventeen dlflTerent States 
are substantially the same as the statues 
of New York defining the scope legally of 
fraternal benefit orders or societies. 

Therefore, if we are legally obliged to 
eliminate the contract for liability insur- 
ance or benefits, in our constitution or mem- 
bership card, the member of our National 
or International Labor Organizations, or his 
beneficiary, cannot legally claim indemnity. 
The protection is lost and the or&:anization 
conducting such business Is a' thing of the 
past, so far as benefits are concerned. 

The statutes of the State of New York 
defining the legisaltion wnich Is adverse 
to the welfare of organized labor. Is the 
Empire State of the Union, which has taken 
the initiative in enacting such laws, and 
which has brought about the enactment of 
similar laws in the sixteen other States of 
this Union, prohibiting the further trans- 
action of business of such fraternal orders 
or societies. 

This is only another move upon the part 
of the common capitalistic classes to disin- 
tegrate and disrupt the factions and or- 
ganizations consisting of millions of trades 
unionists, with the purpose In view, of forc- 
incT out of existence the binding link be- 
tween the man who toils for an existence 
and his respective organization, thereby 
depleting the financial resources of his or- 
ganization and forcing the membership of 
oriranized labor to unwittingly hold a policy 
In the Anti-Labor Insurance Company at a 
prohibitive rate of premium. 

In view of this prevailing condition of 
affairs, it occurs to the writer that organized 
labor has only two avenues of egress which 
present themselves In the light of alter- 
natives. One avenue of egress is for or- 
ganized labor to have these stringent laws 
modified through the ballots. This, of course. 
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good remedy, providing that organized 
• can withstand the siege which would 
^aged against them by the common 
:alistic classes for a great many years 
re they could receive any adequate re- 
through this kind of procedure. The 
r, and more expedient avenue of e?ress 
)r us to conform with the statutes of 
seventeen different States by incorpora- 
an insurance company of our own, 
onal in scopo and character, "to handle 
benefit features of our National and In- 
ational Labor Organizations, Central La- 
Councils, and Other Affiliated Bodies as 
tified with the American Federation of 
or, who are at the present time paying 
!fits," which is hereby expounded in the 
>wing prospectus : 

PROSPECTUS 

OP 

; Protective Uniox-Labor Insurance 

Company op The United States 

AND Canada. 

the Honorable Members of the Execu- 
Councils of the National and Inter- 

onal Labor Organizations, Central Labor 
ncils, and Other Affiliated Bodies as 
itifled with the American Federation of 
or. Their Local Unions and Their Re- 
tive Members. 

introductory, 
the Trades Unionists : — 
he Writer, George B. Greau, an ex- 
jnt and advocate of the constitutional 
ts of Organized Labor, residing in the 

and County of Los Angeles, and State 
!!alifomia, has the honor and pleasure 
espectfully submitting to the Executive 
ncils of the National and International 
>r Organizations, Central Labor Councils, 

Other Affiliated Bodies as Identified 

1 the American Federation of Labor, 
Ir Local Unions and Their Respective 
ibers, this prospectus and proposal with 
lew to soliciting subscriptions to the 
tal stock of the said Company, which 
ubstantially set forth in the following 
ner, to-wit : 

CLAUSE NO. 1. 

hat the Members of the Executive Coun- 
of the National and International Labor 
mizations. Central Labor Councils, and 
?r Affiliated Bodies as Identified with the 
rican Federation of Labor, Their Local 
^ns and Their Respective Members, to- 
er with the co-operation of the writer, 
rije B. Gerau, in their good discretion, 
nlze and effect, under the standards of 
inism, and in accordance with the 
utes of the State of Indiana, an Insur- 
r Company to be known and designed as 
Protective Union-Labor Insurance Com- 
\f of the United States and Canada, 
•einaftor referred to as Company," for 

purpose of establishing a standard of 
ranee at a standard rate, and further- 
e, for the purpose of advancing the wel- 

of organized labor, locally and univer- 
f throughout every city in the United 
:es where organized labor exists. 
CLAUSE NO. 2. 

hat the proposed Protective Union-La- 



bor Insurance Company of the United States 
and Canada, be incorporated by the members 
of the Executive Councils of the National 
and l7iternational Labor Organizations, Cen- 
tral Labor Councils, and Other Affiliated 
Bodies as Identified with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, Their Local Unions and 
Their Respective Members, through the 
courtesy and co-operation of the said George 
B. Gerau, with an authorized capital of Tico 
Million, Five Hundred Dollars ($2,500,00.00) 
Dollars, viz.: One Million (1,000,000) 
Shares, with a par value of Two and fifty 
one hundreds (.$2..50) Dollars per share, and 
Whereas, it is deemed wise and expedient 
to raise a surplus of Two Million, Five Hun- 
dred Thousand ($2,500,000.00) Dollars, in 
addition to said authorized capital, the 
book value or selling price of the capital 
stock t^ Five ($5.00) Dollars per Share. 

CLAUSE NO. 8. 

That it is proposed that the entire 
authorized capitalization of the said Co7n- 
pany be sold to and held by members of the 
Executive Councils of the National and In- 
ternational Labor Organizations, Central La- 
bor Councils, and Other Affiliated Bodies as 
Identified with the American Federation of 
Labor, Their Local Unions and Their Re- 
spective Members, Throughout the United 
States, so that the controlling interest in 
and to the said Company will be owned by 
Organized Labor. 

CLAUSE NO. 4. 

That it is further proposed that the 
capital stock of the said Company, to be 
sold to, owned and controlled by Organized 
Labor, shall be pooled forever, *'as soon as 
the said Company is incorporated and the 
stock is ready for issue," with the Execu- 
tive Councils of the National and Inter- 
national Labor Organizations, Central Labor 
Councils, Other Affilated Bodies as Identified 
with the American Federation of Labor, and 
Their Local Unions, wherever the stock is so 
sold, so that Organized Labor will always be 
possessed with the necessary power through- 
out the life and existence of the said Com- 
pany, to act in the premises and direct the 
operations of the said Company, financially 
and otherwise, at all times. 

That It is further proposed that a pooling 
asrreement shall be substantially set forth 
and incorporated in the body of the stock 
certificates of the said Company, which will 
recite that no Trades Unionists holding a 
certificate of stock will be permitted to sell 
his vested Interest in and to said certificate, 
to a Non-Union man or a member of Or- 
ganized Labor not in good standing with 
bis Local Union or Organization ; but any 
T'nion Man in srood standing with his Local 
Union or Organization, will be permitted to 
sell, assign and transfer his certificate of 
stock in said Company, upon the books of 
said Company to any Union Man in good 
standing, providin^: "the standing of both 
contracting parties has been first established, 
and when the same has been properly cer- 
tified t oby the oflScial or officials o fhis or- 
ganization. 

CLAUSE NO. 5. 

That it Is further proposed that the 
Board of Directors of the said Company, will 
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constitute and be composed of members of 
the Executive Councils of the National and 
International Labor Organizations, Central 
Labor Councils, and Other Affiliated Bodies, 
as Identified with the American Federation 
of Labor, Their Local Unions a.nd Their Re- 
spective Members, so that the destiny of the 
said Company will come Under their juris- 
diction officially, at all times. 

CLAUSE NO. 6. 

That it is further proposed that the said 
George B. Gerau, be duly authorized, com- 
missioned and appointed, by the subscribers 
of the Capital Stock of the said Company, 
to underwrite and sell the Capital Stock of 
the said Company, and proceed forthwith to 
place the said Company on a good substan- 
tial financial basis, to cunduct a general in- 
surance business with Organized Labor 
throughout the cities of this United States 
and Canada, under the jurisdiction, direc- 
tion, and supervision of the Board of Direc- 
tors of the said Company. 

That the Capital National Bank of the 
City of Indianapolis, Indiana, has been se- 
lected as depository, to receive all moneys 
from the subscriptions to the Capital Stock 
of the said Company, and that said sub- 
scription shall be paid direct to said de- 
pository by all subscribers to the Capital 
Stock of said Company, and that it is 
further understood that the said George B. 
Gerau, acting in the capacity of Organizer, 
Promoter and Fiscal Agent, shall not receive 
or handle any sums of money that might be 
subscribed to the Capital Stock, but that ' 
the depository as designated above shall re- 
ceive all subscription moneys and credit 
the same to the account of the said Com- 
pany, and moreover, the said depository 
shall render a full and accurate account of 
the amount of subscription moneys credited 
to the account of the said Company, to the 
subscribers to the Capital Stock of said 
Company any time upon personal or written 
application. 

CLAUSE NO. 7. 

That it is further proposed that Or- 
ganized Labor, "by virtue of the controlling 
interest in and to the said Company," shall 
reserve the right irrevocably at all times, 
to constitute, appoint and elect its officers 
of the said Company, at its regular meet- 
ings, as will be provided and set forth in its 
By- Laws. 

CLAUSE NO. 8. 

That it is proposed that the Capital Stock 
of the said Company, be sold at Five 
(.$5.00) Dollars per Share, in order to pro- 
vide for a full paid capitalization, and for 
the additional purpose of creating the sur- 
plus, "the amount of which is stipulated in 
Clause No. 2," and which is necessary in 
order to conform with the statutes of the 
several States of the United States, and 
furthermore, that the Capital Stock shall 
be sold on a Cash Basis in order to facilitate 
the corporation financially for immediate 
business without unnecessary delay. 

CLEUSB NO. 9. 

That it is further proposed that the said 
Company make a specialty of the Accident 
and Health Policy, "a copy of which can be 



had at any time upon application 4;o George 
B. Gerau, or to the Capital National Bank 
of Indianapolis, Indiana," and adopt same 
as a uniform standard of Insurance, inas- 
much as the disability clauses providing for 
benefits in the said policy are greater, so 
far as the maximum amount of benefits are 
concerned, than the benefits now being paid 
to members of Local Unions by their or- 
ganizations, and in that connection is con- 
ceded to be the most desirable policy, on 
account of its numerous attractive beneficial 
features, its high face of indemnity, and 
its exceedingly low rate of premium, which 
is in proportion (pro rata) to the present 
per capita tax paid by the members to their 
Organizations for disability benefits. 
CLAUSE NO. 10. 

That It is further proposed that the said 
Company be qualified by its articles of in- 
corporation to carry on and transact a gen- 
eral insurance business, in other Old Line 
Policies for the convenience and accommo- 
dation of members of Organized Labor who 
desire this other kind of insurance, and to 
sell these various kinds of Insurance at the 
very lowest minimum cost possible. 
CLAUSE NO. 11. 

That it is further proposed that every 
member of Organized Labor receive oflBcial 
notice through the Executive Councils of 
Their National and International Labor Or- 
ganization, Central Labor Councils, and 
Other Affiliated Bodies as Identified toith the 
American Federation of Labor, of which he 
is a member, of the action taken In this 
direction, and be prevailed upon and ex- 
tended the privilege and opportunity of be- 
coming a stockholder In the said Company, 
and that each member be sent a copy of 
this prospectus, upon written application for 
same, for the purpose of advising him of 
the necessity of this action and co-opera- 
tion in the solicitation of subscriptions to 
the Capital Stock of said Company, so that 
the said Company will be supported, or- 
ganized and effected literally under a mu- 
tual co-operative basis. 

CLAUSE NO. 12. 

That it is further proposed that the said 
Company, after it Is on a good financial 
basis, increase its capitalization, from time 
to time, in proportion to the volume of 
business they are acquiring, and In propor- 
tion to the membership of Organized Labor, 
so that each and every member of Organized 
Labor, in the course of time, throughout the 
United States and Canada, may have the 
same opportunity of becoming a stock- 
holder, as the Capital Stock is Increased, 
and furthermore, for the purpose of estab- 
lishinsr subsidiary offices in such parts of 
the United States that misrht be necessary 
durinsr the course of progress to enable the 
said Company to efficiently cope with the 
situation, in the transaction of insurance 
business with Organized Labor. 

CLAUSE NO. 13. 

That it is further proposed that the ac- 
crued earnings or profits derived IProm the 
sale of Insurance by the said Company, be 
loaned to the Executive Councils of the 
National and International Labor Organiza- 
tions, Central Labor Councils, and Other 
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A. ff mated Bodies as Identified with the 
American Federation of Labor, Their Local 
Unions and Their Respective Members, and 
tliat said loans will be made on the amount 
of stock the aforesaid parties own and in 
accordance with the book value or selling 
price of the stock in said Company when 
said stock is used by them as collateral se- 
curity for such loans, which loans may be 
used in the construction or labor temples, 
in respect to organizations in such cities 
where their oflBcial headquarters are located, 
or which may be used by organizations for 
strike continarency purposes and individual 
use, as this kind of investment affords an 
avenue of good substantial returns, as here- 
tofore demonstrated, and will net the stock- 
holders identified with the said Company as 
stockholders, a steady, lucurative source of 
revenue, and other avenues of investment as 
prescribed by the laws of the several States, 
governing and regulating the Investment of 
funds of insurance companies. 

CLAUSE NO. 14. 

That it is further proposed that the said 
George B. Gerau, be clothed with the au- 
thority in contract form by the members of 
the Executive Councils of the National and 
International Labor Organizations, Central 
Labor Councils, and Othrr Affiliated Bodies 
as Tdentiflpd with the American Federation 
of Labor, Their Local Unions and Their Re- 
spective Members, as subscriptions are made 
to the Capital Stock by them, to proceed 
forthwith to create and effect the said Com- 
panv, under the terms and conditions as 
specifically set forth in contract designed 
and drafted for the purpose of consummating 
the sJile of the Canltal Stock of the said 
Company, and which will be sent to each 
subscriber by the Capital National Bank of 
the City of Indianaports, Indiana, to be 
signed and executed by the subscriber to the 
Capital Stock, and upon receipt of his or 
their subscription money by the said Capital 
Natioml Bank for the number of shares sub- 
scribed and paid for at the rate of Five 
($5.00) Dollars per Snare. 

CLAUSE NO. 15. 
That it is further proposed that as evi- 
dence of good faith and protection to all of 
those who subscribe to the Capital Stock of 
the said Company that the said George B. 
Berau, as aforesaid, does hereby incorporate 
in this prospectus, this clause and agree- 
ment, which hereby provides, that if he, the 
said Georjre B. Gerau, fails to raise Twenty- 
five (25 pet.) Per Cent, in subscriptions to 
the Capital Stock of the said Company, in 
order to qualify the said Company in ac- 
cordance with the insurance laws of the 
Rpveral Statrs. to tran^^act the business of 
Insurance, then and In that case all moneys 
received in the shape of subscriptions by 
the Capital National Bank of Indianapolis, 
Indiana, will be roturned forthwith to the 
subscribers »^v said depository, and the ex- 
pense of promotion will be the burden and 
loss of the snid Georrre B. Gerau, and not 
the loss of the subscribers. 

CLAUSE NO. 16. 

That it is further proposed that every 
Secretary, or such other officer duly author- 
ized to pass on claims of every National or 



International Labor Organization paying 
benefits, shall act in the same official ca- 
pacity as he is now acting in regards to the 
approving or disapproving of claims rela- 
tive to benefits ,and that the per capita tax 
shall be governed in proportion to the rate 
of premium charged on the class of policy 
each member holds in the said Company. 
That portion of the per capita tax set aside 
for premiums on benefits bienc: turned over 
in the aggregate to the said Company, and 
the other portion of the said per capita tax 
will bo credited to the account of the 
National or International Labor Organiza- 
tion and deposited by them in their own 
general fund. In that case, and only in 
that case, will further litigation be elimin- 
ated resrarding unjust claims for benefits, as 
all uniust claims in the future will be In- 
stituted a<ra1nst the said Company, and not 
against the National or International Labor 
Organization, which has caused all the 
trouble that organized labor has been sub- 
jected to heretofore and up to the present 
writing. All claims will be paid In the fu- 
ture upon the approval of the Secretary or 
such other officer duly authorized to pass on 
claims of the National or International La- 
bor Organization, by the said Company 
direct, thus making the National or Inter- 
national Labor Organizations immune from 
further legal antagonism along these lines. 
That it is further understood that the 
said George B. Gerau does hereby reserve 
the right to handle the sale of the said 
Capital Stock of the said Company Exclus- 
ively, and that the said Georsre S. Goran 
shall defray all expenses accruing, incident 
to the consummation and promotion of said 
Company until such time as said Company is 
qualified legally to financially maintain their 
own current expenses. 

REMARKS RELATIVE TO THE INCONSISTENT 
AND OUTRAGEOUS METHODS AND PRACTICES 
OF THE ANTI-LABOR INSURANCE COMPANY, 
AS COMPARED TO THE MERITORIOUS FEA- 
TURES OF OUR OWN PROTECTIVE UNION- 
LABOR INSURANCE COMPANY OF THE UNITED 
STATES AND CANADA. 

It has been the practice of anti-labor in- 
surance companies, to charge our Union Men 
a policy fee of Five ($5.00) Dollars in ad- 
dition to the monthly premium amounting 
to Eleven ($11.00) Dollars per Year, mak- 
ing a total of Sixteen ($16.00) Dollars for 
the first fiscal year on the Dollar a Month 
Payment Plan of the Accident and Health 
Policy. This Five Dollar Policy Fee does 
not find its way into the treasury of the 
Anti-Labor Insurance Company, as our Union 
Men are led to presume and believe it does, 
to apply on the risk of the insured, but on 
the contrary, is turned over to Mr. Agent, 
as his commission for selling Insurance. 
In view of this prevailing condition, these 
agents, of which there are over One Million 
at work in the United States, are main- 
tained and supported at the expense of Or- 
ganized Labor, when this expense should be 
borne by these kind of anti-labor insur- 
ance companies out of the handsome profits 
they derive from the sale of this kind of 
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insurance. Furthermore, these agents are 
paid 20 per cent to 65 per cent, commission 
on the sale of all other various policies 
which is paid to them by the anti-labor 
insurance companies out of the excessive 
rates of premium. 

Therefore, the writer contends and main- 
tains, and desires to impress the Trades 
Unionists of our country, the importance 
of these issues confronting us, as herein ex- 
pounded, and the physical necessity of 
effecting an insurance company of our own, 
on Union Principles. It will not be neces- 
sary for the said Company to charge a policy 
fee or to ask an excessive rate of premium, 
for the maintenance of a force of solicitors, 
neither will we be obliged to charge One 
Dollar per Month on the specific policy re- 
ferred to, nor will we be obliged to set aside 
a fund for the maintenance of a force of 
collectors, inasmuch as our present busi- 
ness machinery now in operation, together 
with its unlimited able consrrtuents. Is ef- 
ficient and adequate to handle these func- 
tions successfully, thereby reducing the pre- 
mium rate In accordance with the AmeHcan 
Experienced Table of Mortality to an amount 
equal to that of the present per capita tax 
now being levied on the members of our 
numerous organizations. By virtue of the 
said Company, we will be In a position to 
preclude the continuance of this Imposition 
and extortion, which Is being practiced upon 
members of Organized Labor, from day to 
day, by a raft of Anti-Labor Insurance Com- 
panies who are Incorporated purely for 
profit, and whose chief ambition and untl- 
mate purpose through the laws which have 
been legislated at their Instance, through 
trained tainted moneyed Influences, and 
which has brought about the present crisis, 
is to stamp out and obliterate all fraternal 
beneficial orders and societies, with the 
view of forcing the members of Organized 
Labor and members of other fraternal 
beneficiarv societies, as well, to buy their 
protection from the Anti-Labor Insurance 
Companies, at an unjust and prohibitive 
ratp of premium. 

The proper way to stop these kind of 
methods, as it occurs to the writer, is to 
adopt measures sufficient to offset their 
evil influences, and moreover, to adopt an 
adequate medium of suflUcient incentive to 
keen the money of Organised Labor at home, 
within our ranks, as much as possible, 
"where it will do the most crood." and 
thereby prevent these Anti-Labor Insurance 
Companies from using the moneys they re- 
ceive from the members of Orgnnirrd Labor 
through the snle of insurance, for the pur- 
pose of lobbyinT and inflnoticinsr legislative 
bodies to enact laws adverse to our welfare, 
and dosignrd for the purpose of thwarting 
our efforts and avenues of progress. 

The Trades Unionist, by subscribing to 
one or more of these shares of the Capital 
Stock of the said Company, can apply his 
accrued dividends on same to his per capita 
tax which he pays to his organization, and 
thereby reduce the cost or nis protection and 
that of his family to almost nothing ; and 
if he is holding other kinds of Insurance 
in the said Company, witt reduce the cost 
of thoffp premiums in accordance with the 
character of the policy, even if the indi- 



vidual member can only afford to purchase 
and hold one or a few shares of stock : In 
fact. It will reduce the premium rate on all 
various insurance policies handl<^d by our 
said Company, to a much lower rate than 
the Anti-Labor Insurance Companies could 
possibly sell insurance for and exist. We 
can reduce the premium rate as charged 
by the Anti-Labor Insurance Companies, on 
the Accident and Health Policy to an 
amount equal to about one-half of the per 
capita tax, which the members of our 
various 'Sational and International Labor 
Organizalions are at present assessed, fur- 
nishing them with the same class of pro- 
tection which they are now paying for in 
their National and International Labor Or- 
ganizations, and moreover, we can afford to 
give them twice the amount of Indemnity 
they are now receiving at about one-half 
of the per capita tax they are now paying 
for as members of our National and Inter- 
national Labor Organiza^rons, In accordance 
with the cost of maintenance of the said 
Company, as compared with the cost of 
maintenance of the Anti-Labor Insurance 
Companies, and which rates are regulated 
bv the American Experienced Table of Mor- 
tality. 

The specific purpose of organizing the 
said Company, to be operated under the 
Standards of Unionism, Is for the purpose 
of conforming with the statutes of the 
several different States, In providing for the 
protection of Union Labor, and to prevent 
the Anti-Labor Insurance Companies, "who 
are not in sympathy with oreranlzed labor, 
either by action or deed," from draining 
the financial resources of our ranks and 
appropriating same to their own selfish 
mercenary designs and purposes. By having 
our own Insurance Company, it will ulti- 
mately prove itself to be the physical 
medium, assuring us of the perpetual exis- 
tence, harmony and protection of Organized 
Labor, so far as future benefits are con- 
cerned, and will have an overwhelming ten- 
dency and Influence towards Increasing our 
membership throuirhout the country. The 
magnitude of this incentive, "within Itself." 
appeals to the writer, as it will to the 
Intelliirence of every loyal Trades Unionist, 
as being sufficient inducement to non-union 
men, to convince them of the advantages 
to be had by .lolnlng our organized forces 
In order to receive the benofits of protec- 
tion to themselves and families In the way 
of greater Indemnity at the same rate of 
per capita tax, and together with the legal 
protoction, such as the said Company 'af- 
ifords. To be more explicit In defining this 
subiect, the Anti-Labor Insurance Companies 
could not financially afford to maintain 
their present force of representatives for the 
solicitation of insurance, the collection of 
premiums and clerical departments. In the 
continuance of the sale of Insurance to 
Union Men or Non-Union Men, In compe- 
tlon with the magnitude of said Company 
and reduced rates of premiums on Insurance 
sold by our said Company : The result is 
pre-eminently natural : — Non-Union Men, 
being unable to afford paying excessive ad- 
vance rates on Insurance with Anti-Labor 
Insurance Companies, will gladly accept 
theVr on\^ «L\\.etw«A\N^ -wMch. is to become 
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an unsolicited member of Organized Labor, 
in order to provide for the protection of 
tlieir families and themselves against Acci- 
€lent and Sickness, at a consistent and 
reasonable rate of premium, wh»c*^ every 
man is morally obliged to provide for. 

Members of Local Unions carrying insur- 
ance in our said Company, would receive 
prompt attention in event of accident or 
sickness, causing disability, suffice it to 
say, that any member in good standing in 
liis local union reported to be physically 
indisposed, and the Secretary, or such other 
officer duly authorized to pass on claim, 
of his Organization approves of his claim 
upon receipt of a doctor's report to the 
said Company, immediately upon ascertain- 
ing the facts, the member, whomsoever he 
mierht be. regardless of his place of des- 
tination, will receive the amount of money 
due him without qu(?stion or delay, and in 
accordance with the constituents of the 
policy he holds. 

The writer desires to call the attention 
of the Trades Unionists of our country to 
the fact, that he, George B. Gerau, has spent 
three years in investigating the legal stauts 
of aflPairs in connection with the Benefit De- 
partments of our National and International 
Labor Organizations, as well as outside Fra- 
ternal Benefit Orders and Societies, in con- 
nection with the laws of the several States 
which prohibit the continuance of them pay- 
ing further benefits in the future, and also 
the methods, modes and customs of the 
Anti-Labor Insurance Companies, incurring 
an expense to the said George B. Gerau of 
Forty-five Thousand ($45,000.00) Dollars, 
every dollar of which has been expended by 
the said George B. Gerau out of his per- 
sonal financial resources for the benefit of 
the Trades Unionists of our country, and 
for the additional purpose of effecting the 
said Company and in prosecuting this work 
to a successful conclusion. 

Through the personal investisrations con- 
ducted by the said George B. Gerau into the 
aflfairs of Anti-Labor Insurance Companies 
throughout the United States, the writer has 
ascertained the knowledge, that these Anti- 
Labor Insurance Companies have in vogue, 
yearly contracts, with Non-Union Printers, 
calling for the printing of all their litera- 
true, amounting to Hundreds of Thousands 
of Dollars, annually, and thereby clearly cx- 
emplyfying the tact to me, as well as to 
the Trades Unionists, through such investi- 
gations, their little regard for the rights 
of reciprocity which Organized Labor is on- 
titlod to, and moreover, showing conclu- 
sively their feeling of prehidice arainst 
Organized Lahnr : — This expense is also be- 
ing defrayed by the unlimited profits de- 
rived from insurance hold by members of 
Organized Lahor. 

These statistical facts are evidenced by 
annual statements and other data acquired 
throun'h invostigation by the writer from 
such companies as. Neu^ York Life Insur- 
ance Company, The Metropolitan Life In- 
surance Company, The Aetna, The Pruden- 
tial, The Pacific Mutual and other Anti- 
Labor Insurance Companies too numerous 
to mention, giving publication to the fact, 
•'and which thp writer has substantiated," 
that these Anti-Labor Insurance Companies 



are extracting from the pockets of Organized 
Lahor throughout the United States and 
Canada, the famulous sum of over One Hun- 
dred Millions of Dollars, Annually. Just 
think this over! And then ask yourselves 
the question, "How can we keep this money 
within the ranks of the Trades Unionists, 
where it justly belongs?" and your answer 
will resolve itself into the following con- 
clusion : — By Immediately Sutscrihing to the 
Capital Stock of the Said Company, and 6y 
Writing or Telegraphing to the Capital Na- 
tional Bank of Indianapolis, Indiflna, the 
Amount of Shares You Desire to Purchase 
in the Said Company Which is Being or- 
ganized for the Trades Unionists of thi9 
United States and Canada. The SeJHng 
Price of the Capital Stock of the said Com- 
pany is Five Dollars ($5.00) a Share, and 
those who desire to become stockholders 
must make reservations Immediately, as the 
stock will only be on sale for a limited 
time. 

Just think of the amount of money we 
can place in the Grand Treasury of this 
great Domicile, and what a wonderful 
amount of good it will accomplish for the 
Trades Unionists, as a powerful financial 
factor in the evoltion of this great wheel 
of Commerce and Lahor, and the basis of 
equality, it will eventually establish as be- 
tween Lahor and Capital I The ambition 
of the said George B. Gerau is to build and 
erect a substantial pillar for organized labor, 
which we have felt the urgent need of for a 
past decade. We can very readily do so 
by paying a certain amount of our per 
capita tax for insurance into the said In- 
surance Company, of our own. as hereby 
proposed, at a much lower rate, and which 
we are now paying for in Anti-Labor In- 
surance Companies at a fictitious value, and 
secure a greater amount of Indemnity at the 
same rate we are paying for our present 
benefits, which we are justly entitled to 
and ontrht to receive, but don't get from 
Anti-Labor Insurance Companies. 

Still another phase of this proposition 
which presents itself, and which I know 
will appeal to the IntelliTence of every 
memhor of Organized Lahor, is the vast 
number of Union Men, the said Company 
will furnish employment to in our many 
departments, sub-dooartments and branches 
of work, which will be located in different 
snctions of the country. The said Compan i, 
which has gained for itself universal rjc- 
o'P'nition. is now commonly known, from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific Crast, as the for- 
midible bnttle-shlp of Organized Lohor ; and 
many National and International Lahor Or- 
ganizations, arc now publishing in their 
Trade Journals this prospectus, with a ^ ^ 
to solifitin*,' your li'ioral finanoiil co-oper- 
ation in the shape of subscriptions to the 
Capital Stock. 

Tn ronclusion, T take the liberty of saying 
that every loyal Trade Unionist "lending his 
personal influence, financial support in sub- 
scribing to the Capital Stock of said Com- 
pany, and power to advance the success 
of this undertakin-;, will be helping and 
supporting the Constitution of his Or- 
ganization, as well as himself and family, 
and paying the highest and most noble 
tribute in behalf of Justice, Progress and 
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Welfare of Organized Labor. Therefore, 
the said George B. Gerau hereby reqw'sts 
that all of the Trades Unionists that desire 
to become stockholders in the said Company 
will kindly write or wire their reservation 
to the Capital National Bank of Indianapolis, 
Indiana, Immediately. Remember, the sell- 
ing price of the Capital Stock, per share is 
Five ($5.00) Dollars. 

Yours Sincerely and Fraternally, 
(Signed.) GEORGE B. GERAU. 



After a brief discussion by Secretary 
Spencer, Vice President Ryan, Delegate 
Duffy and Delegate Tveitmoe the report of 
the l^pecial Committee was adopted. 

Vice President Ryan in the chair. 

REPORT OP COMMITTEE ON PRESI- 
DENT'S REPORT. 
Secretary Tveitmoe, for the committee, 
continued the report as follows : 

Tenth. Philadelphia. We recommend 
that this portion of the President's report 
be referred to the Committee on Laws. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Eleventh. We concur In what the Presi- 
dent says about the New York situation, 
and would recommend it to the careful con- 
sideration of the International officers 
present at this convention. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be concurred in. 

Delegate Solomon discussed the question 
briefly, and said In part : "We have a De- 
partment of Building Trades in New York, 
and- we have Independent unions aflUiated 
as well as locals connected with the Inter- 
nationals affiliated with this Department. 
I am led to believe that In New York, by 
a referendum vote of unions connected in- 
t'^rnationally with this Department, has in- 
structed their business agents to create new 
central bodies. I want to tell you who 
are not familiar with the situation that 
that will create turmoil and discord. It 
will be worse than the present arbitration 
plan. It will be the means, possibly, of 
causing labor organization to strike against 
labor organiaztion. We who are on the 
ground do not believe that will be for the 
best interests of organized labor." 

The motion to concur In the report of 
the committee was carried. 

TwKT.FTH. St. Louis. Your committee 
concurs in the opinion expressed by the 
President In this matter, and finds that no 
further action can be taken by this conven- 
tion but that it Is rather a question which 
can be ably and wisely dealt with by the 
President and the Executive Council of this 
JDepMrtment 



The report of the committee was con- 
was concurred In. 

Thikteenth. Hartford. Your committee 
concurs with the President's opinion and we 
recommend that a charter be Issued as soon 
as possible in accordance with the laws of 
the Department. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Fourteenth. Indianapolis. We concur 
with the President and agree fully In the 
sentiments expressed on this subject. The 
splendid results achieved in Indianapolis 
is an apt illustration of what can be ac- 
complished when we have an organization 
resting upon the foundation of X'nion solid- 
arity, conducted upon business methods and 
supported by a loyal and true membership. 
The President of the Department, the Gen- 
eral Officers of the International Unions, 
Indianapolis, Peoria and St. Louis Coimcils, 
are all to be congratulated upon this effective 
and speedy victory, and your committee sin- 
cerely hopes that It will be followed up 
by many others of a similar character for 
the up-building of the Trade Unions move- 
ment and the amelioration of the wage 
earners. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred In. 

Fifteenth. Tampa. The criticism upon 
the selection of Tampa for the Second An- 
nual Convention of the Department Is, in 
the opinion of your committee, not well 
founded and entirely out of place. It is 
a matter which the President appears to 
have taken too seriously, and we feel that 
we voice the sentiment of every delegate 
and visitor to this convention, when we say 
that the reception and entertainment ac- 
corded us has been most pleasant, and that 
we have been amply rewarded for our com- 
ing to this beautiful city of the sunny 
Southland. We, therefore, recommend that 
the Committee on Resolutions give this sub- 
ject due consideration and appropriate 
treatment. 

President Kirby — "The report is per- 
fectly agreeable to me ; but I want the dele- 
gates to have Impressed upon their minds 
the efforts that were made to take this con- 
vention away from Tampa. I want you to 
take action of such a character that peti- 
tions will not be sent to the officers of the 
Department asking that the action of the 
convention be set aside in the matter of a 
convention city." 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Sixteenth. Jurisdiction disputes. Your 
committee notes with gratification that sev- 
eral aggravated trade jurisdiction contro- 
versies have been successfully settled and 
we concur most heartily with the President 
that all Trade Jurisdiction disputes should 
be settled by this convention before it ad- 
journs. We, therefore, recommend that the 
unsettled Trade Controversies referred to, in 
the President's report, be laid before the 
Committee on Adjustment 
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The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Se\'ENtebnth. Organizing. We call this 
subject to the particular attention of the 
convention and recommend that the matter 
be referred to the Committee on Organiza- 
tions. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Eighteenth. General Officers. Your 
committee is pleased to note the willing and 
active assistance rendered the Department 
by the International Officers, and we hope 
that similar efforts will be put forth by the 
Officers and members of the Local Depart- 
ments. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Nineteenth. Laws. We concur with 
the President and recommend that this 
paragraph of the report be referred to the 
Committee on Laws. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Twentieth. Wage Reports. Your com- 
mittee desires to commend very highly this 
portion of the report and we would urge 
upon all local departments to assist and co- 
operate with the Executive Officers in order 
that the information sought may be more 
complete. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Twenty-fikst. Trade Conditions. Your 
committee is pleased to note the optimistic 
spirit set forth in the report and we cannot 
fail to observe that the time is highly 
propitious for the various International and 
Local Departments to perfect and extend 
their organizations. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Twenty-second. Affiliations. We heartily 
approve the President's report, and recom- 
mend that this very Important matter be 
referred to the Committee on Laws. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Twenty-third. Working Cards. We can- 
not fully agree with the President's opinion 
upon this subject, and we recommend that 
the present system of issuing cards and cuts 
for cards be continued and we further sug- 
gest that the local Departments be required 
to submit a quarterly report of members in 
good standing. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Twenty-fourth. Recommendations. 

1st. Your committee concurs with the 
further recommendation that the members of 
the Executive Council act with the President 
in passlnr,' upon questions of .Jurisdictional 
Controversy. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

2nd. We concur with the President's 
recommendation in so far as it calls upon 
this convention to definitely define what or- 



^ranizations are qualified for membership in 
this Department, but w« hold that it is not 
for the best interests of the Building busi- 
ness, or the welfare of this Department to 
grant special privileges to any craft or 
trade, and we, therefore, recommend that 
steps be taken by this Department whereby 
the Bricklayers and Masons may become 
affiliated as an integral member of this 
orsanization and a component part of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

In conclusion, your committee desires to 
congratulate the Building Trades Depart- 
ment of , the American Federation of Labor 
upon the able and effective manner in which 
our President has discharged his duties and 
handled the work of this Department during / 
the past year. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Respectfully and fraternally submitted, 
(Signed.) 

WM. J. McSORELY, Chairman. 

O. A. TVEITMOE, Secretary, 

B. F. TRIPPLE, 

FRANK LESLIE. 

P. J. MORRIN. 

Secretary Spencer read the following tel- 
egram : 

"St. Louis ,Mo., Oct. 14, 1909. 
Jambs Kirby, President, 

Building Trades Department, 
Tampa Bay Hotel, 
Tampa, Fla. 
"St. Louis Council congratulates your 
Department upon its splendid achievements, 
and wishes you continued success. 
".JOHN MCCARTHY, President. 
"JAMES PENDERGAST, Secretary." 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLU- 
TIONS. 

Vice President Ryan, for the committee, 
reported as follows : 

Resolution No. 33 — By Charles H. Leps. 
International Union of Ceramic, Mosaic and 
Encaustic Tile Layers and Helpers. 

Whereas, The Curtis Publishing Com- 
pany, of the City of Philadelphia, has under 
way in the said city a $4,000,000 operation 
on which they have let the contract for the 
Structural Steel, Sheet Metal Works, Paint- 
ing and Elevator Work to unfair firms, and 

Whereas, The Philadelphia Council feels 
that it is unable to cope with the situation 
without some assistance from the Depart- 
ment ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That tne Executive Council be 
directed to hold a meeting, if possible in 
the city of Philadelphia, in the near future 
or direct the President or a member of the 
Executive Council to Philadelphia as soon 
as possible to try and bring about the 
unionizing of the Job in question. 
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The committee recommended the adoption 
of the resolution. 

The recommendation of the committee was 
concurred in. 

Resolution No. 30 — By Delegate O. A. 
Tveitmoe, American Brotherhood of Cement 
Workers. 

Whereas, This country and especially 
the Pacific Coast and the inter-mountain 
states are threatened b> An Asiatic invasion 
of cheap coolie labor, and 

Whkueas, it is a biological fact, his- 
torically demonstrated, that the Mongolian 
and Caucasian races can never assimilate, 
and * 

Whereas, the presence of these Mon- 
golian-Malay and Hindoo peons in any great 
number among us, will deteriorate the 
American standard of living and result in 
another race problem in the West, far 
more serious than the one now existing In 
the South, which in the end would menace 
the very existence of the nation, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, By the Building Trades De- 
partment of the American Federation of 
Labor, in regular session assembled, that 
we horooy heartily endorse the objects and 
principles of the Asiatic Exclusion League, 
and be it further 

Resolved, That we urge upon all the 
International Unions affiliated with this 
Department, their local Unions and mem- 
bers, the necessity of rendering financial 
assislanco and moral support to the cause 
espoused by the Asiatic Exclusion League 
of North America, and be it further 

Resolved, That we approve the bills and 
measures Introduced In Congress which pro- 
vide for the extentlon of the Chinese Ex- 
clusion Act, so that it will apply to the 
Japanese, Koreans and Hindoo immigrants, 
and be it further 

Resolved, That we earnestly petition our 
respective representatives in Congress to 
support said measures by their voice and 
vote. 

Delegate Tveitmoe and Delegate Cramp- 
ton spoke in favor of the resolution, which 
was then adopted by unanimous vote of the 
convention. 

Resolution No. 28— By Delegates R. A. 
McKee, General Secretary-Treasurer Inter- 
national Union of Steam Engineers ; P. M. 
Ryan, General President International Asso- 
ciation of Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers; M. O'Sullivan, General President 
Sheet Metal Workers' International Alliance ; 
Wm. J. McSorley, General President Wood, 
Wire and Metal Lathers. 

WHcreas, The United States Steel Cor- 
poration, through the American Sheet and 
Tinplate Company, a subsidiary concern. Is 
waging a war against the Amalgamated As- 
sociation of Iron, Steel and Tin Workers 
for the purpose of crushing it out of ex- 
istence in the plants of that company, thus 



establishing a uniform condition of non- 
unionism in its mills, and 

Whereas, The workers represented by the 
Building Trades Department of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor are called upon to 
handle the products of this company in the 
course of their usual labors, 

Therefore, Be It Resolved, That the 
Building Trades Department of the American 
Federation of Labor in convention assembled 
pledge to the Amalgamated Association of 
Iron, Steel and Tin Workers our sympathy 
and all the support that it is possible for 
us to render. 

Be It Further Resolved, That we will use 
our influence Individually and collectively, 
to promote the use of the material manu- 
factured under union conditions by the 
competitors of the American Sheet and Tin- 
plate Company, in the several lines of trade 
into which its products enter, until that 
company recognizes the rights of its em- 
ployees to organize and deal with them in 
their organized capacity. 

The committee recommended the adoption 
of the resolution. 

Delegate O'Sullivan in discussing the reso- 
lution, said in part : "The Amalgamated 
is now waiting a war with the gigantic 
billion-dollar trust known as the United 
States Steel Corporation. They will not 
employ any member of that Association in 
any of their mills throughout the country. 
They have invoked the aid of the state 
militia in some cases in Pennsylvania as well 
as the aid of the State Constabulary, to 
guard their mills against the efforts of the 
Amalgamated to Induce men who have taken 
the places of their members to cease work. 
I do not think the resolution is even strong 
enough ; I believe it should more strongly 
condemn a corporation of that character for 
the stand it has taken against organized 
labor. I trust the delegates will take this 
up with their local departments and central 
bodies and urge them to extend every pos- 
sible aid, both moral and financial, to the 
Amalgamated Association." 

Vice President Ryan discussed the ques- 
tion at length, and said in part : "I am 
somewhat informed on this subject. I have 
been taught In the school of experience for 
four years with this company. When our 
proposition with this company was up I was 
on the floor of the Minneapolis convention 
of the A. F. of L. I knew then that the 
condition that was confronting us, and that 
is still confronting us, would extend to other 
organizations. This company is determined 
to force the open shop on every man in 
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their employ inside and outside of their 
mills. The Ironworkers went Into the game, 
is still in it, and will continue to be in it. 
Our friends in the Amalgamated will ack- 
nowledge that they overlooked an oppor- 
tunity when they failed to extend support 
to our organization, and other organizations 
are overlooking the same opportunity. The 
United States Steel Company, even with all 
of its wealth and legal talent, has not yet 
completed the task it set out to finish in six 
months. 

"In Minneapolis we asked the A. F. of L. 
to help us try to sever the partnership be- 
tween the United States Government and 
the Steel Trust, and some of the delegates 
defended the Corporation at that time on 
that point. If you apply the remedy at the 
ballot box you will be hitting at the base 
of the evil. They are taking ti*e organiza- 
tions one at a time and trying to destroy 
them. They are the main prop of the 
Manufacturers' Association, and they donate 
possibly the largest part of the money to 
that organization. They do not intend to 
stop at the organizations that may be in 
direct touch with their aflPairs ; they Intend 
to destroy all organizations of labor if 
their money and their great legal talent can 
do it. 

"I am heartily in favor of the resolu- 
tion, and of this organization rendering all 
the help possible to the Amalgamated Asso- 
ciation.'* 

Delegate Comerford in discussing the ques- 
tion, said in part : "I am in favor of the 
resolution, although I do not think it goes 
far enough. A few years ago when men 
who saw as far into this as we do now in- 
troduced a resolution in the American Fed- 
eration of Labor asking that t-at body be 
put on record in favor of reducing the tariff 
on steel, this Amalgamated dissociation was 
practically the only one that resisted that 
resolution. They did it with tne best in- 
tentions, although I believe they were mis- 
taken. I believe the only way to reach this 
corporation Is to reduce the tariff on steel, 
and we should favor such a resolution. I 
am sorry the gentleman who drew up this 
resolution did not go that far. I would 
like to see coupled with that resolution an- 
other that would place this organization on 
record as favoring the reduction of the 
tariff on steel. I am heartily in favor of 
the resolution, but I wish to express the 
opinion that coupled with it should go the 
declaration of this body that we will appeal 
to Conerress to deprive tuis corporation of 
the tremendous privilege they have at the 
present time, namely, the extortionate tariff 



on steel." 

Secretary Spencer — "If the ideas of 
Delegates Comerford and the chairman of 
the committee are in accord, I see no reason 
why the chairman cannot introduce a resolu- 
tion urging upon the American Federation 
of Labor to advocate a bill for reducing 
the tariff on this product, and this Depart- 
ment can work with the A. F. of L. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTL^ ON OR- 
GANIZATION. 

Dele^^ate Price, for the committee, re-, 
ported as follows ; 

Resolution No. 19 — By Delegates D. 
d'Alessandro, H. P. Smith, Joseph B. Etchi- 
son, International Association of Hod Car- 
riers and Building Laborers. 

To the Officers and Delegates of the Second 
Annual Cnovention of the Building Trades 
Department of the A. F. of L. : 
We, the International Hod Carriers' and 
Building Laborers, request the revocation of 
the charters of the following Local Coun- 
cils chartered by the Department. We ask 
the revocation of their charters because 
they have violated Section 7 (page 4) of 
the constitution of this Department. In 
New York City they have seated a seceding 
organiaztlon and refused to seat the bona 
fide locals of the International Hod Car- 
riers and B. L. U. of A. In Lynn, Mass., 
they have seated an independent local, 
known as the "Monahan Organiaztlon," and 
in Newark, N. J., they have seated a local 
of secede rs. 

The committee reported as follows on 
Resolution No. 19 : 

Your committee respectfully recommends 
that the Executive Council of this Depart- 
ment exercise its authority under Sec. 7 of 
the Department Constitution. 
(Signed.) 

WALTER V. PRICE, Chairman, 

E. J. HENDERSON, 

JOSEPH B. ETCHISON, 

A. J. KENNEDY, 

HERBERT CRAMPTON, Secretary. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be adopted. 

Delegate Solomon — "Is the committee 
asking that the Executive Council be in- 
structed to revoke the charters of those 
bodies ?" 

President Kirbt — "They ask us to com- 
ply with the law. I believe that covers the 
question." 

No other committees having reports ready 
to present, and in order that they might be 
given time to complete their reports, the 
rules were suspended and at 3 :15 o'clock 
the con^ftiiWoTi '^^ja «A\w\x\^^^ \.^ '^ ^^^0«^ 
p. m. 
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FOURTH DAY— Thursday Evening Session 



The convention was called to order at 8 
o'clock p. m., Thursday, October 14th, 
President Kirby in the chair. 
ROLL CALL. 
Absentees — McSorley, McKenny. 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ADJUST- 
MENT. 
Delegate Feathers ton. Secretary of the 
Committee, reported as follows : 
Resolution No. 26 — By Delegates M. 
. O' Sullivan, Joseph Bobb, Thomas Redding, 
John F. Kennedy, International Alliance 
Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers. 

Whereas, On May '12, 1909, the mem- 
bers of Local Union No. 170 of the S. M. W. ^ 
I. 4., of Jamestown, N. Y., having a griev- 
ance against the Dahlstron Sheet Metal Com- 
pany of that city, and after repeated efforts 
upon the part of the Officers of said Local 
as well as that of the International Officers 
to adjust same, and failing to do so a strike 
followed, same having been approved of by 
the General Executive Board of the Sheet 
Metal Workers' International Alliance 
against the enforcement of open shop prin- 
ciples, and 

Whereas, on or about May 19, '09, Of- 
ficers of the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners of America appeared on 
the scene in the roll T'f strike-breakers and 
entered Into an agreement or conspiracy 
with the said Company to destroy said Local 
170 in order that the Company could 
operate its works on the open shop plan, 
and In return for the aid extended them 
for the Officials of the U. B. Carpenters 
they would give them the erection of the 
work manufactured by Sheet Metal Work- 
ers, and 

Whereas, the said Company aided and 
abetted by the Officials of the U. B. Car- 
penters compelled through threats and in- 
timidations, the members of No. 170 who 
were on strike to return to work, but before 
being permitted to do so were • prced into 
making application for membership In the 
Carpenters' Local at Jamestown. Be it 
therefore 

Resolved, That the Delegates to the Sec- 
ond Annual Convention of the Building 
Trades Department at Tampa, Fla., condemn 
such strike-breaking tactics indulged in by 
the Brotherhood of Carpenters at James- 
town, N. Y., and which was in direct 
violation of the laws of this Department, 
and 

Be It Further Resolved, That this Con- 
vention compel the U. B. Carpenters to 
cease encroaching on the jurisdiction of the 
Sheet Metal Workers, and that its Officers 
be restrained from asraln resorting to such 
damnable strike-breaking tactics as wit- 
nessed at Jamestown. In conspiring with 
employers to annlhlliate bona fide Unions. 
In order to obtain control of such work that 
rightfully and legitimately belong to the 
Sheet Metal Workers or any other craft. 



Secbbtaby Featherston — "This matter 
was before the Executive Council, was re- 
ported on by them, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Report of Executive Council 
and by them referred to the Committee on 
Adjustment. I will read that part of the 
report of the report of the Executive 
Council that was taken up and disposed of 
by this committee at the same time as 
Resolution No. 26. 

The grievance of the Amalgamated Sheet 
Metal Workers Alliance covered in the above 
correspondence, applying as It does to the 
city of Jamestown, N. Y. against the Bro- 
therhood of Carpenters and Joiners, was 
referred to President Kirby and Vice- Presi- 
dents Hedrick and Ryan, to be taken up by 
them on the occasion of their meeting with 
the officers of the Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters on or before July 15th at Indianapolis. 

Subsequently the Committee provided for, 
reported as follows : 

"Indianapolis, Ind., Aug. 5, 1909. 

"We, the undersigned members of the 
sub-committee appointed by the Executive 
Council to take up and try to adjudicate 
the differences between the United Brother- 
hood of Carpenters and Joiners and the 
Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers, beg 
leave to recommend the following for your 
consideration : 

"In the dispute of Jurisdiction over the 
manufacture and erection of hollow metal 
trim . between the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners of America and the 
Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers Inter- 
national Alliance in Jamestown, N. Y., 
it is asrreed * 

"1. "That all men formerly belonging to 
the Sheet Metal Workers Union of James- 
town, N. Y., who Joined the U. B. be 
turned over to said organization again. 

"2. That the agreement entered into by 
representatives of the U. B. with the 
Dahlstrom Company, relative to manufac- 
ture of said trim be cancelled. 

"3. It Is further agreed that the Sheet 
Metal Workers do not call a strike of its 
members employed by the Dahlstrom Com- 
pany on account of said firm employing 
members of the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters on the erection of metal doors and 
trim elsewhere. 

"On the failure of either side to comply 
with the recommendation herein set forth, 
the Department's law providing for the 
setlement of Jurisdiction disputes be com- 
plied with. 

"JAMES KIRBY. 
"GEO. F. HEDRICK. 
"F. M. RYAN. 

"Committee." 

Secretary Fjjatherston — The Commit- 
tee on Adjustment was divided, and there 
is a majority and a minority report. I 
will read the majority report." 
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Majority report of the Adjustment Com- 
mittee on Resolution Number 26, submit- 
ted by the Sheet Metal Workers, also the 
grievance of the AmaUamated Sheet Metal 
Workers' Alliance against the Brotherhood 
of Carpenters that was handled by the 
Executive Council which was referred to 
us by the Executive Council's report. 
The Committee regrets the entire proceed- 
ings in the Jamestown, N. Y., controversy in 
the dispute of the jurisdiction over the 
manufactured and erected of hollow Metal 
Trim between the Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters and Joiners of America and the Sheet 
Metal Worers' International Union in James- 
town, N. Y. 

Your Committee concurs in the agreement 
proposed by the Executive Council and 
further decides that the manufacturing of 
Hollow Metal Trim and Doors belong to 
the Sheet Metal Workers, but the erection 
of the same belongs to the United Brother- 
hood of Carpenters and Joiners of America, 
and we herewith order that the decision of 
Judge Gaynor (Brooklyn, N. Y., April 23, 
•09), in the matter of the arbitration be- 
tween the Sheet Metal Workers' Union 
Liocal 11 on the one side and the joint Dis- 
trict Council of Carpenters and John W. 
Rapp on the other. 

("My Dear Sirs : The question presented 
has proven diflflcult to answer, but after 
reading all of the evidence and papers sub- 
mitted to me, I come to the conclusion that 
the setting of Iron or Steel Trim and Doors, 
samples of which were submitted to me, 
does not belong to the Sheet Metal Work- 
ers, they are thick castings and not of 
the kind of Sheet Metal which the Sheet 
Metal Workers handle, and to which their 
tools are adapted. The samples before me 
are so thick that they have to be cut with 
a saw and no doubt such castings may be 
even thicker. They could not be cut with 
a shears or bent or united or soldered after 
the manner Sheet Metal Is handled and 
fashioned. They are not contemplated by 
the ru^'^s which fix the domain of the 
Sheet Metal Workers. The method and 
skill which the work requires does not 
belong to the craft of the Sheet Metal 
Workers but to that of the Carpenters. The 
substitution of Metal for Wood does not 
oust the Carpenter, even though the butts 
on which the trim and hinges are to be 
put be of Iron or Steel. The case Is the 
same. 

Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) WM. J. GAYNOR.) 

be observed and lived up to by all parties 
aflaiiated with the Building Trades Depart- 
ment. 

J AS. G. HANNAH AN, Chairman, 

J. C. SKEMP, 

D. F. FEATHER STON, Sec'y. 

Delerate Redding, of the Committee, read 
the following : 

Minority report of the Adjust Com- 
mittee on Resolution Number 26, submit- 
ted by the Sheet Metal Workers, also the 
grievance of the Amalgamated Sheet Metal 
Workers' Alliance against the Brotherhood 
of Carpenters that was handled by the 
Executive Council which was referred to 
us by the Executive Council's report. 



Moved and seconded that we condemn the 
actions of the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters in Jamestown, N. Y., and instruct 
the United Brotherhood of Carpenters to 
turn over to the Sheet Metal Workers all 
employees in the Dahlstrom shop who are 
now members of the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters, and that we concede the right 
of manufacturing and erecting of all Metal 
Door and trim to the Sheet Metal Workers. 

(Signed.) THOS. REDDING, 

JOHN DONLIN . 

Vice President Ryan*— "1 move the 
adoption of the minority report as a sub- 
stitute for the majority report." 

President Kirby — "The majority report 
will be considered. The chair has no in- 
tention to be other than absolutely fair. A 
straight vote on this proposition is as 
fair to one side as to the other." 

Vice President O'Sullivan spoke at length 
In opposition to the majority report, and 
said in part: "I thought we had proved 
conclusively that the position we hold as 
a Sheet Metal Workers' Association is one 
that cannot be questioned by any union 
man, as we have always lived up to the 
principles of the trade union movement. 
The question before the convention is of 
great Importance, not only to oui: organiza- 
tion but to other trades as well as ours ; 
that the day will come when many others 
will be compelled to give up part of their 
work to some other trade if the report is 
adopted. An effort has been made to de- 
prive us of our right to our chosen calling. 
We are told that we cannot erect what we 
manufacture. If this is true we will have to 
go into the shops and accept any sort of con- 
ditions the employers choose to offer us while 
the carpenters do the erecting. If we are to 
have an industrial form of organization 
let us know it here today. I hold here a 
contract signed with the Dahlstrom Sheet 
Metal Company that shows the Carpenters 
are forming an industrial organization. They 
will not stop at the sheet metal workers ; 
other trades will suffer likewise if this 
majority report Is adopted. 

"The Sheet Metal Workers spent a great 
deal of time and money organizing James- 
town, N. Y., and we were getting along 
nicely and hoping to organize many of the 
factories there. At every stage of the 
game the employers were willing to have 
the work erected by union men, but they 
would not stand for unionizing the shops. 
We succeeded in unionizing the Dahlstrom 
plant with the exception of about eighteen 
men whom we could not get, despite the 
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eflforts of the local. The local union struck 
In order to force them into the organiza- 
tion. Every man in the local came out, 
were out ten days, and not a man deserted. 
At that time I became seriously ill, and at 
the advice of a Jamestown physician went 
to my home. The company was losing 
ground and the local was in a fair way to 
succeed. Twelve of the eighteen men 
made application to become members of 
the organizatioir, and I supposed the other 
six would apply the next day. 

*'I went home and the next night re- 
ceived a telegram stating that Brother 
Macfarlane of the Carpenters had been there 
and had induced the men to Join the Car- 
penter's Union. He has produced docu- 
mentary evidence to show the work had 
been given to the carpenters by the A. F. 
of L. and by Judge Gaynor. The men were 
threatened and coerced ; they were told if 
they did not go back to work the shops 
would be filled with other men. They made 
each of those men who had been out on 
strike for ten days pay two dollars to 
Join the Carpenters — good union men walk- 
ing the streets for ten days to uphold a 
union principles compelled to pay two dol- 
lars each to become another kind of union 
men !" 

Vice. Pres. O'Sullivan spoke at length of 
the history of the sheet metal workers' work 
and of the efforts made to settle the trouble 
in Jamestown. He also spoke of their 
contention that the sheet metal worker was 
entitled to erect the work they produced 
in the shop. He also spoke of their con- 
nection with firms In New York manufac- 
turing a similar product to that of the 
Dahlstrom Company. He discussed the de- 
cision of Judge Gaynor and the work of 
the New York Arbitration Board, and con- 
cludpd by saying : 

"The Dahlstrom Company was perfectly 
willing to make an agreement with the 
Sheet Metal Workers ; we had one for four 
years, and the Painters had an agreement 
with them. They would not, however, stand 
for having their shop a closed one, and 
they were backed up not only by the Manu- 
facturers' Association and Citizens* Alliance, 
but by the United Brotherhood of Carpen- 
ters. The Carpenters' Delegates cannot 
deny that they have disrupted many of our 
best building trades councils throughout 
the country. Is it not time this Depart- 
ment called a halt on those actions on 
tbeir part? The members of the Sheet 



Metal Workers are skilled workmen and 
have always pursued their chosen calling, 
and it will be unjust to take from us the 
right to erect the work we produce and 
give it to the Carpenters." 

Delegate Duffy, in discussing the ques- 
tion, said in part : "I am sorry to see 
that the committee has brought in two re- 
ports. There are two sides to this ques- 
tion, as there is to every other. The 
committee has considered both sides. The 
Sheet Metal Workers of New York selected 
Judf^e Gajrnor and placed their case be- 
fore him, and placed samples of the metal 
trim before him, and he decided that the 
Carpenters had the right to erection of 
this hollow metal trim. Then the Sheet 
Metal Workers called the strike In James- 
town to force the Dahlstrom Company to 
put Shet Metal Workers in New York to 
erect the trim, in defiance of the decision 
of Judge Gaynor. It Is true that we have 
the men who manufacture the trim In 
Jamestown in our organization, but they 
were not coerced or forced ; they came of 
their own free will when they heard of the 
decision rendered. Brother O'Sullivan ap- 
peared before our Executive Board when 
it was in session in Indianapolis, and he 
was told that we would turn those men In 
Jamestown back to them, that we would 
cancel the agreement entered into In James- 
town with the Dahlstrom Company pro- 
vided the Sheet Metal Workers would not 
call strikes in New York or elsewhere where 
Carpenters are putting up this hollow 
metal trim manufactured by the Dahlstrom 
Company. President O'Sullivan refused that 
proposition. 

"We reported the case to the Executive 
Council of this Department, and when I 
came here I found in their report the propo- 
sition we made to Brother O'Sullivan when 
he was in Indianapolis. The committee con- 
curs in it ; they order us to turn those men 
back, to cancel the agreement, with the 
proviso that the Sheet Metal Workers do 
not call strikes in New York or elsewhere 
where this trim is being erected by our 
men. The committee goes further and de- 
cides that the manufacture of this trim 
belongs to the Sheet Metal Workers, but 
that the erection of it belongs to the Car- 
penters, and they demand that all parties 
abide by their decision and by the de- 
cision rendered by Judge Gaynor.'* 

Delegate Feathe.rston asked the privilege 
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of the floor for Organizer Neal, of the 
U. B. of C. and J. 

On motion of Delegate Solomon the re- 
quest was granted. 

Organizer Neal spoke at length on the 
question, explaining to the convention the 
different methods of erecting hollow iroti 
trim and similar material that had re- 
placed wood in the construction of build- 
ings. He contended that all such work 
belonged to the Carpenters, and that no 
other trade could do the work as efficiently 
and as rapidly. He stated that a majority 
of the prominent architects and contractors 
in New York specified in their contracts 
that Carpenters should do the work, and 
that in some cases where the work had 
been erected by Sheet Metal Workers it 
had to be done over again by Carpenters. 
He stated when the work was done by Car- 
penters it was done more rapidly and more 
economically, even though they received 
fifty cents a day more than the Sheet 
Mteal Workers. Continuing, Mr. Nell said: 

"You cannot stop progress. When the 
erection of this material costs twice as 
much when put up by Sheet Metal Workers 
as when It is put up by Carpenters it will 
go to the Carpenters. When you consider 
the magnitude of the work done in New 
York City that is a great item with the 
building public. Brother O'Sullivan asked 
why we did not turn the men who do this 
work over to his organization. Because we 
do not want our men to carry two cards. 
I do not want to pay dues into the Sheet 
Metal Workers' organization and into the 
Brotherhood of Carpenters. Their position 
in New York is untenable. The Dahlstrom 
Company say they will employ our men, 
and we have the assurance of the contrac- 
tors that if we do not do the work they 
will employ non-union Carpenters to do it. 
They speak of protecting the men in James- 
town, when their sole object was to compel 
the Dahlstrom Company to employ Sheet 
Metal Workers in New York City. The 
Dahlstrom Company was the only one by 
whom the Sheet Metal Workers were em- 
ployed, and naturally they wished to hold 
fast to what they had. In the arbitration 
we had to cite jobs we did. We cited four- 
teen and they cited fifteen, but we proved 
that the architects had condemned eight of 
their jobs and the carpenters had to do them 
over. I have no desire to assert that the 
Sheet Metal Workers are incompetent me- 



chanics, because I know they are not. I 
know also that they are good fighters, 
but they are out of their element in erect- 
ing the work. They cannot do It to the 
satisfaction of the architects and builders 
in New York City." 

Vice President Ryan, in discussing the 
question, said In part: "As a representa- 
tive of one of the metal trades I am in- 
terested in this question and in the proper 
disposition of it. Here Is an organization 
chartered as a woodworking organization 
coming into a building trades establish- 
ment and trying to start out as metal 
workers. If this Department is going to 
succeed it had better not start any more 
specialists, but rather take the opposite 
course and put specialists back into the 
trades and keep them there. The decision 
of Judge Gaynor has been referred to was 
rendered under that famous arbitration plan 
of New York City that is trying to spread 
its tentacles throughout the United States. 
Judge Gaynor refers to this material as 
heavy castings. That shows his knowledge 
of the material. He states further that as 
it takes the place of wood it belongs to the 
carpenters. Where would my organization 
fit under that decision? We had better 
quit paying per capita tax to this institu- 
tion and line up with the Carpenters now 
and give up what we have gained through 
long years of struggle. I hope no prejudice 
will becloud the minds of the delegates 
as to the importance of this question. Ap- 
parently Judge Gaynor's decision is to set 
a pace for the i>uilding Trades Depart- 
ment for years to come ! I was under the 
impression that this Department and our 
constitution was provided to take these dis- 
putes up and settle them without reference 
to any local decision anywhere throughout 
the land. I thought that was the preroga- 
tive of this Department. A question of 
vital importance to my organization was 
settled by this Department : it was supposed 
to be done in a practical way by practical 
building trades men. 

The action of the Executive Council has 
been referred to. What the Council de- 
sired to have done was to have the Car- 
penters undo what they did in Jamestown 
and tell them to bring their dispute into 
this convention and have practical men pass 
upon It. It occurred to me then and it oc- 
curs to me now that that would have been 
a better course than to go Into a territory 
where men were on strike and tell them 
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they would have to get Into the Carpenters* 
organization." 

Vice President Ryan discussed further 
the different kinds of work in dispute, and 
spoke of the work being done on several 
lar^e buildings in New York, and concluded 
by saying : 

"It is an outrageous proposition to ask 
us to be governed by a decision coming 
from such a source to govern the Build- 
ing Trades Department. I hope the good 
sense of the delegates will prevail and that 
they will vote down the majority report 
and adopt the minority. Give the Sheet 
Metal Workers the standing they had in 
Jamestown without any strings to the propo- 
sition." 

Delegate Featherston, In discussing the 
majority report, said In part : "The Car- 
penters had no hand in bringing Judge 
Gaynor into this ; he was brought In by 
Brother Bobb, a delegate of the Sheet Metal 
Workers. He was Brother Bobb's personal 
selection. Judge Gaynor was selected be- 
cause he had been a good friend of the 
Sheet Metal Workers on a previous occasion 
when he trimmed the employers. At an- 
other time the Carpenters selected Judge 
Gaynor and he lambasted them. He does 
not care who he goes up against — if you 
are wrong you get It. He had before him 
some of the leading architects of the city 
of ^ew York and some of the general con- 
tractors, their employers and ours, and he 
rendered this decision after making a thor- 
ough investigation. I do not think it Is 
proper to ask one of the most respected 
judges on the municipal bench to render 
a decision, and then treat him in this 
way. The word 'strike-breaker' has been 
used. The man who said that knows he Is 
doing the Carpenters an Injustice ; that the 
Carpenters never went on record as assisting 
an employer to down a body of organized 
labor. Judge Gaynor rendered his decision 
on the 2.3d of April. After that decision 
was rendered action was taken by the Sheet 
Metal Workers in that factory In James- 
town to get after nineteen non-union men 
who were stockholders In that company 
to force them to join the union. Why 
wai=!n't that done long before the controversy 
came up? Why did they go to Dahlstrom's 
factory In .Tamestown when there were two 
factories in our town that were not mo- 
lested? We would not have Interfered had 
not the Sheet Metal Workers pulled the 
shop to cocerce the Dahlstrom people not 



to abide by the Gaynor decision. The 
fundamental principle of the Arbitration 
Board is the closed shop all the time, yet 
non-union men are working alongside their 
men." 

Delegate Macfarlane, in discussing the 
question, said in part "The statement has 
been made that I forced the men in James- 
town Into our organization, that I acted 
the part of a strike-breaker. That is abso- 
lutely and positively untrue. He said I 
went before the firm and made it impossible 
for their men to get an agreement signed. 
A committee of the officers of their local 
union called on me at the hotel where I 
was staying and said that, they had been 
left absolutely alone in the fight; that they 
were up against it and could not hold the 
men any longer. They said they had no 
help but that of the president of the central 
body. They asked me to come to their 
hall and address them. I did, and I 
talked to them for an hour and a half. 
After I returned to the hotel a committee 
from that body came to me and said they 
had decided by unanimous vote to join the 
Carpenters* organization as they believed we 
could best take care of their interests. 
They were not forced or coerced to come 
Into our organization ; they Joined volun- 
tarily and in the regular way. There is no 
question in my mind but that the shop was 
struck for the purpose of forcing the Dahl- 
strom firm not to employ members of our 
Brotherhood in the work of erecting. You 
may call our action a war measure if yon 
please ; it has been done in hundreds of 
other cases ; I know that other organiza- 
tions have done similar things. If I had 
tried to get these men to join our organiza- 
tion it would have been a difflerent thing, 
but the men all made application in the 
regular way as individuals, not collectively, 
and they were initiated In the regular way. 
The firm was set on not employing a cer- 
tain number of the men who had been 
active in the controversy. I succeeded in 
getting them all back and unionized the 
ertire plant. I drafted an agreement and 
the company submitted another. After two 
days we arrived at an agreement that 
the Dahlstrom would recognize our Brother- 
hood only, and in return for it we agreed to 
erect their trim throughout the United 
States and Canada. I have no apologies to 
offer to this convention for the part I 
took In the Jamestown controversy, and I 
am satisfied the organization I represent 



EEPOKT OF PEOCEEDINGS. 



87 



lias no apologies to make. If the com- 
mittee believes the men should be turned 
over to the Sheet Metal Workers' organiza- 
tion, all well and good, and if this con- 
vention sanctions their report, all well and 
good, I will stand for that part of it." 

Delegate Bobb, in discussing the ques- 
tion, said in part : "I was responsible 
some six years ago In getting this class 
of work for our organization. I visited 
the concern when it was first put on the 
market and convinced them that it be- 
longed to the Sheet Metal Workers. We 
went along peacefully with it for four years 
without any objection or complaint on the 
part of the various trades until a firm in 
New York started to manufacture this hol- 
low metal trim. They wanted us to agree 
to conditions that we could jiot possibly 
agree to. They wanted to attempt to force 
the Dahlstrom people to move their factory 
to New York or we would boycott their 
product on the New York market. As union 
men we could not consistently have this 
class of work manufactured by your own 
men in Jamestown and boycott it on the 
New York market. 

"The only reason this question is be- 
fore you is because of the attitude of some 
of the New York City employers who are 
liviiig under the protection of this fa- 
mous arbitration plan. The question that 
was r»>ferred to Judge Gaynor was referred 
under Section 22 of the General Arbitra- 
tion plan, and reads, The work that has 
heretofore been recognized to be in the 
possession of a trade shall not be submit- 
ted to arbitration, provided when possession 
is claimed by a party or parties to a 
jurisdiction trades dispute that question 
shall be decided by the Executive Committee, 
and in case of a disagreement the Executive 
Committee shall refer the question to an 
umpire.' 

"You can see by this that Bobb did not 
refer this case to Judge Gaynor. It says 
further, 'If the Executive Committee or the 
umpire decides the work has not been in 
the possession of a trade, the question of 
who shall perform the work shall be re- 
ferred to a special board of arbitration. 
Judge Gaynor was called In to decide on a 
delicate question, and if he found that the 
work had been in the possession of the 
Carpenter the Sheet Metal Worker would 
not have a leg to stand on ; but he went 
beyond his rights and stated as his opinion 
that, inasmuch as this material had dis- 



placed wood there was no good reason why 
the Carpenter should not come in and do it. 

•*In the jurisdiction claims of the De- 
partment there is absolutely nothing in the 
Carpenters' claim covering this ; it is in 
the jurisdiction claims of the Sheet Metal 
Workers. If this decision is to be used 
to settle this matter the Carpenters can 
claim everything, and one-third of the 
organizations represented here would have 
to be in their organization. If this De- 
partment is going to indorse an industrial 
organization the sooner it does it the bet- 
ter." 

Delegate Feathbrston — "Are you ' a 
member of the General Executive Committee 
of the General Arbitration Board of New 
York?" 

Delegate Bobb — "I was not then, but I 
am now." 

Delegate Feathebston — "Did you nom- 
inate Judge Gaynor as the umpire?" 

Delegate Bobb — "No. I want to go on 
record as emphatically denying that" 

Delegate Solomon, in discussing the ques- 
tion, said In part : "I am Interested in 
the movement in New York City, and I am 
quite familiar with the situation there. We 
believe the Sheet Metal Workers to be in 
possession of the hollow metal trim work. 
We have seen wood cornice superceded by 
metal cornice, and we have seen the Sheet 
Metal Workers manufacture and erect that 
work. We have yet to find the conteni;ion 
of any other trade that they have not a 
right to erect it. The tile floor has super- 
ceded the wood floor, and the tile layers, 
who are represented In this Department, do 
the tile setting. No other organization 
has claimed that work. Unfortunately the 
tile layers do not control the factories in 
which the tile is manufactured." 

Delegate Crampton, in discussing the 
question, said in part : "I shall probably be 
the only Carpenter in this convention who 
will cast a vote against accepting the de- 
cision of a judge in this case. I am op- 
posed to the establishment of such a prece- 
dent. It has been stated here tonicjht that 
a representative of the United Brotherhood 
who was on the ground and saw this ma- 
terial manufactured that it was not cast 
trim ; yet Judge Gaynor refers to it Is cast 
trim, which shows he has no technical 
knowledge of the matter. If a prior de- 
cision had been rendered by a representative 
body of building trades craftsmen, I would 
not hesitate to stand by it. We should 
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speak freely here and without prejudice. I 
intend to cast my vote against the ma- 
jority report of that committee, and I will 
do it for that reason alone. 

"I don't know how far we will go in- 
dustrially, but so long as I am a member 
of an autonomous trades union, and so long 
as I believe the American Federation of 
Labor stands for autonomy that was guar- 
anteed to us in the very original agreement 
in the form of a resolution upon which 
this Department was started in the Nor- 
folk convention, I shall stand for that 
autonomy. We may some time be indus- 
trially organized, but until that time comes 
let us waive aside all these decisions which 
emanate from judicial minds, planted there 
by our opponents, ^specially in the City 
of New York, which were rendered for the 
sole purpose of making them binding from 
New York to California, and from the 
Great Lakes to the Gulf. We are told that 
Judge Gaynor's decision Is practically the 
basis on which rests our majority report. 
For that reason alone I will vote against 
that report." 

Delegate Skemp, in discussing the ques- 
tion, said in part : "I merely wish, as a 
member of the Adjustment Committee, to 
say a few words in defense of the ma- 
pority report. As a signer of the majority 
I wish to explain how we reached our con- 
clusions. In the first place, the two re- 
ports are identical as regards the major 
portion of the matter under discussion. The 
entire committee condemns the action of the 
Brotherhood of Carpenters for organizing 
men engaged in the sheet metal trade. The 
committee was unanimous in that con- 
demnation. In the second place, the com- 
mittee was unanimous In awarding the work 
of manufacturing the sheet metal trim to 
the Sheet Metal Workers. The committee 
only divided on the question of who should 
erect the material. There is no attempt on 
the part of the majority report to condone 
the offense of the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters or extenuate It In the least. 
We recognize its serious nature, and no 
language perhaps would be too severe In 
expressing our condemnation of It. Brother 
Macfarlane stated that the application for 
a charter from the Brotherhood was volun- 
tary, but I notice he was on the ground 
ready to receive It. He stated that he had 
not only nothing to apologize for, but he 
Intended to continue to organize the men 
who manufacture this material. Of course 



he is under the instructions of hla or- 
ganization, but I do not think he repre- 
sented Xhe organization when he made that 
statement. 

"Judge Gaynor's decision had no in- 
fluence in determining my decision. I am 
a little surprised that the Sheet Metal 
Workers should have named him. Men of 
that character lack sympathy for the labor 
movement, and they lack the technical 
knowledge to deal with the matter in an 
intelligent way. They have not even the 
elementary knowledge necessary to enable 
them to render such a decision, and I think 
it is a reflection on the trades union move- 
ment in New York that such men should be 
selected. 

"I think the Carpenters erred In coming 
to the conclusion that the Sheet Metal 
Workers struck the Dahlstrom factory to 
Intimidate that company in order to compel 
them to employ Sheet Metal Workers in 
the erection of this trim. There was no 
evidence submitted to the committee to 
substantiate that. 

"As I said before, my decision was not 
based upon the decision of Judge Gaynor 
In the least ; It was on an entirely different 
basis. My experience has taught me that 
any arbitrary award of work of any kind 
to any craft which Is not along the line of 
least reslstence Is not going to remain In 
effect, despite all the power of the labor 
movement. If the work awarded can be 
done more eflSciently and more economically 
by some other craft, despite all your de- 
cisions the craft that can do it most ef- 
ficiently and economically will get it. You 
are only attempting to oppose the Inevitable 
when you attempt to throw work into the 
hands of one set of craftsmen which in the 
natural evolution of the trade should go 
to another craft. The composition of the 
material Is a minor matter. Because this 
material is not wood it does not necessarily 
follow that it must be erected by the metal 
workers." 

Delegate Featherston — "For the benefit 
of the gentleman who has just sat down I 
want to say the Carpenters had nothing to 
do with the selection of the umpire. I 
am a Socialist and I understand the gentle- 
man who has just sat down is a Socialist, 
but I am going to vote for a man with a 
card In his pocket next time." 

President Kirbt — "Politics does not en- 
ter into this." 

Delegate Bobb — "No Socialist and no 
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Other man appointed Judge Gaynor umpire ; 
he was appointed by the General Executive 
Board of the Arbitration Board." 

Delegate Ddpfy — "I wish to say one 
thing more. It does not make any differ- 
ence what certain delegates say about 
donlg this or that regardless of decisions. 
We are not the ones in authority. We have 
to refer these matters to our General 
Executive Board, that is the convention of 
our organization between conventions." 

Delegate Featherston asked for a roll call 
on the motion to adopt the majority report 
of the committee. 

At least one-fifth of the delegates present 
signifying their wish to have the roll called, 
Secretary Spencer proceeded with the roll 
call, which resulted as follows : 

BOLL CALL. 

Ayes — Delegates Atkinson, Duffy, Feather- 
aton, Macfarlane, Kirby, Henderson, Cos- 
grove, Deegon, Comerford, Hannahan, Bahl- 
hom, Shemp, Swick — 13. 

Nayea — Delegates Kennedy (A. J.), Ryan, 
Young, Morrin, Cramp ton, Malloy, Goellnitz, 
Tveitmoe, McNulty, Raven, Solomon, Feeny, 
Huddell, McKee, d'Alessandro, Smith, 
Etchison, Price, O'SuUivan, Redding, Bobb, 
Kennedy (.T. F.), Leslie, McGivern, Tripple, 
Donlin, Cofleld, Leonard, Anderson, Spen- 
cer, Alcott, Rau, Garrett, Edeler, Lepa 
—35. 

^President Kirby — "The motion to adopt 
the majority report is lost, and the vote 
will now be on the minority report." 

A motion to adopt the minority report of 
the Committee on Adjustment was carried 
on a Vive voce vote. 

Secretary Featherston, for the Committee, 
continued to report, as follows : 

"We have three cases of revocation of 
charters, but they have been disposed of 
by the report of the Committee on Executive 



Council's report. They are from Milwaukee, 
Toledo and Syracuse. No further action 
was taken." 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LOCAL 
AND STATE ORGANIZATIONS. 

Delegate Huddell, for the committee, re- 
ported as follows : 

To The Officers and Delegates of the 

Building Trades Department of the A. 'J^. 

of L. 

We, your Committee on Local and State 
Organizations, to which was referred the 
matter embodied in the General President's 
report in relation to State Councils, desire 
to submit the following report: 

We heartily concur in the sentiments ex- 
pressed by the President on this subject, 
and recommend that State Building Trades 
Councils be organized wherever It may be 
found practical to effect such organizations. 

And we further recommend that the Gen- 
eral Secretary of this Department notify 
the Local Councils In their several States 
where three or more local Councils exist, 
that this Convention recommends that they 
call a meeting of the several Councils of 
their State for the purpose of discussing 
the advisability of the formation of the 
State Building Trades Councils for their 
respective States In conformity with Sec- 
tion 55 of the Constitution. 

J. T. COSGROVE, 
JOSEPH BOBB, 
A. M. HUDDELL, 
JACOB SOLOMON, 
H. P. SMITH. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred In. 

At 10 :15 o'clock the convention was 
adjourned to reconvene at 9 o'clock a. m., 
Friday, October 15th. 
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FIFTH DAY— Friday Morning Session 



The convention was called to order at 
9 o'clock a. m., Friday, October ISth, Presi- 
dent Kirby in the chair. 

On roll' call the following absentees were 
noted : McNulty, Raven, Feeney. 

The announcement was made that the Ad- 
justment Committee was in session. 

Vice President Ryan objected to commit- 
tee considering important matters being 
in session while the convention was in ses- 
sion. He stated that delegates did not 
wish to leave the convention to appear be- 
fore the committee when matters affecting 
their organizations were under consider- 
ation in the convention. 

A motion was offered by Vice President 
Ryan, and carried, that no delegate be called 
from the convention to appear before the 
committee. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLU- 
TIONS. 

Chairman Ryan, for the Committee, re- 
ported as follows : 

Resolution No. 14 — By P. J. McArdle, 
President of the Amalgamated Association of 
Steel and Tin Workers ; Francis Feehan, 
President, Dist. No. 5, United Mine Work- 
ers of America ; Van Bittner, Vice President, 
Dist. No. 5, United Mine Workers of America ; 
Samuel C. Michels, Secretary Window 
Glass Cutters and Flattners* Association of 
America; George R. French, General Or- 
ganizer, Cigar Makers' International Union 



of America ; Wm. J. Bryne, General Or- 
ganizer of Carpenters and Joiners of 
America; General Organizers of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, Thomas H. Plynn, 
Cal. Wyatt, Arthur E. Holder and Hugh 
Frayne. 

Pittsburg, Oct. 9, *09. 
Mb. Wm. J. Spbncbb, 

Sec'y-Treas. B. T. Dept. A. P. of L. 
Dear Sir and Bro : 

At a meeting of the General Officers, held 
in this city Sunday, Oct. 3rd, the enclosed 
resolutions were adopted and was instructed 
to forward a copy to you and request that 
the Convention of the B. T. Dept. of the 
A. P. of L. endorse same. 

With best wishes for a successful Con- 
vention, I remain. 

Yours fraternally, 

HUGH PRAYNE, , 
Gen. Organizer of the A. P. of L. Secre- 
tary of the meeting. 

Pittsburg, Pa., Oct 3, '09. 

Whereas, there is to be a meeting held 
in the city of Harrisburg, Pa., on Dec. 9, 
'09, under the auspices of the Pennsylvania 
Federation of Labor to consider ways and 
means of obtaining relief from the un- 
bearable condition imposed on laboring 
people of that state by the workings of the 
state Constabulary laws during the time 
of the industrial disputes, and 

Whereas, an urgent request has been 
made by the Pennsylvania Federation of 
Labor to all Locals, District, International 
and Central Bodies to send representatiyei 
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to said meeting. 

Therefore, Be It Retolved, That this 
Convention recommend that all af&liated 
National and International organizations 
having local unions in the state of Pennsyl- 
vania, use all possible influence with their 
local unions to have them send represen- 
tatiV^es to said meeting, and also to have 
them af&liated with the Pennsylvania Fed- 
eration of Labor. 

The committee recommended that the 
, resolution be referred to tne American 
Federation of Labor. 

On motion the^j report of the committee 
was concurred in. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON REPORT 
OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 
Delegate Macfarlane, for the Committee, 
reported as follows : 

"This report is on that portion of the 
report of the Executive Council under the 
caption ^United Association of Journeymen 
Plumbers, Oas Fitters, Steam Fitters and 
Steam Fitters' Helpers vs. International 
Association of Steam and Hot Water Fit- 
ters and Helpers.' 

(Section 10 of the report of the Com- 
mittee.) 

•*Your committee, after carefully g:oing 
over all of the documentary evidence and 
listening to arguments from both sides, 
begs leave to report that we concur in the 
action of the Executive Council. 
(Signed.) GEO. F. HEDRICK, Chairman, 

W. B. MACFARLAN, Sec'y., 

R. A. McKEE, 

LUKE McKENNY, 

JOHN COEFIELD, 
Committee on Report of Executive Council. 
Delegate McKee — "As a member of the 
committee I have no desire to submit a 
minority report. All tho members of the 
committee are in harmony except on one 
point. It was agreed that as a matter of 
record I should make this explanation. We 
appreciate the difficulties the Executive 
Council labored under, but I am of the 
opinion that in the fourth para£?raph of 
the decision of »he Denver convention spe- 
cific instructions were given for an ex- 
change of cards. The Executive Council 
did not make any provision of this char- 
acter. I am opposed to compelling a man 
to pay a second initiation fee after he hay 
paid one to a bona fide organization.** 
f Delegate Rau, in discussing the question, 

said In part : "We were not In accord with 
the report of the Committee on the Report 
of the Executive Council. The decision of 



the Executive Council in Pittsburg was an 
unjust one and entirely out of accord 
with the report of the Adjustment in the 
Denver convention. The report of the 
committee in the Denver convention had in 
it provisions that would protect both par- 
ties. It was not what the Steam Fitters 
wanted. We have been contending since 
we have had an organization, more than 
twenty-one years, for the right to control 
the steam fitters of the country. We were 
granted a charter by the A. F. of L. to or- 
ganize the steam fitters of the United States 
and Canada ; we have done that and are 
doing It now. We are contending for what 
rightfully belongs to us, but we have never 
been able to get a square deal. Up to 
this time we have fought an up-hill battle ; 
we have been on the defensive continually, 
and the Plumbers have forced and in- 
timidated the men in our trade and com- 
pelled them to join their organization. 
They have gone Into cities and towns in 
time of trouble and organized the Steam 
Fitters into the United Association of 
Plumbers. You cannot, however, show an 
Instance where the Steam Fitters have 
gone into a city and interferred with the 
Plumbers when they have been on strike. 

In the Norfolk Convention of the A. 
F. of L. we Introduced a resolution asking 
for absolute control of the steam fitters. 
That resolution was referred to a commit- 
tee, and the committee brought in a re- 
port referring it to the Executive Council 
of the A. F. of L. The Executive Coun- 
cil referred It to the Building Trades De- 
partment. At the Denver convention of the 
Department it was referred to the Adjust- 
ment Committee. The Adjustment Com- 
mittee brought in a report. They did a 
fine piece of work ; we were satisfied with 
it ; we were willing to comply with it, and 
so stated on the floor of the conventton. 
We met a committee of the Plumbers \ in 
Washington. The propositions of the Steam 
Fitters were rejected by the Plumbers, and 
those of the Plumbers were rejected by the 
Steam Fitters.*' 

Delegate Rau read the report of the 
Adjustment Committee of the Denver con- 
vention by sections, and discussed each 
one briefly. He also discussed at length the 
jurisdiction of the two trades, and spoke 
of the evolution in both Industries in re- 
cent years. In concluding his address he 
said : "We are willing to carry out and 
abide by the decision of the Adjustment 
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Committee in that convention ; we were 
willing to make an effort to reach the kind 
of agreement they recommended. I ask 
this convention to give us consideration in 
this matter. Refer it back to where it was 
after the adjournment of the Denver con- 
vention. We are sincere in this. This is 
not a game of wait ; it is a sincere move 
on the part of the Steam Fitters. We have 
been sincere at all times. We are not get- 
ting what we originally contended for, but 
we hope and trust this convention will give 
us the consideration we ask for now." 

Delegate Garrett opposed the report of 
the committee, and said in part: "At the 
Denver convention of this Department steps 
were taken to stop the fight that has been 
going on between these two international or- 
ganizations for years. The Adjustment Com- 
mittee brought in a report under which th« 
two organizations could work in harmony. 
The report was adopted by a unanimous 
vote of the convention. It was decided 
that the two organizations should meet at 
the call of the President of this Depart- 
ment A committee from the Plumbers and 
a committee from me Steam Fitters met in 
Washington. After many hours of deliber- 
ation, and after we had offered many 
things in accordance with the report of the 
Adjustment Committee, we failed to reach 
an agreement. Then we went before the 
Executive Council in Pittsburg and a de- 
cision was rendered there. I think it was 
rendered by men who were absolutely honest 
and fair in every particular ; but they 
probably overlooked the fact that we were 
in existence at all when they rendered it. 
We did not ask the Executive Council for 
anything except the steam fitters that be- 
longed to us. We could not live up to the 
decision rendered by the Executive Coun- 
cil because it did not comply with the 
report of the Adjustment Committee in the 
Denver convention. 

"We ask the delegates^ to consider this 
matter very carefully. Has the Steam Fitter 
a right to self-government? Has he a 
right to control the Steam Fitters' organiza- 
tion? You men have fought hours and 
hours over the question of trade autonomy. 
Do you come here now and say we have not 
a right to the Steam Fitters and Helpers, 
that we have not a right to our trade, that 
we have not a right to organize Steam 
Fitters when we have a charter that per- 
mits us to do so? Consider what the re- 



port of the Adjustment Committee in the 
last convention gave us. The decision of 
the Executive Council in Pittsburg did not 
follow that out. We have had many ob- 
stacles in our way ; we have had many 
things to contend with ; but there is one 
thing dearer to us than everything else 
we have contended for, and that is the 
right of the Steam Fitters to control their 
own organization. We want to be free 
from any other trad^, free from mingling 
with any organization of any kind, except 
that we may assist them in times of trouble. 
The Plumbers will tell you about the Steam 
Fitters they have in their Association. We 
know they have, but those Steam Fitters 
are continually complaining about their 
conditions. They tell me they are walking 
the streets while the Plumber does their 
work. The Plumber is continually en- 
croaching upon our trade and they are 
walking the streets ; they cannot get the 
work because the Plumbers are in the ma- 
jority." 

Delegate Garrett spoke at length of the 
changes in plumbers* work, of the trouble 
that existed between the two organizations 
in various cities, and of their relations with 
the Building Trades Department and va- 
rious local building trades councils. Dur- 
ing his address he read numerous letters 
and documents showing the condition of 
affairs between the two organizations. In 
concluding Delegate Garrett said : "All we 
ask for is fairness and justice. We want 
to meet the Plumbers ; we offered to meet 
them. We believe if the Steam Fitters of 
the International Association and the Steam 
Fitters of the United Association are al- 
lowed to define the lines of the trade we 
will agree to it. Instead of that they 
want us to pay an excessive initiation 
fee when we go into another city to work. 
We are willing to meet a committee of 
the United Association to decide this im- 
portant question, and we will do it if they 
want to be fair. There will be no dis- 
agreeable feelings between the two or- 
ganizations when they come to define the 
jurisdiction of the trades. I appeal to the 
good judgment of the men here to carry out 
the work this Department was organized 
to do. When It was organized it was the 
understanding that the trades would retain 
their autonomy. When you deny the Steam 
Fitters the right to organize his trade what 
must you expect yourself? You have come 
here to legislate for the welfare of this 
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Department and to look after the wage- 
earners at home who are depending on the 
success of the Department, the men who 
sent you here, the men who make up the 
international organizations. If this struc- 
ture is built upon a solid rock we should 
see to it that every time we add something 
it is as solid as the foundation." 

Vice President McSorely in tue chair. 

Delegate Duflfy, in discussing the question, 
said in part : "I happened to be chairman 
of the Adjustment Committee that brought 
in the report to the Denver convention. It 
Is true that we laid down the terms under 
which a working agreement could be made 
between the Steam Fitters and the Plumbers^ 
firmly believing that both parties would 
comply with' its provisions. When that re- 
port was made Secretary Costello, one of 
the representatives of the Steam Fitters, 
asked what would happen if they did not 
agree when they met in Washington. As 
chairman of that committee I replied that 
if the Steam Fitters and the Plumbers did 
not come to an agreement according to the 
terms laid down in that report, that the 
Executive Council of the Department stood 
instructed to draw up a report. The com- 
mittee did not say the Executive Council 
must draw up a report on the terms of the 
the report of the Adjustment Committee. 
I went farther and said that whether or not 
the report of the Executive Committee was 
agreeable to the Plumbers and Steam Fit- 
ters it must be observed. 

"Now I give credit to the Executive Coun- 
cil for carrying out the orders of the Den- 
ver convention, even if it is disagreeable 
to the Plumbers and the Steam Fitters. 
But I give no credit to the Plumbers and 
the Steam Fitters themselves for not com- 
ing to an agreement themselves without 
letting it go up to other authority. Now 
I give credit to the Committee on the Re- 
port of the Executive Council for coming 
in here and sustaining the decision of the 
Council. I am not in favor of turnin-? 
down the report of the committee, but I am 
not in favor of not giving them another 
chance. I have a substitute to oifer." 

President Kirby stated that the vote would 
be first on the report of the committee, 
and that the substitute could be taken up 
afterwards. 

Delegate Leonard spoke at length In fa- 
vor of the committee, and said. In part: 
"The United Association Is made up of 
Plumbers, Steam Fitters, Gas Fitters, 



Sprinkler Fitters and Helpers. One-half of 
our Executive Board is composed of fit- 
ters. The General President of the As- 
sociation is a Gas Fitter. This should 
prove to your minds that the United Asso- 
ciation is honest in inviting the Steam 
Fitters to become attached to their or- 
ganization. The report of the committee 
sustains the action of the Executive Coun- 
cil. The International Association asks 
this movement to go back one year? That 
has been their policy ever since the con- 
vention of the A. F. of L. held in Kansas 
City in 189^. Everything in that working 
agreement was not satisfactory to the 
United Association, but they attempted to 
be loyal, and at great cost to themselves. 
There is no discrimination against the Steam 
Fitter. We need one International organiza- 
tion and they need it. I have no confidence 
In the International Association entering 
into an agreement. We have offered every 
sort of agreement to them. There is not a 
line of demarcation they ever dreamed 
about but that the United Association will 
draw more rigidly than they ever antici- 
pated- Here is the constitution of the 
United Association. Our trade embraces 
everything In the pipe fitting industry. We 
leave it to the diflPerent localities if they 
want to separate themselves and go into the 
various specialties of our trade. That is 
local autonomy. We have many Important 
locals of Steam Fitters throughout the 
country. We have over five hundred locals, 
and of that number 450 are either in whole 
or in part steam fitters. You can go into 
the places where we have mixed locals, 
and notwithstanding the fact that they are 
mixed the men work at what they are best 
fitted for if that is the rule of the lo- 
cality, without drawing rigid lines of de- 
marcation. We give home rule privileges 
to our organizations. Even though the 
Plumber is in the majority in nine cases 
out of ten you will find that the officers 
of the locals are steam fitters and that 
the business agents are steam fitters." 

Delegate Leonard spoke at lencth in re- 
gard to the conditions of the two organizap 
tlons in different parts of the country, and 
read a copy of an agreement proposed by 
the United Association for amalgamating 
the two organizations. He concluded his 
address by saying : "This Department must 
decide first, last and all the time that 
there can be but one International associa- 
tion of the pipe trade. The development 
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of this trade has been so much in favor of 
the United Association that we are in a 
better fortified position today and more 
able than ever to make good every claim 
we make. We want the Steam Fitter and 
he wants us, and just as soon as he can 
get away from the foolish idea that the 
Plumber wants to swallow his work the 
better off he will be." 

Delegate Huddell discussed the question 
briefly, and denied some statement made 
by Delegate Leonard in regard to the con- 
dition of the two organizations in Boston. 

During the discussion by Delegate Gar- 
rett he stated that the International Asso- 
ciation had been charged with not living 
up to the decision of the Executive Council 
of the Building Trades Department be- 
cause they had organized in Syracuse, and 
stated that they had gone there as a re- 
sult of receiving a letter signed by Secre- 
tary Spencer, of the Building Trades De- 
partment, which contained the following: 
•We have lately been notified of the ex- 
istence of locals in Yonkers, N. Y., Indian- 
apolis, Ind., Salt Lake City, Utah, Syracuse, 
N. Y., Elmira, N. Y., and Binghampton, N. 
Y., that are not affliated with your Inter- 
national Union. These local unions should 
be induced to come in at once, in order 
that we may have their aid and co-opera- 
tion in the work of the Building Trades." 

Secretary Spencer, in referring to the 
statement of Delegate Garrett, said : "I did 
not intend to take up the time of the 
convention discussing this question over 
which the forenoon has been consumed, and 
I do not know now that I care to enter 
into the merits of the case. ,1 cannot, 
however, let the occasion pass by without 
giving utterance to an explanation in regard 
to the letter and a refutation of the charges 
that have so freely been made. One of 
the delegates in his statement says that a 
letter was received by him in which cer- 
tain authority was conferred on him by the 
Department, and that the Secretary of the 
Department conferred certain powers upon 
him. No such letter was ever written by 
me or signed by me. As I understand it 
the letter was presented in a certain meet- 
ing on March 17th, a meeting of Steam 
Fitters, and the party holding the letter 
made the statement that he had received 
a document from the Secretary of the 
Building Trades Department authorizing him 
to organize unions of steam fitters. 



"No authority has ever been conferred 
upon a representative of the Steam Fitters 
or any other organization identified with 
tne Department by myself or the President 
of the Department authorizing anyone to 
organize local unions. It is true we do 
authorize people to organize local Councils ; 
but we have no right to invade the field of 
a legally instituted international union 
identified with this Department. We cannot 
be charged with endeavoring to encroach 
upon the rights of any international union 
affiliated with the Building Trades Depart- 
ment. 

"I hold in my hand a list of the local 
unions attached to internationals that do 
not identify themselves with our local coun- 
cils. This list is as accurate as it can be 
made by correspondence. As soon as a com- 
plaint is received in our office from the 
Building Trades Council that a local union 
has withdrawn or has refused to affiliate, a 
statement of the facts in the case is in- 
scribed in this book. Then on the first of the 
month the book is gone over carefully, and 
the local unions appearing in it are com- 
plained of to their respective internationals. 
We draw the attention of the international 
to the fact that its local has not identified 
itself with the local council or that it has 
withdrawn. General instructions are given 
our clerks in the event of my absence, or 
in the event I am engrossed in other work, 
to prepare this list of local unions and send 
them to their respective internationals 
each month. On the first of February I 
assume the general instructions were fol- 
lowed out, but a letter intended for Secre- 
tary Love was sent to Secrteary Costello. 
It cannot be different. The only city 
where the Steam Fitters have failed to 
affiliate with the Department is Cincinnati, 
Ohio, so we could not call the attention 
of the Steam Fitters to the failure of 
their locals in the cities mentioned in the 
letter to affiliate with the' Department." 

President Kirby — "In our office there 
is a rule that when the Secretary or the 
President dictates a letter the initial of 
the stenographer and the initial of the 
one dictating the letter is attached. If 
the letter is not dictated only the initial 
of the stenographer is attached. There is 
but one Initial on the copy of this letter 
shown, to me. If the Secretary had dictated 
it there would have been two initials." 

Secretary Spencer — "I have explained 
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the existence of the letter. I did not see it 
and I did not specifically authorize it. I 
did not attach my signature to it, but I will 
shoulder the responsibility for its having 
been sent." 



It was further explained that the letter 
was of form character, and that the signa- 
ture had been attached with a stamp. 

The convention was adjourned at 12 
o'clock to reconvene at 2 o'clock p. m. 



FIFTH DAY— Friday Afternoon Session 



The convention was called to order at 2 
o'clock p. m., Friday, October 15th, Presi- 
dent Kirby in the chair. 

Discussion of the report of the Committee 
on Executive Council's Report was re- 
sumed. The question was discussed briefly 
by Delegate McNulty and Delegate Gar- 
rett. Secretary Spencer replied to ques- 
tions in regard to the letter referred to by 
Delegate Garrett. Delegates Duflfy and Rau 
also discussed the matter of correspondence 
sent out from the Secretary's office. 

Delegate Rau requested the privilege of 
the floor for President Kinsella, of the 
Steam Fitters' organization. A motion was 
made that the request be granted. The motion 
was seconded and carried. In discussing 
the question President Kinsella said in 
part: 

"Delegate Leonard has stated that noth- 
ing would satisfy them but a revocation 
of our charter, and said if the chance were 
given them they would gobble us up in six 
months or a year. The American Federation 
of Labor gave them that chance and kept 
our charter for three years, but they did 
not gobble us up. In that time we ad- 
vanced our wages, shortened our hours and 
increased our numerical strength. In the 
Pittsburg convention of the A .F. of L. 
we were reinstated by an almost unanimous 
vote. Now they come to this Department 
and want you to revoke our charter. We 
are told by the Plumbers that the only way 
the Steam Fitter can get protection is by 
jolnins? the United Association. They tell 
us what we must do ; that we must amal- 
gamate or consolidate ; that we must live 
under a law we had no voice in making. 
Why do they not spend the money they 
are using to fight us in fighting the manu- 
facturers. The work they used to do has 
been taken away and put in the factories, 
and instead of taking six weeks to fit up 
a bathroom as they used to do the work is 
done now in two or three days. It is sent 
to the building and anybody can put it to- 
gether. That is where they ought to con- 



centrate their efforts and maintain their 
organization. If it were not for the fight 
they have been putting up on the Steam 
Fitters their trade would have been extinct 
long ago. 

••The organization I have ine honor to 
be president of is ready and willing to meet 
the Plumbers in a convention or anywhere 
else to decide where the Steam Fitters be- 
long, but we will not submit it to a refer- 
endum vote of the United Association as to 
what organization we belong to. We will 
submit it to the Steam Fiters of the United 
Association and the Steam Fitters of the In- 
ternational Association as to which or- 
ganization we belong to. We deny the 
right of another trade to come in and tell 
our trade what we shall do and how we 
shall do it. In the Denver Convention the 
Committee on Adjustment in its report pro- 
vided for a working agreement. In the 
decision of the Executive Council there is 
no word about that. It tells us, although 
not in so many words, that we must amal- 
gamate with the United Association. I 
want to tell this convention that just as 
soon as the international organizations come 
together in a working agreement just so 
soon will turmoil cease. We have had 
agreements between two locals in one city. 
When we could not agree on some little 
point it was left to arbitration or an 
umpire, and it was final and binding, but 
the Plumbers' organization has never lived 
up to an umpire's decision. ^ never met a 
committee of Plumbers in my life that had 
full power to act; they will not give it to 
them. I will meet the President of the 
Plumbers' organization tomorrow, next 
week or next month and draw up an 
agrpement that will be final and binding on 
the International Association. Can they 
do as much? I do not think so\ If he 
can, let us get together and draw up an 
agreement that will settle this matter." 

President Kinsella discussed the con- 
ditions of the organizations in various 
parts of the country, and of the dlMculties 
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that existed between them, and concluded 
by saying : "Refer this back to where it 
was at the close of the Denver convention 
and let the two committees come together 
and draw up an agreement. Compel them 
to do it as soon as possible. I guarantee 
that as soon as a working agreement is 
drawn up and signed this turmoil will be 
settled. I will go farther and say that in 
the future no Steam Fitter will be per- 
mitted to work on a job with a Plumber 



who does not belong to the United Asso- 
ciation, and vice versa." 

Delegate McKee received the unanimous 
consent of the convention to introduce a 
resolution in regard to the suflferers from 
a disaster at Key West, Florida. The reso- 
lution was referred to the Committee on 
Resolutions. 

At 3 :30 the rules were suspended and 
the convention adjourned, to reconvene at 
7 o'clock p. m. 



FIFTH DAY Friday Evening Session 



The convention was called to order at 7 
o'clock p. m., Friday, v^ctober 15th, Presi- 
dent Kirby in the chair. 

President Kibby — "The question under 
discussion at the time we adjourned was 
the report of the Committee on Report of 
the Executive Council in reference to the 
Phimbers and Steam Fitters." 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegates Leonard, Huddell, Garrett and 
Dufify. 

Delegate Duffy — "I desire to offer the 
following substitute for the report of the 
committee : 

" 'The Steam Fitters and Plumbers are 
herewith ordered to meet in conjunction 
with the Executive Council of this Depart- 
ment within sixty days from the date of the 
adjournment of this convention for the pur- 
pose of carrying out the provisions of the 
Denver decision in its entirety and entering 
into a working agreement whereby harmony 
may prevail between the organizations in- 
volved. Failing to come to an agreement 
the decision ' rendered by the Executive 
Council at Pittsburg, and which is now in 
operation and concurred in by the Commit- 
tee on Report of the Executive Council of 
this convention, shall stand and be recog- 
nized by the Department as the le^al, of- 
ficial agreement between the two organiza- 
tions and this Department.' " 

The substitute was seconded by Dele- 
gate Alcott. 

President Kirby stated that the report 
of the committee would be voted on first, 
and if it was defeated the substitute would 
be voted on. 

Delegate Leonard asked for a roll call on 
t^e question. The request was supported 
by one-fifth of the delegates, and Secre- 
tary Spencer proceeded with the roll call. 



BOLL CALL ON THE ADOPTION OF THE BEPORT 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON BEPOBT OF 
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

Ayes — Delegates Kennedy (A. J.), "Ryan, 
Young, Morrin, Macfarlane, Kirby ,Malloy, 
Goellnitz, Tveitmoe, Raven , Solomon, Comer- 
ford, Hannahan, Smith, McSorley, McKenny, 
O' Sullivan, Leslie, Hedrick, Coefield, .Leon- 
ard, Anderson, Spencer, bervaise, Leps — 25. 

^fll/s^Atkinson, Crampton, Duffy, Feather- 
ston, Henderson, Cosgrove, Decgon, Mc- 
Nulty, Feeny, Huddell, McKee, d'Alessandro, 
Etcheson, Price, Redding, Bobbs, Skemp, 
Swick, McGivern, Tripple, Donlin, Alcott, 
Rau, Garrett, Edeler — 25. 

President Kirby — "The cnair declares 
no ballot and we will proceed to call the 
roll again." 

Delegate Redding — "I rise to a point of 
order. If the motion is not carried it is 
lost." 

The point was declared well taken. 

A request for a roll call on the substi- 
tute offered by Delegate Duffy was sup- 
ported by one-fifth of the delegates present, 
and the Secretary proceeded with the roll 
call. 

ROLL CALL ON SUBSTITUTE FOR THE REPORT 

OF THE COMMITTEE ON REPORT OF 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

Ayes — Delegates Ryan, Young, Morrin, 
Atkinson, Crampton, Duffy, Peatherston, 
Macfarlane, Kirby, Henderson, Cosgrove, 
Deegon, Goellnitz, McNulty, Feeny, Comer- 
ford, Huddell, McKee, Hannahan, d'Ales- 
sandro, Smith, Etcheson, McSorley, Mc- 
Kenny, Price, O'Sullivan, Redding, Bobbs, 
Kennedy (J. F.), Bahlhorn, Leslie, Skemp, 
Swick, Hedrick, McGivern, Tripple, Donlin, 
Alcott, Rau, Garrett, Edler, Leps — 42. 
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Noes — Delegates Kennedy (A. J.), Malloy, 
Tveitmoe, Raven, Solomon, Coefield, Leon- 
ard, Anderson, Spencer, Gervias — 10. 

President Kibby — "The substitute is 
adopted." 

Delegate Coefield — "Will the decision 
of the Executive Council be in force for the 
sixty days prior to the time the organiza- 
tions meet in conference?" 

President Kirby stated L*.at the decision 
would be held in abeyance pending a meet- 
ing of the organizations. 

Vice President Ryan, for the Committee 
on Resolutions, reported as follows on the 
resolution introduced by unanimous consent 
at the afternoon session : 

Resolution No. 34 — By Delegate R. A. 
McKee, International Un,ion of Stationary 
Engineers. 

Wherhas, a terrible catastrophe has 
fallen upon the city of Key West, Florida, 
and the surrounding country, spreading 
death, devastation and ruin in its path, and 

Whereas, The people of Tampa, Florida, 
are in a public spirited manner doing every- 
thing in their power to humanely assist in 
relieving the suffering in Key, West, 

Whereas, We are In hearty sympathy 
with the citizens of Tampa in this work ; 
therefore, be It 

Jfesolved, That a committee of three be 
appointed to take up a collection for the 
sufferers above referred to, the proceeds of 
the collection to be turned ov»*r to the 
Board of Trade of the City of Tampa, as 
coming from the delegates to the convention, 
for proper distribution. 

The committee reported concurrence in 
the resolution, and recommended that it be 
adopted. 



The recommendation of the committee was 
adopted, and the President appointed to act 
as a committee as provided in the reso- 
lution. Delegates McKee, McNulty and 
d'Alessandro. 

Delegate Duffy — "I move that the elec- 
tion of oflacers be made a special order of 
business for 10 o'clock tomorrow morning. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate Malloy spoke in opposition to the 
motion. 

Delegate Huddell moved as an amendment 
that the election of oflScers be made a 
special order of business for 8 o'clock Satur- 
day evening. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Huddell spoke in support of the 
amendment. At the suggestion of President 
Kirby he added to the amendment, "in the 
event the convention had not finished its 
business by that time." 

On motion of Delegate Featherston the 
subject-matter before the convention was 
laid upon the table. 

The President stated that the hour had 
arrived at which the delegates were to at- 
tend the banquet, an invitation to which 
had been accepted at a previous session. 

Vice President Hedrick suggested that the 
convention might meet for an hour or two 
after the banquet. Delegate Huddell stated 
that the time could be better occupied by 
work in the committees. 

At 8 :30 o'clock the convention was ad- 
journed to reconvene at 9 o'clock a. m,. 
Sunday, October 16th. 
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SIXTH DAY— Saturday Morning Session 



The convention was called to order at 9 
o'clock a. m., Saturday, October 16th, Presi- 
dent Kirby in the chair. 

On roll call all delegates were noted 
present. 

Delegate Macfarlane announced that the 
work of the Committee on Report of the 
Executive Council had been completed. 

REPORT OP COMMITTEE ON LAW. 
Delegate McNulty, for the committee, re- 
ported as follows : 

Resolution No. 15 — By Walter V. Price. 
International Association of Marble Workers. 
Tampa, Fla., Oct. 12, 1909. 

Resolved, That the following be placed in 
the Constitution of this Department to be- 
come a law to govern Local Councils ; 

"That Local Unions of any National or 
International Association, affiliated with this 
Department, so situated that part of their 
jurisdiction lines extend into another city 
or state, where a Building Trades Council 
is or may be established, shall have the 
right to repressentation, and recognition, if 
they desire to be represented therein, either 
through their Local Union direct or through 
a district trade council or conference board. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be not concurred in. 

On motion the report of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 1 — By Delegates Prank 



Duflfy, D. P. Featherston, D. K. Deegon, W. 
B. Macfarlane, E. J. Henderson, J. T. Cos- 
grove, of the United Brotherhood of Carpen* 
ters and Joiners of America : 

Whebbas, Section 43 of the laws of the 
Building Trades Department specifies the 
officers of local councils and their daties 
with the exception of the duties of the 
Board of Trustees, therefore, be it 

Resolved, that the duties of the Board of 
Trustees be clearly specified in the laws of 
the Building Trades Department. 

Secretary McNulty — "Yonr committee 
recommends that this resolution be con- 
curred in and the following Section be added 
to our Constitution in its proper place and 
numbered accordingly : 

•'The trustees shall have supervision over 
all funds and property of the Local De- 
partment. They shall see to it that the 
Financial Officers are properly bonded, and 
that the funds of the Local Department 
are placed in such bank as is selected by 
the Local Department as its depository, and 
such funds cannot be withdrawn except 
throuffh checks reirularly drawn and signed 
by the proper Officers. They shall audit 
the books of the Officers at the end of each 
Fiscal Quarter and submit to the Local 
Department a statement of said audit with- 
in two weeks after the close of the Fiscal 
Quarter. The Local Department shall send 
a copy of such audits to the Secretary- 
Tre^urer. 



100 



KEPORT OF PROCEEDINGS. 



The recommendation of the committee was 
concured In. 

Resolution No. 2 — By Delegates Frank 
Duffy, D. P. Featherston, D. K. Deegon, W. 
B. Macfarlane, E. J. Henderson, J. T. Cos- 
grove, United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America: 

Whbbbas, at the formation of the Build- 
ing Trades Department of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor at the 27th Annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation of La- 
bor held in Norfolk, Virginia, in 1907, it 
was distinctly understood, and so recorded, 
that only building trades organizations 
affiliated with the American Federation of 
Labor would be entitled to membership in 
the Building Trades Department, and 

Whbbbas, local Building Trades Depart- 
ments, or Councils, have been formed con- 
trary to these instructions, in which Pavers 
and Rammers, Art Glass Workers, Brick- 
layers and Masons, Vat and Tank Builders 
and others have been admitted, thereby 
causing much dissatisfaction and discontent 
among the legitimate building trades affili- 
ated with the Building Trades Department 
of the American Federation of Labor, there- 
fore, be it 

Resolved, that only building trades or- 
ganizations affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor and in good standing 
with that body shall be eligible to member- 
ship in the Building Trades Department and 
its subordinate branches or councils. 
I 

Secretary McNulty — "The committee 
finds that the purposes of the resolution are 
fully covered in Section 1 of the Consti- 
tution, and recommends that it be referred 
to the Executive Council for enforcement." 

President Kirby — "What is your inter- 
pretation of Section 1?" 

Secretary McNdlty — "We believe it is 
the duty of the President to interpret the 
laws. We interpret it that only trades 
affiliated with the American Federation of 
Labor and the Building Trades Department 
should be eligible to admittance to a local 
department." 

Delegate Feeney — "At the Denver con- 
vention it was decided, and the proceedings 
will show it, that any local body that was 
not elisfible nationally, but whose jurisdic- 
tion did not conflict with a union that was 
eligible nationally In this Department, 
would be eligible in a local department. The 
President of the Department so interpreted 
the law in Philadelphia. Now If the in- 
terpretation placed on it by the Secretary 
of the committee is correct a number of 
local unions will be ordered out of the 
local departments." 

v/ce President Ryan, in discussing the 



report, said in part: "Tell the offlcera 
what to do with this situation. We hav« 
tolerated the affiliation of such bodies, \i\x\ 
there ought to be a time set when we wll-^ 
forbid the local departments admitting t^-* 
membership any craft that does not coi^c:^- 
form strictly to our law. This will n«:rr3^ 
get rid of the ones we have now. Ha ^ ^ 
the Department say in its laws just wh^^^ 
the officials shall do in a case of th^^^ 
kind." 

Delegate Solomon spoke in favor of allo ys *" 
ing local building trades councils to contini^w^ 
to admit local unions of trades not affiliate -^^ 
nationally with the Department. He spofc:^^ 
of the effect of adopting the report of th^^* 
committee would have on the organize^- ^ 
movement in New York.. He stated that orr=^ 
ganizations that were of material asslstanc- 
to the local councils should not be debarrecrrr 
from membership in them. 

Delegate Duppy — "When we organizec^ 
we made laws covering this point. Th^ 
committee thought that Section 1 covered 
the question in its entirety. Where we 
have local unions of carpenters that are 
not affiliated with the local councils the 
President or the Secretary says to us, 
'Compel your locals to come in.' We have 
been telling our locals that Section 35 must 
be obeyed. We have not been successful in 
all instances, but we hope by and by to 
be successful. Now you are putting the 
pressure on to compel Internationals that 
are affiliated with the Department to compel 
their locals to join the councils. What 
pressure have you got to put on the Brick- 
layer or any of the organizations that are 
not affiliated? There are a half dozen or 
more that can come into the local build- 
ing trades councils when they like, and 
when they have secured what they wanted 
— better conditions and better wages — they 
go out, and their international officers will 
not compel them to come back." 

Delegate Huddell discussed the question 
at length, speaking particularly of the con- 
ditions in Boston and the necessity of hav- 
ing some of the trades not affiliated with 
the Department nationally in the local 
council. In closing, Delegate Huddell said: 
"This is a serious question and it should 
be dealt with conservatively. While our 
purpose was to start out to have this De- 
partment composed of unions affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor, con- 
ditions that we did not foresee have arisen 
and now we have to make the best of the 
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s matter should be dealt with 
3 convention should deal with it 
mething to our officers. 
! you will find some way of 
his as far as the Bricklayer is 
There are no Bricklayers in 
!an Federation of Labor, but we 
nt to put these men out of our 
:il. I think it is an unwise policy 
shall not have the Bricklayer in 
ouncil because he is not affiliated 
and then not allow us to go 
anything to compel them to come 
Lily. We ought to take a de- 
a today, and if we cannot have 
locally let us say, 'Go out and 
le Bricklayers so we can control 
on locally.' Either allow them 
locally or set a time after which 
out and get Bricklayers into the 
•n. We need them." 
E Macfablane — "Thfe brother 
m tells us how essential it is to 
i trades not affiliated with the 
Federation of Labor in the local 
He speaks of how much good they 
m in Boston. My experience is 
are of no use in a majority of 
le success of the local councils 
success of this department. The 
will come into the local council 
ants something, and when he gets 
iters and other trades in a hole 
t and leaves us to fight the bat- 
in favor of the report of the 
which tells the Executive Council 
it the law as they see it. I hope 
will be adopted. The sooner we 
•om those non-affiliated trades the 
ill be for the Department." 
E Leps — "There seems to be a 
lis convention to make laws com- 
local councils to do certain things 
the wishes of the Department 
and to revoke charters on every 
r notice that nothing is said 
ring the charters of internationals 
iving their locals affiliated with 
ouncils. It seems the legislation 
principally to make local coun- 
ngs. but when it hits the other 
ig is said. In Philadelphia, New 
:on and other cities, there are 
: affiliated internationally with 
tment that it is necessary for 
lave affiliated locally and they 
illowed to do so. Brother DuflPy 
when they get conditions they 



leave the local councils. Our experience 
with them is that they stay in better than 
the locals of the legitimate unions." 

Delegate Feeny — "I would like to ask 
the committee if the section of the Con- 
stitution they quoted is interpreted to mean 
that if their report is carried out the 
locals now affiliated with the local councils, 
when they are not affiliated internationally, 
will have to be turned out?" 

Delegate Bahlhorn — "It is the purpose 
of the committee to instruct the Executive 
Council of the Department to enforce the 
law of the Department. We referred to 
the first section of the Constitution ; that 
covers the resolution. We insist that the 
law be enforced. That is the purpose of 
the committee." 

Delegate Feeny spoke in opposition to the 
report of the committee and discussed at 
some length the situation in Philadelphia 
for several years. In support of his po- 
sition he quoted the following portion of 
the proceedings of the Denver Convention 
of the Building Trades Department, and 
offered as a substitute that the action of 
the Denver Convention in connection with 
the subject-matter be reaffirmed : 

This is the recommendation of the com- 
mittee in the Denver Convention : 

"Third. The committee recommends that 
no local organization be allowed to affili- 
ate with a Local Department until their 
National organization becomes affiliated 
with this Department." 

In discussing the question, Delegate Duffy 
said : 

"I paid particular attention to the ques- 
tions asked in the Norfolk Convention by 
President Gompers and Treasurer Lennon 
when the report of the Committee on Build- 
ind Trades Departmmt was being consid- 
ered. I believe Delegate McNulty answered 
them. If I am not mistaken, President 
Gompers asked what organizations would 
be permitted in this Building Trades Depart- 
ment, and the clear-cut answer was given, 
•Only building trades affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor.' That is 
in the record. I suppose those were some 
of the questions turned over to us when 
we were instructed how this Department 
should be formed. If the Bricklayers and 
others do not care anything about us, we 
should not take them Into consideration. 
Let them stay out of our local councils 
until they see fit to come into the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor the same as we all 
came in." 

Delegate Feeny asked if the report of the 
committee is adopted does it mean that all 
the locals in the various councils that are 
there now, and are not eligible to this De- 
partment must get o\it^ 
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Vice President Hedrick, who was in the 
chair, said if the law was enforced they 
would. 

Then Delegate Duncan made the following 
statement : 

" 'Delegate Duncan — 'The committee of- 
fered an amendment to that part of the 
President's report. That amendment was 
lost, as was an amendment to the report 
of the committee. The subject-matter 
that they offered the amendment to is 
before the Convention for a vote. The 
previous question has been ordered, and 
tne regular procedure must be gone through 
with.' 

" 'The recommendation is contained in 
the following words : The Executive Coun- 
cil decided that where the claim of juris- 
diction of their work, etc., in no way con- 
flicted witl\ the locals of our affiliated In- 
ternationals they would be allowed to af- 
filiated Internationals they would be allowed 
to affiliate locally.' " 

That amendment offered by Delegate 
Duncan was carried by a vote of 25 to 18. 
Now this must be interpreted as it was in 
the Denver Convention, and I move as a 
substitute for the motion that we reaffirm 
the action of the Denver Convention in con- 
, nection with this whole subject-matter." 
( Seconded. ) 

President Kirby — "The substitute will be 
considered if the report of the committee is 
voted down." 

Vice President Ryan, in discussing the 
question, said : "Is it within the bounds 
of reason to expect this Department to 
spend money to support such organizations 
as you have mentioned? They do not pay 
one penny in support of this Department." 

Delegate Bahlhorn, in discussing the ques- 
tion, said : "I am surprised to see so 
many delegates on the floor of this conven- 
tion arguing in favor of the Bricklayers. 
Brother Huddell has some excuse for it as 
far. as Boston is concerned. I am some- 
what familiar with the situation in Wash- 
ington. I believe because we had the 
Bricklayer in line we were going to have a 
walk-away in Washington, but he was the 
flrst man to jump over the traces. I know 
of no city in the United States, except pos- 
sibly in Boston, where our friend, the Brick- 
laj-er, has staid in the field. Trades such 
as the Pavers, Rammers and Upholsterers 
are not building trades and have no right 
to dictate the policy of the Department. Now 
it develops that we are not running the 
Department, we who have built it up ; the 
men on the outside are running it, not the 
men who are paying to keep it up. I am 
groin ff to protest against that kind ot 



action. I am surprised to hear delegates 
championing the cause of organizations that 
have no business here. I agree with Brother 
Huddell that this Department ought to 
make a law to organize Bricklayers any- 
where and everywhere that will be willing 
to aiflliate with this institution. We ought 
to do that to prevent loss of time of the 
men who are in the department. That ap- 
plies to every other trade that does not 
honestly and conscientiously comply with its 
laws. The only way you can make these 
men become international trade unionists is 
to do the work we ought to do and organize 
the men who are willing to join. We should 
say to them, 'Be with us or get out and be 
against us, and we will know where you 
stand.' I want to stay in this institution. 
I believe it can be made a good institution; 
but if we vacillate and do not enforce dis- 
cipline we don't deserve any better fate 
than to go down. The building trades of 
the country are looking to us to do some- 
thing for them. We are in a position to do 
it if we will. I hope the recommendation 
of the committee will carry." 

Delegate Rau — "As I understand the Con- 
stitution it is very specific on the question 
of what organizations are eligible to mem- 
bership in this Department. I have heard 
a great deal about the organizations that 
are a benefit to the local Building Trades 
Departments. I want to say why some of 
those organizations are taken into the lo- 
cal departments — so they can be used to 
vote against the legitimate organizations 
that are in the local councils. That is 
what tears down your local councils. If 
you deviate from the straight line you 
started out to follow your organization 
will go down and out, and your councils 
will go down and out with it. The report 
of the committee should be adopted and a 
record made by this convention and every 
organization made to live up to it." 

Delegate McXulty — "This resolution 
came before the committee and we did not 
think we had power to change the law that 
already covered the resolution. Therefore 
we recommend'^d the matter to the Execu- 
tive Council. I am a firm believer in the 
law that exists in our present Constituion ; 
it has been there from the beginning, and 
as long as I am connected with it I will 
fight to have it maintained." 

Delegate Huddell — "If this report is 
adopted is it your interpretation that the 
acUon ot t\i^ "D^xiN^x Co\iM«vi\.\Qu stands?" 
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:gatb McNulty — "I have nothing to 
ti that The chairman has had that 
1 for a whole year. He must have 
eted it during that time. You can- 
singe an interpretation that has been 
t about by legislation." 
[I DENT KiRBY — "Delegate McNulty 
that the interpretation of the corn- 
was that the law already provided 
Qly organizations affiliated with the 
ment nationally could affiliate local- 

5GATB McNdltt — "That is entirely 

JQATB Solomon — "I do not favor dual, 
g or hostile organizations ; but I be- 
bat some of the gentlemen who drew 

Constitution when this Department 
rmed were narrow-minded. I believe 
)f them were afraid to allow other 
to affiliate for the simple reason that 
night get what belonged to them. 
s why I argued to allow some trades 
late locally that will be of vital as- 
e to us." 

gate Leslie discussed the question at 
ength, and said in part : "The Con- 
)n is silent as to what trades are 
J to the local councils. At the 
ion of this Department in Washington 
me question came up that is before 
7, whether or not the local councils 
retain the membership of such local 
as were not nationally affiliated with 
lerican Federation of Labor and this 
ment. At that time the Bricklayers 
iffiliated with the Washinsrton local 
, and a representative of that council 
ley would not affiliate with the De- 
nt if they could not retain the Brick- 

I have gone into a number of local 
s and they have all worked along 
lines. It has been countenanced by 
partment and by its general officers, 
an interpretation of this law has 
sked for it has been given in connec- 
ith the decision rendered by the Den- 
mvention. Those unions have been 
sd to the local councils, and I am 
ed that they have been of great 

to the councils. If the report of 
namittee is adopted and the interpre- 
carried out it will mean immediate 
Ltion of all local building trade coun- 
lat they must unseat those unions, 
been said the Denver decision will be 
in conjunction with the report, or 
to that effect. In that case those 



unions will retain their seats. I believe 
when we vote on this we should be clear 
as to its meaning." 

President Kirby asked Delegate McNulty, 
Secretary of the committee, whAt interpre- 
tation the committee placed on the section. 

Delegate McNulty — "The law said the 
saiiie in Denver and the Denver Convention 
interpreted it. I have no power to interpret 
the law when this body in fconventloiji has 
already Interpreted It." 

Pbbsident Kirby — "Then I cannot under- 
stand all this discussion. We want to find 
out what the intention of the committee 
is." 

Delegate Comerpobd — "As a member of 
the committee I want to say there is a 
great deal of misunderstanding among the 
delegates as to what the committee in- 
tended. When this resolution was submit- 
ted to the committee it was intended to 
change the law. The committee understood 
it so and examined the constitution. It 
seemed to us that Section 1 should stand 
just as it is, and our recommendation means 
just that. If the delegates want the sec- 
tion changed they should bring in an 
amendment. If you want it changed to ad- 
mit some not now eligible why not send 
the committee back and have them bring 
in an amendment covering it? As a mem- 
ber of the committee I believe that section 
should remain just as it is. Our recom- 
mendation flieans nothing more nor less 
than that the Executive Council enforce 
this section of the Constitution. I hold that 
the Bricklayers, for instance, have no risrht 
to affiliate with the local departments under 
that section of the Constitution, and I 
hold with the follows who say if they do 
not want to affiliate this Department should 
go out and organize Bricklayers who will. 
At the same time we must not forget that 
in the large cities there are local unions 
chartered by the American Federation of 
Labor that are affiliated with some of our 
local councils, bodies that do not in any 
manner conflict with any international body 
here, that I believe have a right to affiliate 
under this section. Always, of course, pro- 
vided they are chartered by the American 
Federation of Labor. There is nothing in 
hero to prevent organizations of that kind 
affiliating. It is quite a diflPerent matter 
with the Bricklayers coming Into the local 
councils of the Department, for they re- 
fuse to affiliate with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor.** 
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The question was further discussed by 
Delegates Feeny, Leslie and Macfarlane. 

Secretary Spencer — "I do not desire to 
enter into the merits of the case, but to 
make an explanation. At the first meeting 
of the Executive Council after the formation 
of the Department, Section 1 of the Con- 
stitution was called into question. In order 
to aid the Executive Council to determine 
the matter President Gompers was called in, 
and he urged that the law be so stretched 
that the local councils could admit Brick- 
layers and Plasterers. That was concurred 
in by the Executive Council and therefore 
locals of the Bricklayers and Plasterers 
were admitted. Since that time the Plas- 
terers have become affiliated with the De- 
partment. At Denver President Kirby urged 
that only local unions of affiliated inter- 
nationals be admitted. After a long dis- 
cussion the Denver Convention endorsed the 
position originally taken by the Executive 
Council, as against the recommendation of 
President Kirby. The resolution offered by 
the Carpenters' delegates prohibits the ad- 
mission of ineligible trades, trades that are 
not affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor." 

Delegate Bahlhorn — "The Constitution 
I have in my hand was made in the Den- 
ver Convention. Did the Denver Conven- 
tion make laws that are perpetual? Does 
the Interpretation of the law made by a 
man not an officer of this Department have 
to be taken as the only one and the correct 
one? The law is plain and I as a member 
of the committee understood it, and I un- 
derstand it now. Our recommendation has 
for its purpose that our officers enforce this 
Constitution, nothing more, nothing less." 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegates Feeny, Macfarlane and Bahl- 
horn. 

Vice President Ryan — "In view of the 
many interpretations by the committee of 
their own report, I move to refer the re- 
port back to the committee so they can 
bring in a definite recommendation." 
(Seconded and carried.) 

Secretary McNulty — "The following por- 
tion of the report of the Committee on 
Report of the Executive Council was re- 
ferred to the Law Committee : 

"Section 3. On that portion of the re- 
port of the Executive Council under the cap- 
tion Protest of the International Granite 
Cutters* Association against the one cent 
Assessment levied by the Denver Convention, 



the committee reported as follows : 

"Your committee concurs in the action of 
the Executive Council, and recommends that 
the law be made specific." 

"Your Committee on Law concurs in the 
action of the Executive Council and recom- 
mends that the law be made specific and 
that the following section be adopted and 
inserted in our Constitution in its proper 
place and numbered accordingly : 

"Between Conventions, the Executive 
Council shall have authority to levy an 
assessment of not more than one cent per 
member on the entire membership when the 
funds on hand are inadequate to meet the 
running expenses of the Department.* " 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be concurred in. 

Delegate Huddell — "Does that also pro- 
vide that the Conventions can levy assess- 
ments? I believe that was the point raised." 

Secretary McNulty — "This merely em- 
powers the Executive Council of the De- 
partment to levy an assessment of not more 
than one cent between conventions. We 
believe the Convention has a right to do 
any act it sees fit in the way of levying 
assessments while in session. This pro- 
vides for action between conventions." 

Vice President Ryan — 'TThe Granite Cut- 
ters raised, the question of the legality of 
the assessment levied in the Denver Con- 
vention of this Department. I think it 
ought to be stated that the assessments 
levied by the Conventions shall be legal 
and binding on the organizations afilliated 
with this Department. Then there can 
be no question as to their legality. This 
question did come up In the last year." 

Vice President O'Sullivan in the chair. 

Delegate McKee — "I am not quite clear 
what the report of the committee means. 
Does it mean that one assessment of one 
cent per member shall be levied between 
conventions if it is found necessary, or 
that a number of assessments amounting 
in all to one cent per member can be levied 
in one year?" 

Delegate Duffy, Chairman of Law Com- 
mittee — "It means that one cent per mem- 
ber on all members of affiliated organiza- 
tions can be levied by the Executive Coun- 
cil. I do not think it wise to leave it to 
the Convention, but should the funds of 
the Department become short between con- 
ventions there is at present no provisions 
for raising money. The committee thought 
it wise to leave it in the hands of the Ex- 
ecutive Council." 
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OKiiEGATE TvEiTMOE — "If there is noth- 
ing in the Constitution empowering the 
Convention to levy an assessment it does 
not go far enough. The Department has 
only the power set forth in its constitution, 
and I am afraid the question r&Ised by the 
Oranite Cutters has been raised on Con- 
stitutional grounds. Give the Convention 
power to levy assessments as well as the 
Executive Council." 

Secretary McNulty — "We considered 
that point. Suppose the Convention in its 
"Wisdom decided to levy an assessment of 
one cent per member, and then we em- 
power the Executive Council to levy an 
assessment of one cent, that would mean 
two cents in a year. It does not look 
much on the face of it, but when you have 
legislation that will allow it you can rest 
assured that two cents will be levied, be- 
cause organizations would bring up ques- 
tions to our Executive Council that would 
force them to levy a second assessment in 
order to enable them to transact business 
properly. We maintain that a convention 
has a right to legislate in that way if it 
sees fit. The American Federation of La- 
bor does not think anything of levying 
an assessment of one cent in the conven- 
tion." 

Vice President Ryan — "It ought to be 
in the power of the convention to consider 
the needs of the Department when the ac- 
counts are brought before it, and to levy 
an assessment without any quibbling if 
they find it necessary." 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was carried. 

Resolution No. 22 — By Thomas Atkinson 
and Herbert Crampton, Amalgamated So- 
ciety of Carpenters. 

Tampa, Fla., Oct. 12, 1909. 

Add section to Constitution of this De- 
partment after Section 34 on page 9, to be 
known as Section 35. 

"The Executive Council of this Depart- 
ment shall not have authority to expel any 
National or International organization 
affiliated herewith, except bv order of a 
two-thirds majority, roll call vote of a 
regular convention." 

The Committee on Law recommended that 
the resolution be not concurred in. 

A motion was made and seconded that the 
recommendation of the committee be con- 
curred in. 

Delegate Crampton — "Why should not 
this be adopted if we profess to be in ac- 
cord with the American Federation of La- 



bor? It is, as near as it can be made to 
apply to this Department, in accordance 
with a similar section in the Constitution 
of the A. F. of L. It is well at this time 
that we should know that by amendment to 
our Constitution we can determine as we 
go along in this Department our exact re- 
lation to the American Federation of Labor. 
I stated to the committee that this was 
purposely arranged to ascertain whether or 
not the Gompers-McNulty colloquy in the 
Norfolk convention of tne American Federa- 
tion of Labor had anything in it that would 
be continuous in the life of this Depart- 
ment. We have learned here that there is 
to be no continuity of the idea there ex- 
pressed. If the convention intends to 
abandon the original idea, I am satisfied." 
The motion to concur in the report of 
the committee was carried. 

Resolution No. 21 — By Delegate H. 
Crampton, Amalgamated Society of Car- 
penters. 

Whereas, The Constitution of this Build- 
ing Trades Department has never been sub- 
mitted to tiie American Federation of La- 
bor, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Constitution of this 
Department as amended shall be laid before 
the Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor in Toronto, Canada, November, 
1909 for approval. 

(Referred by Committee on Resolutions to 
Committee on Law.) 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be not concurred In, but that the 
laws of the Department be submitted to the 
Executive Council of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor for approval. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Crampton — "It was the inten- 
tion of the mover of this motion that this 
should go before the American Federation 
of Labor, that the delegates constituting 
that convention may learn for themselves 
whether or not since the foundation of this 
Department we have amended our Constitu- 
tion in accordance with the before-men- 
tioned, now famous Gompers-McNulty col- 
loquy,. In the Norfolk convention of the 
American Federation of Labor President 
Gompers and Brother McNulty entered into 
a colloquy, the one as President of the 
American Federation of Labor, and the 
other presumably representing the build- 
ing trades In their ettQtta l"Ci \st\!M^ ^i&^xii^ 
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the formation of this Department. We be- 
lieve the discussion held upon the floor of 
the convention at Norfolk was of as 
equally binding effect upon the American 
Federation of Labor and the Building 
Traijes Department as was the constitution 
adopted in Washington later. If the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the A. F. of L. adopts 
our Constitution we know very well the 
full wording of it may not go before the 
convention. Some of us know well enough 
what we were doing when we were launch- 
ing this Department, and we do not want 
to stand for any slight errors made by our 
colleagues since that time." 

Delegate Duffy — "Anyone can examine 
our laws. We want to go before the 
American Federation of Labor in the right 
manner. The committee believes that those 
laws should go to the Executive Council ; 
if there is anything wrong they will say 
so in their report to the Convention at 
Toronto. Let this go through the right 
channels." 

Secretary McNulty — "The Council will 
be bound to act on it and bound to report 
to the convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor whether or not our laws con- 
flict with the principles of the A. F. of 
L., and if they do, you can rest assured 
it will be reported to the convention at 
Toronto." 

Delegate McSorley — "The procedure of 
the committee is the one requested by the 
Executive Council of the A. F. of L. 

The motion to concur in the report of 
the committee was carried. 

Resolution No. 16 — By Delegates Frank 
Duffy, D. F. Featherston, D. K. Deegon, W. 
B. Macfarlane, E. J. Henderson, J. T. Cos- 
grove, United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners of America. 

Whereas, When the Building Trades 
Department was formed at the Twenty- 
Seventh Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor no persons were 
made responsible for the representation of 
the Department to the A. F. of L. Conven- 
tions, and 

Whereas, at the present time no repre- 
sentation is provided for ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the President of the 
Building Trades Department be authorized 
to attend the conventions of the American 
Federation of Labor as the official represen- 
tative of the Department. 

(Referred to Law Committee from Com- 
mittee on Resolutions.) 
The Committee on Law recommended thkt 
tlie resolution be concurred In, and that 



Section 16 of the Constitution be axnended 
by inserting after the words "Secretiry- 
Treasurer" in line 2, page 6, the following: 
"Attend the regular convention of the 
American Federation of Labor as the of- 
flcial representative of this Department." 

The recommendation of the committee was 
concurred in. 

The Committee on Law recommended that 
Section 2 of the Constitution of the De- 
partment be amended by inserting after the 
word "to" in line 10, the words "National 
and International Unions." 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Leps — "What is the idea of 
recommending the issuing of charters to 
National and International unions?" 

Secretary McNdlty — "Every Interna- 
tional union affiliated is issued a charter 
by this Department. We want the law to 
include that provision. The law has here- 
tofore not stated that they shall be is- 
sued." 

Delegate Crampton — "With one excep- 
tion all the national and international or- 
ganizations of building trades in the United 
States and Canada are now represented in 
the Department. In case the charter of one 
of them should be revoked would it be pos- 
sible to form under this another organiza- 
tion without reference to the A. P. of L?" 

Secretary Spencer — "There is one or- 
ganization not identified with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor that may some 
time become identified with it ; and there 
is in the American Federation of Labor 
an organization not represented here al- 
though representatives of that organization 
participated in the formation of this De- 
partment." 

Delegate McKee — "Is there anything in 
it that would permit this Department issu- 
ing a charter to an International organiza- 
tion not already affiliated with the A. F. 
of L?" 

Secretary McNulty — "A charter could 
not be granted to any National or Inter- 
national orgranization not affiliated with 
the A. F. of L." 

Secretary Spencer — "The creative law 
of the American Federation of Labor guar- 
antees that." 

The motion to adopt the recommendation 
of the committee was concurred In. 

Secretary McNulty — "The Law Com- 
mittee xecommeTi^^ l\va.l tlaa following law 
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be adopted and placed in the Constitution 
in the proper place and numbered accord- 
ingly : 

" 'The Executive Council shall have 
power to suspend any organization char- 
tered by this Department for violation of 
the law thereof.' " 

A motion was made and seconded that the 
recommendation of the committee be con- 
curred in. 

Delegate Crampton — "Does that imply 
that the Executive Council can suspend or- 
ganizations between conventions? Do I 
understand it to mean that?" 

Delegate McNdlty — "Yes, you under- 
stand it correctly." 

Delegate Crampton spoke at length in 
opposition to the recommendation, and said 
in part : "If a body democratically or- 
ganized, as this body is, delegates for 
twelve months the power to its Executive 
Council to disintegrate the body without 
consideration on the part of the Depart- 
ment itself, you are certainly dangling in 
a very dangerous atmosphere. There is 
danger of disintegration in constantly ex- 
tending to your .executive body the func- 
tions that belong to this body Itself." 

Secbetart McNultt — "If we are to have 
a Building Trades Department that amounts 
to anything we must have laws that can 
be enforced, and we must be able to punish 
organizations that violate those laws. The 
time has come when this Department must 
let the aflSliated organizations know there 
is something behind it. We have been 
rendering decisions at every convention, and 
when we come to the next convention we 
find they have been violated, either by the 
parties affected or by the oflBcers who do 
not want to be too drastic in Inflicting 
punishment. This is for the purpose of 
letting the ofllcers know that the Depart- 
ment will stand behind them when they do 
their duty in suspending unions that refuse 
to obey the mandates of the Department." 

Delegate Macfarlane, in discussing the 
question, said in part : "I do not question 
the wisdom or the judgment of the Execu- 
tive Council to cope with this question any 
time it may be presented to them, but I 
do not think that is the safest law you can 
enact. This convention is the highest au- 
thority of the Department, and we should 
not give the power and authority to the 
Executive Council to expel or suspend an 
organization. That would be a violation 
of the laws of the A. F. of L." 



Delegate McKee, in discussing the ques- 
tion, said in part : "I hold that is a dan- 
gerous piece of legislation. I hold that 
the local Building Trades Departments are 
under the direct supervision of the Execu- 
tive Council of this body, and you have a 
means at hand to enforce discipline ; you 
have applied this power in the past year 
and the Convention has sustained you. On 
the other hand, if you revoke a charter of 
an international you stop its functions in 
all localities, even where it does not in- 
terfere with the matter for which you have 
disciplined its locals." 

Delegate Crampton — "Are we in any 
way subordinate to the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, or are we co-equal with it? 
There are twice as many men on the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the A .F. of L. as on 
the Executive Council of this Department, 
but so far as numerical strength is con- 
cerned doubtless the representation is 
equitable and about the same. Shall we 
assert that we can give greater power to 
our Executive Council than is given by 
the A. F. of L. to its ExecutiVe Council? 
We are either autonomists or we are in- 
dustrialists ; either we are in line with 
the American Federation of Labor or we 
are not, and as self-respecting men we 
should know where we stand in this par- 
ticular." 

Secretary Spencer — 'Do you not know 
that the Executive council of the American 
Federation of Labor has power to suspend 
under certain conditions?" 

Delegate Crampton — "State and local 
bodies alone." 

Delegate Huddell spoke in favor of the 
report of the committee and stated that 
he hoped it would become a law of the De- 
partment. He urged that it be adopted so 
that strict discipline could be maintained 
in the Department. 

Delegate Skemp, in discussing the ques- 
tion, said : "I approve of the recommen- 
dation of the committee with one slight 
modification. In order to establish and 
maintain the eflSciency of the Department 
it is absolutely necessary that it have dis- 
ciplinary power over the organizations af- 
filiated with it. However, I think we 
should throw proper safeguards around the 
exercise of that power. I therefore move 
that the recommendation of the committee 
be amended to provide that it will require 
the favorable vote of two-thirds of the Ex- 
ecutive Council In order to revoke the char- 
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ter of an affiliated national or international 
organization." (Seconded.) 

President Kirbt — "As that is an ad- 
dition to the report rather than an amend- 
ment I will permit it under the circum- 
stances." 

Delegate Skemp spoke further in support 
of the addition to the report Delegate 
Crampton opposed both the report and the 
amendment. Delegate Macfarlane also op- 
posed the amendment and the report. 

Vice President Ryan spoke in favor of 
the report of the committee, and said in 
part : "If an organization is suspended it 
will have a right to appeal to the con- 
vention. We must have discipline and we 
must make a start somewhere. Let us make 
this experiment. I am willing to throw 
in my lot with the others and place the 
destiny of my organization in the hands of 
the Department to that extent. I hope the 
plan will be a success." 

Delegate Bahlhorn spoke in support of 
the report of the committee, and said in 
part : "What other form of discipline have 
we in our organization than the sus- 
pension of a charter? What will it mean 
if we suspend a charter? Nothing more 
nor less than preventing them for the time 
being from having a voice in the manage- 
ment of the Department. If we make a 
law without a penalty it is useless. Pro- 
vide for a penalty and provide that some- 
body shall have the power to inflict it. We 
were given the right to grant charters ; 
we were given complete autonomy over the 
building trades, and we are trying to adopt 
this so we will have discipline in our 
ranks. I hope the recommendation of the 
committee will be concurred in." 

The addition to the report moved by 
Delegate Skemp, that a vote of two-thirds 
of the members of the Executive Council 
would be necessary to suspend a charter, 
was carried. 

The recommendation of the committee as 
amended was adopted. 

At the usual hour for adjournment Presi- 
dent Kirby stated that under the rules the 
convention would be adjourned to 9 a. 
m. Monday. 

Delegate McKee moved what a recess . be 
taken to 3 o'clock. (Seconded but not car- 
ried.) 

Delegate Skemp stated that the amount 
of work In the hands of the Adjustment 
Committee was very large, and asked that 



a sub-committee be appointed to handle 
part of it. 

A motion was made and carried that the 
report of Delegate Skemp be complied with. 

Delegate Anderson stated that he was 
obliged to leave the convention, and asked 
that T. B. Clark, of the United Association 
of Plumbers, be seated as a delegate in his 
place. The request of Delegate Anderson 
was complied with and Delegate Clark was 
seated in his place. 

The question of holding another session 
before Monday was discussed by Delegates 
McKee, Rau, Huddell, Skemp, Bedding, 
Bahlhorn and Vice President Ryan. 

Secretary Spencer requested unanimous 
consent to the introduction of a resolution 
signed by Delegate Anderson. The request 
was complied with and the resolution re- 
ferred to the Committee on Resolutions. 

The Committee on Resolutions recelv^ed 
the resolution, acted upon it at once, and 
reported as follows : 

Resolution No. 35 — By Delegate Charles 
Anderson, United Association of Plumbers, 
Gas Fitters, Steam Fitters and Steam Fit- 
ters' Helpers : 

Contingent with the return of President 
Gompers from abroad, without doubt the 
attacks of the past upon him as well as 
his colleagues will be invoked anew, with 
all the invective that has previously marked 
former utterances ; and in view of the fact 
that hostile Interests and associations of 
employers intent on thwarting the lofty, 
unselfish purposes of organized labor will 
renew their efforts to involve the American 
Federation of Labor and its affiliated in- 
terests in long and costly litigation for the 
double purpose of dissipating the funds of 
Labor Unions that they may become im- 
poverished and unable to perform their law- 
ful functions, and to incarcerate the active 
and foremost leaders, that the movement 
may be coerced into submission by the en- 
forced confinement of Messrs. Gompers, 
Mitchell and Morrison, to be later followed 
by attacks on general and local officers of 
affiliated unions : therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Building Trades De- 
partment in Convention assembled do here- 
by pledire its sympathy and support to our 
fellow workers whose cases are now before 
the Court of Appeals of the District of Co- 
lumbia, and, be It further 

Resolved, That we view any interpreta- 
tion of existing law denying the right of 
organized labor to give public expression in 
its fullest sense as a deliberate and un- 
called for attempt to abridsre our pre- 
rojratlves as citizens and an aim to curtail 
our advisory risrhts, subversive of the free- 
dom of press and speech, and, be it further 

Resolved, That we call upon our mem- 
bers throughout the country and their 
friends to do all within their power to ren- 
der necessary and prompt assistance, moral- 
ly and financially, if needed, to defend our 
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movement against the vicious and un- 
scrupulous attacks of the past. 

The committee recommended the adoption 
of the resolution. 

P. M. RYAN, Chairman, 
JO EVANS, 
CHAS. N. RAU, 
P. H. MALLOY, 
JOHN P. KENNEDY. 

The recommendation of the committee was 
concurred in by unanimous vote of the 
convention. 

Delegate Gabrett — "I move you that it 
Is the sense of this Convention that the 
prospectus of the Union Insurance Protec- 
tion Association be recommended to the 
various affiliated organizations of this De- 
partment, and that they be requested to 
publish it in its entirety in their journals, 
for the enlightenment of the Building 
Trades workers." (Seconded.) 

Delegate Skemp — "I object to the mo- 
tion. I was working on a committee when 
this matter was up. I approve the idea, 
but I consider the details of the prospectus 
are unsound and impracticable. I decline 



as the editor of the official journal of our 
organization to publish that pamphlet. If 
I had had an opportunity to debate the 
matter on the floor I should have taken ad- 
vantage of it. I object to the statement ap- 
pearing in the proceedings that it was 
adopted by unanimous vote of the Con- 
vention. There was only a small percentage 
of the delegates in the hall at the time." 

President Kirbt — "There has always 
been a quorum present when business was 
transacted." 

Delegate Rau — "This is only a request" 

Delegate Goellnitz — "I hope the re- 
quest will be carried out, and I hope Brother 
Skemp will publish it and comment upon it 
We want to know about this matter, and 
if there are faults to be found with it, pub- 
lish them in the journals." 

The motion offered by Delegate Garrett 
was carried. 

On motion of Delegate Duffy the rules 
were suspended and the convention ad- 
journed to 7 o'clock p. m. 



SIXTH DAY— Saturday Evening Session 



The convention was called to order at 7 
o'clock p. m., Saturday, October 16th, 
President Kirby in the chair. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ADJUST- 
MENT. 

Delegate Peatherstone, Secretary of the 
committee, reported as follows : 

Following is the section of the report of 
the committee on President's Report re- 
ferred to Committee on Adjustment : 

"Ninth. Chicago. With the exception of 
the criticism passed on the Elevator Con- 
structors for not endeavoring to help them- 
selves and application of the term "strike- 
breakers" to members of a sister organiza- 
tion, your committee concurs in the opinion 
of the President and we recommend that 
the entire subject-matter treated in this 
paragraph of the President's report be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Adjustment." 

On the matter referred to the committee 
reported as follows : 

We, your committee, sustains the action 
of President Kirby in organizing a Central 
Body in the City of Chicago, and believe 
that Brother Kirby made a plain and true 
statement of the conditions in Chicago as 
he saw them. However, the information re- 
ceived by your committee does not warrant 
those trades being labeled "strike-breakers," 
but we do condemn their actions in taking 
the places of TTnion men, even though they 
claim jurisdiction over said work, and we 
further recommend that the President of 



this body, with the General Officers of all 
International bodies whose locals are not 
affiliated with the Central Bodies in Chi- 
cago meet in Chicago within thirty days 
to insist on their locals becoming affiliated 
with the Building Trades Council in Chi- 
cago and try to bring about harmony in the 
building trades in that city. 

On motion the report of the committee 
was concurred in. 

"Report of the Adjustment Committee on 
appeals of the Carpenters' District Council 
of Denver and Vicinity, against the de- 
cision of President Kirby, in ordering them 
to re-affiliate with the local Building Trades 
Council of that city. 

"Committee finds that President Kirby 
exceeded his authority in notifying the Car- 
penters to re-affiliate with the Denver Build- 
ing Trades Council as the Constitution of 
the Department provides that such notifi- 
cation shall come through the officers of 
the National organization involved. 

"We therefore sustain the appeal of the 
Denver D. C. of Carpenters as regards the 
regularity of the proceedings." 

President Kirby — "I desire to say that I 
notified the General Office of the Brother- 
hood of Carpenters when the decision was 
rendered." 

Delegate Hally — "Is that the only re- 
port of the committee?" 

Secretary B'eatherston — "There are 
three other sections." 
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On motion the report of the committee 
was concurred In. 

Secretauy Featherston — "The committee 
has a further recommendation, as follows : 

'•Your committee recommends that the 
Convention severely censure the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of 
America, of Denver, Colorado, for withdraw- 
ing from the Building Trades Council in 
violation of the laws of the Department, 
thus bringing about a complete demoraliza- 
tion of conditions in one of the best or- 
ganized cities of the United States, and 
instructs the General Officers of the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners to 
require its Denver Unions to immediately 
re-affiliate with the Building Trades Coun- 
cil through a joint District Council In which 
the U. B. of C. & J. and the Amalgamated 
Carpenters and Joiners shall both be repre- 
sented. The representatives of the Amal- 
gamated Carpenters now seated in the 
Building Trades Council to be unseated on 
presentation of credentials bv the delegates 
elected by the District Council." 

A motion was made and seconded that the 
report of the committee be concurred, in. 

Dei-egatb Crampton — "Does that insure 
riepresentation to the Amalgamated Society 
in Denver?" 

Sbcretart Feathetston — "The sentiment 
of the committee is that both organizations 
go into the Joint Council of Carpenters, 
and whatever delegates are sent there will 
be sent irrespective of what organizations 
they belong to. To be candid, if the Coun- 
cil decides to send five delegates and they 
are all Brotherhood men they will be ac- 
cepted by the Building Trades Council. If 
they want to send one, two or three Amal- 
gamated men out of the five, they will be 
accepted by the Council." 

Delegate Crampton — "Does that mean 
that the Amalgamated Society will be de^ 
prived of its representation in Denver, a 
right that is guaranteed us?" 

Secrctary Featherston — "We were in- 
formed that in the Council when it met 
one of the Amalgamated men came within 
one vote of being elected a delegate to the 
Building Trades Council. I believe there 
was only one Amalgamated man in the 
room. It seems from that statement there 
must be some feeling toward allowing the 
Amalgamated men a delegation on the 
Council." 

Delegate Crampton — "That deals with 
the past ; this Convention has to do with 
the immediate future. I am opposed to the 
interpretation of the Constitution indirectly 
arrived at by the Adjustment Committee. 
I rather favored the attitude of the Ex- 
ecutive Council, which left that particular 
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clause open for settlement In this Conven- 
tion. However, owing to the delay in get- 
ting the report of the Executive Council be- 
fore the Convention and in print we did not. 
discover what the question was in tlna^ 
to introduce a resolution. Later we find tb.^ 
introduction of a recommendation whlc^"^'^ 
virtually destroys a portion of the law. W^^^ 
will bow to the wishes of this Conventlo^^^ 
with good grace, but you will be doing a^^^ 
injustice to an organization now existin^^^ 
in Denver, and which will continue to exist^^^ 
should there be no stipulation on the parU^ ^ 
of this Convention as to whether or not the^^ 
Amalgamated men shall sit In the Denver""^^ 
Building Trades Council." 

Delegate Crampton discussed the ques- — 
tion at length, going Into the details of the ^ 
trouble In Denver, and reviewing the action ^ 
of the Denver Convention of the Depart- - 
ment. He concluded by saying : "We ask - 
you at this time to provide for one delegate - 
certainly. That would deprive us of our 
representation to some extent. We are not 
begging for anything, but If there Is not 
one man there to voice the sentiments of 
the organization the disintegration of the 
Building Trades Council of the City of Den- 
ver will be brought al^out. If the voice of 
the Amalgamated Society can be stilled 
locally, can be destroyed locally, there will 
be no buffer between the power of the 
other organization and the weaker or- 
ganizations." 

Delegate Hally spoke at great length in 
regard to the situation In Denver, and said 
In part : "I have no Interest except to 
secure peace. Had the Brotherhood District 
Council elected one Amalgamated man from 
their Council, as they promised to do, 
there would be no trouble there. There are 
something over thirty delegates In the 
Carpenters' District Council. The Amalga^ 
mated Society sent two delegates to the 
Council, and there would be no possibility 
of their being elected to the Building Trades 
Council. It was the distinct understanding 
that they would elect one Amalgamated 
man. The Amalgamated Society not being 
represented they came to the Building 
Trades Council with credentials. Under 
the orders of the Denver Convention of 
this Department there was nothing to do 
but to seat them. It will not injure the 
Carpenters' District Council to say that they 
must elect at least one Amalgamated man 
as a delegate to the Building Trades Coun- 
cil. It will give us peace, and If it is 
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not provided for the same trouble will 
occur again. We want peace ; we don't 
want all the other organizations in the 
Council to suffer as a result of the differ- 
ences In the two carpenters' organizations." 

Delegate Atkinson, in discussing tne ques- 
'tlon, said in part : "The Amalgamated Sor 
oiety of Carpenters will not be satisfied and 
'Will certainly vote against this unless we 
liave at least one delegate in the Denver 
Building Trades Council. Surely this De- 
partment does not intend to deprive us of 
our recognition now. When the last con- 
vention decided that we were entitled to 
three delegates, and later the Executive 
Council decided that we were entitled to 
one delegate, I think the least this Conven- 
tion can do to show fairness would be to 
bring in a recommendation that we are en- 
titled to at least aae delegate. It is far- 
cical to say that the Brotherhood with all 
their thirty odd delegates will elect a 
member of the Amalgamated Society." 

Delegate Duffy, in discussing the ques- 
tion, said in part : "After the last con- 
vention of this Department, held in Denver, 
where action v.-as taken telling the Amal- 
gamated Society to send delegates in there, 
the two organizations got together and de- 
cided to jointly elect delegates to the Den- 
ver Building Trades Council. As it hap- 
pened all Brotherhood men were elected. 
There was one Amalgamated Society man 
they wanted to send, but he did not attend 
the meeting. The second Amalgamated man 
was only short one vote of being elected. 
That does not show that the Brotherhood 
of Carpenters wanted to vote the Amalga- 
mated men down and out. The delegates 
that were elected went to the Building 
Trades Council and were seated. In a few 
weeks came the delegates from the Amal- 
gamated Society with credentials and the 
row started. The United Brotherhood rep- 
resentatives said they were elected to rep- 
resent the trade and if they were not the 
rigixt ones they would go out, and they 
did, and they have stayed out ever since. 
When a committee consisting of President 
Kirby and Vice x residents Hedrick and 
Ryan met at our general office in July in 
regard to this matter President Huber and 
myself said to them, 'Go back to Denver, 
get all the carpenters together in a hall 
by themselves, and let it be understood by 
the United Brotherhood carpenters, the 
Amalgamated Society carpenters and the 
Building Trades Council that whoever is 



elected must satisfy everybody. If Amal- 
gamated men are elected the Brotherhood 
men must not kick, and if the Brotherhood 
elects men we see no reason why the Coun- 
cil should kick.' The committee wanted us 
to guarantee at least one Amalgamated rep- 
resentative, but we said our International 
officers could not tell the members in the 
District Council how they shall vote. 
President Huber said he would use his 
. influence in that direction, but he could 
not tell any of our men how they must 
cast their votes. From that time on the 
situation remained about the same." 

Delegate Clark — "It seems to me it 
would be a wise policy to amend the report 
giving one member of the Amalgamated So- 
ciety a seat. Is it not possible to do this? 
We very well know the acriminous feeling 
that exists in Denver between the Amalga- 
mated and the U. B., and we know if the 
District Council is dominated by Brother- 
hood men they will not nominate or elect 
a member of the Amalgamated Society. I 
think under the circumstances the U. B. 
would be perfectly justified In giving the 
Amalgamated Society some consideration, 
and thus help to destroy the open shop con- 
clition that exists in Denver." 

Delegate Skemp, in discussing the ques- 
tion, said in part : "The committee did not 
wish to discriminate against the Amalga- 
mated Carpenters. We were convinced from 
the evidence submitted to the committee 
that they would be given representation in 
the District Council of Carpenters of Den- 
ver and in the Local Council of the Build- 
ing Trades. It was shown that in the past 
the sentiment was to elect one Amalgamated 
man. The evidence showed that on the 
night of the election the member of the 
Amalgamated Society that was to be elected 
was absent, it was said purposely absent 
The other member declined to run, but he 
was nominated by Brotherhood men against 
his will and refused to vote for himself. 
He lost by one vote. It seemed to me the 
Brotherhood men were desirous of giv- 
ing the Amalgamated men one represen- 
tative. If the Convention desires to guar- 
antee one representative I have no objection 
to it." 

Delegate Leps — "In Denver the Execu- 
tive Council of the Department had called 
to its attention the condition there. It was 
said the Amalgamated Carpenters were de- 
nied representation in that Council and 
that the Council was satisfied to lLa.y«& «iv 
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Brotherhood men. By the act of the Execu- 
tive that was changed and the Local 
Building Trades Council was ordered to 
seat the Amalgamated men. As a result of 
that we find the Council there has been 
disrupted because it was not allowed to 
carry out its own rules." 

Delegate Featherston moved that Or- 
ganizer Loos, of the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters, be given the privilege of the 
floor. (Seconded and carried.) 

Mr. Loos discussed the question at some 
length, and stated that he favored the 
adoption of the report of the committee, al- 
though he did not believe it would settle 
the trouble in Denver. He stated there 
were other trades in Denver outside the 
Building Trades Council, and if only the 
Carpenters were forced back Into the Coun- 
cil they would have to bear the burden of 
the fight to get the others In. He re- 
viewed at length the history of the diffi- 
culty. He stated that there were only four 
Amalgamated Carpenters In Denver at the 
present time, and one was a contractor. 

Secretary Spencer, in discussing the ques- 
tion, said : "The convention is now tread- 
ing on exceedingly thin ice in suggesting 
'that any class of representation shall come 
from a district council. It is suggested 
that a certain class of representation be 
elected from the District Council in Den- 
ver. For this Convention to say a certain 
class of representation shall come from the 
the District Council is class legislation. I 
see no reason why the Convention should 
not make a recommendation to the District 
Council, but that is as far as it has a right 
to go." 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegates Hally, Featherston, Atkinson and. 
Crampton. 

Vice President Ryan, in discussing the 
question, said in part : "As one of the 
the trades that has suffered much In the 
family troubles brought on by the car- 
penters in Denver I wish to make a few 
remarks. I sat on the Executive Council 
in the Denver convention and carried out 
the instructions of the Department. Those 
instructlor;. came from the Committee on 
Adjustment, of which the International 
Secretary of the U. B. Carpenters was 
chairman. Their report was endorsed by 
the convention, and it carried instructions 
to the Executive Council to take up the 
f. I Lilly troubles of the carpenters. One 
hTBDch of the carpenters insisted that all 



rtpiefentation in the Building Trades Coun^ — 
cil must come through the Carpenters' Dls — 
trict Council. I wish it were so, but they- 
are here separate and distinct delegations, 
they are chartered separate and distinct, 
a.HJ I don't want any organization to be 
' placed in an impossible position. The place 
to make the fight is in the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, and not put the trades of 
this country to such enormous loss as Den- 
ver has suffered. All was peace there be- 
fore this Department issued a charter to 
the Local Council of Building Trades. If 
you carpenters cannot get along without 
destroying each other I want you to trans- 
fer your battle ground from this Depart- 
ment and take it into the American Feder- 
ation of Labor by a resolution to have. the 
charter of the Amalgamated Society de- 
stroyed and put out of business. I have 
no grievance against either faction of the 
carpenters and I don't want them to have 
a grievance against me ; but I don't want 
to be drawn into their disturbance and 
have to spend the little funds we have, 
when we have a much greater antagonist 
on our backs, and have had for four years, 
and we have had no special aid from this 
body. Either the Amalgamated Society is 
entitled to what the law guarantees them 
or they are not. If they are not entitled 
to it they should be told so, but deal openly 
and above board with them." 

Delegate Price, in discussing the question, 
said in part : "I believe the recommenda- 
tion of the committee does not go far 
enough. I have nothing against either of 
the carpenters* organizations, but it lies 
with the United Brotherhood to get their 
District Council back into the Building 
Trades Council and restore conditions that 
existed before this struggle arose. I hope 
you will do something for we don't want 
to go through this trouble again. I hope 
you will agree on some proposition that will 
enable the Building Trades Council to get 
together, in Denver and bring back the 
closed shop conditions we formerly had 
there." 

The question was again discussed by 
Delegate Duffy. 

Delegate McNulty, in discussing the ques- 
tion, said in part : "When this matter 
was referred to the Executive Council of 
tnis Department in Denver I was a mem- 
ber of the Adjustment Committee. I know 
what was referred. We endeavored to have 
the Amalgamated Society representatives 
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IS that there was a sufficient num- 
?ir men in Denver to be entitled 
ter and to representation in the 
When we asked them to bring the 
)re us they said we had not al- 
•m sufficient time to have their 
here, as many of them were work- 
lying districts. We then referred 
r to the Executive Council, and 
i Amalgamated Society proved 
sufficient members to maintain 
anch they were instructed to send 
tives to the Local Building Trades 
.nd- the council was instructed to 
In my opinion you will never 
the Denver situation until you 
the city of Denver your Executive 
r a representative from every in- 
.1 organization represented there 
tiat they put their local unions in 
iiilding Trades Council and start 
in accordance with the law." 
L'E Crampton — "The statement has 
3 that we have but four members 
rganization in Denver. At that 
ihowed we had seventy-nine mem- 

?'er to a question by Delegate Mac- 
elegate Atkinson stated that their 
showed there were seventy- three 
of their organization in Denver 
iber. 

TE Atkinson — "I move as an ad- 
the report of the committee that 
' that at least one representative 
nalgamated Society of Carpenters 
jrs shall be included in the rep- 
1'. of the District Council of Car- 
? the Building Trades Council of 

(Seconded.) 
Idition to the report offered by 
Atkinson was carried, and the re- 
he Adjustment Committee on the 
uestion was adopted as amended 
caion of Delegate Atkinson, 
nt Kirby announced as a sub-com- 
assist in the work of the Adjust- 
iralitee, Delegates Garrett, Swick, 
niK-dy (A. J.), and Crampton. 
TE Peatherston, Secretary of the 
nt Committee — "The committee 
her action on the recommendation 
cecutive Council in regard to this 
I will read their recommendation, 
as follows : 

committee fully realizes the crisis 
le from the existence of two nati- 
nizations of one craft, but we do 



not consider the plan of consolidation sug- 
gested feasible. 

"We recommend that the Convention in- 
struct United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and .Toiners to send representatives im- 
mediately to confer with the officers of the 
Amalgamated Carpenters and Joiners at 
their general office in Manchester, England, 
to obtain the end desired." 

Secretary Featherston — "I feel that 

the report of the committee is impracticable 
and 'impossible under the laws of the 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and wish to offer 
a substitute for it." 

President Kirby — "Do you offer a minor- 
ity report?" 

Secretary B^eatherston — "I will offer it 
as a minority report." 

minority report. 

"I recommend that General President 
Huber of the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and the President of the American 
District Committee of the Amalgamated So- 
ciety of Carpenters be ordered to appoint 
a committee of five (5) to bring about a 
consolidation of the United Brotherhood and 
the Amalcramated Society of Carpenters in 
the United States and Canada within ninety 
(90) days. After said consolidation becomes 
a fact General President Huber is re- 
quested to appoint a committee to confer 
with the general officers of the Amaleramated . 
Society at Manchester. England, with a view 
of brinsring about, the consolidation ; the 
two International organizations of Carpen- 
ters now known as the United Brotherhood 
and the Amalgamated Society of Carpen- 
ters." 

President Kirby — "The vote will be on 
the majority report. Are there any re- 
marks ?" 

Delegate Crampton discussed the majority 
report at some length, and said, in part : 
"Without casting any reflections on the 
committee I wish to say that I am sur- 
prised that they should be unable to grasp 
the meaning of the proposition first laid be- 
fore us. Even the slightest study of the 
preface of the Constitution of the Amal- 
gamated Society would have given Delegate 
Peatherston to understand that the Society 
is so constructed as to give the fullest de- 
gree of home rule consistent with its finan- 
cial obligations to its entire jurisdiction. 
Por my part I am not satisfied with either 
proposition. We want to meet the United 
Brotherhood. We are not opposed to any 
system or arrangement that may eventually 
bring about amalgamation, but we are un- 
able to see how you can accomplish this 
within ninety days. We do not object to 
meeting the representatives of the United 
Brotherhood within the Pourteenth Dis- 
trict and the Pifteenth District, but we 
have not got to such a stage of the game 
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that we must go to Great Britain to nego- 
tiate difficulties in tlie districts here. We 
have men elected in New York who under- 
stand the situation better than some of the 
Individuals who sit in the corresponding 
body in Manchester, but the General Council 
is a higher authority. We -ave seventeen 
districts and seventeen sets of secretaries. 
For the United States we have one and for 
Canada one. Brother Duffy says he is 
willing to meet, our secretary on my right 
says he is willing to meet, and I think 
they will sooner or later, but we are unwill- 
ing to send these plenipotentiaries extraor- 
dinary to Manchester." 

Delegate Duffy, in discussing the question, 
said in part: "When we were discussing 
the matter before the committee this after- 
noon I did not know a minority report was 
to be made. I said we were willing to meet 
the Amalgamated Carpenters or anyone 
else anywhere on any subject, but I object 
to laying down terms that this committee 
recommends to the Department under which 
we must consolidate. My friend is op- 
posed to them, I am opposed to them, but 
I am not opposed to meeting the Amalga- 
mated Carpenters ; we are willing to meet 
them at any time. I don't know where our 
officers or our organization shall meet them, 
preferably in the United States." 

Delegate Featherston — "Our friend 
"does not want either of these propositions. 
I want one of them, because I don't want 
any more Denver propositions, and I be- 
lieve if this is brought about the game that 
was played in Denver will not occur again. 
It does not happen in the other trades, 
but we have two organizations represented 
in this Department. Why are you so mag- 
nanimous as to have them here? Add their 
ten thousand men to our 170,000 and it 
will not give us one more delegate, yet we 
have a surplus of two delegates here for 
the carpenters, two more than we are en- 
titled to. T want one organization of car- 
penters, and I don't care whether the head- 
quarters is in Manchester or Indianapolis ; 
but I want one institution so that when 
fighting is to be done we can lick the com- 
mon enemy, the employer." 

Vice President O'SullIvan in the chair. 

President Kirby — "When we submitted 
this report we did not think for a minute 
it would be accepted. We did anticipate 
that It would be the means of this conven- 
tion taking* action to compel these two or- 
granlzatioDs to reach an understanding and 



forever put a stop to the differences be- 
tween them. Either of the propositions is 
satisfactory to me — anything is satisfactory 
that will bring these fellows together. I 
have had perhaps on account of my position, 
more experience with this in the past year 
than most of you. I want this Convention 
to initiate a movement to bring about a 
settlement of this matter. If some action is 
taken whereby the executive officers of these 
two organizations can get together there 
will ultimately result an understanding or 
amalgamation. I don't care whether yon 
tell your local people to keep off or not, 
your local men will mix up. We have sus- 
pended local councils because the people 
insisted on following their own wishes. I 
hope something will be done, some steps 
initiated out of which will come a settle- 
ment of this question. I hope we will not 
go away from here without taking some 
measure to eliminate one of the most dan- 
gerous matters we have had to deal with.** 
Delegate McNultt — "Would it not be a 
gpod tiling to have this referred back to 
the comnrittee to draw up some plan where- 
by these organizations may meet nation- 
ally?" 

Delegate Macfarlane, In discussing the 
question, said in part : "I am pleased to 
know that the committee that handled this 
matter endeavored to bring in something 
that would solve this controversy or bring 
about an amalgamation of the two organiza- 
tions. I am pleased also that there is a 
report telling us we must get together. 
Under the existing laws of the Amalga- 
mated Society It Is almost Impossible for 
them to sever their connections with their 
International organization on account of 
their benefits. If they voted on the Ameri- 
can Continent to sever their relations with 
the international organization they would 
lose the per capita per man which is credited 
to every one of them. They know that. I 
would do anything tonight, I would vote 
for any reasonable proposition to try to 
bring these two organizations together, 
but I would not vote to go over to Man- 
chester to do it. If we are going to take 
care of this proposition we will do it in 
America. That there are good, clean-cat 
trades unionists In their Society there can 
be no question, but the United Brotherhood 
has paved the way and made the conditions 
that exist In this country. We have taken 
the initiative in every town and hamlet in 
the United States and the Dominion of 
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Canada so far as securing shorter hours and 
increasing our pay is concerned. We have 
done that because we have been in the 
majority. They were in existence seventeen 
years prior to the formation of our or- 
ganization, and with all of their benefits, 
their out of work benefit, sick benefit, tool 
benefit, and so on, they have been unable to 
appeal to the carpenters of this country. 
The laws of our organization have appealed 
to the m(n who work at our trade In 
America. That is why we have the member- 
ship. And we have not only the member- 
ship, but we have dollars and cents to back 
up our position, and when we want to get 
trade conditions it takes both numbers and 
funds. We have one good, big, great coun- 
try, and it Is just big enough and great 
enough to have one trade union In each 
craft." 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegates Crampton and Atkinson. 

Delegate Atkinson offered as a substitute 
for the report of the committee the follow- 
ing : 

"We recommend that the Convention re- 
quest the United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners and the Amalgamated Society 
of Carpenters and Joiners to have five rep- 
resentatives meet In some city In the United 
States or Canada to obtain a solution to 



prevent recurrences of the deplorable con- 
ditions that exist in Denver." 

A motion was made and seconded that the 
substitute for the report of the committee 
be adopted. 

The motion to adopt the majority report 
of the committee was lost. 

The motion to adopt the minority report 
submitted by Delegate Featherston was car- 
ried. 

Dkleqatk Ckampton — "Does that mean 
that the minority report is adopted in Its 
entirety?" 

Chairman O'Sullivan — "The Convention 
has adopted the minority report as read by 
Delegate Featherston." 

Delegate Crampton — "I desire to be re- 
corded with my colleague as voting in the 
negative on both propositions." 

Delegate Skemp — "I would like to have 
two members of our organization substituted 
as delegates for Brother Bahlhom and my- 
self, as we are obliged to leave the Con- 
vention and return to our office. We would 
like to have Mr. James Proudlove and Mr. 
Smith substituted." 

The request of Delegate Skemp was 
granted. 

At 11 :15 p. m. the convention was ad- 
journed to 9 a. m., Monday, October 18th. 
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SEVENTH DAY— Monday Morning Session 



The Convention was called to order at 9 
o'clock a. m., Monday, October 18th, Presi- 
dent Kirby in the chair. 

On roll call the following absentees were 
noted : Delegates Feeney, Evans, Gervaise, 
McGIvem. 

Secretary Spencer — "I desire to present 
a supplementary report of the Executive 
Council. The following rules were submit- 
ted to the Executive Council for consider- 
ation and, if possible, approval. The mat- 
ter was referred to the Executive Council in 
due form, and I beg to present the report. 
These rules are proposed by the American 
Federation of Labor for the government, 
not only of this Department, but of all de- 
partments.'* 

••general rules governing the depart- 
ments OP THE AMERICAN FEDERA- 
TION OP LABOR. 

••1. For the greater development of the 
Labor Movement, such Departments of the 
A. F. of L. are to be established from time 
to time as in the judgment of the A. F. of 
L., or of Its Executive Council may be 
deemed advisable. Each department is to 
manage and finance its own business. 

••2. To be entitled to representation in 
any department, organizations eligible to 
join must first be, and remain in, affili- 
ation to the A. F. of L. and to be entitled 
to representation In local Councils of De- 
partments, local bodies shall first be, and 



remain in, affiliation to central labor unions- 
chartered by the A. F. of L. 

•'3. The fundamental laws of each De- 
partment are to conform to and be admin- 
istered in the same manner as the laws 
governing the A. F. of L. No Department 
or local council of same shall enact laws, 
rules or regulations in conflict with laws 
of the A. F. of L., and in the event of 
change of laws of the latter. Departments 
and Local Councils are to change their 
laws to conform thereto. 

••4. Each department to be considered 
the official method of the A. F. of L. for 
transacting that portion of its business. 

••5. All departments of the American 
Federation of Labor shall have their head- 
quarters located in the city of Washington, 
D. C, if possible, in the same building with 
the Federation Headquarters. 

"6. All departments of the American 
Federation of Labor shall hold their Con- 
ventions, whether annually or less often, 
during or immediately after the Conven- 
tions of the American Federation of La- 
bor, and in the same city where the Con- 
ventions of the Federation are held. 

••7. The officers of each department shall 
report to the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor what action 
if any, has been taken by the Department, 
either through its Executive Board or 
throusfh Conventions upon any and all 
matters that have been referred to the De- 
partment by the Federation. 

"8. The officers of the various Depart- 
ments shall submit a quarterly report to 
the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor of the work done by 



118 



REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS. 



their Department and Its general con- 
ditions. 

"9. At all rcj?ular meetings of the Ex- 
ecutive Council of the American Federation 
of Labor, there shall be present during 
some period of the Council meeting either 
the President or Secretary or both of each 
Department to take up with the Council 
matters that may be of mutual interest. 

"10. A pa«:e of each issue of the Ameri- 
can Foderationist to be available to and to 
be utilized by each Department for official 
report or for publication of some subject 
identified with the Department. 

"11. National and International Unions 
affiliated with the A. F. of L. shall also 
become affiliated with any department in 
which they may be eligible." 

It Is suggested that the words "and 
vice versa" be added to Section 2. 

Section 6 Is found objectionable for many 
reasons, principal of which are the follow- 
ing : 

We are of the opinion that the holding 
of the Building Trades Convention during 
or immediately after the Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor would not 
be to the best Interest of the Building 
Trades. We feel that by holding our Con- 
ventions a few weeks previous to that of 
the Federation, we will be in a better po- 
sition to report our action to the Federation 
and to deal with any questions pertaining 
to Building Trades matters. We think that 
the Convention at Denver demonstrated the 
fact very clearly that ' the holding of the 
Building Trades Convention immediately 
following that of the Federation works a 
great hardship on many Delegates and we 
find it impossible to hold them Interested 
inasmuch as many organizations send the 
same men to attend each convention. We 
also respectfully submit that any appeal 
taken from the action of the Building 
Trades Convention to that of the American 
Federation of Labor would have to lay 
over one year. This, too, would apply 
were any of the Conventions held during 
the sessions of the Federation. 

With the two exceptions taken as noted 
the foregoing Rules are acceptable to your 
Council provided they are subjected to an 
Interpretation not in conflict with the cre- 
ative law of the Department as covered by 
the following: 

"BESOLDTION. 

"That a department of Building Trades 
of the A. F. of L. be created ; said depart- 
ment to be chartered by the A. F. of L. and 
to be composed of bona fide National and 
International Building Trades* Organiza- 



tions, duly chartered as such by the A. F. of 
L. : and to be given autonomy over the 
Building Trades with authority to issue 
charters to Local Building Trades ; said 
Sections and Central Bodies to be affiliated 
with the A. F. of L., to be composed of 
bona fide local unions and recognized as 
such, in the Building Trades." 

The Council takes the position that If 
these rules are interpreted in connection 
with the resolution just read, then there 
can be no objection to the Y-ules with the 
exceptions noted. 

'ihe report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

REPORT OP COMMITTEE ON LAW. 
Delegate McNulty, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee, reported as follows: 

Resolution No. 5 — By Delegates Frank 
Duffy, D. P. Featherston, D. K. Deegon, W. 
B. McFarlane, E. J. Henderson, J. T. Cos- 
grove, United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America : 

Whereas, the laws governing the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of 
America are made by referendum vote of 
Its members — a two-thirds vote of all mem- 
bers voting being necessary to make them 
law, and 

Whereas, Section 39 of the Constitution 
of the Building Trades Department govern- 
ing local councils specifies that all laws and 
rules of Local Councils shall be submitted to 
all affiliated Locals for a referendum vote, 
a majority vote of the Locals affiliated to 
be necessary for adoption of same ; pro- 
vided, however, that such laws or rules 
have been previously forwarded to the Gen- 
eral Office for approval, and 

Whereas, Section 39 conflicts with the 
method and manner used by the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of 
America In making its laws, and 

Whereas, the Constitution of the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of 
America prohibits any of its Unions from 
affiliating with Central Bodies whose Con- 
stitutions or By-Laws conflict with those 
of the U. B.. therefore, be it ♦ 

Resolved, that all local laws, before be- 
coming operative and In force, be submit' 
ted to referendum vote of the members of 
the organizations affiliated, a two-thirds ma- 
jority vote of all members voting being neces- 
sary to make it law. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be adopted and the affiliated lo- 
cal departments be notified in accordance 
therewith. 

Delegate Huddell opposed the report of 
the committee, and said, In part : "I do not 
think this Department should change its 
laws to satisfy any one affiliated organiza- 
tion. I believe, rather, we should refer It 
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to that organization and ask them to 
change their laws to correspond with ours. 
If the Carpenters have such a law, I do 
not see why the other fourteen or fifteen 
organizations connected with this depart- 
ment should be asked to change their laws 
to conform with the United Brotheraood of 
Carpenters. I do not believe we should be 
asked to have a two-thirds majority. I be- 
lieve if the Brotherhood of Carpenters has 
a law that says no local of theirs can affili- 
ate with a body whose constitution conflicts 
with theirs, they should look to this Depart- 
ment as being a superior body to theirs, and 
change their laws in so far as they apply to 
Building Trades Councils, namely, that a 
majority vote of their organization would 
be sufficient in matters connected with the 
Building Trades Department If that reso- 
lution had pointed to that law of the United 
Brotherhood, and then asked us to request 
them in their convention to change it, that 
would be consistent ; but the idea of hav- 
ing an organization affiliated with this De- 
partment asking us to change our entire 
law to conform to theirs is not consistent." 

Delegate Crampton, in discussing the re- 
port of the committee, said in part: "This 
is basing a humanitarian movement entirely 
on commercialism. The theory that the 
sum total of the units of a labor organiza- 
tion pay a very large sum of money they 
are really the backbone of a central body. 
That does not follow by any means, that is 
merely sophistry. The danger the organiza- 
tion affiliated with the central body the 
more liable it is to involve other organiza- 
tions in disputes. If that be so, is it not 
fair to suppose that the sum total of bene- 
fits derived from co-operation is greater 
to an organization with great numerical 
strength than it is to those of less numerical 
strength? I submit that in a central body 
where there is an organization with a large 
membership its existence is not a whit 
more essential than is the existence of the 
craft that has but few men. That Is, if 
we believe in the principles of the American 
Federation of Labor, if we believe in auto- 
nomy. Let me once more call your atten- 
tion to the fact that this is an attempt to 
make a powerful organization the whole 
thing." 

Delegate Comerford — "I deny that the 
position of the committee is at all as out- 
lined by the last two speakers. The com- 
mittee had in mind Section 39 of the Con- 



stitution. What does the referendum vote 
mean ? You have not in this law submitted 
any changes in the laws, or the making of 
new laws, to the local councils for a referen- 
dum vote. Do the delegates mean to say 
that vote should not be counted? The lan- 
guage of Section 39 is so misleading it has 
created confusion in the Councils. After 
it says that the question must be submitted 
for a referendum, then it says a majority 
vote of the locals affiliated is necessary to 
adopt the proposition. Some people have 
construed this to mean that each local shall 
have one vote. The first section surely in- 
tends that a majority vote of all the mem- 
bers shall be counted. The question of 
permitting the Carpenters to entirely con- 
trol this body was taken into consideration. 
We believe that by making it necessary to 
have a two-thirds vote it would place the 
Carpenters where they could not control. 
They could not control by a majority, but 
they are farther away when we require a 
two-thirds vote." 

Delegate Leps, in discussing the question, 
said in part: "The law as it stands was 
discussed in the last convention of the De- 
partment, and the idea was that when laws 
were adopted by a local council they should 
be submitted to the locals for a referendum 
vote, with the provision that these locals 
should instruct their delegates how to vote 
on the proposition. Now it is proposed to 
go farther. It would not be so bad if it 
provided for a majority vote. I think this 
would be a dangerous precedent to follow." 

Vice President Hedrick, in discussing the 
question, said in part : "I am in favor of 
a referendum vote, but at all times, even 
in our own organization, I am opposed to 
the two-thirds rule. I do not believe this 
applies to the Carpenters any more than it 
does to the other organizations. It is not 
so much that there is danger of a new law 
becoming effective as it is that a one-third 
vote will be able to defeat the amendment 
of existing laws. I therefore move to 
amend the committee's report to provide for 
a majority report instead of a two-thirds 
vote." 

President Kirbt — "The amendment will 
be voted on after the report of the com- 
mittee is voted on." 

Delegate Duffy, in discussing the ques- 
tion, said in part: "We are willing to ac- 
cept a majority vote, and a majority of the 
committee la willing to a.c<i.Q.^t it, \t \a. \!l«cA- ^ 
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a question of the Carpenters wishing to 
take advantage of any other trade ; we are 
not here to take advantage of anybody, 
either here or elsewhere ; but we want our 
local unions to become affiliated, to become 
part and parcel of the local Building Trades 
Councils. I have complaint after complaint 
coming to our home office that our locals 
absolutely refuse to affiliate with the local 
councils. They state that they refuse to 
go in there because they have had nothing 
to do with making tfie laws. Some people 
tako Section 39 to mean a trade vote. A 
delegate on the floor said it was a delegate 
vote. When our organization wants any- 
thing we let the rank and file make the 
law and we abide by it. If they make a 
law and the carpenters vote on it I will 
not allow a local union to say to me that 
it will not affiliate ; I will see that they are 
compelled to go In if they help make the 
law." 

Delegate Duffy further discussed the 
question with reference to several cities, 
and with reference to the action of the 
Denver Convention. 

Delegate Solomon, in discussing the ques- 
tion, said in part : "In New York we have 
interpreted Section 39 literally, that a ma- 
jority vote of the locals affiliated decided. 
If we have a law referred to the trades for 
a referendum we would vote whatever mem- 
bers of ours were present at a meeting. 
Our law says a majority rules. If a ma- 
jority of our members voted in favor of 
a law we would go back to the local build- 
ing department council with one vote in fa- 
vor of it. That is satisfactory in New 
York ; there is no kick, and I believe we 
have as large locals as there are in the 
country." 

Vice President O'Sullivan, in discussing 
the question, said in part : "The recommen- 
dation of the committee, I believe, provides 
that the adoption of a local council law 
will be reckoned on the total number of 
individual votes cast by the local unions. 
Am I right. Secretary McNulty?" 

Secretabt McNultt, of the Committee — 
"You are right." 

Vice President O'Sullivan — "I am op- 
posed to that. If that provided that a two- , 
thirds majority of the local council should 
decide I would favor It ; that would be 
g-ivlngr the Carpenters something, but I am 
opposed to having a local council by-laws 



approved by a referendum vote of the mem- 
bers." 

Delegate Macfarlane, in discussing the 
question, said : "I contend that any trade 
unionist ought not to be afraid of a refer- 
endum vote. A majority of our trade unions 
make their laws by referendum vote. When 
we were framing by-laws for our local de- 
partment they locked horns on this question 
and wrote to the headquarters of the De- 
partment for a ruling from President Klrby 
and Secretary Spencer. They said the laws 
would be made by votes of councils. We 
want to see this Department live. No man 
who knows much about the trade union 
movement can fail to see that single or- 
ganizations cannot combat organized capital. 
We cannot hold our locals in the local 
Building Trades Departments because they 
claim they have a right to make the laws 
by referendum vote. It is easy enough to 
get the locals out, but it Is not so easy to 
get them back again. Help our organiza- 
tion to help your organizations make it pos- 
sible for the Building Trades Councils to 
be a success." 

Delegate McKeb — "I am not quite clear 
as to what the intent of the committee Is. 
In the present section It says the laws are 
to be submitted to the local unions and by 
them to be submitted to their membership." 

President Kirbt — "That was my inter- 
pretation, but later It was decided other- 
wise by the Executive Council." 

Delegate McKee spoke further In favor 
of a delegate vote in the local councils, but 
stated that he would like to see questions 
there decided by a two-thirds vote. 

Vice President Ryan, in discussing the 
question, said in part: "In changing this 
section you should be careful and not 
change Section 36. It has been the custom 
in most organizations to pass laws by a 
majority vote, but it takes a two-third vote 
to change them. Section 39 could not be 
set out in plainer laneruage. If the Car- 
penters require a two-thirds vote In their 
own locals to adopt a certain thing they 
have a right to it ; that is their business. 
If this Department has to conform to the 
rules and laws of one organization, and 
change from time to time to suit their 
methods of doing business, we will always 
be in a turmoil. The thing that satisfies a 
majority of the organizations ought to be 
satisfactory to them. Let the Carpenters 
hiave tYveVx tTTO-WAtCa -vQt^, wi^ through 
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that vote Instruct their delegates to the 
local councils. Let the delegates cast their 
votes for or against any proposition that is 
up, and let the other organizations repre- 
sented have their proper number of dele- 
gates and let them cast their votes as they 
were instructed by the votes of their locals. 
You can say to the separate organizations 
that they can have a four-fifths vote if 
they wish, but that should not stay the 
hands of the other people in the local coun- 
cil." 

Delegate Clark, in discussing the ques- 
tion, said in part : "I believe if the recom- 
mendation of the committee is put into ef- 
fect we may get upon the statute books a 
law in time of peace that will be abso- 
lutely impossible to repeal in time of war 
and it will do us an injury. A Building 
Trades Council must be quick to grasp a 
situation — they must act promptly. I am 
not opposed to the referendum, but I am 
opposed to a possibility that may disrupt 
our councils. 1 am not afraid of the Car- 
penters or of their membership ; they are 
willing to go along at all times, but on 
account of their great mass of members 
they may place us in a position where it 
would be impossible to do the right thing at 
the right time." 

Delegate Crampton, in again discussing 
the question, quoted the following from the 
proceedings of the Denver Convention of 
the Department, when the question was 
under consideration there : 

•• 'Delegate Duffy — Do I understand the 
report of the committee is that the affili- 
ated locals have the vote, or are the mem- 
bers of the locals to vote on it? 

'• 'Delegate Vyte — It is to be submitted to 
the members of all the locals. They will 
vote on it, and the delegate of each local 
will cast his vote as instructed by his 
local. 

" 'Secretary Spencer — Is It the intention 
to cast a vote of the aggregate member- 
ship of all the unions, or after the local 
unions have voted, then the delegate of 
each local union shall cast his vote? 

" 'Delegate Fyfe — That is the idea. 

" 'Secretary Spencer — Then, as a conse- 
quence, the vote will be reduced to one 
vote for each local. 

" 'Delegate Fyfe — That is correct. 

" 'Delegate Duffy — That is satisfactory. 

" 'The question was discussed briefly by 
Delegate McCarthy, who stated that all 
laws to govern the Local Councils should 
be adopted by a majority of the mem- 
bership, not by delegates to the councils 
alone.* " 



Continuing, Delegate Crampton said : 
"Brother McCarthy represented the spirit 
of the Constitution of the United Brother- 
hood, so far as the unit referendum is con- 
cerned, and I represented the organic refer- 
endum." 

Tlie question was discussed further by 
Delegates Crampton and Duffy. 

Delegate Tveitmoe, in discussing the 
question, said in part: "The only fear I 
have of the Carpenters at times is that 
there are so many of them that when they 
get into distress we are not able to help 
them as effectively as we would like to. I 
am in favor of the report, even to the ex- 
tent of the two-thirds vote, even though 
that is not good law. I believe in the ma- 
jority rule, and in California questions of 
law, of wage increase and even of parading 
on Labor Day are referred to the various 
labor unions affiliated with the Council for 
a referendum vote. Then when it comes to 
a question of enforcing the law the men 
are there and always willing to obey the 
law. If you refuse to take your member- 
ship into your confidence and educate them 
up to what the law is, if you refuse to give 
them a hand in making the law, if they 
are not given a hand in making the law, 
they are not so willing to abide by it when 
somebody else makes the law for them." 

Delegate Smith, in discussing the ques- 
tion, said in part : "I think the law should 
be based on local autonomy. Different 
jurisdictions need different laws. In my 
district the Carpenters have 1,000 votes and 
the Hod Carriers and Building Laborers 
700 votes. There are only 3,000 votes in 
the local Council. If my organization and 
the Carpenters get together we have a ma- 
jority of the votes of the Council. I am 
not in favor of a majority vote. I am in 
favor of the two-thirds vote. While the 
Carpenters and the Laborers can get to- 
gether on a majority they cannot on a two- 
thirds vote." 

The question was again discussed by Dele- 
gates Huddell, Leps and Vice Presidents 
Hedrick and Ryan. 

The motion to concur in the report of 
the committee was lost. The President 
stated that the vote would be on the amend- 
ment offered by Vice President Hedrick. 

Vice President Hedrick stated in reply to 
a question : "I mean it shall be a majority 
vote by referendum." 
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Dblbgatb McNultt — "The amendment 
means it shall be submitted to a referendum 
vote of the members, and a majority vote 
of all the members is necessary to make it a 
law." 

BOLL CALL ON THE AMENDMENT OFFERED BY 

VICE PRESIDENT HEDRICK TO THE 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 

RESOLUTION NO. 5 I 

Ayes — Delegates Duflfy, Featherston, Mac- 
farlane, Kirby, Henderson, Cosgrove, Dee- 
gon, Tveitmoe, McNulty, Comerford, Smith, 
(H. P.), Etchison, McSorley, McKenny, 
Smith, (E.), Swick, Hedrick, Donlin, Spen- 
cer, Rau, Garrett — 21. 

2iay8 — Delegates Kennedy, (A.), Ryan, 
Young, Morrin, Atkinson, Crampton, Mal- 
loy, Raven, Solomon, Huddell, McKee, 
d'Alessandro, Price, O' Sullivan, Redding, 
Bobb, Kennedy, (J. F.), Proudlove, Leslie, 
Coefleld, Leonard, Clark, Alcott, Edeler, 
Leps — 25. 

President Kirby — "The amendment is 
lost." 

Drleqate McNulty — "Your Committee 

on Law recommends that the following law 

be adopted and placed in our Constitution 

in Its proper place and numbered accord- 

^ ingly:" 

"The Executive Council shall have power 
to suspend any affiliated organization fail- 
ing to pay per capita tax or assessments 
within three months after same is due." 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No, 4 — By Delegates Frank 
Duffy, D. F. Fcatherston, D. K. Deegon, W. 
B. Macfarlane, E. J. Henderson, J. T. Cos- 
grove, United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America : 

Whereas, much dissatisfatcion is caused 
on account of the representation of Local 
Unions and District Councils of the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of 
Amorica in local Building Trades Councils 
chartered by the Building Trades Depart- 
ment of the American Federation of Labor, 
and 

Whereas, such representation is not In 
accord with the taxation levied — the minor- 
ity controlling the majority while the ma- 
jority pays the freight, therefore, be it 

Resolved, that representation of all 
bodies affiliated with the Department, 
whether locally or nationally, be regulated 
proportionately, according to taxation paid. 

The Committee on Law recommended that 
the resolution be not concurred in. 



A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Duffy — "A majority of the 
committee agreed not to concur in it. I 
voted in favor of the amendment. This 
matter is connected closely with the one 
just disposed of. Many of our organiza- 
tions throughout the country refuse abso- 
lutely to become affiliated with the local 
Building Trades Councils because they have 
not representation according to taxation. 
There is no place I know where we can 
bring this question except in this Conven- 
tion. We are a component part of the 
American Federation of Labor; the laws 
of that body govern us. In the A. P. of 
L. we have representation according to 
taxation ; in this body, which is part and 
parcel of the A. F. of L., we have not rep- 
resentation according to the laws of the A. 
F. of L. All we ask is to get represen- 
tation according to taxation paid. Either 
that or give us equal taxation, one or the 
other." 

Delegate Duffy discussed the question 
further and cited the conditions in Salt 
Lake City and other cities. 

Delegate Huddell spoke briefly in favor 
of the report of the committee. 

The motion to concur in the report of 
the committee was carried. 

Delegate Duffy — "I want to give notice 
to this Department that the United Brother- 
hood of Carpenters and Joiners will appeal 
from the decision now rendered to the next 
convention of the American Federation of 
Labor in Toronto." 

President Kirby — "The appeal will be 
made a matter of record." 

Resolution No. 3 — By Delegates Frank 
Duffy, D. F. Peatherston, D. K. Deegon, W. 
B. Macfarlane, E. J. Henderson, J. T. Cos- 
grove, United Brotherhood Carpenters and 
Joiners of America : 

Whereas, Section 54 of the Constitution 
and By-Laws of the Building Trades De- 
partment specifies that all demands for in- 
creased wages or reduction of hours must 
be submitted to the local Council and re- 
ceive its approval, and under no consider- 
atio shall a Local Union or Unions of any 
organization affiliated with this Department 
be allowed to inaugurate strikes without the 
local councirs consent, and 

Whereas, the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners of America reserve 
the right to make demands for better work- 
ing conditions. Increased pay or shorter 
workday in acordance with its laws as laid 
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down In its General Constitution, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, that Local Unions of any affili> 
ated organization may go on strike without 
havlnjar the consent of the Building Trades 
Council with which they are affiliated, but 
they shall not be entitled to the support or 
sympathy of the other trades affiliated, and 
must not involve other trades in any man- 
ner in their dispute. 

Delegate McNult.y — "Your committee 
recommends that this resolution be not con- 
curred in, as they believe all possible safe- 
guards should be placed in our Constitution 
that will tend to prevent strikes. 

"Your committee further recommends 
that Section 54 of our Constitution be 
amended by eliminating the words : 

" 'And receive,* on the third line and in- 
sert after the words 'Council' on the third 
line the following : 

'• 'After approval of the National or 
Internationar Union interested for' which 
will make section 54 read as follows : 

"Sec. 54. All demands for increased 
wages or reduction of hours must be sub- 
mitted to the local council, after approval 
of the National or International Union In- 
terested for its approval, and under no 
consideration shall a local union or unions 
of any organization affiliated with this 
Department be allowed to Inaugurate strikes 
without the local council's consent." 

The recoramondation of the committee 
was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 24 — By Delegates J. C. 
Bahlhorn, J. C. Skemp, George F. Hedrick, 
Frank Leslie, Clarence E. Swick, Brother- 
hood of Painters, Decorators and Paper 
Hangers. 

Whereas, Experience has demonstrated 
that by perfect combination and unltv of 
action, the Building Trades Organizations 
can obtain perfect control of the Building 
Industry, and 

Whereas, The Building Trades Depart- 
ment was created to secure for every man 
engaged in that industry the improved con- 
ditions enjoyed by those residing in more 
favored localities, and 

Whereas. Former att(^mpts to make 
available our pretential strena:th and to use 
to tho full our opportunities have in a 
measure proved futile owing to lack of 
discipline in the local departments, and 

Whereas, the success of the department 
denenr»'3 ontlrely unon its ability to require 
the affiliation with, and loyalty to, local 
departiiieiits of the local unions of the 
affiliated National and International Unions, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That each affiliated National 
and International Union shall on or before 



March 31, 1910, submit to Its membership 
through the referendum or through its rep- 
resentatives in convention assembled an 
amendment to its constitution, making it 
compulsory upon its affiliated Local Unions 
to affiliate and remain in affi)iation with lo- 
cal departments, wherever established. 

The committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in and all the affili- 
ated National and International Unions in- 
structed accordingly. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Resolution No. 11 — By Delegates W. J. 
McSorley and Luke McKInney, International 
Union of Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers. 

Whereas, The frequently recurring neces- 
sity of conferences between the officers of 
the Building Trades Department and the 
executive officers of each affiliated craft, as 
well as the self-evident benefit to be derived 
from immediate personal communication be- 
tween officers of diflPerent building trades 
international unions demonstrate the need 
of concerted action, . and 

Whereas, the headquarters of the Build- 
ing Trades Department and the headquar- 
ters of as many building trades Inter- 
national unions as can, without any sacri- 
fice on their part, change their seats of 
government, should be located in some one 
central city ; therefore be It 

Resolved, That this Second Annual Con- 
vention of the Building Trades Depart- 
ment shall by a majority vote of the mem- 
bers present select some city in which the 
headquarters of the Building Trades De- 
partment be located, and be it further 

Resolved, that this Second Annual Con- 
vention call upon its affiliated International 
Unions to pnss unon In snch manner as 
thev deem best tho question of locating 
their headquarters in the city chosen by 
this convpntion. to the end that a«! many as 
possible be located in that one city. 

(Referred to Law Committee by Commit- 
tee on Resolutions.) 

The committee recommended, after care- 
ful consideration, that the resolution be not 
concurred in. 

Dele(jate McNulty — "The committee 
makes this recommendation because one of 
the stipulations when we received our char- 
ter from the A. F. of L. was that the head- 
quarters of this Department would have to 
be in the same city and In the same build- 
ing as the American Federation of Labor, 
if that were possible." 

Delegate McKenny stated that the reso- 
lution was introduced in conformity with 
instructions from the last convention of the 
Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers' organiza- 
tion, and read the resolution a.dQ^t<i<l Vo. 
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that convention giving sucb instructions. 
He also spoke in favor of adopting Resolu- 
tion No. 11. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Resolution No. 2 — By Delegates Frank 
Duffy, D. F. Featherston, D. K. Deegon, W. 
B. Macfarlane, E. J. Henderson, J. T. Cos- 
grove, United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners of America : 

Whereas, At the formation of the Build- 
ing Trades Department of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor at the 27th Annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation of La- 
bor held in Norfolk, Virginia, in 1907, it 
was distinctly understood, and so recorded, 
that only building trades* organizations 
affiliated with the American Federation of 
Labor would be entitled W> membership in 
the Building Trades Department, and 

Whereas, Local Building Trades Depart- 
ments, or Councils, have been formed con- 
trary to these instructions, in which Pavers 
and Rammers, Art Glass Workers, Brick- 
layers and Masons, Vat and Tank Builders 
and others have been admitted, thereby 
causing much dissatisfaction and discontent 
among the leiritlmate building trades affili- 
ated with the Building Trades Department 
of the American Federation of Labor, there- 
fore, be it 

Resolved, That only building trades or- 
ganizations affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor and in good standing 
with that body shall be eligible to member- 
ship in the Building Trades Department and 
its subordinate branches or councils. 

The committee reported that the resolu- 
tion was fully covered in Section 1 of the 
Constitution. 

Delegate Hcddell — "If I recall this 
matter correctly the resolution was re- 
ferred back to the committee for interpre- 
tation of that section." 

Delegate McNtjlty — "The committee Is 
of the opinion that it is not within their 
province to interpret the laws of this in- 
stitution. If such instructions had been 
given we would have refused to accept 
them. This Convention is assembled here 
and the delegates are the people to interpret 
the laws." 

The question was discussed briefly by 
Delegate Macfarlane. 

Delegate Huddeli. — **I desire to amend 
the report to this effect : That we reaffirm 
the decision of the Denver Convention, as 
follows : 

** 'Delegate Duncan — The committee of- 
fered an amendment to that part of the 
President's report. That amendment was 
/ost, as was an amendment to the report 



of the committee. The subject-matte"* 
that they offered the amendment to %^^ 
before the Convention for a vote. Tt:»-* 
previous question has been ordered, aim- ^ 
the regular procedure must be gone throng'"^ 
with. 

" 'The recommendation is contained W^ - 
the following words : The Executive Couir ' 
cll decided that where the claim of Jurl^^e 
diction of their work, etc., in no way coe^^ 
flicted with the locals of our affiliated Ie^^ 
temationals they would be allowed to azz — 
filiated locally.' " 

"That was adopted by the Denver Coe^^ 
vention. I therefore move you as ii ^ 
amendment to the report the action of t lm -3 
Denver Convention, and that that be t ^- ^ 
Interpretation of the section in our Coi^^ 
stitution." (Seconded.) 

President Kirby — "The amendment wi ^ 
leave it to the local Building Trades Co nr " 
cils to say who shall and who shall not ba "" 
come affiliated." 

The question was discussed at sonK<^ 
length along the same lines as the dis- 
cussion before it was referred back to tli-^ 
committee. Delegates Huddell, O' Sullivan, 
Duffy, McNulty, Crampton, Raven, Solo- 
mon, Donlin, Featherston, Ryan, Edeler. 

The motion to concur in the report of the 
committee was carried. 

Delegate Duffy — "Your committee has 
no further report." 

Respectfully submitted, Your Committee 
on Law. 

FRANK DUFFY, Cfuiirman, 
J. C; BAHLHORN, 
F. J. McNULTY, Secretary, 
MATT COMERFORD. 
FRANK FEENEY. 

Vice President McSorley received unani- 
mous consent to the introduction, and read 
the following : 

Resolution No. 36 — By Delegates William 
J. McSorley and Luke McKenny, Inter- 
national Union of Wood, Wire and Metal 
Lathers : 

Whereas, Since the adjournment of the 
First Annual Convention of this Depart- 
ment, the inscrutable and all-wise will of the 
Almighty has removed from our midst 
Brother Max Morris, a staunch and loyal 
worker in the arduous field of the labor 
movement, an optimistic, genial find kind 
friend of the oppressed in every craft, and 
a counsellor whose tactful advice did much 
to encourage and sustain the weaker locals 
among the labor organizations of our land, 
and. 

Whereas, Max Morris has, by his volun- 
tary and unselfish efforts in behalf of the 
labor organizations of America, meritorious- 
ly earned all the tributes that we are able 
to \>esto>N wpoTi \i\s ixv^TsvoT^ ^ tlveref ore, be it 
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I, By the Building Trades Depart- 
le American Federation of Labor, 
Annual Convention assembled, In 
of Tampa, Florida, October 18, 
t deeply deploring the untimely 
ay of such a friend and brother, 
to his bereaved family our sincere 
and condolences, with the earnest 
the Hand that bereft will stay 
to comfort and assuage, and be 

I, That a copy of these resolutions 
upon our minutes, and another 
grossed, by our General Secretary- 
and sent to the bereaved family 
3ved brother. 

)lution was adopted by unanimous 
5 of the Convention. 

gsident McSorley obtained unani- 
ent to the introduction of Reso- 
37, referred to the Committee on 



on No. 37. — By Wm. J. McSorley 
McKenny, International Union of 
*e and Metal Lathers : 

s, The President of the Cleveland 
Club, of the American League, 
1 committee from the Cleveland 
Trades Department, several 
o, that he would insert a union 
:he specifications for the erection 
ge new stands and fences to be 
thin and around the Cleveland 
Park, and 

s. The said President disregarded 
le made, and let the contract to 
isly unfair firm of contractors, 
employing, and will continue to 
not checked, non-union and scab 

s, The truth of the statement 
denied that organized workmen 
more to the support of the base 
s of the country than all other 
)mbined, therefore, be it 
, That the General President and 
ecretary-Treasurer of this De- 
ye empowered and instructed to 
communication with the President 
eveland American League Base 
with the object in view of union- 
'ork being done in said Cleveland 
Park, and, be it further 
, That in case of failure of the 
or others in authority In the 
'airs of the Cleveland Base Ball 
comply with the request above 

General President and General 
'reasurer shall have the power to 
s to all Central Labor Unions 

Building Trades Departments 
)resented in the American League 
ting forth the facts as stated 
ject-matter herein submitted. 

McKenny moved that the elec- 
cers be made a special order of 
►r 2 o'clock. Seconded.) 



On motion, duly seconded, the motion pro- 
viding for a special order of business was 
laid upon the table. 

Secretary Spencer read the following 
communication from the Executive Council 
of the A. F. of L. : 
"William J. Spencer, 

"Building Trades Department, American 
Federation of Labor, 

"Tampa Bay Hotel, Tampa, Fla. 

"The Executive Council in session in 
Washington, requests the Convention of the 
Department of Building Trades to empower 
their Executive Council to * comply with 
whatever action may be taken by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor Convention at To- 
ronto in regard to setting the time and 
place for departments of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor to hold their conventions. 

(Signed.) "FRANK MORRISON." 

The communication was referred to Law 
Committee. 

Delegate McKee, for the Special Commit- 
tee to receive donations for the Key West 
storm suflPerers, reported as follows : 

"Tampa, Florida, Oct. 18, 1909. " 

"We, your Special Committee to receive 
subscriptions for the people of Key West 
who suffered from the recent storm, beg 
leave to state that we have collected $165.00, 
as set forth in the attached subscription 
list. 

SUBSCRIPTION LISTS. 

For Key West sufferers, from Delegates 
and visitors to Building Trades Department 
Convention at Tampa, Fla., Oct. 16, 1909 : 

United Brotherhood of Carpenters 

and Joiners ' $ 14.00 

Lathers' Int. Union Delegates 5.00 

Bridge and Structural Iron Workers. 10.00 
International Hod Carriers and B. L. 

U. of V 6.00 

International Assn. Steam Fitters... 5.00 

Elevator Constructors 5.00 

Composition Roofers 3.00 

Stone Cutters 2.00 

Cement Workers 10.00 

Asbestos Workers f 00 

Intl. Union of Steam Engineers 10.00 

United Assn. Journeymen Plumbers 

and Fitters 35.00 

Tile Layers 2.00 

Sheet Metal Workers 10.00 

Amalgamated Carpenters 4.00 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 

and Paper Hangers 10.00 

International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers 10.00 

Int. /Vssn. Marble Workers 2.00 

Operative Plasterers Int. Assn 6.00 

Goo. B. G«ran 10.00 

Thos. J. Williams , 1.00 
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J. W. Hlgens 1.00 

O. E. Woodberry l.OO 

Wm. Loos 2.00 

Total $165.00 

"R. A. McKEE, 
"F. J. McNULTY, 
"D. D'ALESSANDRO." 
On motion of Vice President O' Sullivan 
the committee was authorized to turn the 
amount of money mentioned in the report 
over to the Tampa Board of Trade. 

At a later session the following communi- 
cation was read : 



Tampa, Fla., Oct 18, 1909. 
Received of R. A. McKee, T. J. McNnlty 
and D. d'Alessandro, committee from the 
Building Trades Department of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor Association, the 
sum of $165.00 for the Key West sufferers' 
fund. 

Respectfully, 
[Seal.] W. B. POWELL. 

Secretary Tampa Board of Trade. 

At 12 o'clock the Convention was ad- 
journed under the rules, to reconvene at 2 
o'clock p. m. 



SEVENTH DAY Monday Afternoon Session 



The convention was called to order at 2 
o'clock p. m., Monday, October 18th, Presi- 
dent KIrby in the chair. 

On roll call all Delegates were noted 
present. 

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON PRESIDENT'S 
REPORT. 
. Delegate Tveitmoe, for the committee, re- 
ported as follows : 

Your Committee to which was referred 
the question and status of the Hod Carriers 
and Building Laborers' International Asso- 
ciation, dealt with in President KIrby's re- 
port, beg leave to submit the following : 
supplementary report : 

Your committee finds that President KIrby 
is to be highly commended for his able 
efforts and endeavors to carry out the recom- 
mendation of tho Denver Convention, and it 
is with deep feelings of regret, we find 
that the Executive Officers of the Hod 
Carriers and Building Laborers' Inter- 
national Association have utterly failed to 
comply with the recommendations of this 
Department and purpo.sely neglected to co- 
operate with our President, even to the ex- 
tent of totally ignoring his recommendation, 
which if adopted, would have resulted in 
an eflfective and strong organization of the 
craft. 

We, therefore, recommend 

1st. That the T^xecutive OflScers of the 
H. & B. L. I. Assn. be, and they are 
hereby ordered to furnish the President of 
this Department, on or before January 1, 
1910, with a list of their local unions, num- 
ber of members in good sranding in each 
local imion, a copy of their International 
Constitution, and such other information in 
connection with their organization as the 
President may require. 

J^nd. That the State and Local Depart- 
ments or B. T. Councils be, and they are 



hereby ordered to furnish the President of 
this Department, on or before Jan. 1, 1910, 
with a list of the Independent Hod Car- 
riers' Unions and their members in good 
standing, and such other Information In 
connection with Hod Carriers' organizations, 
In their various localities, as the President 
may require. 

3rd. That the President of this Depart- 
ment acting In conjunction with the Presi- 
dent of the Hod Carriers and Building La- 
borers' International Association, shall call 
a special Convention of all the organized 
Hod Carriers in the United States and 
Canada, to convene In the city of Indian- 
apolis, Ind., on or about first Monday in 
May, 1910. 

4th. That the representation to said 
Convention be, and is hereby fixed on the 
following basis : 

One delegate for one hundred members or 
less ; 

Two delegates for two hundred and fifty 
members ; 

Three delegates for five hundred mem- 
bers ; 

Four delegates for eight hundred mem- 
bers ; 

Five delegates for one thousand mem- 
bers or more. 

5th. That the Convention be held under 
the auspiees and direction of the President 
of this Department. That suspended, ex- 
pelled and independent local unions pay an 
amount of money equal to thirty cents for 
each member in good standing on .January 1, 
1010 ; that said money be paid to the Sec- 
retary-Treasurer of this Department, on or 
before March 1, 1910, and held in custody 
by him, until the Convention at Indianapolis 
completes its labors, at which time (except 
as hereinafter provided for) it is to be 
turned over to he duly authorized officers 
elected by said Convention. 

7th. That the mileage of the delp«rates 
whose unions also had delegates at the Bl- 
mira Convention be paid out of this special 
fund by the Secretary-Treasurer of this 
Departmrnt before he turns it over to the 
duly authorized officer elected by the In- 
dianapolis Convention. 
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8th. 'j hat in the event the Executive 
Officers of the H. C. and B. L. I. Assn. fail 
to comply with the order of this Conven- 
tion and co-operate with the President of 
this Department as hereinbefore specified, 
the Executive Council is hereb^ directed to 
suspend the said H. C. and B. L. I. Assn. 
and request the A. F. of L. to revx)ke it 
Charter, and then proceed without delay to 
organize that craft into one solid and corn- 
Pact International Union, under the protec- 
tion of the Building Trades Department of 
the American Federation of Labor. 

Wm. J. McSORLEY, Chairman, 
P. J. MORRIN, 
B. F. TRIPPLE, 
. FRANK LESLIE, 

O. A. TVEITMOB, Secretary, 

A. motion was made and seconded that the 
^^Port of the committee be concurred in. 

I^elegate d'Alessandro spoke at length in 
opposition to the report of the committee, 
®ta.ting that the Hod Carriers and Bulld- 
^^e Laborers should be allowed to make 
^^Ws for their own organization ; that they 
^a.d held a regular convention and elected 
^^cers and an executive board, and that the 
department should not set a date for their 
Convention. He stated that the organiza- 
tion had not refused to do any tiding ordered 
by the Department ; that they had not vio- 
lated any of the laws of the Department, 
and that they had not refused an applica- 
tion from any outside seceding or inde- 
pendent local union c^f hod carriers or 
bulldins: laborers. He stated that such or- 
ganizations had been invited to become 
part of their International orj^anizatlon but 
had not done so. He stated that the In- 
ternational Union of the Hod Carriers and 
Building Laborers was becoming stronger in 
the past seven months ; that they now had 
a good treasury and it would be unjust to 
compel them to call another convention as 
provided for in the report. 

In concluding his statement Delegate 
d'Alessandro said : "I wanted to comply 
with the recommendation of the Denver 
Convention, but we had no money then to 
do it with. The old oflScers had taken the 
money. Now this is a different proposition. 
We are here representing our International 
Union ; we have our laws ; we have some- 
thing to say, the rest of the officers have 
somothing to say and the local unions have 
something to say. I heard before I came 
here what was to be done. Some other 
national organizations must be built up. We 
have our organization and if anybody wants 
to come in the door is open ; he can come 
in whether he be a suspended, expelled or 



seceding member, on the payment of fifteen 
cents per capita tax and fifteen cents for a 
due book. I made a proposition to the 
committee but they have failed to report 
it. The Secretary also has a copy of it. 
You have a right to reject it, but it should 
at least be read. The delegates do not 
know the proposition we present." 
. Secbetaby Tvbitmob — "When this was 
referred back to the committee for a de- 
tailed and specific report the committe^e took 
the matter up and considered it again very 
carefully. We have submitted again the 
result of our labors. We think we have 
a specific and definite plan in the eight 
propositions. It is true that Delegate 
d'Alessandro submitted a proposition, but 
we also received a communication from 
Herman Lilien and a copy of Delegate 
d'Alessandro's report to his last convention. 
I will read the proposition presented by 
Delegate d'Alessandro and the communica- 
tion from Herman Lilien, which, although 
not very material, has some bearing on the 
case. 

The following proposition was presented 
by Delegate d'Alessandro : 

PBOPOSITIOX PRESENTED BY DELEGATES OF 

THE INTERNATIONAL HOD CARRIERS 

AND BUILDING LABORERS' UNION 

OP AMERICA. 

To the Second Annual Convention of the 
Building Trades Department, Tampa, 
Florida. 

That the Independent Unions be admitted 
to nuMiihPishlp in the International Hod 
Carriers and Building Laborers', on the pay- 
ment of 15 cents for due book and 15 cents 
for one month's per capita tax, in com- 
pliance with the laws of this International 
Hod Carriers and Building Laborers. 

That the officers of the International Hod 
Caviiors and Building Laborers are hereby 
ordered to submit to .a referendum vote of 
their Organization, a request for a special 
Convention in April, 1910, and all locals in 
good standing 90 days prior to April 1st, 
1910, will be entitled to a vote on refer- 
endum, the Convention to be held in Sep- 
tember, 1010, and after April 1st, 1910, all 
Local Departments shall be notified by the 
Secretary of this Department to unseat all 
Locals of Building Laborers not affiliated 
with the International Hod Carriers and 
Building Laborers ; failing to do so, the 
Local Charter to be revoked. 

DOMINICK D'ALESSANDRO, 
JOSEPH B. ETCHISON, 
H. P. SMITH. 

. Secretary Tveitmoe — "I will now read 
the proposition from Herman Lilien :" 
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Delegate d'Allessandro — "I object ; 

that is not a proposition." 

President Kirby — "This is the report of 

the committee." 

Secretary Tveitmoe read the following : 
"Tampa, Florida, 14th October, 1909. 

"Extracts of Report of President d'Alessan- 
dro, of the International Hod Carriers 
and Building Laborers' Union, at the Con- 
vention of said Union, held in Elmira, N. 
Y., Monday, September 27th, '09 : 

"In the same year I also received a medal 
from the King of Italy and was also knighted 
Cavaliere dell Ordine della Corona d'ltalia. 
This I received for the work I had accom- 
plished for the working people of this 
country. This not only benefits myself 
alone, but I think it is an encouragement for 
all the workinc: men of this country. It 
shows that the King of Italy is in sympathy 
with the working people of America. And 
since I have received this honor I find In 
my travels I have had more success In 
building up our organization. In June, 
1908 I was appointed by the Italian Council 
of Boston, Mass., as delegate to attend the 
first Congress held in Rome, Italy, in Oc- 
tober, 1908, to represent the working mstn 
Owing to the fact that my duties as General 
President and General Organizer of this 
International Union kept me engaged, I was 
not able to attend the meeting of the said 
Congress in Rome. However, I sent the 
following resolution to the said Congress in 
Rome which was introduced and recognized 
by the Congress : 

"ITALIAN immigration IN THE UNITED 
STATES. 

"A great deal has been said and written 
about the hard and complicated problem of 
our immigration. Several competent people 
have given suggestions to induce our gov- 
ernment to do something useful for the 
throngs of people who agglomerate in the 
large centers for the reason to put their 
energy together to better their conditions, 
etc., etc. 

"And I, who am a laboring man, had the 
honor of belonging to the committee nomin- 
ated from this colony for the Italian Con- 
gress in Rome, Italy. . I shall expose mod- 
estly, but without reticence, what my ex- 
perience susrsostcd to me. 

"The Italian laborer, for capacity, de- 
termination to work, sobriety and honesty, 
holds the highest place over the laborers 
of other peoples. The immigrant is not 
appreciated. He is ill-treated by the con- 
tractors, hated by the laborers of other 
nationalities, recompensed with low wages 
and defrauded by the same countryman. All 
this looks fantastic, but instead, it is the 
truth 'the true truth.'" 



"We, the members of the Chicago H. C. 
and B. L. Union, take occasion to protest 
and deny the contents of the above-made 
statements. We believe In the American 
labor movement for all, and will dispute at 
any time or place any attitude to the con- 



trary. The writer was sent here by nine 
Locals in Chicago, composed of men of all 
nationalities, (excepting Japs and Chinese,) 
to emphasize that the statement is an hisult 
to American labor, including Italian-Ameri- 
cans, of which there are at least 3,000 In 
the ranks of that great city. The laborer, 
regardless of his birthplace. Is what he 
makes himself, under the protecting laws 
of the country In which he lives, and his 
organization ; his ability as a workman 
either brings him forth or leaves him in the 
under-grades, and under the competitive sys- 
tem, they, the laborers, have the same priv- 
ileges. That he is ill-treated by the con- 
tractors, in some instances, is true, and that 
fact makes it more important that he, the 
Italian laborer, should Join hands with all 
the other laborers, and attain that degree 
of friendship and compact organization for 
a common purpose, rather than making idle 
bf.asts of superiority. We say, again, that 
the ability of the workman makes his work« 
and that none Is superior to the other, but 
rather that having attained a certain degree 
of effectiveness he Is on the par with the 
others. The statement as made by d'Alas- 
sandro Is conducive to what he ought to try 
to evade, class-hatred. The American la- 
borer, (what I mean by these words is all 
the laborers within the borders of our 
country) has passed the stage of Its (class- 
hatred) existence, and will do Its utmost to 
repulse such thoughts. 

"Fraternally submitted, 

"H. LILIBN." 

Secretary Tveitmoe — "The committee 
took into consideration the position of Dele- 
gate d'Alessandro, president of the Hod 
Carriers and Building Laborers, in reference 
to the fifteen cents for per capita and fifteen 
cents for due book. We recomemnd that 
the suspended and expelled unions be re- 
quired to pay an amount of money equal 
to 30 cents a member. We took into con- 
sideration the statement made here that it 
would be a burden for the locals that sent 
delegates to their convention a few weeks 
ago to send delegates to another convention, 
and have provided that their mileage be 
paid out of this special fund. I believe 
the committee is unanimous in this re- 
port." 

Delegate Comerpord — "I did not intend 
to speak on the report, but as Delegate 
d'Alessandro has seen fit to oppose this 
last recommendation of the committee, I 
feel it my duty, as a member of the com- 
mittee that dealt with this question in the 
Denver Convention, to say a few words. 
If the report is adopted it will do something 
to build up the organization that has been 
torn down by these men. If It Is adopted 
you will have an organization of hod car- 
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riers and building laborers within one year 
that will have ten times the membership 
you have in it at the present time." 

Delegate Comerford reviewed the case of 
the Hod' Carriers and Building Laborers as 
it came before the Denver Convention of the 
Department. He also read a number of ex- 
tracts from the report of President d'Ales- 
sandro to the convention of Hod Carriers 
and Building Laborers recently held, and 
criticized it on account of statements made 
by the author in regard to the Italian 
members of the organization. 

Delegate Etchison, in discussing the ques- 
tion, said in part : "I am glad to see that 
so many mechanics in the Build fcig Trades 
are so much interested in the Hod Carriers 
and Building Laborers. Since the Conven- 
tion has been in session they have taken 
more Interest in us than they have in the 
past two years. I would be glad if that 
taterest would continue throughout the next 
year ; but I am afraid when we leave the 
Convention aad go home they will treat us 
as they have in the past. What assurance 
have the organiaztions already in our In- 
ternational that when this Convention Is 
called they will get a single independent or 
dual organization to affiliate? Does this 
Department say they will force this on us 
because they do not like some of our of- 
ficers? Are they going to force on us an- 
other convention whether or not we get one 
of these outside organizations to come in? 
The thing to do is to recommend that 
those outside organizations start paying 
per capita tax on the first of January and 
then lot them call the convention them- 
selves. Lot them pay in for sixty or ninety 
days, then let them set a time when a con- 
vention will be called. How do we know 
that the organizations that are in the In- 
ternational now will not go out as a result 
of it? I think the sensible thing to do is 
to give us all a chance at settling the con- 
vention." 

Delegate McKee, in discussing the ques- 
tion, said in part : "The report recommends 
that the convention be called and that the 
expenses of the delegates of local unions 
that attended the recent convention will be 
paid for out of the special fund. What as- 
surance has the committee that there will 
be a sufficient amount of money to pay those 
expenses? They must have some knowledge 
to make such a recommendation." 



Delegate Tvbitmoe — "Yes, we have the 
knowledge. We have the assurance that 
the local Building Trades Councils and the 
local independent organizations ipf Hod 
Carriers are desirous of seeing all those 
locals in the International if there is a 
practicable plan whereby they can get in 
and form a real organization. The com- 
mittee is quite satisfied that if this plan 
Is adopted and carried out there will be a 
good, healthy, strong convention in Indian- 
apolis." 

Delegate McKee — "Is that communica- 
tion from Chicago from the locals ? Is 
there anything in that that can be con- 
strued as coming from the locals?" 

Delegate Tveitmoe — "It Is signed by 
their president." 

Delegate McKee — "I am one of those 
who believe if there are any concessions to 
be made they should be made by those on 
the outside, not by those who stood back 
to back and shoulder to shoulder with us. 
T^e report ot their President has been 
quoted. I know something of the limitation 
there is on the argument of a man who is 
not altogether familiar with our language, 
and 1 was more than sorry to see the 
question of race prejudice brought in here." 

Delegate McKee continued the discussion 
for some time, speaking in favor of the 
proposition of Delegate d'Alessandro. 

Delegate Crampton, in discussing the 
question, said in part : "It may be possible 
that we can eventually obtain the fourteen 
thousand men now out ; but it is also pos- 
sible that we may lose a large percentage 
of the nine thousand now in the Inter- 
national Union." 

Delegate Hud dell offered as a substitute 
for the report of the committee the propo- 
sition presented by Delegates d'Alessandro, 
Etchison and Smith. 

In discussing the question, Delegate Hud- 
dell said in part : "Those international of- 
ficers who take the part of the seceding 
orrranizations may have some seceding or- 
ganizations rammed down their throats by 
this Department if thoy adopt this report. 
Allow them to have a referendum vote of 
every organization, seceding and everything 
else that wants to come in and be^in pay- 
ing per capita; let them handle their own 
aH'airs. They have an organization ; they 
held a convention, and that convention 
found no fault with the report of their 
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president that has been criticized. They 
have an organization that should com- 
mand our respect, and we have no right 
to do anything but accept their own propo- 
sition. They say they are willing to call 
a special convention, that they are willing 
to meet those m(?n, but first they say to 
them — what they ought to say — 'Come into 
the organization and show your good faith 
by paying your per capita tax to our in- 
ternational organization. Show that you 
want a convention by voting on this propo- 
sition,. And if a majority of the votes on 
that referendum are in favor of a conven- 
tion it will be held." 

President Kirby stated that the vote 
would be upon the report of the commit- 
tee. 

Delegate Huddell — "What rules govern 
this convention?" 

President Kirby — "Where our own rules 
do not provide what we shall do Roberts* 
Rules of Order govern." 

Delegate Huddell — "Then I demand 
that the vote be on the substitute." 

President Kirby — "It has been the rule 
of the Convention up to this time to vote 
first on the report of the committee. The 
chair does not feel inclined to change the 
precedent unless the Convention so decides. 
You can appeal from the ruling of the 
chair. If the report is not carried we will 
vote on the substitute." 

A roll call was asked for by the requisite 
number of delegates, and Secretary Spen- 
cer proceeded to call the roll. 

boll call on report of committee on 
president's report on the hod 
carriers and building labor- 
ERS' CASE. 

Ay 68 — Delegates Kennedy, (A.), Morrin, 
DuflPy, Featherston, Macfarlane, Kirby, Hen- 
derson, Cosgrove, Deegon, Malloy, Goellnitz, 
Tveitmoe, Raven, Solomon, Comerford, 
Hannahan, McSorley, Price, O'Sulllvan, 
Redding, Proudlove, Smith, (E.), Leslie, 
Swick, Hedrick, Tripple, Donlin, Coefleld, 
Leonard, Clark, Spencer, Edeler — 32. 

Nays — Delegates Ryan, Young, Atkinson, 
Crampton, Huddell, McKee, d'Alessandro, 
Etchison, Smith, (H. P.), McKenny, Bobb, 
Kennedy, J. F.), Alcott, Rau, Garrett, 
Leps — 16. 

President Kirby — "The report of the 
committee is adopted." 



Delegate d'Alessandro — "I will appei 
to the convention of the American Federi 
tion of Labor in Toronto from the d« 
cision." 

President Kirby — "Your appeal will 
made a matter of record." 



REPORT OF COMMITliiE ON ADJUSX^- 
MENT. • 
Delegate Featherston — "The committed 
took the following action on the jurisdic- 
tion dispute as reported upon by President 
Kirby :" 

We, your committee, recommend that ' 
where there are existing agreements be- 
tween the American Brotherhood of Cement 
Workers and International Union of Hod 
Carriers and Building Laborers, they shall 
remain the same, but we concede the right 
to the Cement Workers to control all labor- 
ers working exclusively at the Cement in- 
dustry. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be concurred 
in. 

Delegate d'Alessandro spoke in opposition 
to the adoption of the report. 

Delegate Alcott — "I desire to say that 
if that is supported we will have to file a 
protest to the American Federation of La- 
bor." 

President Kirby— "This does not apply 
to your Industry ; it applies to the cement 
Industry." 

Delegate Alcott — "We do waterproofing, 
which is below the ground in many In- 
stances, and we have to prepare muddy 
bottoms with cement. We have been stop- 
ped from doing it. I offer this protest, 
and wish to be so recorded In the minutes 
of this Convention." 

Delegate Etchison spoke at length In op- 
position to the report of the committee. 

Vice President O' Sullivan in the chair. 

Delegate Goellnitz spoke at length in 
support of the report of the committee. He 
stated that his organization wanted the 
cement industry for the cement worker, 
laborer and helper. He stated that they did 
not ask for brick or hollow tile. 

Delegate Malloy spoke m ravor of the 
report of the committee, and discussed the 
situation In St. Louis at some length. 

Delegate Smith spoke in opposition of the 
report of the committee, and read the juris- 
diction claims of both organizations In 
dispute. He stated that the cement workers 
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Were not only infringing on the Hod Car- 
tiers and Building Laborers but on four 
or five other trades ; that they were me- 
chanics and should not do the laborers' 
Work: and that the adoption of the report 
Would mean that building laborers would 
have to carry several cards In order to do 
the work that belonged to them on build- 
ings. He stated there were now dual or- 
ganizations in the field, and if the report 
should be adopted it would tend to the 
formation of other dual organizations. 

Delegate Tveitmoe spoke in favor of the 
report of the committee. He stated that 
the helpers became cement workers, and 
that ninety-nine per cent of the cement 
workers In the Brotherhood had become 
mechanics in that way. He went into the 
question of the cement Industry, and spoke 
of the vast amount of cement construction 
In California. 

The report of the committee was adopted. 

Delegate Smith, (H. P.) — "I will take 
an appeal to the American. Federation of 
Labor." 

Chairman O'Sullivan — "The appeal will 
be noted." 

Resolution No. 25— By Delegates P. M. 
Ryan, P. J. Morrin, M. J. Young, Inter- 
national Association of Bridge and Struc- 
tural Iron Workers. 

Whereas, The right of the International 
Association of Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers to control the fabrication, erection 
and placing of steel and iron used In rein- 
forced concrete and cement construction is 
disputed by several trades affiliated with 
this Department, and 

Whereas, the contractors and architects 
are taking advantage of this chaotic state 
of affairs and using one organization against 
another, to the detriment of both ; therefore 
be it 

Resolved, by this Department In con- 
vention assembled, tnat the fabrication, erec- 
tion and placing of all iron and steel in re- 
inforced concrete and cement construction 
properly belongs to the International Asso- 
ciation of Bridge and Structural Iron Work- 
ers, and that they are hereby conceded full 
and complete jurisdiction over this class of 
work. 

The committee reported as follows : 

Your Committee, after reviewing the case 
thoroughly and also examining the decision 
handed down by the Denver Convention, 
cannot Justify the claim of the Metal 
Lather to this class of work, and therefore 
we recommend that the work be awarded to 
the Bridge and Structural Iron Workers 
on all floor construction. 



The statement was made by the committee 
that Delegate Featherston refused to sign 
the report. 

Vice President McSorely — "I desire to 
ask for a ruling on this question. The 
committee reports that a portion of the 
subject-matter was decided at Denver. Sec- 
tion 34 says that no grievance shall be 
considered by any convention that has been 
decided by a previous convention, except 
upon the recommendation of the Executive 
Council, nor shall any grievance be con- 
sidered where the parties thereto have not 
previously held a conference and attempted 
to reach an agreement themselves. This 
was settled by the Denver Convention of 
this Department, and the Executive Council 
took no action on the matter. I make that 
as a point of order. Has* this convention a 
right, according to the Constitution, to 
consider this matter at this time'r" 

Chairman O'Sullivan — "The chair will 
rule that, in view of the fact that the 
Convention has already considered the mat- 
ter, and has referred it to a committee, 
that it is in order." 

Vice President McSorlet — I must ap- 
peal from the decision of the chair." 

Delegate Featherston— ^-"This was not 
considered by the Convention ; but the reso- 
lution was presented and referred to the 
committee." 

Chairman O'Sullivan — "The resolution 
was considered by the Convention and re- 
ferred to the proper committee. It should 
have been stopped there. Now it has 
gone so far I see no reason why it should 
not be considered." 

President Kirby in the chair. 

The chairman asked Vice President Mc- 
Sorley to state his point of order. 

Vice President McSorley — "My conten- 
tion is that there has been an unfair ad- 
vantage taken of me and my organization 
by the Bridge and Structural Iron Work- 
ers, insofar as we nave not come here 
prepared to combat the proposition before 
the convention at this time. We believed 
the provisions of the Constitution would be 
adhered to and that the matter would not 
be permitted by this Convention to be taken 
up. I stated to my own convention In my 
report that the president of the iron work- 
ers and myself would try to have commit- 
tees from both organizations meet and try 
to arrive at an amicable understanding 
between the two organizations in reference 
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to the work In dispute, and with this end 
in view I wou^d r'commend to the Con- 
vention that the incoming General Presi- 
dent and Secretary Treasuior be Instructed 
to meet a lilse committee from the Bridge 
and Structural Iron Worljers to endeavor 
to bring about an agreement between them. 
This proves that we had no intimation 
the matter would be brought up here." 

Vice President O'Sullivan — "He quoted 
Section 34. If the dele?:ates will read Sec- 
tions 25 and 26 they will understand that 
I ruled in accordance with the Constitu- 
tion. As far as I can learn the two or- 
ganizations in this case did hold a con- 
ference and failed to arrive at an adjust- 
ment of their diflPerences. I hold that ac- 
cording to Section 26 of the Constitution 
the resolution is properly before the Con- 
vention and should be considered." 

Vice President McSorley — "We met 
and agreed to submit further propo- 
sitions." 

Delegate McNulty — 'Have tue two or- 
ganizations met on this subject?" 

Vice President Ryan — "At Denver we 
gave the lather a lot of work ; we are not 
disputing that. Now he is coming back 
again. We did have a meeting ; we met in 
your oflace. President KIrby." 

President Kirby — "The parties had one 
meetin? in Washington ; it Is my impression 
they agreed to meet again to take up other 
matters." 

Vice President Ryan — "This resolution 
does not include one ounce of work passed 
on by the Denver Contention. I am not 
attempting to take one iota of that de- 
cision away. I will show that my organi- 
zation is entitled to that work. No classi- 
fication of work covered in the Denver 
Convention is covered in this resolution." 

A roll call on the question was demanded, 
and the demand sustained by a sufficient 
number of delegates to warrant its being 
called. 

ROLL CALL ON APPEAL FROM THE RULING OP 
CHAIRMAN O'SriLIVAN ON A POINT OP 
ORDER RAISED TO THE CONSIDER- 
ATION OP RESOLUTION NO. 25. 

Ayes — DeleTates Ryan, ^Young, Morrin, 
Atkinson, Crampton, Kirby, Malloy, Hud- 
dell, McKee, d'Alessandro, Smith, (H. P.), 
Price, Redding, Bobb, Kennedy, (J. F.), 
Proudlove, Leslie, Smith, (E.), Swick, Hed- 
rlck, Trinple, Donlin, Spencer, Alcott, 
Edeler — 25. 



'Says — Delegates Duflfy, Featherston, Mac- 
farlane, Henderson, Cosgrove, Deegon, 
Goellnitz, McNulty, Raven, Solomon, Etchi- 
son, McSorley, McKenny, Coefleld, Leonard, 
Clark, Garrett, Leps — 18. 

PRESIDENT Kirby — "The ruling of the 
chair is sustained. 

Vice President O'Sullivan in the chair. 

The chairman stated that the recommen- 
dation of the committee was before the 
Convention. 

Vice President McSorley — "I desire to 
say before going Into tne matter of this 
subject, and before the decision of the 
Convention is rendered, that we do not be- 
lieve It is in accordance wiia the Consti- 
tution, and we reserve the right to appeal 
to the American Federation of Labor." 

Vice President McSorley discussed the 
question at length, referring to i.*ie decision 
of the Denver Convention of the Building 
Trades Department, and referring to agree- 
ments signed by the Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers and decisions of their Con- 
vention. He stated that the decision of 
the Denver Convention, which had been 
adopted by a roll call vote, had a bearing 
on the subject-matter of the resolution in- 
t»*oduced by the Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers. He stated that the lathers 
were not only claiming the work mentioned 
but that they were doing it. 

Vice President Ryan discussed the ques- 
tion at great length, stating that the con- 
ference held in Washington with the rep- 
resentatives of the Lathers was to define 
the work awarded In Denver. He stated 
that his organization had carried out the 
Denver decision and meant to abide by it 
He described in detail the work on various 
buildings done by both trades, and men- 
tioned spwiflc instances where it had been 
done by the members of the Bridge and 
Structural Iron Workers. He stated that he 
had shown photographs of the work to the 
committee. 

At the hour for adjournment Vice Presi- 
dent Ryan had not completed his statement, 
and the chairman informed him that he 
would have the privilege of the fioor at the 
opening of the next session. 

At 5 :,35 p. m., the rules were suspended 
and the Convention was adjourned to meet 
at 7 :30 o'clock p. m. 
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SEVENTH DAY~Monday Evening Session 



The Convention was called to order at 
7 :30 o'clock p. m., Monday, October 18th, 
President Klrby in the chair. 

On roll call all delegates were reported 
present- 
Vice President Ryan continued his dis- 
cussion of the report of the Committee on 
Resolution No. 25. 

Delegate McKenny discussed the question, 
and said in part : "Delegate Ryan stated 
that the Denver Convention specifically 
voted against giving the Lather floor con- 
struction. He cannot point out a line in 
the report of that convention that speci- 
fically grants it to the Iron Workers or speci- 
fically takes it away from the Lather. The 
Denver Convention granted metallic lath- 
ing and the installation of it to the Lather. 
You evidently lose sight of the fact that in 
a good many systems of floor construction 
metallic lath is used and is put in as 
lathers are accustomed to install metallic 
lath for plastering. The jurisdiction given 
us in Denver granted us clips and hangers. 
In a large number of instances they are 
used in floor construction, and must neces- 
sarily convey the impression that it is an 
omission rather than a specific ruling 
that caused the Denver committee to leave 
the floor construction out of their report, be- 
cause when they handed us clips and hanj^ers 
it was evident to my mind that they in- 
tended to give us floor construction speci- 
fically." 

Delkgatk DiFFY — "I do not wish to dis- 
cuss the merits of the case : I cannot be- 
lieve it is the desire or the wish of the 
Lather to take advantai?e of the Iron 
Worker, or of the Iron Worker to take ad- 
vantage of the Lather. I therefore wish to 
submit a substitute for the committee's 
report after listening to both sides of the 



SUBSTITUTE FOR REPORT OF COMMITTEE. 

"As the Iron Workers and Lathers held 
a meeting some time ago for the purpose of 
coming to an agreement relative to the re- 
port in question, and as they mutually 
agreed to postpone the meeting until a later 
date ; therefore this Convention refuses to 
take action until such time as the post- 
poned meeting has been held and action 
taken. Failing to come to an agreement 
the Executive Council stands instructed to 
render a decision in the controversy between 



the two organizations, which will be bind- 
ing until the next Convention of this De- 
partment." 

President Kirby — "That will be taken 
up after the report of the committee." 

Delegate Morrin discussed the question 
at length, and said in part: "We want 
and claim that work, and we are doing it. 
We do the work and control it in all the 
Middle West and Western States, and no- 
body can dispute our right to do It there. 
The Lathers claim the work, but there are 
only a few cities where they do it. Some of 
the work they claim is small ; a majority of 
it runs from flve-eighths to two Inches. In 
St. Louis we had flfty men on a job for 
six months and the Lather never claimed 
any of the work. New York has been re- 
ferred to. It is easy for anybody to take 
an edge on the Iron Worker there. We 
have been out on a strike for four years, 
and he gets the work there because he Is 
willing to do it for less than the Iron 
Worker. We don't allow helpers or laborers, 
and the other fellow can make better con- 
ditions. That is why we lose. We claim 
the work and do the work all throughout 
the West and Middle West." 

Vice President McSorley — "We stated 
in the outset that we were willing to at- 
tempt to settle this in a manner satisfac- 
tory to both organizations, and if I op- 
posed the substitute I would be rebuking 
my own statement ; but I want to say most 
emphatically that the besmirching of our 
orfranization that has been attempted is 
absolutely false. He practically calls us 
strike-breakers. Such a statement is not 
true.'* 

Delegate Morkin — "I said the only city 
that amounted to anything where we had 
no chance to get work in New York, and 
that is on account of our members being 
out on strike." 

Vice President Ryan — "I thought there 
was a move on foot after adjournment to 
stall this off. Did anybody attempt to 
stall off the Denver decision? There was a 
move made to refer it back to the Execu- 
tive Coimcil and it was fought. This is to 
be sent, back for tae same purpose. We 
had a conference with the Lather last 
March ; the chair ruled that we did have 
it ; now we want this settled here. The 
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resolution has nothing to do with the 
Denver decision. The Denver decision was 
a class all by itself. I don't want the sub- 
stitute and I don't want any dodging. I 
want you to do as I did in this Convention. 
I sat here at my table all through every 
session and I voted on every question. That 
is always my plan. Now if this Depart- 
ment is going to be a success it will be 
made a success by the men who face a 
crisis, who are leaders, who take the re- 
sponsibility that goes with leadership. I 
do not say that because an election is com 
ing on I will not do what I think is right. 
Now we ask the floor construction for the 
Iron Worker. We want it, light and heavy, we 
want it all, or we want you to give it all to 
the other fellow. That was done with the 
light iron work ; you have decided that, 
but this work mentioned in the resolution 
is not connected with lathing, it is not 
connected with plastering." 

Delegate McKee spoke in opposition to the 
substitute offered by Delegate DuflPy, and 
said in part : "The Iron Worker has sub- 
mitted a clear-cut statement, and they have 
supported it in my judgment by good, clear, 
logical arguments. There is no necessity 
for anyone to get up and laud the Iron 
Worker for the position he has been taking 
in the past ; we all know his troubles. We 
have had diflaculties with them in the past, 
but we never went to their oflBce that we 
did not have our grievances redressed. As 
time permits we are clearing up all our 
difficulties. They have always claimed this 
class of work so far as I know. Why the 
delegates, having the facts and the evi- 
dence before them, should want to shirk 
this I cannot see. I am of the opinion 
that now is the time to settle this ques- 
tion." 

Vice President McSorley, in making a 
final statement, said in part : "No matter 
how much the delegates have discussed this 
it is no more than right that they should see 
tnat this proposition is investigated. JLiCt 
them go out and see some of the work and 
come back and tell us whether i. belongs to 
us (r to the Iron Workers. It is all right 
to discuss this question and say we thor- 
oi fehly understand it, and then be guided 
by sentiment because of what some organiza- 
lion has done for your organization. That 
has no bearing on the subject whatever with 
us. We are looking for justice, and we 
don't want you to be guided by sentiment. 



As to the photographs exhibited by our 
opponents, I desire to say now fairly and 
squarely I am not in a position to say 
whether or not they are our men or not 
who are working on the jobs. It has never 
been proven to me that they are. We want 
this question adjusted fairly, we want to 
have some consideration. We are willing 
to meet the people on the othfer side and 
discuss this proposition with them. Then 
if we cannot arrive at an amicable under- 
•s finding let the Executive Council render 
a decision which will be binding until the 
next Convention, and I assure you my or- 
ganization, as long as I am a leader of It, 
will abide by the decision until the next 
convention." 

The question was discussed further by 
Vice President Ryan, Delegate McKee and 
Delegate Tveltmoe. 

On motion debate was closed. 

At the request of Vice President Ryan, 
supported by the requisite one-fifth of the 
delegates, a roll call was ordered. 

IIOLL CALL ON REPORT OF ADJUSTMENT COli- 
MITTEB ON RESOLUTION NO. 25. 

Ayes — Delegates Ryan, Young, Morrin, 
Atkinson, Crampton, Comerford, McKee, 
Hannahan, Huddell, d'Alessandro, Etchison, 
O' Sullivan, Redding, Bobb, Kennedy, (J. F.), 
Proudlove, Leslie, Smith, (E.), Swick, Hed- 
rick, Donlin, Spencer, Alcott, Rau, Garrett, 
Edeler— 26. 

Nays — Delegates Kennedy, (A.), Duffy, 
Featherston, Macfarlane, Kirby, Henderson, 
Cosgrove, Deegon, Malloy, Goellnitz, Tvelt- 
moe, McNulty, Raven, Solomon, McSorley, 
McKenny, Price Coefield, Leonard, Clark, 
Leps — 21. 

President Kirby — "The report of the 
committee is concurred in." 

Vice President McSorley — "I want to 
serve notice now to the convention that I 
will take an appeal to the American Fed- 
eration of Labor on the unconstitutional 
action of this Convention." 

President Kirby — "The appeal will be 
noted." 

Delegate Featherston — "The following 
was referred to the committee :" 

"Philadelphia Building Trades Council vs. 
Iron Workers, the following communica- 
tion was read : 

"Philadelphia, Pa., Oct. 12, 1909. 

"Mr. Jas. Kirby, President, 

"Bldg. Trades Dept., A. F. of L. 

"Dear Sir and Brother : 
"Some two weeks ago a grierance was 
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lodged In the above Council by the Int. 
Asso. of Marble Workers No. 8, in which 
the Int. Asso. of Bridge and Structural 
Iron Workers, No. 1.*^, was charged with 
trespassing on the Jurisdiction of Local No. 
8 by setting slate treads on the stairways 
in the Wannamakor Building. The griev- 
ance, in accordance with the laws of the 
local Council, was referred to the proper 
committee. This committee recommended 
that the case be referred to the Building 
Trades Department and a request be made 
of that body for a speedy decision. 

"With best wishes, I am, 

"Yours fraternally, 
"CHARLES E. LEPS, Secretary." 

Executive Council Is of the opinion that 
the proper manner in which the above mat- 
ter should be treated, would be a submis- 
sion* of the entire subject to a conference 
of International representatives, as pro- 
vided for in Section 26 of the General Con- 
stitution, and the parties in interest, in- 
formed to that effect. 

Delegate Feathbbston — "This was dis- 
posed of by the Executive Council. The 
committee took no action." 

Resolution No. 32 — By Charles H. Leps, 
International Union of Ceramic, Mosaic and 
Encaustic Tile Layers and Helpers. 

WnBiiEAS, Local Union No. 19, Amalga- 
mated Sheet Metal Workers and Plasterers 
Union, No. 8, O. P. I. A., have seen fit to 
withdraw from the Building Trades Council 
of Philadelphia, therefore be it 

Resolved, That this Department in con- 
vention assembled require the respective In- 
ternational Unions named to require their 
locals to rpafflliate in accordance with the 
laws of this Department. 

Tho committee recommended that the 
resolution be concurred in. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 31 — By Delegates Donlin, 
McGIvern and Trlpple, of O. P. 1. A. 
To the Officers and Delegates of the Building 

Trades Department of the American 

Federation of Labor : 

We, the above delegates, representing the 
Operative Plasterers' International Asso- 
ciation, do hereby protest against the Cera- 
mic, Mosaic and Encaustic Tile Layers' and 
Helpers' , Association for violation of the 
agreement entered Into between said or- 
ganizations ; therefore be it 

Resolved, That in Section 1 of the pres- 
ent aL'reement the word "by" shall be 
stricken out and the words "shall be the 
work of" inserted instead, to read as fol- 
lows : 

"It is hereby agreed that on all walls and 
ceilings which a foundation or base coat is 
put on shall be the work of the Plasterers," 
etc. 

The committee recommended that the mat- 
ter be referred to the Executive Council for 
adjustment. 

Delegate Leps — "I do not quite under- 



stand why the representative of the Tile 
Layers was not called before the Executive 
Council in this matter, but Inasmuch as he 
was not, I do not suppose the violation 
complained of has been so serious as to re- 
quire it. In the resolution, after the viola- 
tion is complained of, is a proposed amend- 
ment, an amendment of an agreement en- 
tered into between the representatives of 
the Tile Layers' Union and the Plasterers' 
Union. I have in my possession a certified 
copy of that agreement entered into, rati: 
fled by the American Federation of Labor 
and signed by Frank Morrison. I ask 
that it be incorporated in the proceedings 
and presented to the Executive Council with 
this action." 

The request of Delegate Leps was com- 
plied with, the following being the certified 
copy of agreement referred to : 

(Extracts from Minutes Executive Council 
Meeting, January 11-18, 1909.) 

The following .agreement entered into be- 
tween the Tile Layers' International Union 
and the Operative Plasterers' International 
Association, was approved and ordered made 
part of the minutes of this meeting : 

This Agreement made and entered into 
by the Operative Plasterers' International 
Association, and the Cermaic, Mosaic and 
Encaustic Tile Layers and Helpers' Inter- 
national Union for the purpose of defining 
the demarcation line of jurisdiction cover- 
ing the preparation of walls and ceilings 
for the reception of tile. 

1. It is agreed that upon all walls 
upon which a foundation or base coat is 
put by the Plasterers, ample room shall be 
allowed for the final coat of not less than 
three-eighths of an inch to be put on by the 
Tile Layers to act as a binder and regulator 
for the fioat coat upon which the tile is 
placed. 

2. It is also agreed that the Plasterers 
shall use only sand and cement In the 
preparation of walls for the work as above 
stipulated. 

3. It is further agreed and understood 
that this shall not interfere with the right 
to the Tile Layers to do all scratch-coat- 
ing on all small jobs of one or two ordinary 
sized bathrooms. 

4. It is further agreed that no scratch 
coating shall be put on except by the me- 
chanics of either trade. 

(Signed.) H. C. RAASCH, 

Pres. C. M. and E. T. L. and H. I. A. 
JOHN DONLIN, 

Pres. O. P. I. A. 
CHAS. A. LEPS, 
Representative of Tile Layers I. U. 
PETER G. COOK, 
O. P. I. A. 
The above is a true copy of minutes. 
(Signed) FRANK MORRISON, 

Se&y. A. F. of L. 
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The report of the committee on Resolu- 
tion No. 31 was then adopted. 

Delegate Featherston announced that that 
completed the report of the Committee on 
Adjustment, and that it was signed by the 
committee, 

J. G. HANNAHAN, Chairman, 
D. F. FEATHER STN, Secretary, 
THOMAS REDDING, 
J. C. SKEMP, 
JOHN DONLIN. 
REPORT OF SUB-COMMITTEE ON AD- 
JUSTMENT. 
Delegate Crampton, for the committee, re- 
ported as follows : 

Resolution No. 18 — By Delegate Frank A. 
Alcott, International Brotherhood of Com- 
position Roofers, Damp and Water-proof 
Workers. 

Tampa, Fla., Oct. 12, 1909. 

Whereas, At the formation of the Build- 
ing Trades Department the complete claim 
of jurisdiction of the International Brother- 
hood of Composition Roofers, Damp and 
Water-proof Workers was not fully stated, 
and 

Whebeas, the above mentioned Brother- 
hood at a regular convention convened and 
held in the city of Cincinnati, Ohio, August 
16, 1909, discussed the printed report 
of proceedings of 1908 of the Building 
Trados Department, paere 25, insofar as it 
refers to jurisdiction claim of Composition 
Roofers, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the claim of jurisdiction 
be made to read : "All forms of Plastic, 
Slate, Sla?, Gravel and all kinds of 
Asphalt and Composition Roofing, Damp and 
Water-prooflns^, including Rock Asphalt 
Mastic, when used for Damp or Water- 
proofing ; all Paper Roofing and all Com- 
pressed Paper, all Chemically Prepared 
i app's when used for roofin<?, and Damp- 
proofing purposes, with or without coating, 
In or outside of buildings, including all Damp 
Courses or Sheathing, or Coating on all 
Foundation Wo'-k, also all Tar Concrete 
Floors ; the handling, hoisting and laying of 
Brick or Tile or other form of Pavement as 
a wearing surface and protection to Water- 
proofing to be laid in any form of bitumen 
compound or Mastic, over Waterproofing 
above or below ground, level or over Water- 
proofed floors. 

The handling, hoisting and attending 
Bricklayers, when the brick or tile are 
laid In cement mortar as a paved protection 
to Waterproofing 

The mixing and applying of Cement Mor- 
tar Safety Courses and Concrete Protection 
to Waterproofing, In Its various uses." 

The committee recommended that the Con- 
vention instruct the Executive Council of 
this Department to call a conference of the 
Cement Workers, Hod Carriers and Build- 



ing Laborers, and Composition Roofers at 
a time and place to be designated by the Ex- 
ecutive Council, for the purpose of adjudi- 
cation of this claim. 

Vice President Hannahan — "I notice 
the recommendation of the committee does 
not touch on the jurisdiction claim made by 
the ' Composition Roofers on hoisting. I 
would like to ask Brother Alcott what he 
means by hoisting?" 

Delegate Alcott — "On high buildings 
they are hoisted by the engineers, of course. 
We cannot run an engine ; we have not got 
that far." 

Delegate Lbps — "When you mention 'tile, 
I suppose it Is roofing tile?" 

Delegate Alcott — "That is what is says, 
'and tile over waterproof.' It is for pro- 
tection for the waterproofing. We cannot 
permit people who are not Identified with 
our trade to run around over the water- 
proofing. Our employers are responsible 
for the work. We cannot lay the tile in 
cement. When we lay it in mastic and 
such materials, which are chemically com- 
pounded, the base of which is either asphalt 
or coal tar, we claim the right to lay them. 
When we first came in here I am sorry to 
say my predecessor overlooked that." 

Delegate Alcott spoke at length of the 
work done by his trade, describing some 
parts of it in detail, and concluded by say- 
ing : "We only ask a right to protect our 
work. We are the poorest paid mechanics 
in the Department, especially in the East. 
In the West our brothers are better paid. 
Every time we go to our employers for an 
increase in wages they say to us, 'Until 
you can fix this up among yourselves, until 
you can guarantee to have these conces- 
sions made, we cannot advance you.* We 
cannot aflford them any guarantee because 
we cannot have a man on the work. If we 
put down the waterproof and leave the job 
the next mechanic that comes in does not 
care about it and it is injured." 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

Resolution No. 29 — By Delegates Thomas 
G. Badgley, U. A. Plumbers, Gas Fitters, 
Steam Fitters and Steam Fitters* Helpers ; 
John F. Kennedy, Sheet Metal Workerse' In- 
ternational Illlance : Wm. J. McSorley, 
Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers International 
Union. 
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Whereas, The following Locals, viz : 
Electrical Workers No. 103, U. A. Plumbers, 
Steam Fitters and Helpers' Local 12, Sheet 
Metal Workers Local 17, Wood, Wire and 
Metal Latliers Local No. 72, and U. A. Gas 
Fitters No. 175, of Boston, Mass., were sus- 
pended and fined by Boston Building Trades 
Department for alleged failure to comply 
with its mandates, and 

Whereas, Under existing conditions the 
fine and suspension were both unjust and 
uncalled for, and 

Whereas, Punishment was meted out to 
the above Locals while other Locals affili- 
ated with the above Department committed 
the identical alleged offense and escaped the 
fine and suspension imposed by the said 
Department and some locals resorting to and 
practicing the open-shop methods also 
evaded both fine and suspension, and 

Whereas, the Local Constitution of the 
Boston Department was violated in several 
ways in the imposition of the fine and sus- 
pension of said Locals, and 

Whereas, Two of the above Locals have 
paid the fine imposed under protest and 
with the understanding that the whole mat- 
ter be referred to this Convention for final 
adjustment, and 

Whereas, Three of the above Locals 
positively refused to pay the fine imposed 
until a docision has been renc'ared by this 
Convention and as consequence the whole 
movement in Boston has been and is re- 
tarded. 

Be It Therefore Resolved, That the whole 
matter be referred to this Convention for 
adjustment to the end that the irreparable 
injury wronj?fully inflicted upon the above 
Locals may be righted by having the fines 
paid under protest by the two above Locals 
returned to same and the fines and suspen- 
sion against the other Locals removed, and 
that the disgraceful condition of affairs that 
at present exist in Boston among the 
Building Trades may be brought to an end. 

The committee recommended that the 
Convention endorse the decision of ihe Ex- 
ecutive Council of the Building Trades De- 
partment. 

President Kirby — "I believe the Execu- 
tive Council concurred in their right to 
fine." 

Vice President McSorley — "I do not 
want to oppose the report of the committee, 
but I want Delegate Crampton to verify 
a statement that was made by Brother Hud- 
dell, of Boston, to the effect that the other 
organizations that participated in It would 
be fined likewise. I have no apologies to 
offer for our organization's doing wrong, and 
if they did do wrong — and I am almost 
convinced they did — I am satisfied they 
should be disciplined ; but I want it under- 
stood tnat this penalty will be applicable to 
other trades that did the same ixxing." 

Delegate Crampton — "He asks for veri- 



fication. Adjudication is enough, but when 
it comes to verification it is a difficult ♦ 
proposition. The question was asked be- 
fore the committee, 'Would the other or- 
ganizations be fined V It was the expression 
of the committee that they would. The de- 
cision of the Executive Council was that 
the Department could not deny the right 
of the Boston Building Trades Council to 
discipline the locals because of their fail- 
ure to obey the Council." 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred in. 

The following supplementary report of 
the Executive Council was referred to the 
Committee on Adjustment, and by them re- 
ferred to the sub-committee : 

Tampa, Fla., Oct. 14, 1909. 
"meeting op the executive council, 
building trades department. 

"The Executive Council was called in 
Extra Session at the Tampa Bay Hotel, and 
was presided over by President Kirby, the 
full Board being in attendance. 

(Telegram referred to Executive Council.) 
^'Elevator Constructors vs. Electrical Work- 
ers. 

"Chicago, 111., Oct 13. 
"Frank Feeney, care Jas. Kirby, Tampa Bay 

Hotel, Tampa. 

"Otis refuses to come to terms. Elec- 
tricians, non-union Carpenters, Building 
Laborers, still nvorking. 

"FITZPATRICK." 

Delegate Feeney appeared before the 
Council and stated that the Electrical 
Workers in Chicago are taking the places 
of the Elevator Constructors on certain 
classes of work — this being done contrary 
to the decision of Judge Grosscup, arbitra- 
tor in the dispute between the Elevator 
Constructors and Machinists, and that they 
have refused to quit in line with the de- 
cision rendorod. He requested that some 
action be taken that will require the Elec- 
trical Workers as an organization afliliated 
with the Department to observe the de- 
cision. 

Later, Delegate McNulty was invited to 
attend the meeting of the Executive Council, 
and gave for the reason of the Electrical 
Workers* refusal to comply with the de- 
cision — that an agreement existed between 
the Elevator Constructors and the Electrical 
Workers which had been entered into some 
time ago, the nature of which, if observed, 
would compel General Officers to require 
the Electrical Workers to act in harmony 
with the Elevator Constructors. 

He stated that the Elevator Constructors 
had violated the agreement before men- 
tioned, and because of this violation, the 
local unions in Chicago contended they were 
justified in not living up to the decision. 

After considerable debate, the entire sub- 
ject was referred to the Adjustment Com- 
mittee. 

The committee reported as follows : "The 
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vague character of the claim 'on certain 
classes of work/ together with the absence 
of any representative of the last named 
party to the dispute, leaves but one rec- 
ommendation open to your committee, 
namely, that this Convention refer the 
subject-matter to the Executive Council 
of this Department." 

Delegate Featherston spoke in opposition 
to the motion, stating that he was opposed 
to delaying a decision handed down by 
an umpire, and offered the following mo- 
tion : That the trades in Chicago inter- 
ested in the controversy be compelled to 
live up to the decision of Judge Gross- 
cup. (Seconded.) 

Delegate McNulty discussed the question 
briefly, stating that the Electrical Workers 
were not parties to the decision of Judge 
Grosscup ; that it was merely a disagree- 
ment between the Elevator Constructors 
and the Machinists, and that he was willing 
at any time to go before the Executive 
Council to defend the rights of his or- 
ganization. 

President Kirby — "I want to verify the 
statement of Brother McNulty. I was there 
during a major portion of the hearing, and 
tue Electrical Workers were not mentioned, 
nor were they represented." 

Delegate Rau — "They were not in this 
case, so far as Judge Grosscup is concerned. 
It was an error to include the Electrical 
Workers in the controversy." 

After a brief statement by Delegate 
Crampton, of the committee, the report of 
the committee was concurred in. 

The committee read the following por- 
tion of the report of the President and the 
Sixteenth Section of the Report of the 
President's Report, referred to the sub- 
committee by the Committee on Adjust- 
ment : 

jurisdiction dispute. 

Many jurisdiction controversies have been 
taken up and adjusted since our last Con- 
vention, among them being the Plaster and 
Cement Workers. The Brotherhood of Car- 
penters have reached an understanding with 
the Iron Workers, Asbestos Workers, Marble 
Workers and Laborers and the principal 
disputes we will have is the I. A. Steam 
Fitters' Association and the U. A. Plumbers, 
the Cement Workers and Laborers and Sheet 
Metal Workers and Carpenters, Lathers and 
Bridgemen, and no matter how long it may 
take, I trust this Convention will not ad- 
journ until a positive, clear-drawn decision 
}s rendered. Let there be no evading the 



issue, for any organization is better off 
to lose their contention than to remain in 
doubt and be subject to bickering and un- 
certainties. 

Sixteenth. Jurisdiction disputes. Your 
committee notes with gratification that sev- 
eral aggravated trade Jurisdiction contro- 
versies have been successfully settled and 
we concur most heartily with the President 
that all Trade Jurisdiction disputes should 
be settled by this Convention before it ad- 
journs. We, therefore, recommend that the 
unsettled Trade Controversies referred to, in 
the President's report, be laid before th« 
Committee on Adjustment. 

The committee asked if any other dis- 
putes were to be referred to the sub-cony 
mittee. No other dispute being referred 
they announced that as their final report, 
which was signed by the committee. 

M. F. GARRETT, Chairman. 

WALTER V. PRICE, 

CLARENCE E. SWICK. 

A. J. KENNEDY, 

HERBERT CRAMPTON, Secretary. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LAW. 

Delegate McNulty, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee, reported as follows : 

••Washington, D. C, Oct. 18, 1909. 
••Wm. J. Spencer, 

Secretary-Treasurer Building Trades De- 
partment, A. F. of L. 

"The Executive Council in session at 
Washington requests the Convention of the 
Department of Building Trades to empower 
their Executive Council to comply with 
whatever action may be taken by the 
American Federation of Labor Convention 
at Toronto in regard to setting time and 
place for departments of the American 
Federation of Labor to hold their conven- 
tions. 

••FRANK MORRISON, 

"Secretary American Federation of LaborJ' 

The committee reported as follows : 

"Your committee finds that the subject- 
matter of this resolution is covered in the 
supplemental report of the Executive Coun- 
cil of this Department. 

"Your committee believes that the Con- 
ventions of this Department should be 
held at least two weeks previous to the 
Conventions of the A. F. of L,, in order to 
allow our officers ample time to prepare 
their report for submission to the A. P. 
of L. 

••FRANK DUFFY, Chairman, 
"F. J. McNULTY, Secretary, 
"MATT COMERFORD." 

The report of the committee was cott- 
curred in. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLU- 
TIONS. 

Delegate Ryan, Chairman of the Commit- 
tee, reported as follows : 

Resolution No. 37. — By Wm. J. McSorley 
and Luke McKenny, International Union of 
Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers : 

Whereas, The President of the Cleveland 
Base Ball Club, of the American League, 
promised a committee from the Cleveland 
Building Trades Department, several 
months ago, that he would Insert a union 
clause in the specifications for the erection 
of the large new stands and fences to be 
elected within and around the Cleveland 
Base Ball Park, and 

Whereas, The said President disregarded 
the promise made, and let the contract to 
a notoriously unfair firm of contractors, 
who are employing, and will continue to 
employ, if not checked, non-union and scab 
labor, and 

Whereas, The truth of the statement 
cannot be denied that organized workmen 
contribute more to the support of the base 
ball leagues of the country than all other 
elements combined, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the General President and 
General Secretary-Treasurer of this De- 
partment be empowered and instructed to 
enter into communication with the President 
of the Cleveland American League Base 
Ball Club, with the object in view of union- 
izing the work fteing done in said Cleveland 
Base Ball Park, and, be it further 

Resolved, That in case of failure of the 
President, or others in authority in the 
internal affairs of the Cleveland Base Ball 
Club, to comply with the request above 
named, the General President and General 
Secretary-Treasurer shall have the power to 
send letters to all Central Labor Unions 
and local Building Trades Departments 
in cities represented In the American League 
circuit, setting forth the facts as stated 
In the subject-matter herein submitted. 

The committee approved the resolution 
and recommended its adoption. 

The report of the committee was con- 
curred In. 

Resolution No. 38 — By the Committee on 
Resolutions : 

Whereas, Through the noble efforts of 
the local entertainment committees the 
Delegates to the Second Annual Convention 
of the Building Trades Department held at 
Tampa, Fla., have been made to experience 
to a large degree the generous, unstinted 
and well-known hospitality of the Southern 
people, and. 

Whereas, The Mayor of the City, the 
Chairman of the Board of Trade and the 
ritizens In general have made every effort 
to make our visit pleasant, enjoyable and 
one to be long remembered, and. 

Whereas, The Delegates to this Conven- 
tion deeply appreciate the generous hospital- 



ity shown and the kindness and courtesy 
extended to them by one and all. Therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That a rising vote of thanks be 
given by the Delegates of this Convention 
to the City Officials, the Citizens of Tampa, 
to the entertainment committees and all our 
Tampa brethren of the great labor move- 
ment and that a copy of this resolution be 
made part of the official records of this 
Convention. 

PRANK M. RYAN, Chairman, 

P. H. MALLOY, 

JOHN L. KENNEDY, 

ERNEST EDELER, 

CHARLES M. RAU, 

Committee on Resolutions. 
The resoltion was adopted by unanimous 
rising vote. 

Delegate Crampton — "The proceedings 
as printed this morning do not correspond 
with the action of yesterday in one par- 
ticular. There is a distinct difference in 
the publication of the Minority Report 
offered by Delegate Featherston and printed 
In the minutes and the copy that had been 
given to me." 

Delegate Featherston stated that there 
were no errors in the report in the printed 
proceedings ; that there were some errors 
In punctuation and spelling in the copy that 
had been typewritten in the hotel, which 
he had had corrected before printing, and 
that the printed copy was correct. 

Delegate Cramptox — Delegate Feather- 
ston punctuated this after it was passed 
upon by the Convention." 

Delegate Feathetston — "The proceed- 
ings are correct ; the intent of the printed 
report is right." 

Delegate Crampton — "If this action 
stands I serve notice of an appeal to the 
American Federation of Labor." 

NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF OF- 
FICERS. 

Delegates Deegon, Price and Solomon 
wore appointed to act as Tellers. 

First Vice President Hedrick in the 
chair. 

Delegate Duffy placed In nomination for 
President James Kirby, of the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of 
America. The nomination was seconded by 
Delegate Leslie. 

There being no further nominations, nom- 
inations were closed, and on motion of Vice 
President McSorley the Secretary was in- 
structed to cast one ballot for the Conven- 
tion for the unanimous election of President 
Kirby. 
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Secretary Spencer complied with the in- 
structions of the Convention, and President 
James Kirby was declared elected to serve 
for the ensuing term. 

President Kirby made a brief speech in 
which he thanked the Convention for the 
unanimous re-election. 

President Kirby in the chair. 

George P. Hedrick, of the Painters, Paper 
Hangers and Decorators, was nominated for 
First Vice President by Delegate Leslie. 

There being no further nominations, on 
motion of Vice President Ryan nominations 
were closed and the Secretary was instruc- 
ted to cast one ballot for the Convention 
for the election of George F. Hedrick. 

The Secretary complied with the instruc- 
tions of the Convention, and First Vice 
President Hedrick was declared re-elected 
for the ensuing term. 

J. G. Hannahan, of the International 
Union of Steam Engineers, was placed in 
nomination for Second Vice President by 
Delea^ate Tveitmoe. 

Vice President Hannahan made a brief 
address in which he declined th^ honor of 
the nomination, and placed in nomination 
for Second Vice President F. M. Ryan, of 
the Bridge and Structural Iron Workers. 

The nomination was seconded by Vice 
President McSorley. 

Delegate Fbatherston — "I move the 
nomination of Brother McNulty." 

Delegate McNulty — "1 decline." 

Nominations were closed, and on motion 
of Delegate Leslie the Secretary was in- 
structed to cast one ballot for F. M. Ryan 
as the unanimous choice of the Convention 
for Second Vice President. 

The Secretary complied with the instruc- 
tions, and P. M. Ryan was declared duly 
elected to serve as Second Vice President 
for the ensuing term. 

William J. McSorley, of the Wood, Wire 
and Motal Lathers, was placed in nomin- 
ation for Third Vice President by Delegate 
Comerford. 

* Nominations were closed,and on motion of 
Delegate Macfarlane the Secretary was in- 
structed to cast one ballot for Vice Presi- 
dent McSorley as the unanimous choice of 
the Convention. 

The Secretary complied with the instruc- 
tions of the Convention, and W. J. Mc- 
Sorley was declared elected to serve as 
Third Vice President for the ensuing term. 

M. O' Sullivan, of the International Al- 



liance of Sheet Metal Workers, was placed 
in nomination for Fourth vice President by 
Delegate John F. Kennedy. 

Charles M. Rau, of the International As- 
sociation of Steam and Hot Water Fitters, 
was placed in nomination for Fourth Vice 
President by Delegate Edeler. 

Ballots were prepared by the Tellers, the 
Secretary called the roll of delegates, and 
as the names were called each one voted. 
The Tellers announced as a result of the 
balloting that M. O' Sullivan received 29 
votes and Charles M. Rau 20 votes. 

M. O' Sullivan was declared duly elected 
to serve as Fourth Vice President for tne 
ensuing term. 

On motion of Delegate Rau the election of 
Vice President O'Sullivan was made unani- 
mous. 

Frank J. McNulty, of the international 
Union of Electrical Workers, was nominated 
for Fifth Vice President uy Delegate Tveit- 
moe. The nomination was seconded by 
Delegates Leslie and Leonard. 

There being no further nominations, on 
motion of Delegate Hannihan the Secretary 
was instructed to cast one ballot for F. J. 
McNulty as the unanimous choice of the 
Convention for Fifth Vice President. 

The instructions of the Convention were 
complied with, and F. J. McNulty was de- 
clared duly elected to serve for tue ensuing 
term. 

William J. Spencer was placed in nomin- 
ation for Secretary-Treasurer by the newly 
elected Fifth Vice President, F. J. McNulty. 
The nomination was seconded by several 
delegates. 

On motion of Delegate Leslie the Chair- 
man was instructed to cast one ballot for 
W. J. Spencer as the unanimous choice of 
the Convention for Secretary-Treasurer. 
The Chairman complied with the instruc- 
tions of the Convention, and announced that 
Secretary Spencer was re-elected to serve 
for the ensuing term. 

Each of the re-elected and newly-elected 
officers made brief addresses in which they 
thanked the Convention for the honor of 
their elections, and assured the delegates 
that they would work faithfully in the 
interests of the Department. 

Delegate Tevitmoe — "I am not going to 
place San Francisco in nomination for the 
Convention next year, but simply to put in 
a claim for the 1911 convention. I would 
like to have the claim go on record. I 
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will guarantee when you come there you 
will have a trade union mayor, a past 
delegate of this Department Convention, to 
receive you, because the man we elect in 
November will be mayor for a good many 
years. I think it would be appropriate if 
you sent your President to San Francisco 
to help us wind up the campaign for P. H. 
McCarthy, and I think you should send as 
a special representative to the inauguration 
in January your retiring Vice President." 

Vice Pbesident Hedrick — "As the re- 
quest has come from the American Feder- 
ation of Labor that the Convention of the 
Department be held in the city where the 
A. F. of L. Convention is held, I move 
that our next Convention be held in the 
city selected by the Toronto Convention of 
the A. F. of L/' 

Delegate Malloy placed St. Louis in nom- 



ination for the next Convention. Seconded 
by Delegate Leslie. 

The Secretary stated that invitations had 
come from Atlantic City, Toledo, Niagara 
Falls and St. Louis. 

Delegate McNulty — "I desire to nom- 
inate as the city in which to hold our 
next Convention the city that may be se- 
lected by the A. F. of L., and that our Con- 
vention be held two weeks prior to the 
convention of the, A. F. of L." 

President Kirby announced that the time 
for holding the convention was fixed by the 
Constitution, and it would be impossible to 
change it at that time. 

After a brief discussion the motion offered 
by Vice President Hedrick was carried. 

There being no further business to come 
before the Convention President Kirby 
announced a final adjournment. 
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